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Attorney general
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(AG) AJ Mohammad Ali refused to
authorise the meeting.

The rift developed in the council that
represents 28,000 lawyers across the
country, against the backdrop of the
lawyers' continuous agitation for removal
of controversial Additional High Court
Judge Faisal Mahmud Faizee.

The agitation has already faced
opposition from the government law
officers and pro-government lawyers.
Even the speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad and the law minister have
taken stance against the agitating
lawyers.

Bar Council Vice-chairman
Rokanuddin Mahmud on May 25 sent
a notice to the government-appointed
AG stating that they wanted to hold as
emergency meeting to discuss "rule of
law and freedom of legal profession."

The AG, as the chairman of the
council, was expected to sign the
notice as per the council's tradition.
But he declined to sign itand wanted to
discuss the meeting's agenda with
Rokan. On May 26, he had discussion
with Rokan.

On May 28, the council sent a fresh
notice, changing the meeting agenda
to "rights of lawyers, privileges and
interests." But the AG again declined
tosignit.

Then seven elected members of the
council in a joint letter to the AG
requested him to immediately convene
a requisition meeting, as he (AG) had
expressed unwillingness to discuss the
issues inan emergency meeting.

"Otherwise we shall be forced to
convene the requisition meeting to
discuss rule of law and freedom of
legal profession, and rights, privileges
and interest of lawyers," said the letter
signed by Rokanuddin, Yusuf Hossain
Humayun, Sahara Khaturn, ZI Khan

Panna, Parimal Chandra Guha,
Sardar Md Suruzzaman and
Mahbubey Alam.

The AG the next day replied
through a note: The discussion on rule
of law and freedom of legal profession
[agenda no 1] does not come within
the scope of article 10 of the Bar
Council Order, 1972. The agenda no 2
[rights, privileges and interest of
lawyers] is a mere camouflage to
discussagendano 1.

"(The) Requisition notice having
neither spelt out the emergency nor

the necessity for convening such a
meeting. | don't think that the notice for
calling a requisition meeting is within
the purview of Bar Council Order,
1972," he added.

Receiving the note, the council
members started preparing for the
requisition meeting. "We expect to
hold this meeting within 15th of this
month," said ZI Khan Panna, the
council's human rights and legal aid
committee chairman.

Asked, Attorney General
Mohammad Ali last night told The Daily
Star, "The subject which the members
wanted to discuss does not fall under
the purview of Bar Council's functions.
So there is no question to endorse the
meeting."

Council members said the govern-
ment often creates pressure on the
council using the position of AG.
However, it is a tradition that if the AG
disagrees with any meeting agenda,
he refrains from attending the meeting
orkeeps silence at the meeting.

For instance, the immediately past
AG Hassan Ariff had refrained from
attending the Bar Council meeting in
April in which the council had
cancelled the certificate of enroliment
of judge Faizee on charge of furnishing
false information.

Ariff's silence, however, angered
the government. He finally resigned in
late April and was replaced by AJ
Mohammad Alion May 1.

But the newly appointed AG
engaged in loggerheads with the Bar
Council members by opposing a pre-
scheduled extended meeting of all
presidents and secretaries of district
bar associations which discussed the
issue of Faizee among other issues.

He refrained from joining the May
13 meeting after giving a note: "...This
notice [of the extended meeting]
issued under the signature of the vice
chairman is not backed by any provi-
sions of the Bar Council Order, 1972."

The pro-government lawyers who
were informed about the AG's note
created chaos in the meeting which
was adjourned halfway.

The 14-member Bar Council body
was elected last year for a three-year
term. Twelve of the members were
elected from the opposition-backed
panel and only two from the ruling BNP
panel.

JCD bolsters DU seize
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anonymity.

"We have been asked to drive out
the Chhatra League men wherever they
are found," said another leader of
Suryasen Hall, adding they have split
into small groups and been patrolling
Shahbagh and areas close by.

"It is not necessary to come on the
campus, carry on the job (fending off
the BCL men)," a top DU unit leader
was directing the hall unit leaders and
activists put on duty at different entry
points, when The Daily Star reached
him on his cell phone.

BCL MEN CHASED

The JCD's Mohsin Hall unit chased
down a group of around 30 BCL men
led by its President Liagat Sikder, who
converged on the Tin Netar Mazar
(The shrine for three national leaders)
premises at about 7:00am. They
opposition-backed activists tried to
take out a procession only to be driven
out of the campus area. BCL sources
said at least two of their leaders were
injured in the incident.

The JCD men, however, alleged
that the BCL activists were brandish-
ing "pistols" during the chase, a claim
the BCL president dismissed as "false
and fabricated".

JCD GUARD

The JCD high-ups rescheduled the
duties of the hall units for the vigil on
the DU entry points. Each team was
allocated a minimum of Tk 1,000 for
the job, according to campus sources.

