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Athletics

BTV
Bangladesh vs England
NatWest Series, First ODI

Live at 3:45 pm

ESPN
Bangladesh vs England
NatWest Series, First ODI

Live at 3:45 pm
FIFA Confederations Cup

Brazil vs Greece
Live at 12:40 am (Friday)

STAR Sports
Sportsline

Live at 8:00 pm
FIFA Confederations Cup

Japan vs Mexico
Live at 9:55 pm

Volleyball was invented by William George 
Morgan of Holyoke, Massachusetts in 1895.

Dion  Nash
(Former New Zealand fast bowler)

"I'm looking forward to working with 
some pretty strong-minded guys. I 
imagine there will be some long 
meetings. It will be the chance to put 
our egos aside and work together 
for the good of the game." 
After being named a national 
selector.

Premier Football League
Youngmen's Club vs Farashganj SC  

(5:00 pm)
Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium

AFP, Leipzig

World Cup hold-
ers Brazil meet 
surprise Euro-
pean champions 
Greece in their 

first match of the Confederations 
Cup on Thursday which should 
provide a fascinating contrast in 
styles. 

Cynics would say it is a case of 
Beauty and the Beast - the silky 
skills and vibrant individualism of 
Ronaldinho and his teammates 
against the defensive straitjacket of 
the Greeks who will seek to score on 
the occasional counter-attack. 

Yet Greece's standing in world 
football went through the roof after 
their unexpected victory at Euro 

2004 in Portugal and they are relish-
ing their first meeting with Brazil in 
31 years. 

"This is a once in a lifetime com-
petition for us," said star midfielder 
Georgios Karagounis of Inter Milan. 

"For us it is like a World Cup, with 
Brazil and Argentina who have 
brought their main players, and 
Mexico who have also played in 
most World Cups." 

Both Greece and Brazil slumped 
to defeats in World Cup qualifiers 
last week, yet the Greeks' 1-0 
reverse against Ukraine was more 
damaging than Brazil's 3-1 drubbing 
by Argentina. 

Greece now lie third in their 
qualifying group behind Ukraine and 
Turkey and may have to rely on 
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A study in contrast

 BRAZIL V GREECE                                                      LIVE ON ESPN 12:40AM BST  
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WHO NEEDS A PILLOW? Brazilian sensation Robinho rests his head against 
a football during a training session at the BayArena stadium in Leverkusen 
on Tuesday.

PHOTO: STAR

THAT'S NOT A FILE PHOTO: The largest crowd in recent years witnessed the Abahani-Mohammedan clash at the Bangabandhu National Stadium on 
Wednesday. Such show of passion for football was reminiscent of the good old days of the game.

AL-AMIN from London 

It was raining in London on 
Wednesday morning, the day 
before Bangladesh launch the 
second part of their demanding 
England tour at the grand old Oval 
which also boasts holding the first-
ever official Test on English soil way 
back in 1880.

Bangladesh's opening game 
against England in the NatWest tri-
series on Thursday will be their first 
appearance at this ground. The 
beautiful venue, which is the home 
of English county Surrey, will also 
see a landmark 100th ODI appear-
ance for England opener Marcus 
Trescothick, who started his career 
on this very ground five years ago.

Trescothick and England are 
however less focused about 
Sunday's match since a victory for 
the home side is almost a forgone 
conclusion given Bangladesh's 
showing in the two-Tests and 
demoralising defeats in two 

Champions Trophy games in 
E n g l a n d  l a s t  S e p t e m b e r .  
Bangladesh captain Habibul Basher 
is also least concerned about the 
outcome of the match despite 
admitting the fact that this particular 
one-day tournament that also 
involves Australia would be the 
biggest challenge for his side.

"We are not thinking how big the 
opponent is. At the moment we 
know we will be playing six matches 
and our target is very simple -- going 
out in the middle and enjoying the 
game and play as hard as we can," 
said the Bashar while talking to 
Bangladeshi reporters at the Oval 
on Wednesday.

The Bangladesh captain was 
also not interested to talk about how 
devastating a combination Kevin 
Pieterson and fellow power-hitter 
Andrew Flintoff could become in the 
slam-bang cricket of white ball and 
coloured clothing. 

F l i n to f f  a lone  des t royed  
Bangladesh in three one-dayers in 
2003, but Bashar believes in his 
own strength. The compulsive 
stroke-maker, who scored a 34-ball 

50 in the second innings of the 
second Test at 

Chester-le-Street said that his 
team has possessed some players 
who had the ability to change the 
face of a game.

"We have six players who are 
quite good and if even three of them 
click on a given day I think we can put 
up a decent total if not a winning one," 
said Bashar without elaborating.

But Bashar feels that the prob-
lem with his side is the shot selec-
tion and showing respect to names 
rather then what is coming at them. 
"It's always difficult to play in 
England where the ball bounces 
more and 

moves a bit. But Tushar (Imran) 
with a confident display in the first 
practice match against Derbyshire 
showed that there was no devil in 
the wicket," said the 32-year-old.

Bashar however disagreed that 
inconsistency in batting was worry-
ing him.

"We also bowled left and right in 
the two Tests and the ground field-
ing was not at all inspiring. So, we 
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Tigers think about 
own game

PHOTO: COURTESY

Bangladesh coach Dav Whatmore (R) speaks while captain Habibul Bashar 
listens during a press conference at the Oval on Wednesday.

