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Allegations of corruption
against Bogra judge

Bar Council to file a complaint
with the district and sessions judge

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

The Bogra District Bar Council has
brought allegations of corruption
against a judge and decided to file a
complaint against him with the district
and sessions judge, seeking steps for
investigation and legal action.

The copies of the complaint
against Joint District Judge Atiqur
Rahman will also be sent to the chief
justice, the law minister and the law
secretary, said Al Mahmud, general
secretary of the bar council.

The decision in this regard was
taken at a meeting of the bar council
held on June 12 with its President
Meer Igbalinthe chair.

Speakers at the meeting also said
that the Pabna District Bar Council
also brought similar charges against
Judge Atiqur Rahman when he was
serving in Pabna district earlier.

When contacted, Judge Atiqur
Rahman refuted the allegations,
saying that the lawyers are angry at
him as he dismissed a Tk 10 crore
defamation suit filed by the lawyers
against the deputy commissioner.

In this regard, the council leaders
said they had filed a petition with the
district judge's court, praying for
transfer of the case from Rahman's
court as they feared they would not
getjustice.

But Judge Rahman dismissed the
case despite the district judge's
instruction to transfer it to another
court, they said.

Regarding similar corruption
charges brought by the lawyers in
Pabna, Judge Rahman said the
Pabna Bar Council went against him
because he had a misunderstanding
with a senior lawyer.
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Information Minister M Shamsul Islam speaks at a view exchange meeting with the journalists on the awareness
building campaign of Mass Comnmunication Directorate at the secretariatin the city yesterday.

Prof Kamaluddin's
contributions recalled

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leading scientists and academics from
home and abroad yesterday gathered
at a special symposium to pay homage
to Prof Kamaluddin Ahmad, a visionary
scientist and an internationally reputed
scholar, on the occasion of his first
death anniversary today.

The symposium titled 'Creating and
translating nutrition and biochemical
sciences for the benefit of mankind' also
highlighted his development of numer-
ous cost-effective and scientifically
elegant solutions to critical nutritional
deficiencies and diseases.

Speakers on the first day of the two-
day symposium recalled his contribu-
tions to research including discovering
the physiological role of vitamin C in the
prevention of neurolathyrism as moder-
atorof nerve impulses.

Speaking as chief guest,
President lajuddin Ahmed said, "Prof
Ahmad brought an extraordinary
degree of commitment and left a
legacy that would be pursued by
many others. Through his long and
prolific career and research, he
made contributions that now stand

asalegendin his field."

Presenting a keynote paper on the
life and work of Prof Ahmad, Prof Irwin
H Rosenberg of USA said, "Beyond his
founding the Departments of
Biochemistry, Pharmacy and the
Institute of Nutrition and Food Sciences
at Dhaka University, he was a leader of
the scientific community atlarge."

Education Minister Dr M Osman
Farruk, Prof Wiliam B Greenough of
John Hopkins University and Prof
Marshall Larry Reiner of
Massachusetts, USA, Dr Naiyyum
Choudhury, former chairman of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission, and Charles Larson,
acting director of ICDDR,B also spoke
onthe occasion.

Prof Kamaluddin Charitable Trust
and ICDDR,B have jointly organised
the symposium.

Prof Kamaluddin was the first to
produce successfully experimental
lathyrism in animals (guineapigs and
monkeys) in the history of this disease
that has afflicted millions in Asia,
Europe and Africa.

College teacher
murdered in
Rajshahi

BsSsS, Rajshahi

A college teacher was murdered by
the unidentified miscreants at
Meherchandi under Matihar police
station in the city on Saturday, police
sources said yesterday.

The victim was identified as
Shariful Islam alias Sharif, 35, son of
Shamsher Mondal, a teacher of
Shayampurhat Degree College
under Mohanpur upazila.

Quoting his relatives police said,
Sharif went out of his residence for
his paternal home at Meherchandi
in the early morning on Saturday but
did not return since than.

GRP police recovered the body
of Sharif from near the railway line,
adjacent to Rajshahi University
campus, on Saturday night and sent
it to the Rajshahi Medical College

Hospital morgue for post-mortem.

India's secret Aids anguish

REUTERS, Kottayam, India

"Manoj," 8, and "Lakshmi," 6, know
there is something wrong with
mummy and daddy. They know it's
serious, but they have no idea what
it is. Or that one day soon it will
probably kill their parents.