The JCD men of Suryasen Hall
guarded Shahbagh areas,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall the main gate of
Suhrawardi Udyan, Ziaur Rahman
Hall the Bangla Academy vicinity, Haji
Mohammed Mohsin Hall the Doel
Chattar, Jasimuddin Hall Madhu's
Canteen, Fazlul Haque Hall Curzon
Hall, Shahidullah Hall Science Annex
and Shaheed Minar areas, Ekushey
Hall Chankhar Pool, Jagannath Hall
Buet gate, Salimullah Hall Palashi,
and Sir AF Rahman and Sergeant
Jahurul Haque Hall Nilkhet.

NO INITIATIVES

University authorities have taken no
initiatives to defuse the tension at the
country's premier university. When
asked, Vice-chancellor (VC) Prof SMA
Faiz told The Daily Star that he has
spoken to the BCL president and
would have a word with the JCD
president to arrange a meeting tomor-
row.

"I have asked the pro-VC, the
treasurer and the proctor to take
initiatives." He, however, said they
would sit with the leaders of the two
organisations only if there is an envi-
ronment for dialogue. "l have also
asked the provosts to take measurers
to ensure co-existence of all student
organisation leaders and activists,"
VC Faiz said.

NO SHIFTIN STANCE

Both the JCD and the BCL have not
budged from their " no-talks-with-
each-other" position and continue to
blame each other for the escalating
campus violence that has left more
than 200 wounded in last six days.

JCD President Azizul Baree Helal
said, "The students would not withdraw
the campus cordon if the BCL does not
apologies to them." He ruled out sitting
with the BCL for restoring normalcy on
the campus and said the BCL blasted a
bomb on the campus on Tuesday to
upset the peaceful atmosphere.

BCL General Secretary Nazrul
Islam Babu also said they would not sit
across the table with the JCD. Babu
said they would force the authorities to
take measurers to ensure co-existence
of the rival student activists at the
residential halls and bring back nor-
malcy.

However, Babu and the JCD's
Senior Vice President Sultan
Salauddin Tuku believe that the
ongoing spate of campus violence has
greatly damaged the image of student
politics and that the general people are
losing confidence in the student
leaders. They were against a repeat of
the violent incidents, including the
bomb explosion, to keep student
politics on its track.

CASESFILED

The BCL filed three criminal cases with
the Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka against four teach-
ers of the Institute of Fine Arts, one
researcher of Bangla Academy and 47
JCD leaders including DU unit
President Hasan Mamun and General

Secretary Saiful Islam Firoz on
charges of unleashing violence on the
campus.

The four teachers who stand
accused are Ishrafil Pramanik Ratan,
Azharul Islam Sheikh Chanchal,
Debasish Pal and Abu Abedin
Mohammad Kawsar Hasan Togor.

Metropolitan Magistrate Syed
Mohammad Mozibul Haque ordered a
judicial inquiry into the incidents.

In the first case, BCL Organising
Secretary Zakir Hossain Maruf
accused 36 JCD leaders including
Mamun and Firoz; BCL Publicity
Secretary Abdul Alim accused 41 JCD
leaders including the four teachers in
the second; and in the third, the BCL's
DU unit Publicity Secretary Ashrafur
Rahman charged 14 JCD leaders and
activists.

COUNTER CASE

The JCD's DU unit General Secretary
Saiful Islam Firoz said they would file
cases against the BCL leaders and
activists on charges of blasting the
bomb, ransacking the proctor's office
and vandalising buses. Firoz termed
the BCL cases 'a farce', which are
meantto harass them.

PROBE BODY

The nine-member probe committee,
which has seen three members quit,
has yet to get down to its mandated
tasks even four days into its formation.
Its head and DU Treasurer Prof Syed
Rashidul Hasan said only one member
showed up for the scheduled meeting
yesterday although they are to submit
areportby June 5.

"I waited about one and a half
hours today, but only one member
came at the meeting," he said, adding
that they would sit on June 4 to decide
on the probe procedure.

ASSAULTS DECRIED

As many as 315 teachers of the univer-
sity in a statement condemned
Saturday's police attack inside the
Institute of Fine Arts and Sunday's
mauling of the agitating students by
the JCD.

They also condemned Tuesday's
bomb blast and the subsequent
violence by the ruling BNP's student
wing that left over 50 students
wounded.

The university authorities have
completely failed to bring the situation
under control due to their "biased
attitude," the teachers noted and called
for ensuring security for all.

Signatories to the statement
include Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique,
Prof RIA Aminur Rashid, Prof Tofail
Ahmed Chowdhury, Prof Mizanur
Rahman, Prof Muhammad
Akhtaruzzaman and Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury.

