4 DTINES
L0 Ioan homel

7 Bangladeshis
Killed in fire in
| audl Arabia
Bnﬂmvs Dhaka

S0 Bangladeshi and an Yeméni
mq:atﬁatmtke;s were suffocated

by fumes'when a fire swept through
‘a Tocked furniture warchouse in

‘which they lived in Taef of western

'Saudmrabiaon Saturday evening.
* "The ill-fated workers were not
I')h.lml but died of suffocation inside
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

¢ Baﬁkl‘{rfa vis.lnngmdlan parlia-
Adelegation yesterday said
£5 nol hﬂrbour any Indian

tet in Bangiadesh and some
:.. SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

CARETAKER GOVT REFORMS

demandinJS

Plays down ess entlals price hlke

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester- .

day urged Awami League (AL) to
place its demand for reforms of the
caretaker governiment system in the
House where it will be discussed, if
necessary.

Winding up the budget sessicm,
Khaleda blasted the AL for demand-

ing such reforms and said the oppo-

sition's activities are a conspiracy to

create anarchy and tarnish the

image ofthe country,

The prime minister also told the

PM urges AL to place

House although prices of essentials
have not increased, some newspa-
pers are reporting on the issue 'for
nothing',

“They (the AL) want a caretaker
government that will be of the
Awami League, by the Awami
League and for the Awami League, "
she maintained.

"o, have such a caretaker gov-

© ernment, they are now holding

frequent meetmgs but cannot reach

toanagreement,” sheadded.
"The caretaker government is
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

wviw, thedailystar net

NSI regrets
attackon

lensmen

Case to be withdrawn
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Director General (DG) of National
SecurityIntelligence (NSI) yesterday,
expressed regret at the July 7 inci-
dent ofattacks on the photojournal-
ists and said that a case filed against
the lensmen the same day would be
withdrawn,

NSI is carrying out an investiga-
tion into the incident, and has
agreed to meet also the other
demands of the journalists, NSI DG
Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury told a
delegation of journalists athis office;
yesterday.

The journalists earlier had
demanded punitive actions against
the culprits, compensation for: the
property damages of the journalists,
and medical expenses for theinjured,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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SECOND 'EDITION

Govt to enact law for HC
judge recruitment

Plan to bring competent people in ]udzczary,
rid it of commversjy

ZAYADUL AHSAN and
JULFIKAR ALT MANIK

Bﬁ:ngladesh Biman's crash-landed
DE-10 aircraft at Chittagong Shah
Amanat International Airport was
ﬁnu]lysaflvagedycsicrdaya&erludays
frantic attempts by joint teams of
“and Civil Aviation
Aihiiomyeiaangadesh{mh)

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

The government is going to iniro-
duce a law determining the criteria
for appointment of judges to the
High Court (HC) to bring more
competent and experienced people
inthe judiciary,

Currently, one having at least 10
years' experience in the legal prac-

tice and service can be an HC judge.
The existing rules enable many less
qualified people to get the job,
experts say.

Fifty-five judges were recmited
in the last three and a halfyears, The
appointment of many of them
sparked criticism as they were
reportedly recruited on political
considerations.

Commenting on the new judges,

eminent junst Dr Kamal Hossain
once observed that there are people
among them who cannot even write

+ asingle sentence correctly in English,

Not only the appointment and
qualification, the confirmation of
judges has also become an issuc of
debate. The four-party government
didnot confinm 15 additional judges
of the High Court who were

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

20,000 evacuated on
another bomb scare

Birmingham police say threat was
specific; 3 held at Heathrow

AGENCIES, London

Nerves frayed as the hunt for the
London bombers intensified yester-
day amid a scare in Britain's second
city of Birmingham, where police
evacuated some 20,000 people to
investigate asuspect package.

As distraught friends and rt:la-
tives continued to search frantically
for 25 missing loved ones following
the carnage in London, bomb dis-
posal squad officers carried out four

controlled’ explosions on a bus in
central Birmingham and probed a
box with wires coming out and' a
switchontop.

"The threat that we responded to
yesterday was very specific,” West
Midlands police chief constable
Paul Scott-Lee told a news confer-
ence,

"It was specific about the time
and also the locations ... The people
of Birmingham were in danger last

¢ SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

b
JS body to re
law mini stry' "

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The parliamentary standing com-
mittee on law ministry yesterday
decided to review the ministry's role
in the much talked-about presiden-
‘tial amnesty granted to a person
who was sentenced to death in a
double-murder case.

The committee asked the minis-
try to submit a report in its next
meeting scheduled for July 21,
stating the opinions the ministry
had given on the matter.

"We will inform the committee of

day's committee
Sangsad Bhabani
Afterdiscussing’
one and a half i
was adjourned.

both the ruling 1

pmestunkpmin e discussion.
The cnmmim:e bers said

they have no question about the

of _mercy but

_f-dma Bndge deal

Asks Dhaka to get Jamuna
bndge financier group

tdn totheexpecmuan Japanis
: :nnt_ gulng to sign any agreement
."sﬂth!?'angladcsh over the proposed
. 51.3 billion Padma Bridge during
f . Priine Minister Khaleda Zia's visit to

‘Tokyo onjuly12-15.

;f % "Japan isvery much interested to

build this bridge. Butitalone cannot
fund $1.3 billion for the bridge. We
cannot make any commitment
now,” said Japanese Ambassador
Matsushiro Horiguchi while talking
to The Daily Star in his office last

week.
Bangladesh was expecting that it
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

PM flies to
Japan today

Focus on trade,
investment.
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister (PM) Khaleda Zia
flies to Tokyo today on a four-day
high-profile visit to hold talks with
Japanese PM Junichiro Koizumi to
further promote trade, investment
and economic ties.

"This visit has great pOanﬂﬂlh

“and we think this is going to be an

watershed in our bilateral tics,”
Foreign Secretary Hemayetuddin
told reportersyesterday.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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mnlernrpwd sound slecp for whole night on

I SWANMATTRESS is a MAGIC for you because it ensures healthy
distribution of vour body's weight thoroughly on the mattress,
I Not only sound sleep: SSYAN MATTRESS gives you total

Hope ymubod} will be LIVELY with touch ofS\U.\F MATTRESS,
> ONLY YOU NEED TO BE HABITUATED.
Our principles are notonly to sale more bitt 1o enstire !
L Best Quality & Best Services to Valued Customers
U Timely f]e]ivcry of materials
U Transparency in every respect
Liﬂmmty in Busmcﬁ hrmly & mml enﬁrunmnnl

More relaxation;
More enjoyment
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b' 110 minutes talk time to all mobile networks & 130 FREE minutes to Banglalink numbers. Anytime of the day.
. All existing customers (M2M & Standard) will enjoy this offer for the next 6 months - starting June 8th, 2005.
Q For new customers, 6 months start from the day of activation. Buy now as offer on new connections valid for limited time only.
‘ Free minutes will be added to your account within 24 hours and be valid for 30 days.

| e _,_.No need to worry about peak or off-peak. Easier for you, to simply talk!
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