MDNIRLIL ISLAM MONU, Bandarban

Sem:ity forces seized huge arms
and ammunition from
Na]lddmngchhan after a gunfight
witha band of criminals in the early
hoursyes erday.
"Theé forces could not arrest any of
nners but seized five AK47
lﬂ'mﬂgﬁzln-l:% with 300 bullets
of achlnegun and several sets of
myuniform
“The army-BDR joint force started
the operation on Friday night in
Baishari area. When the team raided
aﬂgn of criminals in a deep forest,
thb ctimma]s opened fire on the
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sl:curity forces who retaliated with
shots, army sources said.

During the shootout more than
300 rounds were exchanged. Atone
stage, the criminals fled leaving the
arms and ammunition behind,

"The terrorists fired from
machinegun on the security forces.
In reply, the BDR (Bangladesh
Rifles) jawans also fired. But the
criminals managed to flee in the
deep forest," said an army source at
Bandarban.

"Nobody was hurt in the gun-
fight," he added.

Lt Col Abdul Awal Bir Pratik,
zonal commander of the security

5AK47s, ammo seized
ter gunfight in CHT

forces at Naikkhangchhari, led the |

opeération,

‘This is for the second time in the
last eight days the security forces
foughtarmed criminalsin theremote
borderingareain Bandarban.

On July 9, after exchanging 250
~shots with the criminals the joint
force seized eight 12-bore rifles, 60
bullets and huge number of empty
magazines.

Three days earlier (July 6), the

BDH jawans had seized one bagand
two cartons of TNT explosives, 199
bullets of AK47 rifle and 91 bullets of
pistol.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Awful cost of
pmtest

: STA!‘B CORRESPO\TDENT

A ga.rmenl factory director suffered
multiple broken bones as members
of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
allegedly tortured him for protesting
their assault on an elderly man on
Eridaynight.

Abu Bakar Sultan Bidhan, execu-
tive director of Harness Level
Industries Ltd, alleged the elite force

picked him up from Uttara in the |

capital and tortured him for three
hours atthe Rab-1 office.

"lhave escaped deathin crossfire
onlyafter the intervention of a high

police: official," he told reporters

yesterdayathospital bed.

Sultan said he saw three men
{plainclothes Rab members] beat-
ingup anelderlymanbefore his wife

SEE PAGE 15 COL &

g"rex reserves dip
by 8.3pc in a day

Dollar turns even costlier

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Amnid a severe dollar scarcity, the
country's foreign exchange reserve
yesterday slumped to $2.9 billion,
even after receiving a $97 million
Reduction Growth Facility
(PRGEH) aid from the International
Lﬁpnemryﬁmd{lMF}

e reserve was $3.169 billion on
'Iﬁﬁ'lsday marking a $263 million or
828 percent drop in just onc wark-
Ingday

A Bangladesh Bank (BB) source
said a $353 million bimonthly pay-
mﬁnl to the Asian Clearing Union
(AGU) resultedin the fall.

A sharp rise in imports in the

recent months has swollen the ACU
bill to $353 million,, which usually
amounts to around $200 million.

The import rose by 26.64 percent
in the first 10 months of thelastfiscal
year (FY) against a 13 percentrise in
the corresponding period of FY
2003-04.

Consequently, the trade deficit
also rose to a record high of $2.882
billion in July to Aprilin EY05. In the
corresponding period in FY04, the
deficitwas $1.737 billion.

The import rise has also, seen
depreciation of taka. So, the price of
dollaragainst takahas been increas-
ing day by day. Yesterday the dollar

SEE PAGE 15COL3

ELECTORAL RERORMS AGENDA

AL, allies plan

agitation over
govt rebulf

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The 14-party opposition combine is
mapping out a fresh spell of agita-
tion programmes to drive home its
demands for carctaker government
and electoral reforms, as the govern-
ment has all but rejected its reform’
agenda.

Senior leaders of the Awami
League-led combine will sit today o
plan the next steps in order to ham-
merattheir 31-point reform propos-
als announced Friday, sources inthe

opposition camp said.