Tigers hope

FROM PAGE 20

The bad news is that England has
announced an unchanged side with
Steve Harmison raring to give 110 per
cent on his home ground. Besides,
England will also cheer the 100th Test
match of their left-handed batsman
Graham Thorpe.

For Bangladesh Rajin Saleh is set
to make a return after 16-year-old
Mushfiqur Rahim twisted his left-ankle
on Thursday morning and was
declared unavailable for the game.

The team management is also
likely to regain the services of experi-
enced paceman Tapash Baisya, who
passed a late fitness test. In that event
young Shahadat Hossain, who made
his debut at Lord's, will be dropped.

Shadat was most expensive
among the Bangladesh bowlers,
conceding 108 runs in his 12 overs.

This is the second time
Bangladesh is playing at this ground
after the 1999 World Cup match
against Australia. This is also the
second Test match here after
Zimbabwe played in June last year
and lostby aninnings and 69 runs.

Faruque Ahmed, who was a playing
member of that team and now the chief
selector, said that it would be tough for
his team to survive on this wicket.

"l have seen the wicket and it was
green compared to a graying turf when
we played here six years ago," said
Faruque.

He also said that there was some
moisture underneath it and the ball
would certainly do a bit.

The ground wore a grim look with
clouds hanging over it and the sun has
not shone for the last couple of days.

1.5km human
chain decries
deaths of
Sumon,
Ameer

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thousands formed a human chain
yesterday afternoon at Khilgaon
and Sabujbagh in the city protesting
the deaths of Awami Jubo League
leader Abul Kalam Azad Sumon in
Rab custody and three-wheeler
driver Ameer Hossain during the
May 21 hartal.

Locals from all walks of life and
leaders and workers of Awami
League and its front organisations
took to the streets at around 5:30pm
and stood hand in hand for an hour
in a 1.5 kilometre line stretching
from the south end of Khilgaon
flyover to the Mugda stadium.

"I've joined the demonstration
spontaneously to protest the killing
of Sumon, an innocent man, in Rab
custody," said Rafiqul Islam, who
has come from Mymensingh to visit
his brother at Sabujbagh.

He was standing beside some
demonstrators holding a banner,
which read 'We want justice for
Sumon's killing -- locals'.

Sumon was gunned down early
Tuesday during what Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) claimed was an
encounter between one of its crime-
busting team and a gang at the
Banasree Project in Rampura. But
witnesses and sources said the
crack police force arrested him in
Goran at 9:00pm on Monday and
killed him later in custody.

Sumon, whom the Rab branded as
a notorious criminal, was the acting
joint convenor of Dhaka City ward 25
unit of Jubo League, the youth front of
the main oppositionAL.

But no crime link of the slain
youth has been found. Sources said
Jubo League leader Sumon is not
the 'Goaliya Sumon' the Rab was
hunting. Three criminal cases are
pending against 'Goaliya Sumon
with Sabujbagh Police Station.

The demonstrators yesterday
also decried the killing of Ameer
Hossain, a CNG-run autorickshaw
driver, in a fiendish arson at
Khilgaon during the hartal hours on
May 21 last. He succumbed to his
severe burns four days later at
Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital on May 25.

"l think Ameer was the victim of a
macabre plot of the ruling BNP, as
no incident of torching vehicles has
ever been carried out by AL activists
at Khilgaon," said Abdul Kader
Sarder, an AL adherent from the
area, standing in the human chain.

After the incident on the same day,
aleader of pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Jubo
Dal filed a case with the local police
station, accusing eight local Jubo
League workers. But a number of
discrepancies surfaced later between
the plaintiff's statement and that of the
victim, Ameer Hossain.

The demonstrators yesterday
also condemned the government
and the police for barring AL
Organising Secretary and former
lawmaker of the area Saber
Hossain Chowdhury from taking
part in the Namaj-e-Janaza of the
cabdriver.

Series

FROM PAGE 20

41, deputy head of Irag's northeast-
ern Diyala provincial council since
January, and three of his body-
guards.

Hours later, two parked motorcy-
cles rigged with explosives deto-
nated near a coffee shop frequented
by policemen, killing five Iraqis,
wounding 13 and destroying several
shops in Mosul, police and hospital
officials said.

Gunmen firing randomly from
three speeding cars also killed nine
Iragis in a crowded market area in
Baghdad, a Defence Ministry official
said.

' : . '
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Mohammadya, 30, was a profes-
sional robber.

Sources said Double Mooring
police arrested Mohammad Ali at
Agrabad area on Wednesday night.
A gun loaded with five rounds of
bullet was recovered from him. He
was held for his alleged involvement
in looting Tk 30 lakh from Agrabad
branch of Islami Bank and Tk 24
lakh from a transport businessman.

Following his statement under
interrogation, a police team taking
him with them went to Latifpur area
to nab some other robbers at around
3:00am.

