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'Hwn aul]amad party. cadres were
Killed in "crossfire” between police
and their accomplices in separate
“incidents in Kushtia and Chuadanga
yes{mlay 4
: 0 Banglar Communist Party
¢ Mizanur Rahman
vas killed at Belgachhi
%ll!lagc in Alamdanga
uadanga, while out-
 Biplobi' Communist
cadre Abdul Latif was
zlabot village in Khoksa
shtia.
ua_dang'l. the police
BCP cadre Mizanur
house of Houshkhali
danga on Friday.
. police interrogalion,
ed in 12 cases including
purder admitted having
g‘Tan at different places

{ Alamdanga Police
fﬁﬂsct Khan wenlt 10
sk iiand Kedarnagar at
i .m't,mpm and recovered one
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Dhaka Nov 12-13

Paklstan announces dates; Morshed Khan says
all members have agreed to take part

AFP, slamabad

The twice-postponed 13th summit
of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc) will be
held in Dhaka on November 12-13;
Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz announced in Islamabad yes-
terday.

Pakistan, the current chair of the
seven-nation regional body, issued
the new dates after consultation
with the host Bangladesh and other
member states.

The summit had originally been
slated for January 9-11 but was can-
celled after the December 26tsunami

disaster that battered Asian shores.
Thetsunamidevastated coastal areas
of three Saarc countries -~ Sti Lanka,
Indiaand the Maldives.

The summit was rescheduled for
February 6-7 but was postponed
again at the last minute after India
pulled out citing concerns about the
securitysituationinthe region.

Aziz. said the summit will be
preceded by meetings of the stand-
ing committee and the council of
ministers from November 9-11, "We
believe that regional cooperation is
an important vehicle .for faster
economic growth and' develop-
ment," hetoldreporters,

The Saarc, which groups
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, was founded in 1985 to forge
economic solidarity and boost
standards of living among the
region's 1.4 billion people.

* The grouping has few achieve-
ments to show mainly due to ten-
sions between its two largest mem-
bers, India and Pakistan.

UNE adds: Foreign Minister M
Morshed Khan yesterday said all the
sevenimember states have agreed to
participate in the November 12-13
summit,
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Saarc summit in

Police seek
approval to
quiz Bidisha
at hospital

CoURT CORRESPONDENT

! Investigation officer (10) of the theft

case filed against Bidisha, estranged
wife of former president HM Ershad,
on Friday petitioned a court for
allowing him to interrogate hcr at
hospital.

Officer-in-Charge (0OC) of
Gulshan Police Station Kazi Nure
Alam, who is also the 10 of the case,
filed the petition with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court,Dhaka.,

Bidisha, now under treatment at
the prison cell of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
Hospital, was taken on a three-day
remand on June 5. The 10 in the
petition said she gave important
information during interrogation
while on remand. But she needs to
be quizzed further and intensively,
headded,

The defence opposed the move
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E&oplefasb‘inated by the proposed tax-cuton cellphone setsin the budgal for FY 2005-06 crowd Eastern Plaza shop-

r!ngtenl%inihe capital yesterday.
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STAFE CQRRESPONDENT

Three Supreme Court lawyers yes-
terday challenged the legality of
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
MA Aziz's holding office alongside
thatof Appellate Division judge.

Advocates Ruhul Quddus, Abdul
Mannan Khan and Nazneen Nahar
Dipu filed a writ petiion with the
1ligh Court asking for an explana-
tion as to under what authority
Justice Aziz claims to simultas
neously hold the office of an
Appellate Division judge as well as
the office ofthe CEC,

C:EC'S holding two
offices challenged

The CEC, law secretary, Supreme
Court registrar and the Election
Commission have been made
respondents to the petition.

