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Ronaldo awed
by champions

REUTERS, Sao Paulo

Brazil striker Ronaldo said on
Wednesday that his place in the
world champions'team was no longer
guaranteed but stood by his decision
to skip the Confederations Cup.

Ronaldo missed the two-week
tournament in Germany after saying
he needed a rest and his replacement
Adriano took full advantage by finish-
ing as topscorer with five goals.

Adriano's tally included two in
Wednesday's final as Brazil beat
Argentina4-1.

"(Coach Carlos Alberto) Parreira
said that my place is guaranteed, but |
don't think it works that way," Ronaldo
toldreporters.

"I know thatif | don't score goals, he
won'tpickme."

Ronaldo insisted on sitting out the
Confederations Cup despite warnings
from Parreira that he would not accept
fatigue as an excuse.

Parreira eventually accepted
Ronaldo's arguments but also
dropped him from two World Cup
qualifiers in early June in which
Ronaldo had wanted to play.

"l did what | thought was right,
which was to have a holiday," said
Ronaldo.

"I wanted to give priority to prepar-
ing for the World Cup next year," he
said.

"I want to prepare very well so | get
to the end of the season without any
physical problems. | want it to be the
yearofmylife."

Meanwhile, Brazil's 2002 World
Cup final goalscoring hero announced
on Wednesday he had invested in a
motor racing team to fly under the
Brazilian flag for the inaugural A1
series later this year.

Ronaldo was joined as a fellow
investor by Brazil's two-time Formula
One champion Emerson Fittipaldi.

The A1 series will pit country
against country in what is being
termed as a world cup of motorsport,
which begins in September and runs
till March next year, and will feature all
the teams using similar cars, engines
andtyres.

Ronaldo expressed his hope that
not only would he make money out of
the venture but Brazil would also
triumph.

"l love car racing," said Ronaldo.
"Our country has a great tradition in the
sportand we want to maintain that."

Aside from Fittipaldi, who was
named technical director, other great
Brazilian Formula One aces include
the late triple champion Ayrton Senna
and fellow three-time world titleholder
Nelson Piquet.

Aside from Brazil there are teams
pledged from Australia, China, South
Africaand Lebanon.

Back to painting
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finals," Parreira, who coached Brazil
to the 1994 World Cup title, told the
internet site of Brazilian paper
Esportes Terra.

It is the third time Parreira -
whose contract runs till after the
finals - has coached the Brazilians,
starting with an eight month spell in
1983 followed by the successful
term which led to the 1994 World
Cup and this one which began in
2003.

Parreira, a noted seascapes
artist, was also a member of the
great Brazil side that won the 1970
World Cup final when he was a
physical trainer.

Aside from Brazil he has also
coached Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates and in club football
notably Spanish giants Valencia
and Tturkish outfit Fenerbahce.

Did U Know?

Andrew Flintoff became the first bowler in
England-Bangladesh ODIs to claim four
wickets in an innings twice. At Chittagong in
2003-04, he had claimed four for 14.

Rafael Benitez

(Liverpool manager)

"We are preparing a special
weightlifting plan for Gerrard's
shoulders because we want him to
lift a lot of trophies for Liverpool in
the nextfew years."

On his plans for Steven Gerrard.

'They went for a samba’

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro

Brazilians sud-
denly regained
interest in their
national team on
Thursday, bury-
ing their previous
criticism and
indifference as they celebrated a 4-
1 Confedera-tions Cup final win
over arch-rivals Argentina.

The Brazilian media gloated
while their perplexed Argentine
counterparts admitted their team
were played off the pitch by the
world champions in Wednesday's
finalin Frankfurt.

Most Brazilian newspapers
opted for headlines with references
to dancing, an act of revenge after
their rivals used similar terms to
describe Argentina's 3-1 win over
Brazil in a World Cup qualifier in
Buenos Aires on June 8.