As the policemen reached
Udayan Residential Area of Latifpur,
Mohammad's accomplices opened
fire on them. Police returned fire that
escalated into a fierce gunbattle,
police said.

At one stage of the gunfight,
Mohammad trying to flee the police
van got shot, and died on the spot.
Two constables--Bellal and Abul
Basher--were also injured in the
shootout, the police source added.

Mohammad Ali, who hailed from
Double Mooring, was an accused in
six criminal cases. He was involved
in the sensational Chittagong cham-
ber robbery, said sources.

HAZARIKA

Hazarika, an 'arms dealer' and
activist of Islami Chhatra Shibir, the
student wing of ruling Jamaat-e-
Islami, was brought to Rab head-
quarters at Patenga immediately
after his arrest. On quizzing him for
three hours, Rab men in three
groups started for different areas of
the city and district to recover illegal
firearms. Hazarika was accompany-
ing one of those teams.

The raids were continuing till
filing this report at 7.45pm last night.

Sources said Hazarika stands
accused in at least five criminal
cases including one for a double
murder in 2003. He is a charge-
sheeted accused in the double
murder of AL leaders Faruk
Mahmud Siddiquee and Soleman
Khan. The four other cases were
filed for arms dealing.

Village potters go global
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have lived to see their village blos-
som into an unlikely success story.

Rafeli, an Italian national, may
not have realised he would help
launch a cultural revolution here. In
fact, initially it seemed like his com-
ing was a regrettable mistake. Rafeli
set up a tile factory in Narayanganj
in 2002, dreaming of producing
exportable tiles for Italy. But he soon
closed the factory down and
returned home, sad to discover the
quality of clay was not what he
hoped.

The real story, however, began
after Rafeli left. His dream remained
alive, pursued by Ruhul Amin, the
Bangladeshi manager of the short-
lived Narayanganj factory.
Undaunted and untiring, Amin kept
in constant contact with his Italian
friend, visiting various parts of the
country in search of quality clay for
exportable tiles. He finally struck
gold in Murarikati in 2003, finding
standard clay for high quality tile.
Soon he was back on the phone with
Rafeli, convincing him to return to
set up a factory at Kumar Para of
Murarikati village.

Their new tile venture, "Karra
Export-Import Private Company
Limited" first exported tiles to Italy in
2003. Demand has grown exponen-
tially since then and continues to
rise. As of March this year, at least
70 containers of tiles were shipped
to ltaly. The boom has spawned an
ever-growing cottage industry of
traditional pottery and tiles. Some
3,000 potters, encouraged by the
renaissance, have set up approxi-
mately 50 factories here. The
colourful tiles they produce are
exhibited at show rooms in Italy, and
eventually find their way to floors,
roofs and walls in homes throughout
Europe. Rafeli, meanwhile, man-
ages to visitalmost every year.

Many of the potters work collec-
tively in families, including husbands
and wives, sons and daughters. After
receiving orders from the ltalian
buyers, the lItalian company sends
orders to the Karra company. The
potters then set to work making the
tiles, painting them with waterproof
colours as per demands. The fin-
ished tiles are then taken by truck to
the Mongla port, where they are
packed in cartons and sent to Italy by
ship.

On a recent visit to Murarikati
Kumar Para, Jagabandhu Pal and
his wife Debala Pal were busy
making tiles in their own factory.
They explained that tile making is a
complicated process that involves
lifting the clay and then kneading it
with water to make paste. The tiles
are then fixed in a casting matrix,
before being dried in the sun and
baked.

Jagabandhu described that the
tile product boom has helped revive
a once dying way of life. "Some
families have migrated to India.
Some changed their profession. Ten
years ago, | also thought of becom-
ing a rickshaw puller. But eventually
| could not leave my ancestral
occupation like many of my commu-
nity. We are artisans. Art is in my

blood. It's not easy to leave it." Along
with the tiles, the potters also pro-
duce smaller numbers of traditional
products like pots, pitchers and
other utensils.

The potters say they owe their
rebirth to Rafeli and Ruhul Amin of
village Rahmatpur in Babuganj
upazila of Barisal district, who
worked relentlessly to facilitate the
export of tiles to European coun-
tries. "Thanks to a rise in the making
of exportable tiles and exporting to
European countries by an lItalian
national and a Bangladeshi who
inspired us, the making of tiles here
has reinvigorated our occupation..."
said Dulal Pal.

The newfound prosperity has
erased frustration and stagnancy for
many of the potters, particularly the
middle-aged ones best able to note
the difference. "Good days are back
again," said a giggling Jagabandhu
Pal, standing in front of his tile
factory in Murarikati Kumar Para.

As the demand for pottery and
tiles has flourished in Europe, so too
has the livelihood of the potters. "By
making exportable tiles, they are
now able to maintain their families
and are dreaming the dream of
living," said Swapan Pal of the area.
Debala Pal, Jagabandhu's wife,
agreed. "Our second daughter is
now going to school," she said,
recalling they could not send their
first son to school due to poverty in
the past. "Children from other fami-
lies also go to school now," she
added.

