
FROM PAGE 16

Zambia, adopted the proposal 
prominently, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka yesterday.      

Commerce Min is ter  A l ta f  
Hossain Chowdhury led a three-
member Bangladesh delegation to 
the June 25-27 meeting, one of 
series aimed at forging a common 
stance to be taken in the next minis-
terial meeting of the World Trade 
Organisation.

Trade ministers from 39 WTO 
member-states representing the 
least developed, developing and 
developed countries attended the 
meeting, commerce ministry offi-
cials told the news agency.

They said the LDCs' demands 
for movement of natural persons 
(mode-4) and other concerns will 
emerge more prominently in the 
next mini-ministerial meetings. 

Member-countries have decided 
to hold at least two more mini-
ministerial meetings in South Korea 
and China before going to the WTO 
ministerial meeting in Hong Kong, 
they added.

The Livingstone Declaration also 
adopted a proposal for taking spe-
cial preferential measures for the 
LDCs to compensate for the losses 
likely to be stemming from the 
planned withdrawal of subsidy on 
agriculture exports.

It urged developed countries to 
provide LDCs with enhanced finan-
cial and technical support to help 
them diversify exports as well as 
demanded of them not to impose 
safeguard and anti-dumping mea-
sures. 

"The export competitiveness of 
the LDCs is gradually shrinking with 

the reduction of import duties by the 
developed nations," the declaration 
noted, urging compensatory mea-
sures for them.

The meeting also agreed to 
support continuation of low-interest 
bank loans for farmers and reduced 
power tariffs for irrigation.

Bangladesh participated in the 
mini-ministerial meeting to uphold 
the trade interests of the LDCs and 
mobilise a unified stand in the 
international trade forum.

It also pressed developed coun-
tries for duty-free access of LDC 
products to their markets.
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state of emergency imposed after the 
takeover and released several 
detained journalists and political 
prisoners including Nepalese com-
munist party leader Ishwor Pokhrel 
and a former minister in early June. 

But deposed prime minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba remains under 
arrest on a corruption charge as well 
as several top opposition party 
leaders and journalists held since the 
king's takeover which he said was 
needed to curb a Maoist insurgency 
which has claimed more than 12,000 
lives since 1996. 

The Nepalese army said Tuesday 
it killed 30 Maoist rebels in a weekend 
clash in which six soldiers and six 
policemen also died. 

It said in a statement that security 
forces dug up 30 buried bodies 
following the firefight Saturday at 
Khandaha village in Arghakhanchi 
district, 335km southwest of 
Kathmandu. 

The army says the Maoists nor-
mally remove their dead after battles 
and bury them. 

Meanwhile, the United States has 
suspended a shipment of M-16 rifles 
to Nepal to protest at King 
Gyanendra's takeover in February, a 
State Department official said 
Tuesday. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
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(criminal investigation department) 
are on a manhunt in Dhaka and 
elsewhere in the country to nab 
some of the suspects in the August 
21 carnage.

The Interpol and FBI men arrived 
in Dhaka on June 22. The govern-
ment called them in after it had 
claimed to have obtained 'vital 
clues' to the grenade blasts from 
detained top listed criminal Arman, 
George Mian, and Awami League 
(AL) leader Moklesur Rahman. 

George gave deposition before a 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate on 
Sunday admitting his involvement in 
the grisly attack, which claimed 23 
lives and injured and maimed over 
200 others.

However, flaws in George's 
deposition, which is said to have 
disclosed the plans and action of the 
August 21 grenade attacks, have 
raised doubts about the accuracy of 
the statement.

Separate teams of Interpol had 
visited Bangladesh thrice while 
Trung Vu twice for investigation of 
the grenade attacks on an AL rally 
on city's Bangabandhu Avenue. 

During their stay, the experts 
from Interpol and FBI visited the CID 
office and held a series of meetings 
with its top officials. 
MANHUNT 
A top CID official wishing anonymity 
said they are now mainly focussed 
on how to arrest Linkon alias Linkon 
Mama.  

The official said according to 
George Mia, Linkon and Mukul were 
involved in smuggling in the fire-
arms and explosives that were 
seized from a signboard shop at 
Kuril Badda on November 30, 2003.

The law enforcers recovered four 
AK-47 assault rifles, two revolvers, 
20 hand grenades, four time bombs, 
a huge number of AK-47 bullets, and 

other explosives after a gunfight 
with the gunrunners.