"They went for a samba," said O
Globo over a picture of dejected
Argentine striker Luciano Figueroa
lying face down in the grass. "It was
a dance," said the sports daily
Lance.

The Jornal dos Sports took a

different tack with "To the Hexa"
(sixth world title)" while the Gazeta
Esportivo went for "Don't cry for me
Argentina."

"It's possible that some of (Ar-
gentina coach) Jose Pekerman's
players are still looking for the ball,"
said Lance.

It was all very different to media
coverage of the tournament's earlier
stages.

Brazil were criticised for their
inconsistency -- they lost to Mexico
and drew with Japan in the group
stage -- and the tournament itself
was labelled an unnecessary waste
oftime.

Striker Adriano, who finished as
the tournament's top scorer with five
goals after his brace on Wednesday,
had been dismissed as clumsy and
an unworthy replacement for
Ronaldo, who was rested from the
competition at his own request.

Defender Roque Junior was so
annoyed at being repeatedly criti-
cised that he had a heated
exchange with Brazil's best known
television commentator in a training
session earlier this week.

The defender said he was being
persecuted and demanded respect.

On Thursday, though, O Globo
gave Roque Junior eight out of 10
for his performance with the verdict:
"He marked firmly and was careful
not to give away free kicks around
thearea."

Adriano was widely acclaimed as
the tournament's best player and
most commentators were discuss-
ing who will partner him in attack at
the World Cup next year, assuming
Brazil qualify.

Argentine papers, who had
poked fun at their rivals three weeks
ago, conceded their team had been
outplayed.

"For a while, you even felt like
applauding Brazil with more envy
that hatred," wrote sports daily Ole.
"Brazil were terribly superior.”

Clarin wrote: "Adriano is a pen-
alty area animal who always wants
to play against Argentina because
he has the formula to make our lives
bitter.

"But the difference was not just
Adriano because his team-mates
worked perfectly. Robinho was
brimming with talent while Kaka and
Ronaldinho, who came from deep,
opened up spaces and master-
minded the attack."

Cafu's clone?

AFP, Frankfurt

Ronaldinho,
Kaka, Adriano
and Robinho are
known as the
Fantastic Four
in Brazil and four
goals from
three-quarters of the quartet
crushed Argentina in the
Confederations Cup final on
Wednesday.

But a less celebrated member of
the World Cup holders' side played
a key role in all four strikes in the 4-1
victory - the stocky right-back
Cicinho, who was only playing
because veteran Cafu decided to
miss this tournament.

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira said repeatedly that he was
using this tournament 12 months
ahead of the World Cup to test out a
new offensive scheme involving the
four stars.

It had stuttered in the 1-0 defeat
to Mexico and Adriano single-
handedly rescued his teammates
with two goals in the 3-2 victory over
Germany in the semi-final.

In the final however Brazil
imposed their brand of irresistible
attacking play against their arch
rivals from South America who had
beaten them 3-1 in a World Cup
qualifier just days before coming to
Germany.

As a storm rumbled overhead,
Argentina were hit with two thunder
claps in just over a quarter of an
hour.

Adriano took a pass from
Cicinho, danced over Gabriel
Heinze's tackle and lashed a left-
foot shot past Argentinian goal-
keeper German Lux for his fourth
goal of the tournament.

Five minutes later, Cicinho was
involved in the buildup again, finding
Robinho who slotted the ball to Kaka.

With ridiculous ease, the AC
Milan man lifted the ball into the
Argentinian net.

Two minutes into the second
half, an unmarked Ronaldinho
scored his first goal of this
Confederations Cup - his 27th in 60
internationals - with an easy side-
footed volley from a perfect cross
supplied by that man Cicinho who
was stretching Argentina's defence
on the right wing.

Only a superb stop from Lux
prevented Kaka scoring his second
goal of the night after a rapid coun-
ter-attack led by Ronaldinho, who
was to be named man of the match.

