Alarming decline in fish fry production

Country's lone natural fish spawning and breeding centre in the river Halda is at stake

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD
Collection of fertilised eggs and
pmducum{ of fries have declined
at an alarming rate following the
illegal netting of broad fishes
(mother fishes) and conventional
hatching of spawn in the river
Halda, sourcessaid.

| The country's lone natural

~ spawning and breeding centre of
fishes in the river bordering
Hathazari and Raozan upazdas is
atstake,

‘Checking netting of broad
fishes and proper care can enable
the spawningand breeding centre
to eamn several crore taka only
from the sale of fries, experts said.
At the same time with a 90 per cent
survivability rate and proper
growth of the fries, the Halda can
earn over Tk 3000 crore every year,
theyadded.

During Baishakh and Jaishtha
(April and May) every year differ-
ent species of giant fishes like
Ruhi, Katla, Mrigel and Kaliboush
start migration from the river
Karnaphuili, the Matamuhuri and
the Sangu tﬂ the spawning centre
atHalda,

At a suitable juncture of dark
fortnight or full moon and in
congenial weather, particularly at
the first shower of the monsoon,
they start releasing fertilised eggs

(locally known as Swarna Renu -
gold sperm) at a 10:km stretch
from Sartterghat to Madunaghat
of Raozan upazila.

The spawns are released intwo
to three phases. Each phase con-
tinues for around 12 hours when
the spawning centre takes a fes-
tive look with hundreds of local
people in small boats collecting
theeggs.

The fertilised eggs are pre-
served in small holes dug at the
homesteads to hatch out within
four days. The four-day fries are
sold at Tk 12,000 to 14,000 per kg
to farmers coming from different
parts of the country. Aftersome 15
days one kg of four-day fries pro-
duces over 2 lakh finger-sized fries
to earn at least Tk 2 lakh, sources
said.

Prof Mohammad Ali Azadi, a
teacher of zoology department of
Chittagong University, said that a
middle sized major carp of 15kg
releases over 30 lakh fertilized
eggs, With even 30 per cent sur-
vival rate at each level, these eggs
can produce one kg of four-day
fries and bring forth 2 lakh finger-
sized fries to earn atleast Tk 2 lakh.

Prof Azadi, who has studied on
spawning and breeding of mild
walter fishes at the Halda for the
last two decades, said that spawn
collection from the Halda began

e

Local people collect fertilised eggs of majur carps with porous clothe at ihe Halda river, the country's lone fish spawning and breeding centre. _

in 1945. At that time around
65,000 kgs of spawns were col-
lected on anaverage every year.

Prof Azadi said the highest
quantity of 1.23 lakh kgs of ferti-
lised eggs were collected from
Halda in 1946. It produced 4,111
kgs of four-day fries. Atthe present
rate of Tk 14,000, 4111 Kgs of fries
alone could have earned Tk 6
crore;

Sources in the District
Fisheries Office (DFO) said in the
fifties Halda provided around 70
percent fries of major carps. The
Padma, Jamunaand Brahmaputra
provided the remaining 30 per-
cenl.

The fertilized eggs collected
from the Halda were as follows
33,750 kgs in 1997, 14,547 kgs in
1998, 65,820 kgs in 1999, 75,000
kgs in 2000 and 22,922 kgs in 2001,
official statistics says.

Over 3,000 people in 700 small
boats collected 25,835 kgs of
fertilised spawns and had 598.68
kgs of four-day fries in 2002,

In 2003, only 217 kg spawns
were collected while the major
carps released unfertilised eggs
(sample eggs) in two phases to
produce only 4 kgs of spawns
(four-day fries).

This year, however, the collec-
tion marked a bit rise when major
carps released eggs in two phases

LG

onApril13andMay22.

But only some 40 per cent of
the eggs weighing some 7,000 kgs
(including water) could be col-
lected as the first phase of release
(April 13) took piace nnusun!]y
earlier.

These spawns were likely to
bring forth a few more than 100
kgs offour-dayfries, sources said.

Experts said conventional
hatching of spawns produces only
one bucket of four-day fries from
15 buckets of spawns while their
survivability rate is below 50 per~
cent.

Hatching ofthe spawns,in clea.r'
water of plastic or tiled' tanks
raises the rates of hatching and
survivability to 90 per cent and
proper preservation and manage-
ment of this natural spawhing and
breeding centre alone can flood
the country with fishes, theysaid.

