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Local Govt
Festival begins
tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A two-day Local Government
Festival will begin in the city tomor-
row with a view to raising awareness
about the local government, democ-
racy, good governance and demo-
cratic culture.

DemocracyWatch, a non-
government organisation, has
organised the festival in association
with the United State Agency for
International Development
(USAID).

LGRD Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan will inaugurate the festival
at the Engineers' Institute at
10:00am.

Elected representatives of the
local government, members of civil
society and representatives of local
and international organisations will
attend various events of the festival
such as seminar, discussion, exhibi-
tion, debate, drama and cultural
function.

Nineteen local and international
organisations, including World
Bank, Transparency International
Bangladesh, Centre for Sustainable
Development, The Hunger Project,
NDI, ARD, Care Bangladesh,
Bangladesh Union Parishad Forum,
Khan Foundation, Brac, TMSS,
Australian High Commission and
European Union, will take partin the
festival.

"The system of our local govern-
mentis very weak. We hope that the
festival will help identify the faults in
the local government and find out
solutions to the problems," said
Taleya Rehman, executive director
of DemocracyWatch at a press
conference yesterday.

She also said a strong local
government is a must for develop-
ment of the country.

Porno films
seized

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Police yesterday seized several
orno films from the Utsab Cinema
all at Alupotty and arrested three

staff of the hall.

The arrestees are projector
operator Liton, generator operator
Abdul Kuddus and nightguard
Nazrul.

Police filed a case with Boalia
Police Station accusing the arrested
staff, hall manager Habibur
Rahman Babu and owner Abdur
Rahman, a BNP adherent, in this
connection.
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