A High Court division bench
partly heard the petition yesterday
and ordered the pelitioners Lo
gather from the Supreme Court
registrar whether Aziz is still holding
the office of an Appellate Division
judge. The court also directed them
to inform it of the findings when it
resimes hearing Saturday,

The petitioners submitted that
MA Aziz violated the terms of the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

STAFEH CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh, which has extended
strong support for Japan's perma-
fent membership in the United
Nations Security Council' (UNSC),
will work as a facilitator, but noLasa
co- sponsor of Japan, in ils move (o
place! f draft resolution for a UN
reformation.

the. UN, has strongly supported
Japan's candidature as a permanent
memberinthe UNSCandthere is no
change in thalt position, visiting
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Bangladesh, being a facilitator in

SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP
Japanese minister hails
Dhaka's strong support

Ichiro Aisawa

SECOND EDITION
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City. markets are’ flooded with
‘adulterated and contaminated
food items, cheating consumers
and exposing them to grave
* health risks, while the govemn-
ment, hindered by weaklaws and
staff shortages, is nearly. power-
less tocheckit.
A recent investigation by The
Daily Star has found that [ood is

Ell‘

Watchdog lzmps wzth wei’
laws, stafff shortage

no longer what it seems. Several
weeks of investigation and doz-
ens of spot inspections have
revealed that, largely unknown to
the public, wholesalers: and
retailers mix various substandard
and artificial chemicals some-
times even deadly poisons - in
food items to make them look
more atiractive. Hardly anything
available in the market - from life
saving medicine o fine quality

Foods prepared with substandard items and in unhygienic conditions pose serious nsks ior pghlic haalth.
The photo taken yesterday shows the inside of a bakeryin the capital.

§ TRANSCOM

rice, colorful ]]UIHJ wepetables,
fruits and big fish, jatns, jelly, ice-
cream, and sweetmgat - remains
uncontaminated bx'..lhls cv.{i
alchemy; 8

The Daily Star hus a‘lso fo
through interviews with s )
government agencies, that a
teration flourishes because 6
widespread breakds
government regulatoryisyst i,
SEE PAGE!

Budget posture to fuel
inflation further =

BEA fears

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Economic Association
(BEA) yesterday feared that
increased bank borrowing and
expenditure in the unproductive
arcas in the proposed budget will’
push inflation up to double digit
nextyear.

The proposed budget will pro-
mote corruption as the continued
provision for whitenipg black
money will basically serve the inter-
ests of the corrupt people, the asso-
ciation said at a post-budget press
briefingat the National Press Club.

Criticising the finance minister,
BEA President Kazi Kholiquzzaman
said the finance minister back-
tracked from his earlier position and
could notkeep some of the commit-
ments he had made in several pre-.

budget meetings due to pressures

frompoliticians and businessmen.
5

"Inflation in March [this year]
was 6.18 percent according to gov-
ernment statistics and it showed an
upward trend in the following
months,” he told the briefing, add-
ing that the actual inflation rate,
however, is higher as prices of essen-
tials are ontherise.

Expenditure in the unproductive
areas has been increased in the
proposed budget and the govern-
ment will have to borrow more
money, from banks to meet this
increased expenditure, which will
definitely push inflation up further,
he cautioned.

Everybody is worried about the
present inflationary trend and it was
hoped that some meastires would
be taken to contain the inflation but
it is absent in the proposed budget,
heexplained.

The finance minister has allo-
cated more money for the union and

ke

village levelsin the prgposed!m@g
as it can be used fcﬂ' pﬂ]fﬂﬂl -

poses, butthere arg
strengthening th
bodies, the BEA pres

Corruption, bii . defd
politicisation and Neépo
created an 1larmlrg.1's:tuaho 14!
society, he said, u’iepﬁl’gmg
tion as the main: rda&ma f
poverty n.ducllun ﬂn]d
growth.

Curbing Corrpts
challenge for the'fia
seriously damaged &ie
country abroad, Kholig
said, adding that il‘*is'mec
take harsh mmsures-f
thisissueinstead of ehcou

"We think that tim 0N
gave sulhcucm«chpesfm hitening
black money jand! it should not
wnunuennymureg'rhe mmnlained
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