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Zico's most
emotional
evening

REUTERS, Cologne

Former Brazil playmaker Zico said it
was an emotional experience to
lead Japan against the country of
his birth in the Confederations Cup
on Wednesday.

"It was a very nice, emotional
thing to be up against Brazil," Japan
coach Zico told reporters after the 2-
2draw.

"When | heard the national
anthem my heart was pounding. |
was always on their side and now
I'm with the opposition.

"I've listened to this anthem since
| was a kid at school and | played in
that shirt for 10 years," said Zico, 52.

"l know other people have been
in the same situation but | wouldn't
wish the experience on anyone
else. When you have such strong
roots as | do with Brazil it's much
harder."

Within four minutes of the kick-
off, Zico's blood was boiling as
Japan's Akira Kaji was denied a goal
by an offside decision that appeared
marginal at best.

"My brother always used to say
that a goal can change history," said
Zico.

"Mistakes only seem to happen
in favour of the big team. Everyone
in the stadium saw that the goal was
onside but the assistant raised his
flag."

Zico played in three World Cups
for Brazil and is remembered as one
of the finest players ever produced
by the world's most successful
footballing nation.

IsLaMIC GAMES
Sabura to
sSwim

in six events

Bss, Dhaka

Sabura Khatun will take part in the
six events of the 4th Islamic Women
Games swimming competition.

Sabura, the only swimmer in the
Bangladesh team, will compete in
the 200m, 400m and 800m
freestyle, 100m and 200m
backstroke and 200m individual
medley, a Bangladesh Swimming
Federation official said yesterday.

Tehran, the capital of Iran, will
host the meet for the women of the
Muslim world from September 22 to
28 this year. Apart from swimming,
Bangladesh will take part in shoot-
ing and athletics inthe Games.

Major Atiq
replaces
Arun

Bss, Dhaka

Major Atiqur Rahman has been
named as coach-cum-manager of
Bangladesh Swimming team for the
11th FINA World Championships in
place of Arun Kumar Nandi.

The Bangladesh Swimming
Federation (BSF) earlier decided
Arun Kumar Nandi as coach cum
manager of the team, but it has
changed the decision at a recent
meeting, BSF General Secretary
Shahabuddin Ahmed said yester-
day.

A four-member Bangladesh
team -- two swimmers and two
officials -- will take part in the FINA
Championships, to be held in
Montreal, Canada from July 16-31.

Did U Know?

Australia's 249 for five is their lowest total in
50 overs against Bangladesh. Their
previous lowest against Bangladesh in 50
overs was 254 for seven at Darwin on
August6,2003.

Lleyton Hewitt

(Australian tennis star)

"England talk themselves up every
time and obviously they've got a bit
better this year but our side's still
proven.”

Parriera enjoying it

AFP, Cologne

Carlos Alberto
Parreira left no
one in any
doubt that Brazil
were intent on
playing the role
of party wrecker when they take on
hosts Germany on Saturday.

The dream Confederations Cup
semi-final in Nuremberg will be a no
holds barred encounter with
Parriera stressing his hunger for
victory.

"I came here with two targets.
One was to field 20 players in our
three first games - the second was
to qualify for the semi-finals.

"We've achieved both - now I'm
finished watching players, | will play
the best possible team against
Germany.

"It was a calculated risk making
changes, but there'll be no more
experimenting now - we want to win
this competition."

Brazil booked their Nuremberg
date against Jurgen Klinsmann's
team through the back door as
Group B runners-up, on goal differ-
ence, having finished level on points
with Japan with whom they drew 2-2
here on Wednesday night.

Assessing the upcoming match
Parreira, in his third spell as Brazil
coach, said: "It's going to be very
difficult, it's always tough playing the
home team.

"It's hugely important to
Germany for next year. They rested
some good players for their last
game (against Argentina) and have
alsohad aday extratorest."

Parreira was visibly worried
about the state of his players' health.