Today, potters in the village see
their success as a tale of inspiration,
the culmination of perseverance
and dedication to their craft. "We
have done it with our own merit and
labour. We required government
patronisation and soft loans so that
we can run our factory to make
exportable tiles as it bringing foreign
currency. Tile making with clay and
their export abroad employs thou-
sands of potters who were about to
give up their traditional profession,”
said Radha Rani Pal.

How to make tiles?
Different processes are there for
making tiles. The first step is clay
lifting. Then comes kneading clay
with water and then making tiles
in a fixed casting matrix. After
that, those are dried in the sun
and burnt in fire. Finally, they are
ready to be supplied as finished
products.

How the tiles are ported

and exported?

In Italy, the tiles are exhibited in
showrooms to lure potential
buyers. The buyers then place
orders with the Italian companies
who in turn send orders to the
Karra Company at Murarikati,
asking it to send tiles to Italy. The
company takes the tiles to the
Mongla Port by road. The tiles get
packed up there in cartons and
shipped to Italy. This way the clay
tiles made at Murarikati are used
in tiling floors, roofs and walls of
Italian mansions.

Dhaka loses ADB
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this is the first time Bangladesh has
lost the office, sources at Economic
Relations Division (ERD) said.

In line with the ADB constitution
and norms, India represents the
constituency comprising India,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Laos and
Tajikistan in the ADB board of direc-
tors, with Bangladesh acting as the
alternate representative. In this
pentangular group, Bangladesh is
the second largest stakeholder,
after India, while Bhutan the lowest,
ADB sources said.

"Our 12-member board of direc-
tors represents the 63 ADB member
countries. As a result, some direc-
tors represent several countries,"
said Hovland, explaining the bank's
organisational structure.

He said, "Each director also
appoints an alternate director. But
the arrangement for such an
appointment is an entirely internal
affair of the constituency members.
The ADB does not get involved in
these matters."

Besides the privilege to choose,
the ED also enjoys the power to
sack the AED at will, ADB sources
said.

It was the same ED Saikia who
appointed Saiful Islam as his alter-
nate after the BNP-led coalition had
come to office in 2001.

FROM CONFLICT TO EVICTION
Sources said the replacement is the
end result of a conflict between India
and Bangladesh inside the bank
that emerged during the tenure of
the last caretaker government. The
discord took a serious turn two
months ago, but Dhaka failed to
resolveit.

In late 2001, during the fag end of
the last caretaker government,
Saikia, who already had an Indian
adviser in the ADB, created the
position of a second adviser,
according to ERD sources. He
wanted to appoint another Indian in
that post. This prompted Dhaka to
write a letter to Saikia, objecting the
move and asking him to take an
adviser from Bangladesh instead.

"The language of that letter
offended the executive director,
especially since the matter is
entirely at his personal discretion,"
said an ERD source.

The difference of opinion, which
was apparently buried after the
2001 elections, with a new govern-
ment stepping in, resurfaced soon
after Islam's appointment as the
AED, sources said, with Saikia
raising a range of objections against
him.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman.

About two months back, Saikia
wrote a letter to Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman, who represents
Bangladesh in the ADB as one of its
governors, stating that he can no
longer keep Bangladesh in the

position of AED and is considering
other options.

ERD sources said this prompted
Saifur to write to the Indian finance
minister, his Indian counterpart in the
ADB, requesting him to stop such a
move, which he termed unthinkable,
as Bangladesh has been holding the
office for over 30 years.

But there was no response from
New Delhi to Saifur's request and
Saikia went ahead with moving
Bangladesh out of the office.

"If India did not like Saiful Islam,
all it had to do was to ask
Bangladesh to send a replacement.
What it has done instead is unthink-
able. Although he has the power, the
ADB executive director does not
hire and fire people like this as a
norm," quipped a source close to
ADB.

Established in 1966, the Manila-
based ADB has 23 offices around
the world with more than 2,000
employees drawn from over 50
countries.

Among the 45 ADB members
from the Asia and the Pacific, India
is the third largest shareholder,
Bangladesh the 13th, Tajikistan
22nd, Lao 30th and Bhutan 33rd.
REACTION OF ISLAM
In a written farewell speech on
Wednesday, Islam told the ADB
board, "It is a universally honoured
general principle that the constitu-
encies would be run on democratic
norms which in essence means that
important decisions would be taken
on the basis of adequate mutual
consultation among the constituent
member countries. Usually this is
how things are run but what if a
major shareholder ignores the
established norm and imposes its
unilateral decision? And that too on
a vital matter like changing a 30-
year arrangement of representation
on the Board of Directors?
Apparently, there is nothing in the
rules that can prevent recurrence of
such incidents. It is high time that
the Board of Directors and the
Management gave a hard look to
these matters."

