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CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibition

Title: Places, spaces

Artist. Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury
Venue: Goethe-Institute, Dhanbmondi
Date: June 29-July 14

Artist: 12 artists who participated in
Watercolour Artist Camp held at
Khagrachhari

Venue: Shilpakala Academy, Shegun
Bagicha

Date: July 12-21, from 11am to 7pm on
weekdays and 3pm to 8pm on Fridays

Film Screening

Organiser. High Commission of India
Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House
25, Road 96, Gulshan-1

Date: July 4-22

Schedule

July 15 Nazar
July 18 Biyallish
July 22 Zeher

Title: German Feature Film

Venue: Goethe-Institute, Dhanbmondi
Date: July 17-25

Show-times: 3:30pm, 5:30pm, 7:30pm

Play

Title: Prachya

Group: Dhaka Theatre

Venue: Mahila Samiti Auditorium, Baily
Road

Date: July 16, from 7pm

Group Exhibition
Artist: Eleven artistes from Chittagong
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Date: July 08-14

CD Release

Title: Trishna Amar Hariye Gechhey
Lyricist. KG Mustafa

Organiser: Panchashwar

Guests: Kalim Sharafi, Robin Ghosh,
Subal Das, Mobarok Hossain Khan
Venue: Goethe-Institute, House 10,
Road 09, Dhanmondi

Date: July 15, at 6:30pm

Drama Festival
Occasion: Staging of plays directed by
the students of Dramatics Department
of Dhaka University

Organiser: Department of Theatre and
Music, Dhaka University

Venue: Nat Mandal Auditorium, Dhaka
University

Date: July 10-17

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Quest for Harmony

Artist. Noazesh Ahmed

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Dhanbmondi

Date: July 11-24, from 12pm to 8pm

Musical Soiree

Title: Rabindranather Borshar Gaan
Artiste: Anisur Rahman

Programme: Musical soiree followed
by a CD release programme
Organiser. Weekly Annanya and D Net
Venue: National Museum Auditorium,
Shahbagh

Date: July 15, at 7pm

Cultural

Programme

Title: Dhakay Nazrul

Discussants: Begum Selima Rahman,
Sadek Hossain Khoka, ANM Ehsanul
Haque, Khilkhil Qazi

Programme: Discussion session
followed by prize distribution among
the winners of children's competition
and musical soiree

Venue: Nazrul Institute, Dhanmondi
Date: July 14, at 4pm

Bipul Bhattacharjee on the
current scenario of folk music

ERSHAD KAMOL
IPUL Bhattacharjee is a
prominent folksinger in the
country. His stentorian voice
has gained him many fans. He has
particularly won acclaim as lead
vocalist in the popular documentary
film Muktir Gaan.

However, Bipul has not continued
his career as a playback singer. He
explains, "All the songs of Muktir
Gaan are written and composed by
Mushad Ali. The film represents our
Liberation War. During the war, like
many singers of the country, | ren-
dered songs in the camps of the
freedom fighters. That is why | sang
spontaneously in the film."

After completing a four-year
course in music at Kishoreganj,
Shilpakala Academy at an early age,
Bipul Bhattacharjee trained under
several eminent musicians such as
Ashwani Kumar Roy, Shukhendru
Chakravartee, Nitai Roy and Amar
Chandra Shil. Bipul also rendered
Nazrul songs and received a gold
medal in a competition on Nazrul
songs arranged by the then Paki-
stan Arts Council in 1967. He also
got a national award at the music
competition held in 1969.

Later he established himself as a
folksinger. Says Bipul, "Though |
have a classical background in
music and began my career as a
Nazrul singer, | feel that my roots are
infolk songs."

Casual music composer of radio,
Bipul Bhattacharjee claims that
folksongs have a mass appeal. As

Bipul Bhattacharjee

he says, "The majority of our popula-
tion, who live in rural areas, listen to
folksongs. Though radio is not as
powerful a medium as television, it
has keptfolk songs alive."

Many renowned singers such as
Nilufar Yasmin, Farida Parvin and
others have rendered songs com-
posed by him. Is there any differ-
ence between the compositions by
contemporary folk musicians and
renowned bards? Bipul says, "The
essence of our heritage is evident
in the compositions of renowned
bards such as Lalon Shah, Hasan
Raja, Jalal Khan, Radharaman,
Pagla Kanai, Momotaz Ali Khan
and others. As we progress from
them, our compositions are a little

artificial."

