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seoe Executive Diractor
® oM i Unitad Nations Population P
offaam Ay o % Fund (UNFPA) co@® ) UNFPA Hepresantativa
SelEER] AT T et Bangladesh
+9 A 3832 |
| I “ 38 T 3500 Message -':: ﬁ:“‘: 1
. Biaty ‘J‘“"’ a uridars of the United Mations prochimed their detsrmination o dave ﬂ 2
m ﬁ"” e ﬁﬂ"l | ﬁm ST (T N ASS T succeading nanpnlmnr from the scourges of war, o mailiom failh kn foman Aghts, in the dignity and Message

wortit of iha human peman, in the equal d?‘h‘!u al man and women and of nations large: and small
They pledged (hair datarmination fo establish concditions Lndsre which justice and the ruls of law could
ta rnalrllmneli and socil progress and batter standands af life in t freadam could be promatad.

St docades ator, it is claarar than svar balons MHat hum.ui tlghts must be at the centar of

efforts 1o raduce poverty, discrimination and confiiet, Today pr Waild Population Day, [t us
recommit oursiives fo this vidion of a battar world, Lat uu et oursehes B squallty,
{ustice dnd human dghis for all.

‘The banefits of gender equality are many. They include a Hl;.har quality of lifs for indvidual
waman and girls, and stronger famillas. communitias and cogntras

On tha othar hard, the gosts of maintaining neduality are alba high and can ba measured by
brokan bodies, shattared dregms and crushod spidts. The costs include high rates of
maternal death and disability beagause wormen's haalth (s nat made a political prarity. Todak
poor saxual and reprodustive he i l=adirig cause of déath and liness for women in the
davaltping world. No other aroa of haalth rFilﬂl:h thes large [nequilies betwean rich and poor.
Bolh ameng and within counirias. Povarty and inadquality dlsg fual the accalamtian of HIY
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I have the pleasure [0 congratulata the Govemmant of the Paopla's Rapublic of Bangiadash |
for abserving the World Population Day 2006 with enthusiasm, commitment and fnfare.
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The key theme of this years World Populaion Day is "Equality”. Equality means that,
"Girls attend as much school as bays, aconomic opportunities are opan to women, and
poar fmilles banalit from the support of healthy mothars. Equality alsa maans that
wamean are (ully empowerad 1o participata In politics and decision-making.*

Equality is a devalopmant priority, which [Bads to smpowsrmant anc contributes to anding
poverty. All intarmational devalopmant platforms ineluding Millennium Development Goals affirm
wamen's human gights and commits full participation and empowearment of the world's women.

Ik this connaction, wa would (ke to highlight the faet that the Government of Bangladesh has
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B Wm AT B OIS infectan, becauss women [4ci the powss 1o negofiate (heif personal safaty. Another cost (5 takan notawarthy stops in achiaving "Equality® in the areas of women's participation and
! 0 2 > : the egniinuation of harmiul practices that place the ives of woden and girs IIn danger. Far aducation in mcznt wp:m_ F‘Egl‘ll‘\r;ﬂg&ﬂ%:lﬁ fnlw;\:lmnﬂ in tha fecal Union Cuincirgpaq well as el &
S S e s @ e TR o o Safe o S | | it oopertuniigs it anraua hesth nssa. Bt perhans iha highost cost of gandar | | 1 1he Clul Service and frem educafon foe RIS o IRRAS Secoidury el drn tho. malcr i
’m‘lﬁf ﬁﬁqﬁ B M @ AT ST At W S discriminatan is widaspread viclance against somen and girts, which. remalng one of the axamples of (ha govemment's ardaavor of achising equity. Howevar, thaugh remarkable e B @ TEEibeEm TR e SEian @ A H
i EIEES ATE most pe ® and shamalul human fghts viclslions, compromising the parsanal gecusity prograss has been mads in somea areas, Bangladash atill has a lot (o do In ansuring equality, 3 : [
q !Jm['-’h s NG ) dra afeh wm spim wie e sl  iberty, dignity and weil-tizing of millians of woman and nhLI n werldwide. smpawarment and quality reproductive haalth sarvicas for women. wpeifaad | Ay ST AEEE WA e el g 5w |

The warld ean o batar. The soiutions ane well known and effective. They include univarsal
aducation far all girls and bays, the remeval of bariens o women's equal participation in
sociEl, cultuml, scanomiic and political ife. tha unqasrnlnﬂrp of bays and men in the stuggle
for aqun\r. MAsS awiraness rising campugng, and ihe iImplementation of laws and policies
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Against this backdrp, UNFPA Bangladash has haen working to support the efforts of the SR e wElEEE S S e e e e« W‘I".Eﬁ.:
G ant of Bangladaesh in th ?mms ol population and gtlsm!icp t 5i 1974, Wi |
overnmeant of i i meant since . We ERE HTETEE SnE = o SR e ¥ SO sl
will continue to wark in parinamhiE with the: government and other staksholders. in % N S G alll T g |

that promals and protact the fll range of intamationdlly agredel Ruman rights, neluding (ha achiaving the [CPD, MDGs and PRSP goals conceming reproductive health, family Heofls Wl AW AT B |

Tight 1o saxual and reprodu haalth Al of (hesa actions full under the banner of "egualig planning, gendar aquity and equality leading fo the well being of the paaple of the counltry,

Equallty ts an end in (el ﬂﬁ!::ﬂl enmarstong of devalopmant. Equality s a gaal that damands i -'
sustained palitical commitmient and leadarship. Today, an riel Fopulation Day, | umga
Inaders almrl“uwal 10 spaak abaut the great gains that equal fights offer he antire human 1
famiky and to eonerela and urgent action to make thase nghts & reality. . | r

Qe Suneata Mjikherjee
Tha e Mﬁ thﬂ d X UNFPA Reprasentative

\ Exacutive Diractor of Unitad Nations Population Fund /
NSDP: Working to Improve Health Care and Empower Women in Bangladesh

Bangladesh L
N s k / \ E13 CYT8 T A
NSDP is pleased to sponsor World Population Day and supports the theme of empowaring wamen. Qur "Smiling Sun” elinics provide care equally to girls and boys, but slightly mora girls under the age of &

are lreatad at program clinics. p U S n I D

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

NSDP is a network of 318 clinics, 8,000 satafiite clinics and 7,000 female community health workars serving

Iha poor in Bangladesh. All our 2,000 paramedics, alds and counselors are women, as are half our NGO staff. We wish those involved in this year's World Population Day every success.

‘NSDP places special emphasis on impraving the health care available to women - 75% of NSDP
clients are women. Matermal health and family planning comprise mare than hall of the services
provided by NSDOF.

Robert J. Timmons, PhD, Chief of Party, NSDP.

NSDP




