The crash-landed DC-10 aircraft of Bangladesh Biman is lying beside the Chittagong airport runway as salvage

operationis yetto start.

DC-10 CRASH-LANDING

Pilots, flight engineer

suspended

Rescue work may start today, domestic flights resume

STARE CORRESPONDENT

The govemmentyesterday remaoved
Captain Selim from the postof chief
of safety after he crash-landed the
DC-10, dircraft in Chittagong on
Friday ¢ uhd also suspendedhim, the
co-pilotahdtheflightengineer
Sources at Biman Bangladesh

Airlines said Captain Selim, First
Officer Captain Rezwan and the
Indonesian flight engineer have
beensuspended,

The Bimanflight,BG-048,flyinng
from Dubai with' 215 people on
board belly-landed and skidded off
the runway at Shah Amanat
Intemational Airpont at 8:40am on
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Friday"duetatechnicalglitch”,

A source said Captain Selim's
lack of expertise in landing the
aircraft "hasbeen proven®. Officials
at the flight operation tower in
Chittagonghad repeatedlytold him
to comrect the positionof the aircraft
thatwas notin the right positionfor
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Outcry for an end

to Niko drilling

1QRAL SIDDIQUEE, Syiiiet

Niko's move to drill a fresh reliefwell
at ‘Tengmtila gas field while the
infermo at the present one contin-
ued for the ninth day yesterday has
intensified public demands to
immediately halt the Canadian
company's operations and addeda
new dimension to the agitation
apainstit.

Leaders and activists of Sylhet
district and city Awamni League (AL),
a number of organisations from
Dhaka, Sylhet and Sunamganj and
locals blamed the government for
allowing the ‘incompetent com-
pany to destroy the gas resources
repeatedly

Theydemandedscrappingofthe
gontract with Niko and’ action

againstit for massive destruction of
gas and environment, and creating
serioushealthhazaxds.

Sylhet district and city AL held a
rally at the city's court point yester-
day to protest ‘government failure’
to protect the gas field from destmic-
tion. The rally also demanded
proper compensation to the
affectedprople

Speakers at the rally alleged
powerful quarters within the gov-
emmentare backing Nikoalthough
its negligenceand incfficiencyhave
caused a'national disaster. This is
why no action has yet been taken
againstthecompany

Thdy wamed of tougher action
progammes if the contract with

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Tk 830 crore as il
unpaid by govt bodi

Finance minister meets with defaulting
ministries today

RiJAUL KARIM BYRON

The finance minisier meets high
officials of other ministries today to
discuss ways to realise Tk 830 crore
outstandinggas bills from different
ministries and semi-government
organisationsunderthem:

Till March' this year, the semi-
government organisations owed TK
743 crore and the ministies Tk 87
croretothe gassupplyauthorities.

In spite of frequent reminders

thedefaultergovermmentand semi-
government organisations are not
paying their gas bills, the energy
ministry noted in a report to the
financeminister

As a result, the energy ministry
cannot pay its dues to the govern-
mentas well as to differentintema-
tional oil companies (10C), the
reportnoted.

Semi-government organisations
under the power and energy minis-
try top thelist of defaultersowing Tk

485 crore, followed by those under
the industries ministry with around
Tk176crore outstandingbills:

The organisationsunderthe jute
ministry owe Tk 64 crore and those
under the textile ministry about Tk
15 crore tothegassuppliers

Among the ministres, housing
and public works ministry tops the
defaulters list with Tk 31.74 crore
dues, followed by the homeministry
withTk10.31crore billsunpaid.

' SEE PAGE 15COL 3

Businessman
shot dead at
workplace

STARF CORRESPONDENT

Unknown criminals shot dead an
Awami League (AL) leader and
businessman inside his Jigatola
office in the city yesterday after-

noon.

Eive youths went to the office of
Kamnl Alam on the ground floor of
a four-storey building at 2:45pm,
gave a visiting card of local
JatiyatabadiChhatm Dal leader Arif
to office peonsand sought Kamnl's
penmissionto meet.

"After getting Kamnul's pennis-

sion, the ‘gang entered his office

room and soon we heand seven or
SEE PAGE 15COL 3

Parting Thomas calls
Bangladesh a
moderate country

UNB, Dhaka

USAmbassadoriiammy KThomasleft
Dhaka yesterday, saying that
Bangladeshisamodermte country:
"I didn't say Bangladesh is a
moderate Muslim coun-
try...Bangladesh is a moderate
country with Muslim majority," he
said at Zia International’ Airport
before flying for home to join his
new assignment at the State
Departinentaftera two-yearstintas
USambassadorio Bangladesh,
Thomas expressed the hope that
the next general elections in
SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Thomas waives al ZIA

TAX, GAS, POWER PRICING
Tata, govt to appoint
int'l consultant

jAsIM UDDIN KHAN

Thegovernmentand theTataGroup
in' the third-round negotiations
yesterday. decided to appoint an
independent intemational consul-
tantto fixtax holidayfacilityand gas
and power pricing for the proposed
$2.5billioninvestment.

Both parties will propose names
tomormowtoselectthe consultant.

"The pricing of gas and power
and extension of tax incentive to
such a heavyweight industrial con-
glomerate needs suggestions from.
an internationally experienced:
consiitant,"said a top-level official

who attended negotiations prefer-

ringanonymity

The Indian corporate giant
intends ta buy 2 TCF (trillion cubic
feet) gas from the government,
which plans to buy 500-megawatt
electricity from Tata's proposed
1000-megawatt coal-based power
plant.

Two sides also discussed the
govemment proposal on the land
for the proposed Tata steel plant,
with the government wanting to
allocate wetland at Ruppur in
Ishwardi to Tata. But Tata has asked
forlandina denselypapulatedarea
adjacentto Ruppur

The opening session of the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

The Bangladesh Cricket Team's

o r
over world champion-Australia
proved that anything is
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I Talk Longer?!

&

@ 110 minutes talk time to all mobile networks & 130 FREE minutes to Banglalink numbers. Anytime of the day.
@ All'existing customers (M2M & Standard) will'enjoy this offer for the next 6 months - starting June 8th, 2005,
@ For new customers, 6 months start from the day of activation. Buy now as offer on new connections valid for limited time only.
@ Free minutes will be added to your account within 24 hours and be valid for 30 days.

No need to worry about peak or off-peak. Easier for you, to simply talk!
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“www.banglalinkgsm.com.

ban-glal*inl?
you, first!
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