"We believe Linkon's arrest 
might lead us to the source of gre-
nades used in the August 21 blasts," 
the CID official said adding that the 
whereabouts of Mukul can also be 
known from him.

He however declined to disclose 
the names of the places where the 
teams are carrying out raids.
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state-run jute mills close down, it 
would make 25,000 workers jobless 
and eventually the country will lose 
its jute export market to competitor 
India. 

After weeks of discussions with 
mainstream opposition political 
parties including the Awami League, 
the representatives of the jute mill 
staff yesterday called a 12-hour 
general strike across the country 
and a 24-hour industrial strike on 
July 16. 

The Bangladesh Jute Mills 
Corporation (BJMC) on Sunday put 
forward a proposal to the jute minis-
try to allow it to borrow from com-
mercial banks for purchase of jute 
during July-September so that its 22 
jute mills remain operational.

"Experience shows the govern-
ment breaches its commitment to 
the donors considering the 'political 
cost' of aggrieving thousands of jute 
workers, specially when the elec-
tions are round the corner," said an 
industry insider. "But if the govern-
ment disburses fund, as it did last 
year, after the peak jute procure-
ment season, the BJMC would 
again be forced to buy jute from 
middlemen instead of growers at an 
inflated price. If this happens this 
year too, the jute sector will further 
dip into the red."

Texti le and Jute Minister 
Shahjahan Siraj appealed to the 
prime minister and finance minister 
in the Jatiya Sangsad last week to 
salvage the plunging jute sector. 

Siraj partly blamed the govern-
ment's delayed and paltry fund 
allocation (Tk 30 crore) in fiscal 
2004-05 for closure of 15 out of the 
22 BJMC-run jute mills. BJMC 
C h a i r m a n  A F M  S o l a i m a n  
Chowdhury told The Daily Star 
recently that in 2004-5, the BJMC 
had to borrow Tk 30 crore from 

banks as the government released 
only Tk 30 crore, that too belatedly, 
against the requirement of Tk 200 
crore for jute purchase.  

Talking to The Daily Star yester-
day Textile and Jute Secretary Md 
Abdur Rashid Sarker said as the 
finance ministry declined to release 
any funds for raw jute procurement 
in the next fiscal year and as jute 
mills are being shut down due to jute 
scarcity, his ministry would now 
pursue the finance ministry to allow 
the state-run jute mills to borrow Tk 
200 crore from banks.

Asked why the banks would 
finance the loss-making mills, the 
jute secretary said, "Seven rela-
tively better mills had borrowed from 
banks in 2004-05 and they are doing 
well. Besides, jute and quality jute 
products are gaining international 
market in recent years after the 
world has become more environ-
ment conscious."

"So I think if the mills commit to 
perform better and minimise irregu-
larities there should not be any 
reason for banks not to finance the 
mills," the secretary hoped.

On June 22, an inter-ministerial 
meeting of the jute advisory commit-
tee blamed delayed release of funds 
by the government for the closure of 
the state-run jute mills and formed 
two subcommittees to come up with 
immediate bailout measures. 

But industry insiders pointed out 
that corruption at the BJMC makes it 
difficult to make the mills profitable.

Meanwhile, agitating jute work-
ers, who did not get their salaries for 
the last eight months, yesterday 
demanded that the government 
release Tk 500 crore immediately to 
pay the arrears.
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"The Islamic world, which repre-
sents one fifth of total mankind, 
cannot remain excluded from 
the activities of the Security 
Council which assumes a funda-
mental role in keeping security 
and peace in the world," he said. 

Ihsanoglu had announced on 
Monday that ministers would 
discuss proposals for the repre-
sentation of the 57-member 
Islamic body on the Security 
Council during their three-day 
conference in the Yemeni capi-
tal. 

Calls for increasing the num-
ber of permanent members 
have been resonating since 
Germany, Japan, India and 
Brazil announced their wish to 
have veto-wielding positions 
like the current big five of 
Britain, China, France, Russia 
a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
Ihsanoglu told the conference 
that his ambitious plans also 
provided for the introduction of 
"real reform" in the Islamic 
bloc's internal affairs. 