"My good players are exhausted,
they've not played at the top level
that we're used to here but it's
understandable.

"Exhaustion can be both physi-
cal and mental, some are on a 25
day run without a break after the end
of their domestic leagues and then
straight on to World Cup qualifying
andthen here."

With that in mind Parreira gave
his squad a day of rest at their base
near Leverkusen on Thursday after
Wednesday's tightly fought game.

Robinho, described as a national
'treasure’ after his virtuoso perfor-
mance in the opener last week, put
Brazil ahead in the tenth minute
before Shunsuke Nakamura lev-
elled. Ronaldinho added Brazil's
second before the break and the
world champions looked to be

heading for all three points before
super sub Masashi Oguro came up
with an 88th minute equaliser.

"l enjoyed the first half, but not so
much the second," smiled Parreira.

Ronaldinho, acting as captain for
the night, also pointed to some
missed opportunities.

"The important thing is progress-
ing, butwe had bad luck.

"l believe that we created the
better opportunities to win the
match, but we did not take them. We
need to start taking them."

Marcos replaced Dida in goal
and he conceded he had not had a
flawless game.

"I haven't played for 20 days and
despite training, | felt a bit ring-
rusty.”

Hertha Berlin defender Gilberto
is adamant Brazil can beat his
adopted country.

"The German team had a bad
time, but it is growing and some
players are very successful. The
match will be difficult, but we can
win.

"We have techniques that the
Germans don't have, but they know
about them and that's why it's going
tobe hardtotough."

Lucio can't wait

AFP, Nuremberg

Brazilian inter-
national defen-
der Lucio is
determined to
defeat
Germany in
Saturday's
Confederations Cup semi-final to
win bragging rights in the Bayern
Munich dressing room.

Bayern duo Ze Roberto and
Lucio come face-to-face with sev-
eral of their club team-mates in the
Nuremberg semi-final and while
patriotic pride is at stake the tongue-
in-cheek comments next season at
Bayern are also important.

"l cannot wait to face my Bayern
team-mates," enthused Lucio. "l

cannot bear the thought of losing
against (Michael) Ballack, (Bastian)
Schweinsteiger, (Oliver) Kahn and
(Sebastian) Deisler."

Schweinsteiger is actually sus-
pended for the match and goal-
keeper Kahn will miss out with Jens
Lehmann in goal but Deisler and
captain Ballack are two Bayern
stars setto start.

"l have a lot of respect for the
Germany midfield and an attack that
is always capable of getting a goal,"
lauded Lucio.

Germany average three goals a
game in the Confederations Cup but
Lucio hopes his inside knowledge
can aid the Brazilian cause.

"My Bayern team-mate Ze
Roberto and | can offer a few tips but
our coach (Carlos Alberto Parreira)

has the Germany players on video
anyhow," Lucio declared.

The physical condition of the
Brazilian players has come under the
microscope following the 2-2 group
draw with Japan and Lucio admits the
legs are tired after along season.

"We are all tired and need to rest
but the most important thing is we
have reached the semi-final," said
the former Bayer Leverkusen man.

"I am highly motivated although it
will be difficult as Germany have
home suppport.”

The match is the first time Brazil
and Germany have metin a compet-
itive match since the 2002 World
Cup final when Brazil triumphed 2-0,
with Ronaldo scoring both goals.

Tremlett
ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Nottingham

Shane Warne, ever since bowling
Mike Gatting with the 'ball of the
century' back in 1993, has been a
thornin England's side.

But in his role as Hampshire
captain the leg-spin great has
helped his country's oldest oppo-
nents by playing a leading role in the
development of England pace
prospect Chris Tremlett, injecting
some Aussie steel into the 6ft 7ins
"gentle giant".

Now the 23-year-old quick wants
to repay the Australia star by letting
loose a few bouncers at Ricky
Ponting's men during the Ashes Test
series which starts in July.

Last weekend Tremlett, a mem-
ber of England's development
squad, was on the fringe of national
selection.