Then the bullish Adriano got into
perfect position to head in an inch-
perfect cross from Cicinho - with
Adriano's marker the aggressive but
unreliable Fabricio Coloccini
nowhere and Heinze having to run
30 metres from rightback to try and
challenge him - to make the Inter
Milan player the tournament's
leading scorer with five goals.

It pulled him clear of the four
goals scored by Argentina's Luciano
Figueroa, Australia's John Aloisi and
Michael Ballack of Germany.

Brazil kept probing and
Ronaldinho had the crowd gasping
with a chipped pass to Adriano, but
he drove into the side-netting.

Ronaldinho and Adriano are
already superstars in Europe, while
Robinho is expected to join Real
Madrid soon from Santos.

And after this performance,
Cicinho's club Sao Paulo can expect
the phone to be ringing with lucra-
tive offers.

Third Germany look ahead

AFP, Leipzig

Captain Michael
Ballack scored a
sensational free-
kick in extra-time
as ten-man
Germany de-
feated Mexico 4-
3 to win the Confederations Cup
third-place play-off.

Mexico had come from behind
three times to send the game into
extra-time at 3-3 but in the 97th
minute Ballack swerved a free-kick
from the edge of the area past
Oswaldo Sanchez.

"l do not want it to be that exciting
all the time," confessed Ballack.
"We need to sort out the defence but
on a positive note we are scoring
goals and won the game."

Germany were relieved after
throwing away the lead three times,
and it could have been four had Luis
Perez not blazed a shot wide in the
final minute.

Striker Mike Hanke was sent off
in the 54th minute for a late tackle.

In what was supposed to be a
friendly match Hanke clattered into
Carlos Salcido with the ball long
gone and received a straight red
card for his petulance.

At the time of the incident
Germany led 2-1 thanks to goals
from Lukas Podolski (37min) and
Bastian Schweinsteiger (41) but
Mexico equalised again through
Jared Borgetti after 58 minutes.

Robert Huth then put Germany in
front for the third time in the 79th
minute but Borgetti equalised with a
bullet header six minutes later.

But it was Ballack who had the
final say scoring his fourth goal in
this competition - the other three
have been penalty kicks.

"It is great to win the third place
match," enthused German coach
Jurgen Klinsmann. "We have only
been developing one year and there
is more to come."

Mexico, who were exhausted

after playing 120 minutes in the
semi-final defeat against Argentina,
will rue some defensive lapses here,
but can take heart from a 1-0 win
over world champions Brazil in the
group stage.

"We have seen that no-one in
this tournament is better than us,"
said Mexico coach Ricardo Lavolpe.
"Two years of hard work are starting
to pay off."

Germany, who lost the 2002
World Cup final 2-0 to Brazil, have
produced some cavalier entertain-
ing football in this competition but
the number of goals conceded is a
concern ahead of the 2006 World
Cup.

In five Confederations Cup
games the hosts have shipped in 11
goals and goalkeeper Oliver Kahn,
celebrating his 80th cap, must
wonder what is going on.

In his two matches at this compe-
tition he has conceded six goals with
Australia scoring three in their 4-3
defeat.

Robinho prefers Real

m Football

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro

Brazil striker Robinho said on
Wednesday he hoped to move to
Real Madrid, bringing an angry
reaction from his club Santos.

"l hope to play for Real Madrid. |
have spoken to Real Madrid and it
will be good for my career to go
now," he told Brazilian television in
Frankfurt after playing in his coun-
try's 4-1 win over Argentina in the
Confederations Cup final.

Robinho, a 21-year-old with
outstanding skill, has been the
subject of constant speculation
over a possible move to Real but
has usually ducked questions over
his future.

Santos president Marcelo
Teixeira said any club that wants to
buy Robinho before his contract
ends in 2008 would have to pay a
$50 million penalty.