He censured the bank's organi-
sational framework and its 'appar-
ent' abuse by the Indian ED, saying,
"Harmonisation should not be
viewed only in the context of legal
provisions and procedural similarity
with our comparators. It also needs
to be internalised. It is rather difficult
to rationalise the present formation
of constituencies represented in the
Board of Directors. There is wide
divergence in the number of constit-
uent countries in a group and inter-
constituency voting power and a
lack of geographical contiguity. An
analysis reveals that among the
multi-country constituencies voting
power variation is as high as nearly
50%. This has resulted in some
distortion in the matter of represen-
tation."

Spectrum
collapse

victims' families
get .
compensation

UNB, Dhaka

The families of 16 more garment
workers, who were killed in the nine-
storied Spectrum Sweater Factql_rﬁ

collapse in Savar, received
79,000 each as compensation
yesterday.

State Minister for Labour and
Employment Aman Ullah Aman
distributed the cheques at a function
at the BGMEA conference room in
the morning.

With this, families of 40 victims
have so far received compensation.
Family members of 24 other victims
received compensation in the first
phase on May 3.

BGMEA President Annisul
Haque chaired the function where
President of Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Kutub
Uddin Ahmed was present'as spe-
cial guest.

~Speaking on the occasion, the
minister assured the BGMEA lead-
ers to actively consider their pro-

posal for d_evelopin% a 'garment
village' outside the city corporation
area.

The function was also
addressed, among others, by
Chairman of the BGMEA Standin
Committee on Safety Measures Ali
Azim Khan, Vice-President Md
Shahidul Islam, directors SM
Mannan, Jalal Uddin Ahmed,
Mesbah Uddin Ali and Golam
Sarwar Milon.

870 acres
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"The situation is very complex and
we are yet to take decision on how to
recover those lands. We will discuss
it again," Committee Chairman
Mahbubur Rahman told reporters
after the meeting.

"We discussed a proposition to open
negotiations with the current dwellers
who have built houses on the lands," the
committee chairmanadded.

A meeting source quoting a
senior army official said that the
army headquarters once took steps
to build shopping complexes on the
lands on condition that 40 percent of
those would be allocated among the
grabbers. "But we could not press
ahead with the plan as the govern-
ment land cannot be bartered," he
added.

Committee member and ruling
BNP lawmaker Quamrul Islam told
the meeting that over 40 thousand
registered voters live on the
grabbed land of Dhaka cantonment.
"The local lawmaker does not dare
to oust those people for fear of
losing votes," the meeting source
said quoting the former army official.

Besides, several cases are still
pending over the ownership of the
lands.

Due to shortage of time, the
parliamentary body yesterday could
not discuss the other military lands
that have been appropriated by the
encroachers in northern and east-
erncircles.

The parliamentary standing
committee on defence ministry at
yesterday's meeting expressed
deep shock at the deaths of Lt Gen
Jagijit Singh Aurora, commander of
the joint forces during the Liberation
War of 1971, and Nur Mohammad, a
member of Bangladesh Armed
Forces, killed in Congo.

It offered its sympathy for the
bereaved family members of the both.

AL demands
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government system.

AL lawmaker Col (retd) Shawkat
Ali at the meeting of the committee
also demanded a discussion on the
activities of the AFD.

In support of his demand, he said
instead of the AFD the defence minis-
try should carry out all the coordination
of the armed forces. "There is not a
single instance in the world where
such a division coordinates the armed
forces, overstepping the defence
ministry," he argued.

Committee Chairman and former
army chief Mahbubur Rahman
contradicted Shawkat Ali's demand,
saying that the existence of the AFD
is a reality. He, however, assured the
opposition lawmaker to discuss the
activities of the AFD in the future.

Talking to The Daily Star after the
meeting, Shawkat Ali said such a
body to coordinate the defence
forces was formed by the military
ruler, but "a democratic government
system does not need such a body,
which often creates problem in the
defence forces."

"Also, the government expendi-
ture will be reduced if the Armed
Forces Division is dissolved," he
opined.

He said a body named "chief of
defence staff" was first formed to
coordinate the defence forces during
military rule after 1975. It was later
dissolved and the "joint chief of
secretariat” was formed. In 1978, the
military ruler dissolved this body too,
and formed the "supreme command
head quarters".

The BNP government in 1991
dissolved the previous body and
formed the AFD, presently a division
under the prime minister's office.

Charges
pressed
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January 16 and recovered a huge
cache of explosive materials.

Police arrested Shafiqullah and
Joynal's wife but Joynal managed to
escape.

In a confessional statement to a
magistrate, Shafiqullah admitted his
Jamatul Mug'ahedin connections and
involvement in the bomb attack at a
prczjgramme in Lakshmikola village
under Shahjahanpur upazila.

