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Director Khairul Alam has
alleged that the chairman did not
hike jute procurement price in a
heated market and so the mills are
running dry as purchase could not
be made. But Chairman AFM
Solaitnan Chowdhury has brought
allegations against the director of
procuring low quality jute at high
price,

At the height of the rift between
the two top-brass in the BIMC,
production at as many as eight out

0f 22 jute mills has fully stopped and
four other mills are also on the! e/
oficlosure for lack of jute at l};e pealj
productionseason.

Jute Minister Shah Jahan Sirdj
told parliament last night that the

mills have closed down for non-

availability of funds for f?ule pur-
chase in time and then not purchas-
ing the raw material even after
belated fundsavailability.

The representatives of workers
and employees of 14 jute mi];s met

lh_e speakar of the Jatiya Sangsad on
Monday pleading for early payment
of their outstanding salaries for the
lastseven months.

As against a demand of over 70
lakh maunds of raw jute in 22 mills,
the BJMC could procure only32lakh
maunds this fiscal year resulting ina

_drastic production slump in carpet

packing cloth (CPC), hessian and
sacking. A recent BJMC meeting
expmssedfeanhatduewclusuresof
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Petrobangla running
out of manpower

60pc posts remain vacant for years; no

new recruztment since 1999

SHARIER KHAN

Amid sheer negligence of the gov-
ernment, around 60 percent of posts
in Petrobangla have remained
vacant for several years, making it
very difficult for the organisation to
monitor and coordinate the coun-
try's gas sector, which generates
nearly Tk 3,500 crore in annual

)

revenue for the state.

Presently three out offive posts of
directors remain vacant. The posi-
tion of the director of operation has
remained vacant for 10 months, the
director of mines and minerals for
sixto sevenmonths, and the director
ofplanning for thelast one month.

“The mid-level of Petrobangla is
nearly totally empty. The technical

posts are mostly vacant,” says an
energy ministry source. "Most of the
posts of general managers and
deputy general managers are also

vacgm.
f the five general managers
posts in the Operations Directorate
of Petrobangla, three remain vacant.
Such a void has been created as
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Security beefed up
as Narsingdi goes
to by-polls today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Tight security measures have been
taken to ensure free and fair voting in
the Narsingdi-1 by-elections today, in
which the ruling four-party alliance
will face an independent candidate
in the race in absence of the main
oppositionAwarni League (AL).

The first election under newly.

appointed Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) MA Aziz, the
by-election has also become an acid
test for him to prove his capability
and neutrality to conduct polls,

The ALin the beginning declared
to participate in the polls but later
boycotted saying it will not joinany’
pollsunderthe new CEC as the party

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

INDO-BANGLATALKS
Foreign secys
review top
issues

P11, New Delhi

Foreign Secretaries of India and
Bangladesh met in New Delhi yes-
terday to review the issues to
strengthen mutually beneficial and
friendly relations, official sources
said.

Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran is
heading the Indian delegation while
Bangladeshi side is led by his coun-
terpart Mohammad Hemayatudin.

The two-day meeting is taking
placeafteragap of 15months.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police last night recovered a
pangalin, locally known as Bon
Rui, which was captured from the
bank of the Turag:river near
Beribandhin MirpuronMonday.
The law-enforcers arrested
Mohammad ' Sagar, a resident of
Nawaber Bagh, who found the

highly endangered mammal on
the Kakka Road near the Turag
riverand tried to sellit.

Pangolin is a scaly anteater
with homy scales, a long tapering
snout and tail and a long sticky
tongue for catching ants and
termites.

The rare mammal has been
kept at the Mirpur Police Station.

TAX ON SIM CARD |

The police will hand over it to
Dhaka Zoo tomorrow, Sources
said.

Sagar, who found the pangolin
at about 11:00pm Monday, told
The Daily Star, "First1 thoughtitto
be a Guishap (monitor), but when
I got closer, it coiled itself. Soon |1
ran home and brought a sack and
capturedit.”

Saifur snubs mobile
operators' plea

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Finance and Planning Mihister M
Saifur Rahman yesterday turned
down the private cell phone opera-
tors! plea to withdraw the newly
imposed tax of Tk 1,200 on every
mobile SIM (subscriber identifica-
tionmodule) card and connection.
Top executives of all four private

cell phone operators met the
finance minister and urged him to
reconsider the issue, drawing his
attention to the fact that the imposi-
tion of the new tax will severely
affect the growth of the country's
fast growing mobile telephony
sector, meeting sources said.
GrameenPhone CEO Erik Aas,
Banglalink CEO Lars P Reichelt, and

representatives of the CityCell and
AKTEL Siddique Ali Miah and Fazlur
Rahman called on Saifur Rahman at
his office.

"The government has not
imposed any extra tax on cell phone
connection; it has rather diverted
the tax from mobile handset to new
connection,” sources attending the
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Say it with a song

For the 1st time in Bangladesh, dedicate songs from your mobile
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Just follow these Simple steps
# Dial GAAN (4226)
B Choose your language of instruction: Press 1 for Bangla 2 for English !
L .Chqose the song type: Press 1 for Bangla, 2 for English & 3 for Hindi songs
‘M Choose your desired song (Press '2' for song selection) 3
‘B You may add your personal message with the song dedication &
® You may send the song immediately or choose the time and date of sending
b " I{?y in the mobile number to which you want to send the song
Sy Dedications can be sent to all mobile operators.
3. ~ Call pate: Tk.9 /min., excluding VAT (Dedication FREE, charges apply for browsing only).

i " Al sj:mnsibpllties regarding song dedications remain with Dhaka Shilpo Limited.
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