"I want to push for real reform 
in the organisation, not just a 
superficial one ... to enhance 
capabilities and improve perfor-
mance," he said at the opening 
which was held amid tight secu-
rity measures and away from 
the press. 

Ihsanoglu became head of 
the OIC at the start of the year 
after his election to the top job in 
June 2004, becoming the first 
secretary general in the organi-
sation's 36-year history to be 
chosen through secret ballot. 

The Turkish secretary gen-

eral also proposed finding a new 
name for the organisation that 
would reflect "its reality". 

OIC was given its current 
name when it was first estab-
lished at a meeting of Islamic 
leaders convened in Morocco 
following an attempt by Jewish 
hardliners to burn down Islam's 
third holiest site -- Jerusalem's 
Al-Aqsa Mosque -- which is also 
revered in Judaism. 

The Red Sea city of Jeddah 
in Saudi Arabia hosts the head-
quarters of the OIC, "pending 
the liberation of Jerusalem, 
which would be the permanent 
headquarters," according to the 
OIC website. 

The OIC was entrusted "in 
absolute priority, with liberating 
Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa from 
Zionist occupation," it added. 

But Ihsanoglu wanted to 
"revisit the OIC's convention 
and rewrite it in a way that would 
serve the interests of the (Is-
lamic) nation." 

He also wanted to reform the 
OIC in order to "guarantee that 
its political decisions do not 
remain wishes". 

"The Islamic world is in need 
o f  a  r e n a i s s a n c e  . . .  
Development and reform are the 
real guarantees for the continu-
ity of our nation, and to bridge 
the gap between us and the 
advanced world," he said. 

P r o p o s e d  r e f o r m s  a l s o  
include " Is lamic sol idar i ty,"  
especial ly in facing natural 
disasters after last December's 
tsunami disaster exposed the 
lack of an OIC mechanism to 
cope with such catastrophes. 

OIC wants permanent 
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Against this backdrop, the DMCH 
four th  c lass  un ion leaders  
expressed solidarity with the 247 
employees and threatened to go for 
tougher agitation if the government 
fails to resolve the problem by June 
30 as pledged by the former DMCH 
director Brigadier General Nazmul 
Huda.

"The government should investi-
gate who had ordered the employ-
ment of extra manpower without 
obtaining permission from the 
ministry concerned," said SM 
Shahjahan Kabir, secretary general 
of the DMCH unit of fourth class 
employees association.

"Why should these people suffer 
because of someone else's illegal 
act?" he questioned, demanding 
punishment of the responsible 
persons for this additional man-
power recruitment. Kabir also 
claimed that the union leaders 
exerted no pressure on the recruit-
ment committee to fulfil their 
demands.

"Our only demand was to con-
sider giving priority to the applicants 
who are family members of former 
employees of the hospital," he 
added.

The DMCH authorities appointed 
247 employees--ward boys, peons 
and ayas--under the MLSS (mem-
ber of lower subordinate services) 
category against 174 vacant posts 
on November 27, 2004. About 
12,000 applicants--most of them 
relatives of the existing DMCH 
workers--had applied for the posts.

A four-member appointment 
committee headed by Nazmul Huda 
appointed the additional employees 

allegedly due to pressure from the 
leaders of the Bangladesh Medical 
Association, Doctors' Association of 
Bangladesh, and other political 
influences, sources said.

Brig Gen Nazmul Huda, who has 
recently been transferred from the 
DMCH, said, "I was not the final 
decision-maker in the recruitment 
process. There were three other 
officials on the selection board who 
also examined the applications."

Asked why the authority decided 
to appoint surplus staff, he said, "I 
have no idea about the figure. I 
signed on the appointment letters 
based on suggestions from the 
other board members."

Deputy Director of the DMCH Dr 
Quazi Kamal Uddin Ahmed, who 
was also a member of the appoint-
ment committee, declined to make 
any comment on the issue.

As the fourth class employees 
staged a sit-in demonstration in 
front of the DMCH administrative 
block on May 15 demanding imme-
diate sanction of their salaries and 
festival bonuses, the DMCH author-
ities promised to resolve the crisis 
by June 30.

"We have the salaries ready for 
disbursement among 174 employ-
ees, not all 247 staff. Under such 
circumstances, we are still in doubt 
how to resolve the problem," said an 
official of the DMCH.

Sources also said that a sepa-
rate salary file on the payment of the 
extra manpower has been waiting 
for approval of the establishment 
and health ministries since last 
month.