SPORTS REPORTER

A 46th minute 
strike by Gha-
naian str iker 
Audu Ibrahim 
helped Abahani 

salvage one point against arch-
rivals Mohammedan in the Premier 
Football League on Wednesday.

Although the 1 - 1 result cost 
Mohammedan the lead in the table 
after four rounds, the biggest crowd 
of the season at the Bangabandhu 
National Stadium enjoyed every 
moment of the most riveting local 
fixture which was shifted to 
Wednesday after rain prevented 
any play the day before.

Sierra Leone forward Donald 
Robert had put the Black and 
Whites ahead on his Dhaka debut 
before a 25,000-strong attendance 

but they failed to hold onto the first 
half lead and slipped to second 
position with ten points. 

Defending champions Brothers 
Union have solo lead with maximum 
12 points while Abahani slumped to 
fourth place with eight after their 
second successive draw.

The Sky Blues absolutely domi-
nated the first 25 minutes reviving 
memories of their possession play 
in the 5-1 drubbing of Mohammedan 
two months earlier in the Federation 
Cup. But despite splitting the rival 
defence almost at will, they failed to 
break the deadlock. 

Farhad and Ibrahim comple-
mented each other with nice passes 
but the striking pair wasted three 
sitters in as many minutes. Farhad, 
who placed a centre by Ibrahim wide 
from handshaking distance in the 
12th minute, saw his scorching 

volley from 30 yards sail inches over 
the crossbar. In between, an 
unmarked Ibrahim mishit the ball 
from six yards with only goalkeeper 
Biplab to beat after Farhad had set 
him up.

Farhad then pushed a weak shot 
straight to Biplab from close. Shortly 
after, Hassan cleared the diminutive 
forward's low cross from the 
goalmouth.

After the half-hour burst, the tired 
Abahani midfield lost the tempo and 
Mohammedan -- who came into the 
game on the back of three consecu-
tive wins including a 1-0 defeat of 
Muktijoddha  took the lead against 
run of play in the 34th minute. 

Like in the previous three 
matches when defensive errors saw 
them concede goals, Abahani again 
let one in. Midfielder Zahed mis-
timed a clearance and Moha-

mmedan medio Rony intercepted 
the ball and immediately released it 
to Donald whose powerful low drive 
from 20 yards took a wicked deflec-
tion off Rony giving no chance to 
custodian Nizam.

Mohammedan, who had suf-
fered a setback when a struggling 
Matiur Munna had to be substituted 
after only 23 minutes, did not let that 
affect them and captain Alfaz in 
dazzling form, put the inexperi-
enced Abahani defence to test. The 
veteran striker set Rony free in the 
40th minute but Nizam's spectacu-
lar save from a one on one situation 
kept Abahani in the game. Abahani 
almost conceded a suicidal goal in 
the next minute but they were 
relieved to see Alfaz's placing shot 
going wide after a deflection off 
rightback Obaidur.
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Arch rivals' exciting stalemate

AFP, Athens

Jamaica's Asafa Powell broke the 
100 metres world record here on 
Tuesday running 9.77 seconds. 

The 22-year-old's mark eclipses 
the old time of 9.78sec set by Tim 
Montgomery in Paris in September 
2002. 

Powell, who failed to live up to his 
reputation in the Olympics last year 
finishing fifth in the final, blew away 
from the blocks and was never 
threatened as he finished metres 
ahead of his closest rival. 

Ironically, the same meeting 

produced a world record in the same 
event in June 16, 1999 when 
Maurice Greene set the mark with a 
time of 9.79. 

Powell - who broke the record in 
front of a sparse crowd at the cav-
ernous Olympic stadium - had set 
his sights on the world mark after a 
world season best of 9.84sec last 
month. 

"I am very happy that in my 
second appearance here in Greece 
I achieved this performance. It is 
amazing that after Greene, I also 
achieved a world record in this 
stadium," he said. 

He said he knew he could break 
the record. 

"If you ask what I can do more
SEE PAGE 13 COL 2

Powell sets 100m 
new world mark

Refreshingl
y
fanatic
SPORTS REPORTER 

Diehard supporters gathering in 
numbers around team buses after 
an Abahani-Mohammedan football 
clash is not a common scene these 
days. But after a long time, domestic 
football witnessed a rush of fans 
who showed both anger and eupho-
ria after Wednesday's Premier 
League match between the peren-
nial foes.

The traditional rivalry had des-
perately lacked the enthusiasm of 
old times during the last three years 
with fans becoming increasingly 
apathetic. But many were pleased 
to get a flavour of the good old days 
at the Bangabandhu National 
Stadium in the giants' 1-1 draw.

Wednesday's turnout of nearly 
25,000 was not only the biggest in 
size this season but the loyal sup-
porters also lived up to their image 
with their action during and after the 
match. It also proved that the pas-
sion still lives despite the once most 
popular game playing second fiddle 
to cricket these days.

The Mohammedan supporters, 
whose wounds from the 5-1 defeat 
to Abahani in this year's Federation 
Cup has not healed yet, showed 
their anger towards goalkeeper 
Biplab for conceding the goal after 
the game by crowding around the 
players' exit. Long-time visitors to 
the stadium interpreted that reaction 
as a positive sign for football.  

"Without diehard supporters 
football means nothing. It is really 
exciting to see fans showing their 
disappointment in such a way. It was 
like this in football's hey days," 
commented an aged fan.

The picture was the same when 
Abahani players were getting out of 
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