Bipul thinks folk singers must go
to the aakhras (den) of the popular
bards. The followers of the bards
living in the aakhras bear the
essence of folk songs. Aspiring folk
singers should learn directly from
the followers. To quote
Bipul,"Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy sometimes invites the folk
singers of the aakhras to give train-
ing. However, rather than the young
learners, experienced folk singers
should participate in the workshops.
And the young singers should learn
from them. This way the originality of
the folksongs can be preserved."

"The originality of the folksongs is
now questionable because of the

Audrey Hepburn: My fair lady

The 1950s and '60s were the pinnacle of Audrey
Hepburn's career. Known for her memorable roles in
films such as Gigi, Roman Holiday, Breakfast at
Tiffany's, My Fair Lady and Wait Until Dark, Audrey's
works retain their appeal even today. Equally well
etched in memory are her distinctive traits -- a comic
touch and radiant beauty, which mark gamine and

elfin features.

The daughter of a wealthy English banker and a
Dutch baroness, Audrey was born in Brussels in
1929. Raised by her divorced mother, she grew up in
England and the Netherlands. She showed an early
interest in the stage. Her first film was Nederland in 7
Lessen (Dutch at the Double) at the age of 19, while

stillin the Netherlands.

Her lucky break was in Gigi (1951), a musical,
which featured her in the role of a young innocent.
Then came Roman Holiday (1953), in which she
played the part of a runaway princess. She also
bagged an Oscar for best actress in this film. An
unforgettable role essayed by Audrey was as Holly
Golightly in Blake Edwards' Breakfast at Tiffany's in
1961. Moon River was written specifically for her. No
one else had ever understood it so completely," said
composer Henry Mancini, referring to the film's

poignant signature tune.

In 1954 she played the title role in Billy Wilder's
romantic comedy Sabrina, opposite William Holden.
She scooped a further Oscar nomination for this

cinematic endeavour.

Following on the heels of Sabrina, her other roles
on the silver screen were for Funny Face and Billy
Wilder's Love in the Afternoon opposite Gary Cooper.
The peak of her film career was in My Fair Lady
where she played the role of Eliza Doolittle. Then
came the 1967 thriller Wait Until Dark, where she
effectively portrayed a blind woman.

Audrey was active on other fronts also. In 1988,
she was named an official spokesperson for UNICEF.
She continued to make brief appearances on screen;
her final role was that of an angel in Steven
Spielberg's Alwaysin 1989.

The well loved actress died from colon cancer on
January 20, 1993 in Switzerland at the age of 63. Her
son Sean accepted a posthumous award at the 1993
Oscars in recognition of her humanitarian efforts.
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alienation from our roots and poor
handling of re-mixed folk songs. We
should take initiatives to preserve
the tunes." adds Bipul.

Bipul Bhattacharjee blames
production companies for their
extremely commercial approach
towards production of the folk
albums. Bipul says, "Transcription
service of radio, under the then
Senior Music Director, Khondokar
Nurul Alam's guidance, released
albums of popular folksingers main-
taining the authentic tunes. These
albums are the only documents of
authentic folksongs."

There were days when different
types of folk songs like Kirtan,
Bhajan and others were an insepa-
rable part of our culture. Live con-
certs frequently took place in almost
every locality of the country. What is
the current scenario of live perfor-
mances? Bipul says, "In the metros
the number of stage shows have
declined. In the rural areas commer-
cial folksingers are in great
demands. But, Kirtan, Bhajan and
other devotional songs have
become occasional."

So far Bipul Bhattacharjee has
released seven solo albums. A
special grade singer of radio and
television he has rendered
folksongs in Japan, America, Eng-
land, Canada and India.

Certificate giving ceremony
Organised by Prachyanat School of Acting and Design

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Prachyanat School of Acting and
Design, one of the leading schools
of it's kind, provides a six-month
certificate course on theatre. Estab-
lished on June 8, 2001, the school
has so far trained eight batches. The
certificate giving ceremony of the
eighth batch of the school was held
on July 12 at the Mahila Samity
stage.

Course co-ordinator Shahidul
Mamun in his speech said, "It is
difficult to introduce an effective
course on acting in Bangladesh.
From the ninth batch, we will try to
design updated courses with collab-
oration of theatre schools from
home and abroad."

Neeta Bhushan, First Secretary
(Information and Culture), High
Commission of India, said, "The
Indian High Commission hopes to
enhance the collaboration with
Bangladeshi counterparts.”

Writer Shantanu Kaiser said,
"Bangladeshi theatre successfully
presents our post Liberation political
history. We hope the young theatre
activists will contribute to our rich
tradition.”