247 staff not paid 
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Inland Container Depot at Kamalapur. 
It is alleged that the firm gifted the 

minister's son the luxury car for his 
help in awarding the lucrative contract. 

According to sources, the cabinet 
purchase committee at first rejected 
the proposal of the Agroted as the firm 
did not have previous experience. But 
later it got the contract following the 
green signal from the prime minister's 
office. 

Asked, Akbar Hossain denied the 
allegation and claimed that there was 
no irregularity in awarding the contract 
to a friend of his son. He said the firm 
got the job through open tender and 
after approval from the cabinet pur-
chase committee. 

The shipping ministry had no role in 
it, Akbar said in his reaction to a news-
paper report on the use of the luxury 
car by his son. 

"The job was awarded following all 
rules and regulations and there was no 
irregularities," he claimed. About the 
luxurious car used by his son, Akbar 
said, "My son does not live with me and 
I am not responsible for all his activi-
ties." 

The minister also claimed that his 
son has returned the car and asked his 
friend not to keep it in his house 
because it would create lot of prob-
lems. But his son said the car was 
taken back for official purposes and it 
may come again.

Akbar denied the allegation that the 
car was gifted to his son. He said the 
car was not registered in his son's 
name. Agroted is the owner of the 
vehicle. 

Akbar's son Simon also said the 
car was not given to him. "Its owner is 
Galib who is my school friend. He lives 
in the house of his father-in-law at 
Chairmanbari in Banani which lacks 
adequate parking space," he claimed. 

He also denied the allegation of 
helping his friend in getting the ship-
ping ministry contract. "The firm got the 
job through proper channel and I am 
not involved in the process. The firm 
was the lowest bidder among three 
firms," Simon added.

Galib Ahmed, when contacted last 
night, told The Daily Star that he did not 
present the car to the minister's son. 
He claimed that the car was kept there 
because he lacks parking facility in his 
house and office. 

Galib said the car will be taken back 
when he will be able to arrange parking 
facility.

Asked whether Simon is using the 
car, he said, "Simon is my friend. He 
can use the car." 

Galib also claimed that the con-
tainer loading contract was obtained 
through open tender and there was no 
question of bribing any one for getting 
the job. He said the price of the car is 
around Tk 40 lakh. 

Now Akbar son

Galib denied 
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charges as the investigation failed 
to furnish sufficient evidence 
against them.

On the night of February 15, two 
powerful bombs blasted at the 
Porsha Brac office injuring a few 
persons.

Earlier, the courts had denied 
bail to Galib, who is now in Bogra 
jail, in the Lakkhikola open stage 
drama bomb blast and Shafiqul 
Islam murder cases.

Galib is also facing similar cases 
in Sirajganj and Gaibandha.

24 
Bangladeshis 
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magistrate's court in Barasat under 
North 24 Parganas and the court 
placed them on police custody for 10 
days.

The Bangladeshi children were 
brought to India for being trafficked to 
other countries, sources said.

The identity of the rescued 
Bangladeshi children and the arrested 
trafficker could not be known. 

Meanwhi le,  BDR sources 
expressed ignorance about the 
matter and said they will take neces-
sary action after getting proper 
information.
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on how the situation develops."
It is important that the govern-

ment shelters the people who are 
weak and understrength, he told 
reporters.

He said top Bangladesh govern-
ment officials gave US Under 
Secretary Nicholas R Burns assur-
ance that they will act to protect the 
Ahmadiyyas and their rights.

Burns after a visit to Bangladesh 
left Dhaka yesterday.

Asked whether the US is satis-
fied with the government steps 
taken so far, he said: "We appreci-
ate the government for the steps it 
has taken. We don't want to be 
critical at this moment."

When enquired by Gastright 
about Khatme Nabuwat and the 
acceptability among the people of 
its anti-Ahmadiyya campaign, the 
sect leaders told him that the people 
of Bangladesh are not fanatics by 
nature.

"They [people] did not know 
much about the Khatme Nabuwat 
movement. It originated in Pakistan 
and later was imported to our coun-
try by the local mollahs. Pakistani 
lawmaker Monjur Hossain Chiniuti 
and other leaders had even been to 
Bangladesh to propagate the anti-
Ahmadiyya doctrines," Central 
Ahmadiyya Missionary Abdul Awal 

Khan Chowdhury was quoted to be 
saying at the meeting.