But a decision to rest Simon
Jones because of a knee injury saw
him called into the one-day series
party and Tremlett responded by
taking four for 32 on debut in
Tuesday's 168-run victory over
Bangladesh at Trent Bridge.

Indeed only the most outrageous
fluke denied Tremlett a hattrick
when Mohammad Ashraful, who
made a dashing 94, played the ball
onto the top of the bails only to see
them stay put.

But Tremlett, whose grandfather
Maurice played for England in the
years after World War Il and whose
father Tim, an England A represen-
tative, was a mainstay of the
Hampshire attack during the 1980,
told reporters in Nottingham on
Wednesday that had it not been for
Warne he might be a county also-
ran.

"Shane Warne has been brilliant.
In the last couple of years he has
probably been my biggest influence.
He has made me play my cricket

taught by Warne

with great positive intent, the whole
Hampshire teamreally.

"He has taken me in and told me
how to bowl and just backed me 100
percent with everything I've done
and | think the success over the last
couple of years is down to Shane.

"l think he has tried to put a bit
more aggression and ruthlessness
into me. People see me as being a
‘gentle giant' and | am naturally not
aggressive," Tremlett admitted.

Indeed such has been Warne's
influence on the softly-spoken
Tremlett he almost sounds more like
a young Dennis Lillee, rather than
the son of a reliable fast-medium
bowler, in his reaction to seeing
batsmen in trouble against his
bouncers.

"What do | feel when | hit a bats-
man? | quite enjoy it. | hit Alistair
Brown on the head in a game
against Surrey and that gave me
quite alot of pleasure.

"It is nice to be able to bowl fast.
It's a gift that you've got and you may
as well use it so, if you can scare a
few batsmen, that's your job."

But Tremlett said Warne's influ-
ence had run far deeper than just
giving him the belief to bowl short.

"l remember when Shane said 'l
need you to step up to the mark and
have a match-winning performance’
when we set Nottingham-shire a
decent run chase, also at Trent
Bridge earlier this month, and |
managed to get a hat-trick. He has
confidenceinyou."

Tremlett, who hopes to keep his
place in the side for Thursday's
triangular day/nighter against
Australia at Durham, is relishing
England's current run of form
against the world champions which
has seen them win the teams' last
three limited overs contests.

"l think the way England are
playing at the moment, they'll proba-
bly have a bit of fear. We are a great
challenge to the Australians at the
moment."

But England's current run and an
Australia slump which included
Saturday's shock defeat against
Bangladesh has come while Warne,
now retired from one-day interna-
tional cricket, has been off the big
stage.

And Tremlett -- whose county
team-mate Kevin Pietersen has
already shown the Aussies what to
fear from Hampshire players hitting
a matchwinning unbeaten 91 last
Sunday in the one day victory --
knows an Australia with Warne in
their team will be a different proposi-
tion as they bid for a ninth succes-
sive Ashes series win.

"It's a lot different when he gets
into the Test match arena. There is
nothing that motivates you more
than playing for your country so I'm
sure when he plays for Australia he'll
stepitup.”

Muktijoddha

FROM PAGE 16
top-scorer Yusuf Ali, who has
already scored a hattrick including
four goals in a record breaking 10-0
win over Youngmen's Club, espe-
cially after Rachid's lacklustre
presence on the pitch.

Red card: Hassan Al Mamun
(Muktijoddha)

Yellow cards: Rachid (Sheikh
Russel) and Paul, Jeremiah
(Muktijoddha).

TEAMS

RUSSEL KC: Biplab, Aminul, Deen
Mohammed, Jahirul, Yusuf Khan,
Maruf, Egir, Sharif, Tanvir, Rachid

and Majid.
MUKTIJODDHA: Aminul, Harry,
Rajani, Belal, Titu, Hassan Al

Mamun, Biddyut (Pappu), Kanchan,
Arman (Saiful), Jeremiah and Paul.
Referee: Tayab Hassan

Inzy against

FROM PAGE 16
that it would be better if bowlers from
other countries come and get
training there.

