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'qui\fkﬂui, Indian Secretary of the External Affairs Ministry, speaks at aseminarat Bangladesh Enterprise Institute in the city yastarday Sitting from left are
‘SMT-P:I&slam Deo, former forelgn secretary Farook Sobhan and Indian High Commissioner Veena Sikri.

27 killed in 'crossfire'

last month

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

fﬁwi‘hll League President Sheikh
| Hasina yesterday protested the
' attack on seven student organisa-
- Xions, including Chhatra League,
_ allegedly by Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
\ Dal (JCD) on the Dhaka University
mmus.

1 ik statemanl Hasina said the
“ruling party's student wing wants to
8 the logical movement of
'h.u:!mts!hy using the power of

:ue assnultmg g{.ne:al
: dums, teachers and journalists
_on l'hc DU campus for the three
--Wnsecutwe days. The cadres of
‘the alliance government created
heinous incidents like repression
‘on female students in presence of
mﬂ\};&!ﬁt‘y higher authorities,” she
;mi e
She also demanded immediate
resig_:l;_aﬂon of DU vice-chancellor
and Proctor for failing to ensure
“seciitity of students and lcachers
‘and sheltering criminais.
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Twenty-seven people were killed
in 'crossfire’ with the Rapid
Action Battalion and police last
month, according to a report of
Bangladesh Bar Council.

Besides, 293 more people were
killed in different incidentsin the
country during the period, the
reportsaid.

Of the victims, seven people
were killed in political violence,
41 committed suicide and one
person was killed' in police cus-
tody.

The Bar Council prepared the
report on the basis of newspaper
Teports.

Eleven women and children
were killed after rape, 15 house-
wives killed over dowry and eight
others died following torture by
theirhusbands, the report said.

Besides, 50 women and' girls
fell victim to rape, 13 to domestic
violence and four to fatwa.

The report said 40 people were |
injured in bomb' altsrcks and 30

others in acid attacks. Also, 26
people were abducted during the
period.

Five journalists were injured in
attacks and four others received
threats, thereportadded.x

Bangladesh Nari Progati
Sangha, in its report, said 189
women and girls fell victim to
repression last month. Of them,
81 women and girls were Killed
and 42 raped.

In another survey, the
DemocracyWatch said two Union
Parishad chairmen were killed --
one of them dies in 'crossfire' --
during the period.

Cases were filed against five
UP chairmen and one UP mem-
ber for their alleged involvement
in murder, extortion, torture of
businessmen, cheating and
harassment of government offi-
cials,

An UP chairman was arrested
for throwing acid on a child while
another was sentenced to life
imprisonment in a murder case,
thereportsaid. = i
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Murder of
Comilla editor

condemned
BDNEWS, Dhaka

Leader of the opposition Sheikh
Hasina and a human rights organi-
sation condemned the murder of
Gelam Mahfuz, editor of Comilla-
based the daily Comilla
Muktakantha.

Hasina, also Awami League
president, in a statement blasted the
murder of Golam Mahfuz saying,
"During the tenure of BNP-Jamaat
coalition government, the repres-
sion and murder of journalists and
throttling the voice of newspapers
have crossed all limnits, The journal-
ists are insecure, let alone ordinary
people.”

She demanded the arrest and
exemplary punishment to the kill-
€I5.

Bangladesh Manobadhikar
Bastobayan Sangstha also con-
demned the murder of Golam
Mahfuzand demanded punishment
of the murderers. In a statement the
organisation observed that journal-
ism as a profession is becommg
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CONSTRUCTION OF
PADMA BRIDGE

JICA submits
final report

UNB, Dhaka

Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) yesterday submitted its
final feasibility study report on con-
struction of the much-expected 6.1-
km-long Padma Bridge to the govem-
ment, projectingits positiveimpacts.

It will take primarily 54 months
to complete the construction work
of the bridge, involving Tk 7,500
crore as project cost, the feasibility
studyshows.

With railway attached to the
bridge, the cost will increase 13 per
cent.

JICA Resident Representative
Akio Ar formally handed over the
report to Communications Minister
Nazmul Hudaat the ministry.

"The proposed Padma Bridge
will bring about a revolutionary
change in Bangladesh's economy
and expansion of regional trade,"
JICAresident rcpresemaijvc Akio Ari
was quoted as saying duting sub-
mission ofthe report.

During the meeting with the JICA
team, Huda said the construction
work of the bridge will beginin 2007
if continuity of the governiment can.
bemaintained.

The meeting was appnsed that
various donor countries and inter-
national financiers, including
Japan, World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, DEID and JBIC,
have expressed their willingness to
fund the gigantic project.

Asix-memberadvisory council led
by JICA Study Team leader Minoru
Shibuya and a team of 26 experts
conducted the feasibility study,

64,000-line
Teletalk
network in Ctg

BDNEWS, Chittagong

Telephone and Telegraph (T&T)
Board of Chittagong has set up a
64,000 -line network for its Teletalk
mobile subscribers.

One engineer of the contracting
firm Huawei Company of China told
BDNEWS that more than 50 percent
of the work has already been comi-
pleted.

They added that 112 Base
Transceiver Stations (BTS) would be
getup inthe Chittagong region from
Teknafto Comilla.

At least 15 BTSs have already
beensctupinthe Chittagong city.

This network will not cover the
Chittagong Hill Tracts region, asT&T
has no plan :omupms ml.hu:hl!i {
dlslt‘il:l& 13
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50 injured in N'ganj clash _

BSS, Narayanganj

AtleastS0workerswereinjuredand 18
taxicabs damaged in a clash between

taxi drivers and garment workers at -

Chashara Baluramath yesterday.

* Police and witnesses said the clash
ensued over the throwing of water
from an eight-storey garment factory
on the tinshed union office of

anj District Microbus and
TmcabSmnlkCounnmcmtE.onam

Al one slage ganmenl workers
attacked the taxicab workers with
hockey sticks and damaged 18 taxi-
cabsparkedat BB Road.

They also mansacked the union
office and looted Tk 2.851akh; Md Musa
Bhandari, geneml secretary of the
taxicabcommittee, told joumalists.

Police said the gannem wmim:
put up barricade on' the BB Road
blocking the movement of traffic for
one hour, Police h’mi.@'lt the slaug!iun
undercontrolat 10:

Of the injured, Delwar Hmsain
30, Gulzar, 25, China, 25, and
Alamgir were admitted to 200-bed
hospital and others were released
after firstaid. :
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Enjoy the Shubhechcha Offer by Standard Chartered Auto Loan

Great, News! Now every. new Auto Loan customer will ge: complimentary Fuei

Coupon up to 200 Litres,”

Auto Loan offers:

« | .oan amount upto 76% of car value
= Payable in a maximum of 60 equal monthly instalments

* Competitive interest rate

{‘»O“I-d tiona apply. Otfer valid from 1 June - 31 July 2005

Call 8961151,
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0173 04140019
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