Chairperson Azad Abul Kalam
said, "Prachyanat School of Acting
and Design, through its six-month
certificate course aims to create
culturally inclined people."

Neeta Bhushan distributed the
certificates to the participants. This
was followed by the staging of
Raani O Bidroheera, a translation of
Italian playwright Ugo Bett's drama
The Queen and the Rebels.

The curtains go up with a scene of
a straggling group of displaced
people who approach the border

A scene from the play Raani O Bidroheera

after fleeing from their war-torn
country.
The revolutionaries, however,

seek the queen, who is still some-
where in the country and about to
escape. She is ready to face any
resistance movement. Among the
travellers is Argia, a formerly
wealthy call girl, who has seen better
days. At this check point she meets
Raim, a young ex-lover, and they
prepare a plot to expose the queen,
whoArgia discovers is in their midst.

Things do not go according to
their plan. Argia, discovers that the
queen has a death sentence on her
and is surprised that Raim does not
back herup.

The play shows signs of severe
fragmentation and left some unan-
swered questions in the air. These
clippings make the characters

ambiguous.

Consequently Ugo Betti's wordy
pieces needed to be directed well.
Director Shakhwat Hossain Rezvi is
greatly influenced by the typical
approach of the earlier directors of
the troupe Prachyanat.

M Shaiful Islam's set and light
design are simple but effective. Just
a few stools and painted net at the
back of the stage have been used as
the setofthe play.

Sadika Parvin Swarna performed
well as Argia, the prostitute. Her
transformation from the character of
a slut to a woman in search of love
created sympathy amongst the
audience.

Shofiqul Islam Sohel in the role of
Amos needs to develop his acting
skills. Other cast members should
puttheir heartin theirroles.

Gaus Qawwal and his
group in Dhaka

Gaus Muhammad Nasir Niazi
Qawwal and his group are here in
Dhaka, says a press release. Atthe
National Press Club last Tuesday,
the Pakistani gawwali group
expressed interest in performing for
Bangladeshilisteners.

The Qawwal group is visiting
Bangladesh for the first time in
response to an invitation by advo-
cate Abul Kalam Azad. The group
has been performing Qawwali for
the last 17 years and has toured the

UAE and India. A winner of the
President (Pride of performance)
Award and Taghma-e-Imtiaz Award
of Pakistan, the other members of
the group are Intezar Ahmed, Ishaq
Khan, Taz Muhammad, Fayez
Muhammad, Saad Muhammad,
ShawkatAli and Imran Ahmed.

The popular group has released
50 audio albums so far. A street in «
Karachi was named Qawwal Street &
in honour of Gaus Muhammad Nasir S
Niazi Qawwal.
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Jalbalika: For a
good cause

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of the silver jubi-
lee show of Jalbalika, a stage play
by Padatik Natya Sangsad, the
theatre group has arranged a two-
day festival titled Jalbalikar Rajato
Jayanti Manchayan Utshab. The
play will be staged on July 21-22 at
the Experimental Theatre Hall of
Shilpakala Academy. The profit
from the ticket sales will be
donated for the treatment of can-
cer-affected student Atiqur
Rahman Hridoy. On the occasion a
special show will be staged for the
theatre activist and students on
July 22. On the day before the main
show of the festival, renowned
theatre activists will participate in

the inaugural programme.
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Indian idols in Bangladesh

Indian Idol, the most hyped recent
talent show on TV, presented us with
some talented singers and among
them Abhijeet Sawant, Rahul Vaidya
and Prajakta Shukre have attained
mass popularity. For avid watchers of
the trio there are good tidings: the
singers will give a series of live perfor-

mances in Dhaka and Chittagong .

Event management company Antar
Showbiz is organising the event. A 14-
member team will arrive in Dhaka
today.

The first show will be held in the
Chittagong Club this evening.The
shows in Dhaka will be held at Gulshan

Club on July 15, at Uttara Club on July
17 and at the Winter Garden, Hotel
Sheraton on July 18.

They will also perform at the King of
Chittagong Community Centre on July
16. The proceedings of the ticket sales
will go to the Rotary Club for a noble
cause.

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.

+ News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

News Headines(Bangla) at5:30pm.7:30pm.

