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Haphazard and illegal parking at Indira
Road is causing severe traffic congestion
in the busy Farmgate intersection.

The authorities concerned have not
taken any effective initiative to address
the situation. On duty traffic policemen
appear least interested in discouraging
drivers of buses and minibuses from
stopping their vehicles at will on sup-
posed no-parking zones.

Although there is a Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) designated bus stop almost
half a mile from the intersection, drivers
do not prefer that location. Rather they
just park their vehicles near the crowded
spots and wait indefinitely for passen-
gers. In exchange, each bus reportedly
has to pay the local police a bribe of Tk
100 everyday.

"As passengers do not go to the desig-
nated bus stop, we are bound to halt here.
We are never disturbed by the police as
they take Tk 100 everyday per bus," said
Matiur Rahman, a bus driver.

The DC Traffic (North) however, denied
the allegation and claimed that the
authorities take stern action against
corrupt law enforcers if specific com-
plaints are lodged. "People can come to
me directly with names of such traffic
policemen with evidence," said Md. Feroj
Al Mujahid Khan.

Meanwhile, commuters using the road

A Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) desig-
nated bus stop almost half a mile from the
intersection stands on Indiraroad, but driv-
ers prefer to park their vehicles near the
crowded spots and wait indefinitely for
passengers. In exchange, each bus report-
edly has to pay the local police a bribe of

Tk 100 everyday.

their buses haphazardly right under the
noses of the law enforcers. Accidents
often occur when passengers are in a
rush to get on board buses. Crossing the
road has also become unsafe.

On-duty traffic policemen at Farmgate
said that they were trying to keep illegal
parking under control but admitted it was
atough job.

"Traffic congestion in this area hap-
pens mainly because the road is not
wide enough. Another reason is that
hundreds of people wait on the road for
transports. That is why a chaotic situa-
tion is created when buses stop here,"
said an on-duty police sergeant. "We
do not let the buses stay here for a long

time to minimise the traffic congestion,"
he added.

Farmgate is one of the busiest inter-
sections in the city. A large number of
buses of various routes pass though it.
As a result, Indira Road remains occu-
pied almost throughout the day.
Farmgate is also home to a large num-
ber of coaching centres, educational
institutions and shopping centres which
attract thousands of people. Besides,
tempos and human haulers occupy one
third of the road stretching from Tejgaon
College to Dhaka Coaching. Drivers of
these vehicles also constantly fight for
parking space on the road and often
become reckless.
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Buses are parked anywhere along Indira Road to pick and drop passengers, immaterial of the designated bus-stops.

everyday complained that drivers stop

Work on Wasa's bottled
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water plant delayed

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

Dhaka Water and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) could not start
work on its bottled water plant
this month as the land is yet to

be prepared for setting up the
plant which will be run commer-
cially.

Wasa officials had earlier said
they would start the construction
work by June. But they failed to
hand over the land to Paragon

Enterprise Limited, the company
which got the contract.

"It will take about one month
to fill up the wetland and make it
ready for setting up the plant. By
that time the company will final-
ise their design and work plan,"

A Wasa tank supplying water to residences in the water-crisis hit Mohammadpur area.

said Wasa Managing Director
ANH Akhter Hossain.

Wasa signed the contract
with Paragon earlier this month.

The Tk 13-crore project
includes setting up of a water
plant and a plastic bottle manu-
facturing unit," said the Wasa
managing director. "We hope
the project will complete by
December this year."

The plant is likely to start
production in January next year.

The plant will produce 10,000
litres of water an hour. Wasa
officials said they will provide
the customers with pure drink-
ing water at the cheapest possi-
ble price.

"Our price will be at least 30
percent lower than that of other
companies," Akhter Hossain said.

The project was initiated
during the tenure of the previ-
ous government but Wasa took
three years to complete the
tender process.

Initially it was decided that a
mineral water plant would be set
up at the Sayedabad Water
Treatment Plant. In March
2004, the LGRD ministry sug-
gested setting up of both water
and bottle manufacturing
plants.

"Now we have decided to set
up both the plants on Wasa's
own land," said the Wasa man-
aging director.
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