Chowdhury also mentioned in 
the meeting a Jamaat lawmaker's 
proposal for enacting blasphemy 
law in 1993 and a similar attempt by 
another lawmaker last year.

Among others, Ahmadiyya 
Jamaat's National Amir Mobasherur 
Rahman and Social  Affa i rs 
Secretary AK Razaul Karim were 
present at the meeting.

"By preventing the religious 
bigots from attacking our headquar-
ters in Dhaka and a mosque in 
Narayanganj last year, the govern-
ment have proved that they can stop 
the extremists, if they want," Abdul 
Awal told reporters after the meet-
ing.

"We're not demanding any 
favour from the government, we just 
want our constitutional rights to be 
ensured," he added.

Besides, he demanded the 
government take measures to 
restore four Ahmadiyya mosques in 
Brahmanbaria to the Ahmadiyyas. 
The zealots, who have long been 
campaigning for the government 
move declaring the Ahmadiyyas 
non-Muslim, captured the mosques 
in 1987.

US official stresses 

Sacked Nepal DPM

Rain to continue 
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the depression, he added.
A special bulletin of the Met office 

said squally weather is likely to 
affect the ports.

Maritime ports of Chittagong, 
Cox's Bazar and Mongla have been 
advised to hoist local cautionary 
signal no-three while the river ports 
have been advised to hoist local 
cautionary signal no-two.

All fishing-boats and trawlers 
over the North Bay have been 
advised to "remain close to the 
coast and proceed with caution."

The weathermen forecast that 
medium to heavy rainfall with gusty 
wind and thunderstorm is likely to 
occur in most parts of the country.

Meanwhile, the Yahoo weather 
site forecast that thunderstorm and 
rainfall will continue in the country 
for next six days.
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Uttara, neither did he threaten 
Trisha. 

One of the lawyers for Bidisha 
yesterday, meanwhile, petitioned 
with the High Court (HC) for a freeze 
on further arrest and harassment of 
Bidisha even if the police file fresh 
cases against her.

Hearings on the case are likely to 
be held on Saturday, her counsellor 
Barrister Tanjib-ul Alam told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

Bidisha was freed Monday 
evening from prison cell 23 days into 
her arrest and has been undergoing 
treatment at Sikder Medical College 
and Hospital at Gulshan since then. 

The family, however, did not let 
journalists meet her on advice of her 
counsellors.

Uttara police, however, took one 
and half an hours to record the GD 
as the duty officer could not decide 
about whether to take it.

Trisha along with her father 
Abubakar Siddique went to the 
police station at 2:30pm when the 
officer-in-charge (OC) was not 
present. The duty-officer called up 
the OC and his superiors for further 
instructions and at one point he left 
the office for a phone-fax shop and 
faxed the GD copy to some 
unknown person.

Later OC Akhtaruzzaman came 
to his office at 3:20pm and told 
Bidisha's family that he would 
record the GD.

In the complaint Trisha said 
former military dictator Ershad 
along with his hired gunmen went to 
her Uttara residence at 8:00 
Monday night after Bidisha's 
release from the prison cell.

Ershad took his party men 
including Reza and Mashi and some 

goons with him in five vehicles and 
asked their residential guard Raju to 
open the gate, she said.

As the guard refused, they first 
tried to bribe him, then yelled at and 
finally threatened him.

She came down hearing the 
uproar, the FIR said. Ershad along 
with his men then shouted at her 
that they better not allow Bidisha in 
the house. "If Bidisha stays here, we 
will kill you and your family and 
abduct your child Nihan," she 
quoted them as telling her.

Trisha also mentioned in the 
complaint that she is scared as the 
gunmen have been hanging around 
her residence since then.

"The incident indicates that 
Ershad's men may harm me, my 
sisters Bidisha and Manisha, my 
father and my child at any moment," 
she said, urging for necessary steps 
after investigating the matter.

Bidisha's father also told report-
ers that he is scared of the safety of 
his daughter and his family.

Ershad told The Daily Star that 
he has closed the "Bidisha chapter", 
adding that he was at home 
throughout Monday. "Besides, I 
move with police protection and the 
police would have known had I gone 
there."

"Why should I go there? Where 
should I go? Who is Bidisha to me, 
(she is no one) but just one of mil-
lions of women in the country?"