TaraNews (Bangla) at8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD

Every hour on the hour

BTV fiss
07:30  Shubhechha Nin 1215
09:05  Satellite Programme 02:27
12:30  Shastho Tathya 03:50
01:10  Selected Programme 04:25
02:05  Kheltey Kheltey
Computer 05:10
02:30  Bangla Feature Film 05:45
05:30  Protichitro
07:00  News Headlines, 06:20
Share Market, 08:00
Weather Forecast
07:30  Egiye Cholar Pothey
08:30  Drama: Shudorshana ntv
10:25 Teknaf Theke Tetulia 08:35
10:30  Amader Aain 09:00
11:00  Selected Programme
12:05 Satellite Programme 09:30
CHANNEL i Jo%
09:30  Shongbad Potrey 02':35
Bangladesh and
Public Reaction 03:15
09:45  Tritiyo Matra
11:00  Agora Shopping 03:50
Guide
11:30  Drama Serial: Din 04:25
Choley Jai 05:15
12:30  AajDupurey O Citicell | 0g:20
Tarokakothon (live) 06:50
01:00  Ebong Cinemar Gaan
01:25  Public Reaction 08:20
02:40 Routiner Bairey
03:10  Hridoye Mati O .
Manusher Daak LiBE
04:45  SaRe GaMa
05:15 Janapader Khobor H BO
06:00  Music Plus 7:00
06:30  Amar Chhobi 9:30
07:50  Drama Serial: Fanush 12:00
08:25  Drama Serial: 2_1'5
Albatross :
09:35  Drama Serial: 415
Shompurna Rangin
10:00  Drama Serial: Pl T
ATN 9:30
BANGLA 11:30
10:30  Onnodrishti B

Drama Serial: Shikhor
Shunte Ki Chao
Telefilm: Babodhan PICK OF THE DAY
Muktijuddher Ei Diney - m i
ATN Rannaghar i!r I )
Shundar Jiboner L ‘
Jonno I
Bangla Namer Desh
Islami Sawal O Jawab
(live)
Upohar
Live Concert: Live
Dhamaka
Aajker Shokal
Siddiqua Kabir's
Recipe
Aain O Jibon
Chalachchitra Katha
Dhakar Cinema
Drama Serial:
Belabhumi
Kichhu Katha Kichhu Albatross Along Came Polly
gaa” S On Channeliat8:25pm OnHBOat7:45pm
R;rgihhi;'a ’ Dranlla Serial _ _ _ Genre: Com(_edyl Romgnce _
Shapla Kuri Cast: Salahuddin Lavlu, Raisul Islam Asad, Tamalika  Cast: Ben Stiller, Jennifer Aniston
Din Darpan
opuono Shondha STAR MOVIES | 515  KuchHitkuch 600 Prnosss Dolleaunsta-
i . Superhit magicbag

Rl S 800 DieHard 520  Sarfarosh 830 DekhhoMagar PyarSe | 228

; . 3 9:00 Kroadh 9:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay 2:30
Kachher Manush 12:00  Stark Raving Mad STAR PLUS 9:30 Millee 3:30
Anniversary Special 1:40  Grinch 10:00  Kavyanjali 4:30
Programme 3:30  Rocky i 1:30  Kumkum-PyaraSa | 10:30 Kah)e/uanji Ghar GharKii | 5:00

o el Bandhan 11:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Batman And Robi G EC 2:00  Bhabhi Bhu Thi 5:30
EATWEEI AT (RIS 8:40  Edward Scissorhands | 2.30  Kesar 11:30  Kahiin To Hoga
?:;apief :‘2’?2 82:;: 3:00  Saarthi 12:00  K.Street Pali Hil 6:30
) : 3:30 Kyunki Saas Bhi .
The Infil Trator . STAR GOLD Kabhi Bhu Thi STAR WO RLD ;gg
The Lord of the Rings ] ] ) 4:00 Kahiin To Hoga 8:30 Whose Line Is It 8:00
: The Fellowship of the | %50 Gold Preview -Paheli | /0y /sy o pai Hil Anywa ;
Ring 7:20  Kuch HitKuch 500  Telebrands 9:00 Thi Dr}éw Carey Show ggg
Along Came Polly 10:25 S:g;r hit 6:00 Tedhe Medhe Sapney 9:30 Oprah Winfrey Show 16:30
On Deadly Ground 140 Kuch Hit Kuch 6:30  Aladdin 10:30 Ed 11:28
Dream Catcher : Sﬁcerhilt ue 7:00 Hercules 11:30  Rockstar 11:30
Batman and Robin 1:45 Shiﬁdi Sai Baba 7:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 12:30  Tru Calling 12:00
' Bandhan 1:30 Bitches And Beauty