Teixeira, who has been fighting
to keep Robinho at Santos in the
face of persistent rumours of a
move abroad, accused Real
Madrid of behaving unethically by
approaching Robinho without
talking to the club.

Robinho, who burst on to the
scene in 2002 when he helped
Pele's former club win their first
Brazilian championship, said he
would return to Brazil and try to
persuade Teixeira to allow him to
leave.

"It'll be good for the safety of my
family as well," said Robinho,

whose mother was kidnapped and
held captive for 40 days last year
before being released unharmed.

"Spain is an ideal country for
Brazilian players and | know (Real
coach) Vanderlei Luxemburgo very
well," said Robinho, who played
under him last year when Santos
won the Brazilian title again.

Teixeira said he was fed up with
the constant speculation and
accused the Spanish giants of
jumping the gun.

"It's a lack of respect for Santos.
They might have economic and
financial power but it doesn't mean
that they can do what they want,
when they what," he told the Sportv
cable television channel in a tele-
phone interview.

"It won't be because of this that
the player will go to Real Madrid,
on the contrary," said Teixeira, who
has already said Robinho will have
a better chance of playing in next
year's World Cup if he stays in
Brazil until then.

"There is no situation today
which is favourable to any negotia-
tion with Real Madrid unless it
involves the penalty clause," said
Teixeira.

"He grew up and became valu-
able at Santos and we need him to
stay. It's still not the moment for
himtogo."

Teixeira added that living and
playing in Europe would not be
easy. "There are a series of prob-
lems and difficulties which Robinho
is not aware about," said Teixeira.

Hewitt fired up
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His last win in Indian Wells in April
came when Hewitt was nursing a
toe injury which needed surgery and
kept him off the tour for the entire
claycourt season.

Curiously the Swiss prefers to
remember that 2003 Davis Cup
defeat in Melbourne as a turning
point.

"l was two sets up and serving for
the match, then he fought back.
Although that was a killer for me, it
still gave me a lot of confidence
knowing that against Lleyton | could
actually get my act together for three
oreven more sets.

"| think that's why | could turn the
series around," said Federer.

Roddick, playing in his third
successive semifinal, struggled into
the last four beating France's
Sebastien Grosjean 3-6, 6-2, 6-1, 3-
6, 6-3 but will start against the 30-
year-old Johansson as favourite
having won both of their previous
meetings.

Former Australian Open winner
Johansson, the first Swede since
Stefan Edberg 12 years ago to
make the last four, is enjoying
something of a revival after missing
the entire 2003 campaign because
of knee surgery.

"He's a tough player, he serves
well, returns well, he's a complete
player," said Roddick.

"He doesn't have any glaring
weaknesses. We've never played in
the semis of a Grand Slam so it will
be a totally different match than
before."

Johansson insists he is getting
back to his best after the misery of
2003.

Woodbridge bids
tennis adieu

AFP, London

Todd Woodbridge dealt Australia's
Davis Cup planning a major blow on
Wednesday when he announced he
was retiring after Wimbledon.

The 34-year-old said he took his
decision after failing to win a 10th
men's doubles title following he and
partner Mahesh Bhupathi's defeatin
the third round.

His decision to retire means that
Australia, who face Argentina in
their Davis Cup quarter-final clashin
Sydney from July 15-17, will have to
find a new combination with the
likelihood of Lleyton Hewitt teaming
up with Wayne Arthurs.

Mark Philippoussis is carrying an
ankle injury which could mean
Hewitt and Arthurs playing singles
and doubles.

"I have had agood run and | have
decided to call it a day," said
Woodbridge.

"l planned to play this year but
my partnership with Mahesh hasn't
worked out quite as | planned.

"l wanted to win a 10th doubles
title but that wasn't possible.

"l had to be fair to the Davis Cup
team because they needed to be
clear about what they wanted to do."

Woodbridge has won 83 doubles
titles including 16 at Grand Slams.