"She may file a case or a GD or 
whatever she wants. What harm 
can she do to me?" he said adding, 
"I don't give a damn about her and 
her family anymore," the former 
president said.

GD against Ershad

Sitara's body 
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The body will be brought to the 
journalism department at 11:00am 
and from there to the foot of 
Aparajeyo Bangla at 12 noon for the 
students and colleagues to bid her 
farewell. 

Her namaz-e-janaza will be held 
at the DU Central Mosque after Johr 
prayers, and she will be laid to rest 
at Banani graveyard in the after-
noon. 

Sitara's mother, younger sister, 
and brother in law, who were 
abroad, returned to Bangladesh 
yesterday.

The qulkhwani of Sitara, 52,will 
be held on July 1 after Asr prayers at 
her father's residence on road No-
124, house no-14, Gulshan-1, 
Dhaka.

WHO alarmed 
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be winding down, said a member of 
a WHO team that visited the remote 
region last week with Chinese 
health officials.

Chinese authorities haven't 
killed any birds to prevent the 
spread of the disease because they 
are rare, protected species, said Dr 
Julie Hall, WHO's China-based 
coordinator for communicable 
d iseases ,  surve i l lance and 
response.

The 5,000 dead birds came from 
five species and included gulls, 
geese, shelduck and cormorant, 
according to the World Organization 
for Animal Health Web site.

Hall urged the Chinese govern-
ment to carry out more testing for 
the deadly H5N1 flu virus, saying 
only 12 dead birds and two people 
have been tested, with the people 
coming up negative.

"What we want to see is more 
testing going on," she said at a news 
conference.

China reported in May that 178 
geese had been found dead in 
Qinghai Lake, a vast saltwater lake 
in Qinghai that is a major transit 
point for migratory birds. Authorities 
later raised that to 519 and then to 
about 1,000 in late May. The official 
toll hasn't changed since then.

The government's early reluc-
tance to release information about 
the outbreak fueled concern about a 
possible cover-up and rumors on 
Web sites that as many as 120 
people had died of the flu. Chinese 
authorities deny that any people 
have been infected.

NBR may 
revise
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his budget speech, had repeatedly 
said that it is unethical to allow whiten-
ing black money and such moves 
discourage genuine taxpayers. BNP 
kept such provisions since it came to 
power in 2001.

As the finance minister surprisingly 
changed his stance and proposed for 
continuing the provision in his budget 
speech, it triggered criticism even from 
the ruling party lawmakers --including 
the finance minister's son Naser 
Rahman. 

"The government is now consider-
ing an end to such option. The finance 
minister is likely to announce that this 
is the last chance to whiten black 
money," said an NBR source.

Regarding the SIM card issue, 
which generated much controversy as 
the government has imposed an 
unusual tax of Tk 1,200 per card, the 
NBR is now considering lowering the 
VAT and supplementary duty to Tk 
750.

A recent writ petition filed in the 
High Court on this issue shows that 
even Tk 750 per SIM card is much 
higher than what the total VAT and 
supplementary duty would actually be, 
if the NBR uses its present formula. 

The price of each SIM card is only 
$2 to $4 [Tk 120 to Tk 240] depending 
on the quality. But the NBR put its price 
at over Tk 2,100 to justify its VAT and 
tax of Tk 1,200. 

The NBR also proposed an 
increase of corporate tax for non-listed 
companies to 40 percent from the 
current 37.5 percent. But as this has 
been criticised as a non-incentive for 
small businesses and industries, the 
NBR is planning to keep it at 37.5 
percent.  

JS body
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environmental damage caused by 
Tengratila gas field blowout.

The committee at a meeting 
expressed deep concern at the 
second time blowout in the gas field 
which caused huge loss of national 
resources and damage to environ-
ment.

Kalimuddin Ahmed will head the 
subcommittee that will visit the gas 
field in Sunamganj and place the 
report before the standing commit-
tee within the shortest possible time.

The meeting also discussed a 
report of two intelligence agencies -- 
NSI and DGFI -- that identified 20 
top corrupt off ic ials at the 
D i rec to ra te  o f  Fo res t  and  
Environment. The report will be sent 
to the environment minister for 
action. 