The skipper also urged the PCB
to take effective measures to
check the trend of suspect bowling
actions in domestic cricket.

"Thank God Shoaib Malik
cleared himself from this allegation
but still Shabbir Ahmed is under
threat, but this is a serious problem
and should be checked at domes-
tic level," he was quoted as saying
by local daily the News.

Asked why any quality off-
spinner has not emerged on the
national scene after Saglain
Mushtaq, Inzamam said the PCB
had put a ban on three off-spinners
in domestic cricket for their sus-
pect bowling actions but it was also
a fact the Pakistan team lacked in
this department since no effective
off-spinner was emerging.

New Zealand may
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Zimbabwe and he had notyethad a
chance to discuss it with the
cabinet or getlegal advice.

"However, given the current
appalling abuses of human
rights and relentless trend of the
Zimbabwe government towards
a dictatorship, the New Zealand
government would not welcome
a visit from a side representing
Zimbabwe at this time."

New Zealand Cricket officials
were not available for comment.
Chief executive Martin Snedden
and chairman Sir John Anderson
were on their way to London for
the International Cricket
Council's (ICC) annual meeting.

Earlier Thursday Goff said the
government had no legal way of
stopping an earlier scheduled
tour by the New Zealand cricket
team to Zimbabwe in August.
New Zealand Cricket announced

full strength Test and one-day
squads for the tour on
Wednesday.

"Only a dictatorial, autocratic
regime can stop New
Zealanders from leaving their
own country," Goff said.

"That's exactly what we're
protesting about in terms of what
Mugabe is doing."

Nevertheless, the govern-
ment would prefer the tour not
take place because of the human
rights abuses of the Mugabe
government.

NZC said Wednesday players
had unanimously agreed to
embark on the five-week tour to
Zimbabwe after an independent
security report gave the all clear.

Snedden said the team would
be liable for a fine of more than
two million US dollars under ICC
rules if it pulled out of the tour.

Mexican duo
kicked out

AFP, Frankfurt

Indiscipline and not doping was
behind the expulsion of two Mexican
players from the Confederations
Cup, Franz Beckenbauer stated on
Thursday.

Salvador Carmona and Aaron
Galindo were kicked out of the
competition by Mexico coach
Ricardo Lavolpe on Tuesday, with
rumours abounding that the duo had
tested positive for nandrolone.

But Beckenbauer, head of
Germany's 2006 World Cup com-
mittee, said he had been told by
FIFA president Sepp Blatter that
drug taking had nothing to do with
the scandal.

"He (Blatter) assured me that this
was purely a disciplinary matter and
nothing to do with doping.

"And we've got no reason to
questionit."

Reports that the two defenders
had taken the banned steroid ema-
nated from two Mexican newspa-
pers, El Universal and Reforma,
which suggested the positive con-
trols had been taken before the start
ofthe Confed Cup.

This was strongly denied by
Lavolpe, who said: "The journalists
should be concerned with judging
the sporting quality of our team.
Everything else is only a matter for
us.

"l don't ask you whether you've
got marital problems at home?" he
told a press conference.

The Argentina-born coach
stressed that he had sent the play-
ers home for breaching the team's
"code of conduct".

On Wednesday FIFA spokes-
man Markus Siegler dismissed the
notion of positive tests.

Greece go out
without
scoring

AFP, Frankfurt

Mexico will face Argentina in the
semi-finals of the Confederations
Cup after a 0-0 draw against Greece
in their final Group B match.

The scoreless draw, the first of
the tournament so far, helps Mexico
stretch their unbeaten run to 21
games and Ricardo Lavolpe's team
progress into the last four as group
winners ahead of Brazil, who face
Germany in the semis after drawing
2-2 with Japan.

Mexico won the competition in
their homeland back in 1999 and if
they can continue their unbeaten
run for two more games the trophy
will be theirs again.