Prof Azadi said declaring the
10km of the Halda from Satterghat
to Madunaghat as a fish sanctuary
was a must for increasing release
and collection of spawns.

Besides, there should be a ban
onfishingin the Halda aswell asin
the other related rivers -- the
Kamaphuli, the Sangu and the'
Matamuhuri -- from where the
broad fishes migrate before
breeding (late March to eariy]tﬂy},
hesaid.

Cry for water goes unheeded

mmﬁ!;]a long queue for water, defying scorching sun and the
stinky smell from adjoining latrines forhours atEnayet Bazar area.

SHAHIDUL ISLAM

The Goalpararesidentsin the port
city seem to be the most unfortu-
nate as far as supply of drinking
water from Water and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) is concerned.
Their sufferings know no bound
because the locality is mainly
dependent on two private pumps
instead of aWasa line for drinking
water.

About 60,000 people live in
Enayet Bazar ward under the
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC), Of them, 15,000 live at
Goalpara, including 8,000 dwell-
ers in Malipara and Tulatali slums,
Most of them belong to poor,
lower middle and middle classes,
Some railway staff quarters are
alsolocatedthere.

MA Malek, the three-time
elected' commissioner of the ward,
installed’ two pumps in 1996 on
Millat Club premises and
Kedarnath Colonyina bid to reduce
theacutewatercrisisatthe area.

People are seen each day
standing inlong queues at seven
points to collect their water sup-
plied from the two pumps. They
retrieve water twice for two houirs

inthe morning and in the evening,

)

free of cost.

Unbelievably, the Goalpara
residents had no soutce of water
supply at their doorsteps before
the ward commissioner's initia-
tive! They had to buy water from
railway quarters, which has lim-
ited supply lines from railway
authorities forits staffs.

The two pumps were not
enough to meet their daily
demand and they were badly
looking for a permanent solution
in this regard. But the Wasa
remained unmoved to all their
appeals.

Finally, Chittagong Wasa
responded positively in 1997 and
installed abig pump near the ward
commissioner's office.

The residents, however, alleged
that the water supply from theWasa
pumpiseraticand insufficient.

"1 can not remember the last
date when I got properly the Wasa
water," said garments worker
Rehana Begum, a resident of
Kedarnath Colony.

She said we need permanent
solution, not a temporary one like
the installation of pumps. "Con-
nection in each and every resi-
dence is the only answer to our
sufferings," she added.

Ward commissioner Malek
said, "I had to make repeated
appeals to the Wasa on behalf of
Goalpara people and spent lot of
money for connection: But they
installed only a big pump which is
notsufficientforthe area."

He said a process is underway:

to install three water tanks, each
with capacity of 500 gallons, at
slum areas under the auspices of
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCO).
"Hopefully, the installation will
be completed within two or three
days and the Goalpara people will
find another source of water,”
Malek said! He thanked Mayor
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury for
thewatertanks.

The drinking water crisis in the
country's second largest city has
also been acute for years. And the
demand for it is fast increasing
with the growth of population.
The authorities were found as
complete failure to meet even the
50 per cent of the total demand
yet.

The city, with around 40 lakh
population, requires over 10 crore
gallons of water daily. But
Chittagong Wasa can only supply
ameagre 3.5 crore gallons.

Stop pollution at

Foy's Lake

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Janoudyog and Save Chittagong staged
ademonsiration on the Chittagong Press
Club premises on Monday demanding
that the authorities stop the pollution of
Foy's Lake and take measurers against
those responsible for it.

Earlier, the environmental organisa-
tions formed ahuman chaln,

The human chaln was followed by a
civic rally. The speakers blamed Concord
Group for causing massive water and
noise pollution &t Foy's lake In the name
of developing atouristspot there.

Thepoliuted lake water,which is being
Stpplied to the rallway quartars, Is caus-
Ing diarrhoea to many people, they said,
Besides, the live concert at Foy's Lake
hampered normal Iffe of the animals in the
adjoining Chittagong zoo, they added.

Professor Md. Idris Al of Chittagong
College, Md. Ferdous Ahmad' of the
Institute of Environment and
Development, Professor Nazim Murad
of the Bangladesh College University
Teachers' Association, Chittagong
district, Tusher Kanti Basak, Jourmalist
Hasan Ferdous and Morshed Alam
spake at the rally. Jano Udyog Principal
Coordinator Sharif Chouhan presided.

Save Chittagong and Januudyng forms a human chain in fmnt of the
Chittagong Press Club, protesting poliution at Foy's Lake. ;
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