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PEPSI VOLLEYBALL
Army, BDR
in semis

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Army and Bangladesh
Rifles moved into the men's semifi-
nals of the Pepsi National Volleyball
Championships winning their respec-
tive quarterfinal matches at the
Shaheed Suhrawardi National
Indoor Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

Army beat Bangladesh Navy 3-1
and BDR trounced Khulna 3-0.

In the women's competition,
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation
(BJMC), Rajshahi, Pabna and
Rajbari booked their places in the last
four.

BJMC will take on Rajshahi in the
first semifinal while Pabna meet
Rajbariin the second semis.

Khulna outplayed Gazipur 3-0
and Pabna defeated Rajshahi by
same marginin the day's matches.

Did U Know?

Australia have now lost two out of three
matches played at Cardiff. Australia had lost
to New Zealand by five wickets in the inaugural
match played at this venue on May 20, 1999.
Australia's only win at Cardiff is against
Pakistan by 7 wickets on June 9,2001.

Riquelme starts

to rule

AFP, Nuremburg

Juan Roman
Riquelme
continues to
shine as the
midfield gen-
eral of Argen-
tina and manager Jose
Pekerman's faith in the Villareal
playmaker was justified further in
the 2-2 Confederations Cup
Group A draw with Germany here
on Tuesday.

Former Argentina coach
Marcelo Bielsa claimed Riquelme
was "too slow" to make an impact
at international level but the
playmaker looked a class above
against Germany with his radar
passing and vision.

Riquelme scored an exquisite
32nd minute free-kick to cancel
out Kevin Kuranyi's opener three
minutes earlier and was a pivotal
figure as Argentina came from
behind to level at 2-2 winning the
man-of-the-match accolade.

"It is great to be named man of
the match and | feel we deserved
to turn the match around in the
second half," said Riquelme. "We
are improving and have a good
chance in the semi-finals."

Gunning for prizes with
Argentina is a new experience for
Riquelme who was ignored by
Bielsa, sacked after the disas-
trous 2002 World Cup exit at the
first hurdle, but has been given a
new lease of life under Pekerman.

"It is just a joy to play in this
team and we believe we are head-
ing in the right direction,”
Riquelme declared.

"Germany are a great team
and made it difficult but we are
proud to have turned in such a
good performance."

Coach Pekerman worked with
Riquelme when an outstanding
crop of Argentina youngsters,
including Pablo Aimar and Javier
Saviola, won the 1997 Under-20
youth world championships in
Malaysia.

Since taking charge Pekerman
has made Riquelme a key player
and indicated he would stick by
his policy for the World Cup in 12
months' time.

"We want to improve a lot with
this exciting team," said
Pekerman. "Then we hope to
have an impact on the competition
here in Germany at the 2006
World Cup."

The 26-year-old Riquelme was
the undoubted star of the match
and Germany coach Jurgen
Klinsmann singled him out for
praise.

"It was a good experience for a
lot of the players to learn how to
deal with players like Riquelme,"
said Klinsmann.

"He is a real handful and hardly
gives the ball away. We have to
learn to concentrate all the time
when players like Riquelme are in
the opposing team."

Faria Alam again!

m Football

REUTERS, London

The English Football Association
has revealed a series of e-mails it
says were sent by former
employee Faria Alam in which
she boasts of her relationships
with senior figures in the organi-
sation.

Alam, 39, had an affair with
both England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson, 56, and the FA's chief
executive Mark Palios, 52.
Palios resigned in mid-2004
after the affairs became public.

The former secretary is suing
the FA for unfair dismissal.

She resigned from her post
last August following newspaper
revelations of her affairs, later
selling her story to the press for
300,000 pounds.

Alam said that she felt forced
to resign because of media
pressure, which she added had
been created in part by leaks
about her private life from within
the FA.

However, in Wednesday's
employment tribunal hearing
she was questioned by the FA's
barrister Jeffrey Bacon, who
suggested that it was her own
"boasting e-mails" on the FA's
e-mail system, some of which
were sold to a newspaper by the
recipient, that had allowed the
story to emerge.

Bacon said that one mail
said: "I'm 36, unmarried and
loving it. My social life is amaz-
ing and | date famous people
although I can't say who."

Bacon said that Alam was
aware of the risks of writing
such mails on the FA's system
and used the code names
"Sugar" for Eriksson and "PP"
for Palios.

Other alleged Alam e-mails
Bacon read out to the hearing
included her saying: "I haven't
been naughty yet but the guy |
will see tomorrow night is the
more famous one. Let's call him
Sugar, he's very sweet and he's
the coach."

"Sugar is brilliant. | want to be
happy and very, very rich and

"If all goes well, | suppose
Sugar will have to announce it to
the papers."”

Alam said that once the affair
became public she felt she had to
resign and said she wrote her letter
of resignation from the office of
publicist Max Clifford.

"By that evening you were
300,000 pounds richer," Bacon said,
to which Alamreplied: "Yes."