ANIMAL 7:30 Raw Nature Raw 3:30 Extreme Prggramming
Senses Sports Mania (T)
PLANET 8:30  World'sBestPlacesTo | 4:30  Tnalmpact (T)
10:30  The Crocodile Hunter Get Wet & Wild 5:30 Inside The Pga Tour (R)
Diaries 9:30 Triumph of Life The
11:30  Big Five, Little Five Eternal Arms Race 6:00 Mad About Sport (R)
Leopard 10:30  Science Frontiers 6:30  14th Sultan Azlan Shah
12:30  The Planet's Funniest Beating the Odds Cup Malaysia South
Animals 11:30  Reasonable Doubt Korea Vs Pakistan (R)
1:00  Animal X Goat Sucker Guilty or Innocent? 8:00  Sportsline (L)
1:30 gir:idmal Miracles Fire N AT|ON AL 8:30 ;C\)Lfnl?eRl\j;ir?s? §f4fi(|;-i|§|u}£im
2:30  Action Big Cat GEOGRAPHIC 2005 (T)
4:30 Big Five, Little Five 9:30 Expeditions To The 9:30 Real Professional
Leopard . Edge V\I_res_tling 2005
5:30  The Crocodile Hunter 10:30  Interpol Investigates Highlights(T)
Diaries 11:30  Ng Special 10:30  Sportsline (R)
6:30 The Planet's Funniest 12:30 Unlocking Da Vinci's 11:00 Tna Impact (R)
Animals Code: The Full Story 12:00 Football Asia (R)
7:00 Animal X Goat Sucker 2:30 Interpol Investigates ESPN
7:30 Apimal Miracles Fire 3:30 Wonders Of The Sea 300 Hitz (R
Bird 4:30 Backyard Science 8:29 SI Zr(t ) ter India (T
8:30 Action Big Cat 4:45 Doc Eureka 8:30 Mp?j :ge” eSr n 'aT( )
10:30  The Natural World 5:00  Serious: Arctic ; K'a . ?:llﬂ 20'1 ( I) o
Indonesia Fire Islands 5:30 Snake Wranglers ggg P'a”‘;s I‘-el)'( th_’Pr‘?a (T)
11:30  Big Five, Little Five 6:00 Planet Wild 16-30 UgSa v‘\)IUf 19! ICg) ts (T)
Buffel N " Gof Championship.
DISCOVE RY 7530 T Englewood Co Usa
8:30 Uss Ronald Reagan Final Round (R)
Queens The Making Of C HANNEL 9:30 Megastructures 1:30 The Open Champion-
Miss India 9:30 Horror Stories 10:30  Seconds From Disaster ’ e P mp
: i L . f ‘ ship 2005 Preview(R)
Star Asia Travel 10:30  Wild Discovery Africa's 11:30  Animal Nightmares . :
Obrah Winfrev Sh Biq Fi 2:00 The Open Champion-
e VIR STAR SPORTS S 2005 St Andrews
Sl Sl ; atra, . 8:30 The Golf Club (R) Scotland First Round(L)
Hollywood Squares 12:00  Amazing Baby Videos . . .
h - . 9:00 Fim World Enduro 5:30 Espn School Quiz 2005
Whose Line Is It 12:30  Battlefield Detectives Championshios 2005 m
Anyway Who Sank the Armada EIRIMD ALY ) '

. Most Czech Republic 6:00 The Open Champion-
iy e Vi e 1:30 Great Cars 9:30 Extremes Downunder ship 2005 St. Andrews
= o St it ol

e Simpsons : . i ' 8:30 Sportscenter India (L
That 70s Show 330 Celebrity Doubles 10:00  Atp Tennis Campbell's 9:00 TEO oscen grh ndia (_)
: : Hall Of Fame Tennis d € Open Lhampion
Friends 4:00 Great Romances of the ‘ohi ship 2005 St. Andrews

' 20" Century Howard C'ships 2005 Newport >

Newsradio Ri Usa Men's Semifinal Scotland First Round
The Practice Hughes & Eva Gardner )
Rockstar 4:30  Wild Discovery Match #1(R)
JAG Endurance 1:30  TnaWresting (R) TEN SPORTS
S.talr Asia Travel 6:00 Zach's Ultimate Guide 12:30  Track & Field/ Athletics 8:15 WWE After Burn
Newsradio Sharks laaf Outdoor Gp2005- | 40:45 Wi v SL, 1st Test Day 1
Friends 6:30 Discovery Wings Air Meeting Lille Metropole HiLs

! Traffic Control Lille France (R) 10:30  WIvSL, st Test Day 2
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