They have decided not to table
their reform agenda in parliament,
a5 advised by the ruling BNE unless
the government assures them of
implementing the proposals.
Instead, the 14-party line-up will
bumpup street agitation to force the
ruling eoalition into meeting their
reforidemands, sourcessaid, |

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterday spoke in the same
line. "Awami League, 11-party

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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RS Further Announcement

Weekly flights from July 12, 2005 (Monday-TuesdayWednesday-Thursday-Saturday)

Fl'ee ovemnight transfer accommodation in KURMING (reservation  before s iy of deparuee)

259/ Discount for all our available destinations tilt October 29, 2008

SKYBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL
Suite TA, Alislurk Tower, 22 Kemal Attaturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka
F'hom 1_339'26&2_ 9687580, Fax: 8862642, lf_flﬂil: sky@ﬂ:lelazgﬂ,nﬂ
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Hlctrontes
- Consumer Electronics
- Peripheral & Component
- Computer Hardware

- Safety Products etc.

Auto & Motor Parts ~ =

- Various Auto / Motor Parts [

- Bike Chains

|
|
g

.. Mete, Hereviere & Hand Tool

- Various Hardware/ Metal ‘

Products :
= Hand Tool & Power Tool |
- Mold & Die etc, 5

- Dthers
- Artificial Fabric; Stylish Fabric
- Barber Scissors ;
- Plastic Molds/Parts |
= Laser Line Projector, Diaper  §
- Tissueand Paper

TAITRA

## http://www.taiwantrade.com.tw, Tel:6860704, Fax:8860706, E-mail:ttc@agni.com

Workers clash
over strike,
40 hurt

Hartal observed
STARE CORRESPONDENT

The countrywide dawn-to-dusk
hartal and a 24-hour strike in mills
and factories were observed peace-
fully yesterday, baring some stray

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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People of Hasail and Panchgaon unions in Munsiganj district trek bag and hagg age looking for shelter as the Padma river has. devoumd thqlrhwsns and

property.

'|\

Govt to withdraw
another criminal
case against Pintu

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The government has decided to
withdraw another criminal case
filed against ruling BNP lawmaker
NasiruddinAhmed Pintu,

Earlier, the guvemmem hnd
withdrawn two other criminal cases
filed against Pintu--one for robbing
at gunpoint bidding documents for
auction of the property of a bank-
rupt company, and the ‘other for
injuring a number of Awami League

(AL} menandpolice. \
In the present case filed with the

Lalbagh Police Station (PS), Sub-

Inspector (SI) Syed Monaemul Islam
alleged that some cocktails and

bombs exploded in the yard of

Pintu's 25 Moneshwar Road in
Lalbaghatabout 8:24pmonOctober
4, 1997, leaving "Murgichhila®

Kamal, Biju, Mishuk, Koli and four
others seriouslyinjured.

The injured were making the
bombs to use during a street and
railroad barricade programme

. ealied. by the then opposition BNE
‘Soan after the incident, Pintu, the
then president of Dhaka city unit of

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD), took
them to Islamia Pharmacy and Babli
Medicine Store for treatinent.

Of the injured, Kamal suc-
cumbed to’his injuries while under
treatment at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), the FIR (first
informationreport) saic.

The home ministry in a leétter on
March 18 last year informed the
district magistrate of Dhaka that it
haddecided to take back the charges
against Pintu and the two others as

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

3 'London bom’
visited Pakistan
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2 suspects nabbed in Lahof’él-

AGENCIES, Islamabad/ London

Three of the London suicide bomb-
ers recently visited' Pakistan, top
security officials said yesterday, and
investigators are probing whether
they met with al-Qaeda-linked
mﬁitam groups.

British police, u‘luanwhﬂe, ban-
fronted doubis in Egypt vesterday
about whether an Egypuan bio-
chemist, arrested in/Cairo during a
visit l'rom England, wiis involved in
the plot.

The Egypt police arrested a

SEE PAGE 15 coL7

kills 55 in Iraq

REUTERS, Baghdad

A suicide bomber in a fuel truck
killed 55 people in a town south of
Baghdad last night, the latest in a
series of spectacular guerrilla
attackstorattleIrag.

'f ..:\ i 1

The bomb, wh
a Shia mosque’

long way to go bafu?i:‘tam'
e -w-‘

§

wirs

- BEkBGIR ?H?ﬂ?iﬁ?
1C holesieroi