"You resigned so you could sell
your story," he said, which she
denied, claiming her position had

become "untenable."

On Tuesday, Alam said she had
been sexually harassed by FA
executive director David Davies, her
immediate boss.

Davies, who denied the allega-
tions later on Tuesday, was at the
tribunal on Wednesday, sitting a
few feet from Alam, and is
expected to give evidence later in
the week.

The hearing continues later on
Wednesday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Former English Football Association secretary Faria Alam leaves her
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Argentina's star midfielder Juan Riquelme (C) curling a freekick over the German wall to scores at the Frankenstadion in Nuremberg on Tuesday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Chappell will
welcome tech

PTI, Bangalore

Indian cricket coach Greg Chappell
on Wednesday visited a software firm
and familiarised himself with technol-
ogies that are available for use that
can help find a batsman or bowler's
weaknesses.

The 56-year-old former Australian
captain, who assumed charge earlier
this week, spent some time at TCS-
BTS firm here and was introduced to
E-Cric Pro technology developed by
the company.

Former India medium-pacer
Javagal Srinath, himself an engineer,
was at hand and he, former cricketer
Yajurvendra Singh and the com-
pany's computer experts explained
its features to the batting great.
Chappell also watched a demonstra-
tion of the technology."If these high-
end data mining information can help
us identify and correct the weak-
nesses of a batsman or bowler, why
not? We can useit," he said.

The technology enables storing of
minute details of batsman or bowler
in action, company officials said.

Full of Ashraful
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batsmen in contemporary cricket
however looked sad for not getting
his second hundred.

"I should have completed my
hundred. But | could not time the ball
well and perhaps gone a bit forward
while trying to go over the short fine
leg fielder. Still, I'm happy that | have
overcome the bad reputation of not
scoring runs after a big innings," he
said.

The otherwise soft-spoken 21-
year-old with a strong personality
protested the claim that he followed
England opener Strauss' style of
shot making over the vacant fine
leg.

"I did not follow his style. He
might have seen me playing that
before and executed it against us
yesterday", said the hottest property
of Bangladesh cricket at the
moment.

Ashraful however is in pain with
the state of his trusted bat that he
got as a gift from Mohammad
Rafique.

"l liked this bat very much but I'm
afraid | may not be able to use it
again because there is a crack
developinginit".

Bangladesh skipper Habibul
Bashar termed Ashraful 94 as one of
the best-ever one-day innings.

"It was an unbelievable innings.
It is simply out of the world. But |
want him to try to repeat that
because it is almost impossible for
him to play this kind of innings
everyday," said Bashar.

They now fancy Brazil

AFP, Berlin

The German
media was in a
more positive
mood on Wed-
nesday as it
reflected on
Germany's 2-2
draw with Argentina in the
Confederations Cup match 24
hours ago.

The draw sees Germany reach
the semi-finals as winners of Group
A, with Argentina also qualifying for
the last four as runners-up, and the
performance finally silenced the
sceptics.

"After the 90 minutes in
Nuremberg we know we do not
need to hide from anyone," declared
Bild daily. "We should not fear the
favourites for the World Cup as
Argentina crushed Brazil 3-1 in the
qualifying campaign."”

Germany twice went in front at
the Franken-Stadion through Kevin
Kuranyi (29min) and Gerald
Asamoah (51) but surrendered the
initiative with Juan Roman
Riquelme (32) and Esteban
Cambiasso (74) pegging the hosts

back.

"National team shine without
(Michael) Ballack," said the
Frankfurter Allgemeine.

Captain Ballack was rested for
the match, with Germany having
already qualified for the semi-finals,
and his country disproved the theory
that they are mediocre without him.

"It was not a risk to rest Ballack
as we knew this side could do the
job," said Germany coach Jurgen
Klinsmann.

Yet the job was not quite com-
pleted and the search for a win
againsta top nation goes on.

"Germany made to wait for big
win," headlined the Berliner
Morgenpost. "But Klinsmann's side
can be proud of reaching the semi-
finals as group winners after a
determined display.”

Not since the 1-0 win over
England in October 2000 have
Germany defeated a recognised top
team.

"Perhaps we miss that extra
touch of class against the top sides,"
admitted Bastian Schweinsteiger.
"Sometimes we need to use our
heads more."

Schweinsteiger will miss the

semi-final after picking up a yellow
card and must hope his team-
mates can give him the opportunity
to play in the final on June 29 in
Frankfurt.

World champions Brazil are one
possible opponent for Germany, as
are Japan and Mexico, but
Klinsmann prefers to face the big
guns.

"We would prefer to play against
a big team in the semi-finals,"
insisted Klinsmann. "Perhaps
Brazil in the next round and, if we
beat them, Argentina again in the
final."

Mexico lead Group B and are the
only team to secure a spot in the last
four with Brazil and Japan fighting it
out on Wednesday for the right to
jointhem.