The Indian government says its
campaigns are finally beating
prejudice and ignorance and slow-
ing the spread of HIV/Aids in a
country where the number of suffer-
ers -- 5 million of them -- is roughly
the same as the world's Aids capital,
South Africa.

But there is no sign of change on
the ground. Hospitals throw patients
from their beds, employers sack
them, their healthy children are cast
out of schools, and, when they die,
their families lie so they can bury or
cremate them on holy ground.

And they can'ttell the children.

"When we found out, we planned
to kill ourselves," says "Shyamala,"
smiling as Manoj and Lakshmi play
just out of earshot and stilling her
husband's fidgeting hand. "But
when we found out the children
were not infected, we decided to
live.

"We are praying that we can live
until our children can look after
themselves. Then we can die
peacefully -- that's our hope."

None of the family wanted their
real names used for fear of being
stigmatised.

Tonight, the family has dressed
up and travelled five hours from
home to secretly seek rice, some
sugar and spices and a shoulder to
cry on from a Catholic nun in a
distant village where no one knows
them.

Both Shyamala and her husband
"Padmanabhan" are jobless, and
with no unemployment benefits in
India, the only way they can feed
their children is to seek help from
groups for Aids victims. "Even our
neighbours and relatives don't know
we have the disease," says 33-year-
old Shyamala, dressed in her finest
sari, a shining brown, trimmed in
greenand gold.

To explain the free food and keep
their secret, the couple told their
children they have come for a wed-
ding celebration.

Officially, the infection rate in
the world's second most populous
country is less than 0.1 percent,
compared with around 10 percent
in South Africa. The government
says its campaign cut new infec-
tions to 28,000 in 2004 from
520,000 in 2003. But many cases
are not reported and the dramatic
fall is disputed.

"Our numbers may not be
exactly accurate," Science Minister
Kapil Sibal conceded at a recent
Aids conference, adding that poor
healthcare and rampant disease
means many die of other causes
without them, or anyone else, ever
knowing they are infected.

Those who can, stay away from
government hospitals, where
reporting is compulsory, and go to
private clinics or voluntary groups
for screening or treatment.

"We are seeing more and more
infected people, particularly new
cases, coming to our clinics," says
Irfan Khan, of the Naz Foundation, a
leading HIV/Aids and sexual health
agency.

Experts say the number of peo-
ple infected could quadruple within
five years and the World Bank
warns HIV/Aids will become the
single largest killer in India unless
there is more progress on preven-
tion.

Discrimination against those with
HIV/Aids is not illegal. The govern-
ment says it is working on a law to
change that soon. It has been for
more than ayear now.

Dr Gigi Thomas, an anesthetist
who has just returned to southern
India from 10 years working in South
Africa, was shocked by the igno-
rance and stigma when she came
back.

Equally disturbing were the
attitudes of some men.

"The husband finds out, he
infects his wife and then he goes
away. And in two years' time, he
writes and says 'l wanted you to get

it'," she says. "Sometimes, the wife
is called years later to look after him
on his deathbed and then finds out
she hasit."

Six years ago, Sister Dolores
Kannampuzha, a feisty, graying
Catholic nun from the Medical
Mission Sisters, led a group of
women of all religions to form the
Cancer and Aids Shelter Society
(CASS), with the aim of "reaching
the unreached with love."

Among the coconut palms of the
rubber-growing centre of Kottayam
in India's far southwest, they built a
care centre and turned a 170-year-
old royal hunting lodge into a sewing
school.

CASS runs support groups,
awareness campaigns and school
sexual health programmes and
gives care, medicine and food to the
dying. But it has been a long battle
against prejudice.

When hospitals would not touch
the bodies of HIV/Aids victims,
CASS bought its own fleet of vans
as ambulances and hearses. When
the church at first refused to accept
victims in its cemetery, CASS per-
suaded the authorities to open a
crematorium.

"It took us two years even to be
allowed to cremate the bodies,"
Sister Dolores says. Then the
crematorium broke down.

"Even now, the relatives are very
much afraid to say what they died
of," she says, adding that some
families still lie to avoid trouble. "lt's
aterrible thing tolie," she smiles.

It is late. Shyamala and her
husband -- who became infected
while working in Bombay as a
labourer before they married in
1996 -- must begin the long trip
home.

Sister Dolores asks them to call
from a public phone to let her know
when they reach safely.

"This is like a tsunami -- we are
really suffering," she says. "These
are not simply stories. These are
living stories. For me, it breaks my
heart."
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