Environment and Forest Minister 
Tariqul Islam, lawmakers Khurram 
Khan Chowdhury and Hafiz Uddin 
Ahmed spoke at the meeting. State 
Minister for Forest and Environment 
Zafrul Islam Chowdhury was pres-
ent at the meeting on a special 
invitation.

C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  
Nazimuddin Alam presided over the 
meeting held at the Jatiya Sangsad 
Bhaban.

WTO meeting 

Interpol, FBI men

Tengratila
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Anwarul Azim visited the gas field area 
yesterday. 

They talked to officials of Niko and 
Bapex and others including local 
people.

The committee will sit with Niko 
officials in Sylhet today, said an official 
of Sunamganj district administartion.

An official of the Canadian com-
pany, Niko, claimed US company 
Century have agreed to provide a rig 
for the proposed relief well at 
Tengratila. But shifting of the rig from 
Unocal's Moulvibazar gas field will 
begin at least after two to three weeks 
because it is engaged in drilling of 
Well-6 there, he mentioned. 

"Although we now have to wait for a 
stable situation at Tengratila, it will take 
less time to start drilling of the pro-
posed relief well as we have a ready 
pad to be used for the purpose," he 
said.

Asked about compensation for 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages, the 
Niko official said the company had 
shifted 76 families after the 7 January 
blowout and fire. Since they were yet 
to return to their houses on safety 
grounds, the company would continue 
to provide them assistance, he added. 

He declined to say anything on the 
losses caused by the blowout and fire 
this time. "We will just have to wait for 
the report of the government-formed 
probe committee," he said. 

Some of the villagers who had 
moved to safer places leaving  their 
houses after Friday's  explosion and 
fire were found coming back yester-
day. But no female members of the 
families returned.

Arman
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officer of the Mirpur murder case 
had earlier filed a petition in the 
Court of Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate (CMM), Dhaka accusing 
Arman of the killing of the unknown 
man. 

Rab-4 Sub-Inspector Rifat Khan 
Rajib, who is also the investigation 
officer (IO) of the case, produced 
Arman before the CMM Court at 
about 2:15pm under a tight security 
on completion of his seven-day 
remand in a Khilgaon murder case. 

The IO prayed for a 10-day 
remand of Arman for interrogation in 
the Mirpur murder case.

Arman and his accomplices 
killed a man on September 7 last 
year at Lalkuthi First Colony in 
Mirpur, the IO's forwarding report 
said, adding that the accused 
needed to be quizzed to find out the 
vital clues to the murder and where-
abouts of his accomplices.

Submitting a petition for Arman's 
bail along with cancellation of the 
remand prayer, the defence lawyers 
said Arman is being implicated in 
unknown murder cases one after 
another though he was not earlier 
accused in those cases.

After hearing both the sides, 
Metropolitan Magistrate Mir Ali 
Reza rejected the bail petition and 
granted a seven-day remand for 
interrogation. 

SC Bar 
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his constitutional power in a way 
so that the High Court judges    
face no interference in the admin-
istration of justice and no question 
is raised about their independ-
ence, the meeting in its resolution 
said.

The chief justice has the con-
stitutional power to constitute or 
reconstitute the benches, but the 
manner in which he has done this 
in some cases points only to his 
misusing this power, the Bar 
observed.

It noted the last such incident 
happened on June 18 involving 
the bench of justices Shah Abu 
Nayeem Mominur Rahman and 
Moinul Islam Chowdhury after 
they had issued a rule with regard 
to a public interest litigation. The 
chief justice withdrew the bench's 
jurisdiction over all types of writ 
motion the same day.

The SCBA resolution did not 
specify the case, however, the 
bench on that day had issued a 
rule following a writ petition 
against the new Chief Election 
Commissioner Justice MA Aziz. 

This power has nothing to do 
with judicial business, rather it is 
an administrative matter. The 
chief justice is supposed to set 
aside his personal liking and 
disliking in this task and not use 
this power arbitrarily, unreason-
ably and for collateral purpose, 
the resolution maintained.

Such moves have upset the 
lawyers, the SCBA contended and 
urged the chief justice to immedi-
ately address the issue. 

The SCBA felt the need for 
having a clear rule on the forma-
tion and re-formation of benches 
in the light of the constitution, 
which should be done on the basis 
of discussion with the Bar and the 
benches. It also demanded that 
such discussion take place imme-
diately.