"Can we now expect the mighty
Brazil?" asked daily Bild.

In September last year Germany
drew 1-1 with Brazil in Berlin but the
memory of the 2-0 defeat in the
2002 World Cup final in Yokohama
still lingers.

Ballack sat out that game due to
suspension but he will have his
chance in Nuremberg on June 25 if
the two are paired together.

Federer moves

AFP, London

Top-seed and title-holder Roger
Federer coasted into the third round
at Wimbledon on Wednesday with a
routine 6-4, 6-4, 6-1 win over Ivo
Minar of the Czech Republic.

Federer will play the winner of
the tie between Germany's Nicolas
Kiefer and Alessio di Mauro for a
placeinthelast 16.

The Swiss star was in a different
class to the overmatched Minar, but
the Czech player's rapid style of play
between points had Federer shout-
ing in frustration attimes.

Marat Safin won a bruising battle

A satisfying
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the right but Luciano Figueroa
headed over.

Argentina then had a controlled
spell of possession but gave the ball
away cheaply at the back and were
made to pay in the 29th minute.

to beat injury-hit Mark Phili-
ppoussis 7-6, 7-6, 6-4 which gave
him a Wimbledon third round place
and sent the Australian into another
reassessment of his ailing career.

Safin will next face Spanish 26th
seed Feliciano Lopez as he sets his
sights on adding a Wimbledon title
to his collection of US and Australian
Open crowns. But for Philippoussis
it was yet another tale of Wimbledon
woe.

Kim Clijsters underlined her
Wimbledon challenge cruising into
the third round with a lop-sided 6-1,
6-1 win over Marissa Irvin of the
United States.

It was the 22-year-old Belgian's
seventh straight win on grass follow-
ing her title triumph in Eastbourne
last week and she next goes up
against Italy's Roberta Vinci who
came through 6-3, 6-2 against Anne
Kremer.

Also into the third round in early
play on Wednesday were last year's
French Open champion Anastasia
Myskina and French third seed
Amelie Mauresmo.

The Russian, who has been

on

struggling with a shoulder injury,
produced her best performance for
some time to defeat Japan's Aiko
Nakamura 6-4, 6-3 and set up a
tough third round tie against Jelena
Jankovic of Serbia.

Mauresmo looking to rebound
from yet another French Open let-
down blasted past Spain's Maria
Sanchez Lorenzo 6-1, 6-3.

First man into the third round was
Spain's Feliciano Lopez who ended
the run of Britain's David Sherwood
6-2,6-4,6-2.

Lopez is a rare specimen for a
Spaniard of being comfortable with
the serve and volley game and he
easily picked apart Sherwood, the
son of former British Olympic hur-
dler John Sherwood.

Joining him was the Czech
Republic's Tomas Berdych who
defeated Lars Burgsmuller of
Germany 6-3, 6-3, 6-1 and hard-
hitting American Taylor Dent who
ousted compatriot Kevin Kim 6-3, 6-
4, 6-4. Kim was making his
Wimbledon debut.

Some cheers
for Tunisia

AFP, Leipzig

African champions Tunisia ensured
they departed the Confederations
Cup with one win after a 2-0 victory
over Australia in both nations' final
group game here on Tuesday.

Australia leave Germany without
a point and bottom of Group A but
hope to be returning next year for
the World Cup finals after their
younger players acquired valuable
experience.

The tough-tackling Tunisians
also expect to return in 12 months'
time and deserved their win after
defeats to Germany and Argentina,
the two nations who will contest the
semi-finals from Group A in this
eight-team tournament.

Tunisia broke the deadlock after
26 minutes when Santos tapped in
after Australia's number two keeper
Michael Petkovic dropped a cross
from Hatem Trabelsi under pressure
from one of his own defenders.

Santos got his second goal on 70
minutes when a pass from Hamed
Namouchi was mistakenly directed
into the striker's path by Australian
captain Craig Moore as he tried to
intercept, allowing the Brazilian-
born naturalised Tunisian to crash a
shotinto the net.

Australia came closest to scoring
when substitute Tim Cahill's volley
from Scott Chipperfield's cross was
narrowly off-target.

John Aloisi clipped the bar with
an audacious long-range lob but he
had few opportunities to add to his
four goals in this tournament.

Tunisia created by far the greater
number of chances.

Before opening the scoring, they
had seen a free kick curled in by
Adel Chadli fly into the net but it was
disallowed, apparently because
Haykel Guemamdia had interfered
with play in an offside position.

Both teams had made wholesale
changes for this match and it
showed in a ragged first half.

Australia showed more bite at
the start of the second half, Mark
Viduka playing in Archie Thompson
whose shot was blocked by
Tunisian keeper Hamdi Kasraoui.

But with Viduka short of match
sharpness, he was unable to help
his team who will now turn their
attention to a World Cup playoff
against the Solomon Islands in
September before an expected two-
match showdown against the fifth-
placed South American team in
November with a place in the finals
atstake.
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