Shepherd rejects
Ashes farewell

BBC ONLINE, undated

David Shepherd has turned down
the chance to umpire next month's
first Test between England and
Australia.

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) was willing to waive their
neutral umpires rule to allow him to
stand atLord's.

But the 64-year-old has decided
to stick to his decision to bow out of
Test cricket following the recent
West Indies and Pakistan series.

"He said there would be too
much fuss and he would prefer to go
quietly," revealed ICC chief Malcolm
Speed.

10,000-pound
Bodyline ball!

BBC ONLINE, undated

A ball used in the legendary 'Body-
line' series between Australia and
England in 1932-33 has been sold
at auction for a whopping 10,000
pounds.

The ball was used in the third
Test, a game in which Bert Oldfield
suffered a fractured skull after being
hit by a delivery from England's
Harold Larwood.

The ball, signed by Larwood and
England captain Douglas Jardine,
had a 500 pound guide price but
fetched 20 times that.

Auctioneer Paul Keen was
"bowled over" at the international
bidding war.

Eng, Aus agree
to play under
new ODI rules

REUTERS, London

England and Australia have agreed to
play next month's three-match one-
day series under new International
Cricket Council (ICC) rules introducing
substitutions and new fielding regula-
tions.

The rules had been due to come
into effectfromthe end of July.

David Collier, England and Wales
Cricket Board chief executive, said:
"We are delighted that the host
grounds, the players and our commer-
cial partners have braced these new
regulations. We are also delighted that
Cricket Australia shares ECB's views
onthisinnovation."

The ICC, hoping to make one-
dayers more exciting, announced a
10-month trial earlier this month
allowing teams to use one substitute
during one-day internationals. Fielding
restrictions will now be in place for the
first 10 overs, followed by two more
blocks of five overs later in the innings
atthe fielding captain's discretion.

Brazilliant!

FROM PAGE 16

Then Adriano struck with a goal
even better than the ferocious shot
he fired home from 30 metres
against Greece in Brazil's opening
match on June 16.

This time he made space for
himself, appeared to lose control of
the ball, but recovered his poise to
elude a tackle from Gabriel Heinze
before powering the ball past
keeper German Lux as other
defenders closed in on him.

Brazil were better in midfield and
defence as well, while Argentina
playmaker Juan Roman Riguelme
had a quiet match, though he went
close to a goal soon after Adriano's
opener.

With Argentina having to press
men forward to save the game, they
left huge gaps at the back and at
times Brazil had four men thunder-
ing down on two forlorn Argentine
defenders.

One move in the 52nd minute
should have led to another goal but
Lux did well to save a powerful Kaka
shot. 1

Journeyman Johansson

Eighteen months after Thomas
Johansson was convinced his
career was finished because of a
knee injury, the Swede finds himself

gatecrashing the Wimbledon semifi-
nals.

The 30-year-old, who had been
Australian Open champion in 2002,
was forced to sit out 2003 to
undergo knee surgery and when he
returned to the tour in January 2004,
he was in for a shock.

"The first tournament | played

PHOTO: AFP

WET, WET WIMBLEDON: Tennis fans huddle under umbrellas as they wait
fortheraintostop forthe women's singles semifinals to start on Thursday.

after my injury was Adelaide and |
practised for five or six days and |
didn't win one set," said Johansson.

"l said to my coach: 'l think this is
it'. But | was practising with players
like Dominik Hrbaty, Taylor Dent,
winners, finalists and semi-finalists
so apparently | was playing really
well.

"A lot of people thought | wasn't
going to be able to come back. But |
love to play my tennis and when you
are away you missitalot.

"I was working really hard to
come back and to be able to play all
these young guys who had popped
up while | had been away."

Johansson picked up his eighth
career title on home ground in
Stockholm in October, beating
Andre Agassi in the final, and then
enjoyed a solid Wimbledon build-up
by making the semifinals at Queen's
and the last eight at Nottingham.