For European champions
Greece a solitary point is scant
reward from this competition and
the fact that they failed to score in
three group games leaves German
manager Otto Rehhagel with a lot of
thinking to do.

"It goes without saying that we
wanted to be more successful," said
Rehhagel. "We obviously have a
problem in attack as we have not
scored for five games and you can
not win games without scoring."

Greece must now concentrate
on qualifying for the World Cup in 12
months time and they face a real
struggle, currently lying third in their
group, eight points behind Ukraine
and one point adrift of Turkey.

"l hope to get some of our top
players back and maybe they can
make the difference and help us
qualify for the World Cup,"
Rehhagel declared.

Maradona to
become a
Boca director

REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Diego Maradona has accepted an
offer to take on a director's role at
Boca Juniors, club president
Mauricio Macri said on Wednesday.

Macri said that Maradona, who
had previously been offered a job as
youth team coach, would take over
as football vice-president in August.

"He will take part, give his opin-
ion, help us run the professional
squad," Macri told reporters, adding
that Maradona would help in the
selection of a new coach.

The 44-year-old Maradona has
made a good recovery after under-
going drug rehabilitation last year
and a gastric bypass operation in
Colombiain March.

Maradona's doctor Alfredo Cahe
has said the former Argentina
captain had lost more than 33 kgs
since the stomach stapling opera-
tion surgery in the Caribbean city of
Cartagena.

U-13 football
camp from
July 1

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion (BFF) will launch an under-13
football camp in the city from July 1.

The selected 35 booters have
been requested to report to BFF's
age-group coaches Jobair Nipu and
Syed Golam Jilani on July 1 at the
Brothers Union ground in Gopibagh
at7.30 am. The weekly camp will be
held on only Thursdays and
Fridays.

Sharapova breezes

AFP, London

Title-holder Maria Sharapova
needed just 45 minutes to move
regally into the third round at
Wimbledon on Thursday showing
no mercy to 15-year-old Sesil
Karatantcheva.

The 18-year-old Russian second
seed won 6-0, 6-1 on the hottest day
of the championships so far and has
dropped just five games in two ties.

It was also her 19th win in a row
on grass taking in back-to-back
titles at Birmingham and last year's
Wimbledon crown.

The bubbly Karatantcheva had
defeated Venus Williams last month
to reach the quarterfinals of the
French Open in Paris, but the
Bulgarian looked shell-shocked
faced with the sheer power of the
much taller Sharapova.

Her relief was manifest when she
finally managed to win a game at 6-0
and 3-0 down in the second, but a
few minutes later she was heading
back inside and Sharapova was
blowing kisses to the crowd.

"l just played great tennis today,"
the Russian said.

"I played much better than in the
first round when there was a little bit
of nerves and hopefully | can keep
improving from nowonin."

Joining her in the second round was
the champion in 2000 and 2001 Venus
Williams of the United States who hit
back from an indifferent start to defeat
Nicole Pratt of Australia 7-5, 6-3.

There was another big win for
Greece's improving Eleni
Daniilidou, the conquerer of French
Open champion Justine Henin-
Hardenne in the first round.

She coasted past Laura
Granville of the United States 6-2, 6-
0 and has a clear chance of making
it through to the quarterfinals in the
bottom half of the draw.

Also going through were French

thru

PHOTO: AFP

MARIA SHARAPOVA

16th seed Nathalie Dechy who sent
packing the last British hope in the
women's tournament Jane
O'Donoghue, Slovak 20th seed
Daniela Hantuchova in three sets
against Shahar Peer of Israel and
Katarina Srebotnik of Slovenia.

Srebotnik, who defeated South
Korea's Cho Yoon-Jeong 7-5, 6-4,
will be the next opponent for
Sharapova.