The SCBA meeting delegated 
powers to its executive committee 
to take necessary legal and other 
actions to settle the issue.

The meeting was addressed, 
among others, by Mohammad 
Abdul Halim, ABM Nurul Islam, 
Rafiqul Islam Miah, Abdul Baset 
Majumder, Shafiq Ahmed, M 
Amirul  Is lam, Rokah Uddin 
Mahmud and SCBA Secretary 
Enayetur Rahim.
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Janakantha, while he was going to 
the local press club at around 
6:00pm.

Shafiqul received critical injuries 
including a stab injury below his left 
eye before local people rescued him 
hearing his cry.

Sources said Shafiqul, also the 
general secretary of the Bagmara 
Press Club, yesterday guided three 
Jugantor reporters who talked to 
several JMJB leaders and local 
people on the JMJB activities.

Before the Jugantor reporters left 
Bagmara, Peter and his group had 
quarrelled with them over honking of 
their bikes.

At one stage, Peter threatened 
Shafiqul to kill. "What will happen if 
we kill a journalist like you? Minister 
Dulu [Deputy Minister for Land 
Affairs Ruhul Kuddus Talukhdar 
Dulu] is my cousin, he will save me 
from everything I do," Peter was 
quoted as saying.

Officer-in-charge of the Bagmara 
Police Station Motiar Rahman, 
however, told that the incident 
resulted from personal feuds 
between Shafiqul and Peter but the 
attack might also have connection 
with the quarrel with the Jugantor 
reporters.

The incident created panic 
among the local journalists.

Preparations for filing a case 
were on till late in the evening.

The Bagmara Press Club and 
Rajshahi Press Club condemned 
the attack and will hold protest 
programmes today.

Moudud
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House braving the opposition of their 
party chief'," the minister observed.

On transparency in the political 
parties, Moudud said like many other 
countries, Bangladesh too has a 
provision for registration of political 
parties, but it is not mandatory.

He said there can be a discussion 
whether to make the registration 
compulsory.

"Similarly, decision will have to be 
taken on student politics as well," said 
the minister adding that the country 
now does not need the political party- 
affiliated student politics.

Moudud said election for the 45 
reserved seats for women in parlia-
ment will be held within six weeks of 
disposal of an appeal against the new 
law. He hoped the appellate division of 
the Supreme Court would dispose of 
the appeal within a week.

He told the House that his ministry 
is working to rectify a few clauses of 
the money-laundering act to check 
smuggling of currencies. On activities 
of the Anti-Corruption Commission, 
Moudud said he hopes that the com-
mission would start acting against 
corruption shortly.

Health Minister Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain and Industries 
Minister Matiur Rahman Nizami 
among others took part in the budget 
discussion yesterday.

South Asian Affairs Donald Camp 
said the move was aimed at encour-
aging the king to restore civil liberties 
and democracy after he sacked the 
government and assumed total 
power to tackle an increasingly 
violent Maoist rebellion. 

"As for lethal equipment, the 
United States has delayed a ship-
ment of M-16 rifles while we encour-
age restoration of civil liberties and 
multi-party democracy," Camp told a 
press conference at the end of a 
three-day visit. 

"As we have made clear on many 
occasions, we consider the king's 
actions of February 1 to have been a 
big step backward for democracy." 

Camp also said the United States 
viewed the Maoist rebellion as a 
threat to democracy. 

"We cannot forget at any time that 
the Maoists are the most serious, 
immediate threat to a peaceful, 
prosperous and democratic Nepal," 
he said. 

"The ruthless violence and terror-
ism they sow offers nothing to Nepal 
but destruction and sorrow. 

"We call on them to cease these 
atrocities, declare a ceasefire, lay 
down their arms and come to peace-
ful negotiations," he said. 

Shortly after the February take-
over, India and Britain suspended 
military supplies to Nepal, while the 
United States said it was reviewing 
military aid. Subsequently, India said 
it would resume some supplies 
already promised. 

In response, Nepal has sought 
military supplies from other countries. 
It advertised recently for items such 
as bulletproof vests, electronic 
equipment, armoured personnel 
carriers and helicopter gunships. 

Camp said future military supplies 
would be considered in line with 
steps to restore democracy. 

"The United States also recog-
nises the difficulties the Royal 
Nepalase Army faces in countering 
the campaign of violence," he said. 
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