As 12th seed, Johansson has
become the first Swede since
Stefan Edberg in 1993 to make the
semifinals, but he will have to get
past second seed Andy Roddick on
Friday if he is to make Sunday's
final.

He believes the experience of
winning the Australian Open three
years ago will work to his advantage
against the American.

"It's always tough to do well at the
Grand Slams, you have to be solid
for two weeks," he explained.

"In Australia, | was playing the
best tennis of my life. At the
moment, I'm playing as good as |
can. Fitness-wise I'm a lot stron-
ger now. While | was out | had a lot
of time to work on my fitness.

"On court, | never feel that I'm
really tired. | get back to the points
quickly."

Johansson is playing in his ninth
Wimbledon but this is his best
performance beating his runs to
the fourth round in 1996 and 2000.

Unlike Edberg, who was a
double champion, Johansson is
taking full advantage of the slow-
ness of the courts, happily making
winners from the baseline.

"It's pretty slow," he admitted.
"You can easily stay back which |
do pretty well most of the time. It's
a lot slower than five years ago.

"l don't know if it's the balls or
the courts. I'm not complaining."

New format for
Champs Trophy

‘Wl Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

The 2006 Champions Trophy to
be held in India has been reduced
to eight teams instead of 12 to
make the limited-overs tourna-
ment more competitive, the
Interna-tional Cricket Council
(ICC) said on Thursday.

The ICC has taken note of
criticism that the 2004 event in
England featured many one-sided
matches due to the enlarged field
of 12, which included non-Test-
playing nations Kenya and the
United States.

The Champions Trophy, the
second biggest tournament after
the World Cup, will now have eight
teams split into two groups of four
with the top two from each group
advancing to the semifinals.

The eight teams will comprise
the top six nations in the ICC one-
day table as on April 1, 2006 plus
two sides drawn from a qualifying
round just prior to the main tour-
namentin October.

The qualifying round will be
contested on a round-robin basis
by teams placed 7-10 in the ICC
table.

ICC chief executive Malcolm
Speed said in a statement the new

format will be highly competitive
for all participating teams.

"After the last Champions
Trophy, we sought the opinions of
a wide range of stakeholders and
conducted a thorough review of
the tournament's structure,”
Speed said.

"The new format has
addressed the main flaws of the
previous 12-team system and we
now look forward to an exciting
major international event in
India."

If the current one-day table had
been taken into account, hosts
India would not have gained a
direct entry due to their seventh
place in the rankings.

The present top six are
Australia (137 points), Sri Lanka
(117), New Zealand (116), South
Africa (112), Pakistan (112) and
England (106).

The next four in the list are
India (97), West Indies (95),
Zimbabwe (50) and Kenya (26).

Test nation Bangladesh,
placed 11th on 12 points, need
major successes over the next
nine months to even enter the
qualifying round.

The tournament will be held
across India just five months
before the World Cup opens in the
Caribbean in February, 2007.

Win or get out
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first-team place for the struggling
giants who have yet to beat Russel
in aleague match.

Russel, on the other hand, will
look to maintain their return to form
after a goalless draw against
Muktijoddha Sangsad in the last
round, a match they should have
won had their Moroccan trio of
Maijid, Rachid and Egir not missed a
handful of chances.

We're on
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"But the thing he has been lacking in
his cricket is consistency. He has
brought that into his game in
England which really pleases me
and is a great thing for our team. |
hope he continuesiit."

Looking to the future, Bashar
added: "I think some of the players
would benefit from a spell in county
cricket. | think it would a great oppor-
tunity for us if we came and played
county cricket.

"You would get different wickets
and different conditions and some-
times it would be tough. If you can
get through these things, then you
can learn a lot which will help you as
aplayer.

"If the boys can get a chance to
play in England, they should take it
because they could improve a lot.
There is no shortage of talent in our
team. They just need a little bit of
exposure and a little bit of experi-
ence and to be playing a good level
of cricket."
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