In the men's tournament, 19-
year-old Frenchman Richard
Gasquet needed three tie-breaks to
defeat Belgian qualifier Gilles

Elseneer7-6,7-6,6-7, 6-2

Gasquet, the winner at
Nottingham on grass last week, will
meet French Open winner Rafael
Nadal in the third round if the
Spaniard makes it through his tie
laterin the day.

Igor Andreev made it three
Russians through to the third round
with a 6-4, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 win over
Davide Sanguinetti of Italy, while Jiri
Novak of the Czech Republic got the
better of France's Fabrice Santoro
6-1, 4-6, 7-6, 6-3 in a battle of the
veterans.

Leading the way

FROM PAGE 16

Growing up in Hyderabad, Mirza
idolised cricket star Sachin
Tendulkar and harboured hopes of
one day becoming a doctor.

That was until she walked onto a
tennis court during one school
holiday and discovered she had an
exceptional talent.

"The coach called my parents up
a month later and said: "You should
come watch her because I've never
seen a six-year-old hit a ball like
that'," she recalls.

"You know, my parents came.
Things kept falling in place. Not like
we decided one day that we're going
to be a professional. It just kept
happening. | started playing tourna-
ments. That's how itall began."

Mirza's record-breaking exploits

this year have made her almost as
famous in India as Tendulkar.

Earlier this year, she became the
first Indian woman to win a tour title
when she captured her hometown
tournament and then achieved
another first by making the third
round of the Australian Open.

She giggles as she says she
counts the cricketing superstar
among her friends.

Her feisty performance against
the US Open holder on Wednesday
was closely followed by sportsmad
Indians, who recently voted her
second in a television poll for the
country's youth icon, behind
Bollywood star Shah Rukh Khan.

The 18-year-old returned to
Hyderabad to an amazing reception
after her Australian Open campaign,

where she became the first Indian
woman to reach the third round of a
Grand Slam, and despite her loss on
Wednesday, Mirza was inundated
with calls after the match.

"My phone hasn't stopped buzz-
ing since then. | got a lot of mes-
sages saying, "Even though you
lost, you won the match."

"l think I'm going to feel bad
about it for a long time. You know,
there's nothing | can do about it,"
she said.

"But | hope I'll have many more
Centre Court matches to play. |
hope I'll be here the second
Saturday on Centre Court (the
women's final).

"It is like a dream come true for
me. But I'm definitely not satisfied
with what I've got."

Brazil in semis the hard way

FROM PAGE 16
we've come along way."

With Robinho and Kaka cutting in
from the wings and Ronaldinho
bringing the ball forward at dizzying
speed, Japan looked in danger of
conceding every time they lost
possession.

Brazil, their place in the semi-
finals on the line after a 1-0 defeat by
Mexico, looked more comfortable
after taking the lead in the 10th
minute.

Ronaldinho's close control took
two defenders out of the game in his
own half.

The Barcelona forward glided
forward and calmly waited for
Robinho to complete an angled run
before playing the pass. The Santos

forward duly beat the keeper with a
precise shot.

Japan, who finished the group in
third place on four points, were
unlucky not to go ahead in the fourth
minute when Akira Kaji outpaced
the defence and beat Marcos, only
to be pulled up for what looked an
incorrect offside flag.

Mitsuo Ogasawara's header
from a free kick then bounced on
the goal line and out before
Nakamura struck the equaliser,
crashing in a shot from more than
30 metres to leave Marcos,
recalled in place of Dida, with no
chance on 27 minutes.

Brazil stepped up a gear and
reclaimed the lead five minutes later
when Kaka fed Robinho on the left

and he picked out Ronaldinho, who
poked a shot that deflected in off the
keeper.

The South Americans were
electric up front but too often over-
elaborated.

Japan survived the rest of the
half and almost levelled at the start
of the second when Marcos saved
atthe feet of Oguro.

A few minutes later Cicinho had
to clear off the line from Nakamura
as Japan grew in confidence.

Brazil continued to create
chances but lost their cool and
would have surrendered their place
in the semi-finals but for the last-
gasp intervention of Marcos.
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