Shafiqullah also named Galib and
Abdur Rahman as his leaders.

Earlier, police submitted a
charge-sheet in the court accusing
Galib and Abdur Rahman for their
involvement in the bomb attack at
Lakshmikola village. The case is now
under the special tribunal.

As soon as the magistrate accepts
yesterday's charge-sheet, this case will
also be sentto the special tribunal.

Ansar commander
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residence when a gang of around
five youths sprayed him with bullets
at8:00am, said his family members.

Witnesses said the killers fled from
the spot after confirming Insaf's death.

Locals rushed Insaf to the Sikder
Medical College Hospital where the
doctors declared him dead on arrival.

Police sent the body to the Mitford
Hospital for autopsy. Hospital
sources said Insaf received at least
10 bullets in the body.

Anisur Rahman, an ansar mem-
ber of Ali's regiment, told reporters
Insaf was also a police informant and
president of the local Baitul Aman
Jam-e Masjid.

Insaf's family members were
clueless about the reason behind the
killing. But Anis said unknown men,
calling his cell phone, had been
threatening to kill him.

Locals staged a demonstration in
protest against the killing, and tense
situation was prevailing in the area.
Additional police forces were
deployed in the area.

The Hazaribagh police could not
arrest anyone in this connection and
no case was filed as of 7:00pm last
evening.

Meanwhile, Siraj Miah, 28, a
shop-owner at Tekpara in Badda and
a resident of the Middle-Badda area,
was returning home with his wife,
Kalpana, and son, Azizu, from the
Wonderland Amusement Park in
Gulshan by rickshaw when two
muggers on a motorbike barred his
way at 3:30pm.

As the muggers tried to snatch

Satkhira bigots
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yesterday alleged that the officer-in-
charge of Shyamnagar Police Station
arrested Ramjan Nagar UP Member
SuratAliGazionMay 31in‘afalse case'.

He accused the local police
officials of conniving with the
Ahmadiyyas to weaken the ongoing
anti-Ahmadiyya campaign. He said
Khatme Nabuwat will teach those,
who are hatching conspiracy against
the outfit, a good lesson.

Nurani demanded the authorities
immediately withdraw the case filed
against Shyamnagar IKNMB leader
SuratAli.

Police arrested Surat Ali for
assaulting an Ahmadiyya on Sunday
night. Khatme Nabuwat brought out
processions at the upazila headquar-
ters on May 31. Besides, they staged
a sit-in in front of the Deputy
Commissioner's Office.

gold ornaments from his wife, Siraj
captured one of them and cried out
for help. Another mugger shot him
and fled the scene, snatching the
ornaments.

Siraj was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where doctors
stated his condition to be critical.

Meanwhile, the Dhanmondi
police recovered the body of a per-
son aged around 30 from the
Dhanmondi Lake near the Tagwa
Mosque at 7:00am.

Police said the body was badly
deformed as killers had dumped it
several days ago.

Fake Tk 500
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Six days ago another fake note of Tk
100 denomination was found at the
same ATM booth.

Bank officials at the branch admit-
ted that the 500-taka bill, with serial
number Ba-7943153, was counter-
feit but refused to change it when the
unhappy client, Abdul Mannan
Hawlader, went to return it.

A supervisor of the Agro-based
Technology Development Project of the
USAID, Hawlader withdrew the cash
fromthe ATM at 12:30pm and wentto the
British consulate in the same city area to
pay visa processingfees.

"As | deposited the money to the
Brac Bank branch adjacent to the
consulate, an official separated a
note from the bunch and said it was
forged," Hawlader told The Daily Star
last night.

He then took the bill back to the
American Express Bank branch and
handed it over to a senior officer
named Mizan. "Checking the bill, he
admitted its forgery but said they
have nothing to do about it, since
they draw money from the
Bangladesh Bank," said the
aggrieved client.

"l asked him to change the note but
he refused. He said he could have
changed it if | had returned it immedi-
ately after withdrawing the cash,"
Howlader went on, exclaiming, "But
how could | know if the note was
forged or not? It seemed okay to me.
The thread and the watermark were
there, and the design also looked
genuine. No ordinary man but an
expert could recognise it as a fake bill."

On May 26 last, Abul Hossain, a
director of the same USAID project,
found another counterfeit note of Tk
100 when he withdrew some cash
from the same ATM.

10 die from
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According to the meteorological
office, temperature in Dhaka
reached 36.6 degrees Celsius
yesterday while the highest temper-
ature was recorded in Chuadanga
at43 degrees Celsius.

In Sirajganj, boiler workers
Maleka, 25, of Khokshabari village,
and Suraiya, 20, of Banditashgati
village, fell seriously ill while at work
yesterday. They were rushed to
sadar hospital, where they died at
noon.

In Gaibandha, day-labourers
Mofizal, 78, and Khaibor, 70, of
Bhabanpara village in Sadar upazila
fainted and died at sadar hospital
yesterday.

In Mymensingh, where the
temperature sore up to 34 degrees
Celsius, rickshaw-puller Ibrahim,
30, of Shurerpur in Fulbaria upazila,
suddenly collapsed and died
instantly at the railway station
square atabout 3:30pm yesterday.

Earlier, Anwar Hossain, 65, of
Ullapara upazila, Sobhan, 70, of
Solanga upazila, and a woman
aged about 70 of Tarash upazila,
admitted in hospital after they fell
sick, died Wednesday night in
Sirajgan;.

Babul Das, 57, and Gafur, 87, of
Companypara village in Sadar
upazila died on Wednesday in
Gaibandha, where seventeen
people, mostly old men and chil-
dren, were admitted to hospital.

Meanwhile, many public and
private hospitals in the capital were
found crowded with patients suffer-
ing from dehydration and diarrhoea.
Admissions of patients at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital and
Dhaka Shishu Hospital were high-
estduring the day yesterday.

The nation-wide diarrhoea
patients' tally in the last one week
stood at 15,993, including admis-

heat stroke

sion of 1,919 people yesterday
alone, with the death of six people.

In the wake of the heat wave, the
government deployed 47 medical
teams and five temporary medical
camps for the benefit of the patients
in most of the remotest areas of the
country.

SingTel buys
45pc
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million for a 45 percent equity stake
in PBTL, SingTel said in a state-
ment.

Of this investment, $90 million
will be for a subscription of new
shares, itadded.

The investment comprises both
new and existing shares of PBTL.
The blended pre-investment equity
valuation of PBTL is $206 million.

As of December 31 last year, the
audited net book value of PBTL's
shares acquired was about $15
million.

PBTL, a member of the Pacific
Group, operates a nation-wide
CDMA (code-division multiple
access) network in Bangladesh.

"SingTel believes that there will
be rapid telecommunications
growth in Bangladesh for years to
come, as has been experienced in
other regional markets which
SingTel has invested in," Lee Hsien
Yang, SingTel's President and CEO
said.

Faisal Morshed Khan said, "We
are proud to welcome SingTel, the
leading communications group in
Asia, as our strategic investor."

Earlier, Egyptian telecom giant
Orascom Telecom (OT) in
September last year bought Sheba
Telecom for $50 million in cash and
about $10 million in debts it has
repaid.

Mohiuddin takes oath
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Conference Centre.

Mohiuddin, who took oath as
mayor for the third term consecu-
tively, said the city government will
not be a parallel government but it
will be an effective local government
as inmany developed countries.

He however said the draft of the
city government that also demands
financial authority needs scrutiny
and discussion at various levels to
ensure its acceptability.

"It is not possible for a city corpo-
ration to deal with problems of
electricity, water supply, law and
order, transport, housing, tele-
phone, sewerage, road construc-
tion, environmental pollution and
public health as these are beyond a
city corporation's jurisdiction,"
Mohiuddin said.

"Coordination of at least 17
departments that provide these
services is necessary, and only a
city government can ensure this,"
the mayor said justifying his pro-
posal..

Replying a question, the mayor
said that during an exchange of
views after the oath-taking cere-
mony, the prime minister assured
him of all cooperation.

On his victory against the ruling
coalition-backed candidate in the
May 9 mayoral polls race,
Mohiuddin said people of the port
city accepted his 40-point election
pledge that includes the concept of
city government.

"We have proved in Chittagong
that development is possible with-
out increasing taxes and this pro-

cess will continue," he said.

In reply to a query, Mohiuddin,
also a frontline leader of the main
opposition Awami League (AL),
said, "Bangladesh can benefit
financially by allowing India to use
Chittagong port. | don't believe the
country (Bangladesh) will be sold
out if a neighbouring country uses
its sea port."

He also favoured local as well as
foreign investment for the develop-
ment of Chittagong port.

After the oath-taking ceremony,
the prime minister exchanged
greetings with Mohiuddin and
wished him success. She also
exchanged pleasantries with
Mohiuddin's wife.

Khaleda also exchanged greet-
ings with Sylhet City Corporation
Mayor Badruddin Ahmed Kamran
who was present on the occasion.

The ceremony was attended by
LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, State
Minister for LGRD Ziaul Huq Zia,
Fisheries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah Al Noman, Prime
Minister's Parliamentary Affairs
Advisor Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury, Dhaka Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps Mohammad
Shahta Zarab, Saudi Ambassador
in Dhaka Abdullah M Al-Obaid Al-
Namlah and newly elected CCC
ward commissioners.

Mohiuddin  met AL President
Sheikh Hasina at the party's
Dhanmondi office last night.
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