
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

 "The enormous contribution of our 
National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam to 
the country's culture can hardly be 
measured. Unfortunately Nazrul is 
commemorated only twice a year-- 
on the occasion of his birth and 
death anniversaries," said Sujit 
Mustafa, a popular singer and one 
of the active members of Nazrul 
Sangeet Shilpi Parishad (NSSP). 
Sujit asserted that NSSP was set up 
in 1988 to change this scenario and 
promote Nazrul Sangeet. 

   Fittingly, on the occasion of the 
106th birth anniversary of Kazi 
Nazrul Islam, NSSP organised a 
three-day musical soiree that ended 
on May 25. The programme was 
organised at the National Museum 
auditorium with the slogan Shonao 
timirbhito biswey nabodiner bani, 
meaning "enlighten the ones living 
in the dark".  

   Over a hundred Nazrul singers 
attended the programme and ren-
dered  popular and uncommon 
songs of Nazrul. Among the eminent 
and popular singers were Fatema 

Tuz Zohra, Khalid Hossain, Nashid 
Kamal, Kairul Anam Shakil, MA 
Mannan, Ferdous Ara, Shaheen 
Samad, Khilkhil Kazi to promising 
artistes such as Sharmin Shathi 
Islam, Masuda Nargis Anam and 
AKM Shahjahan Patoari. The art-

istes performed melodious songs of 
Nazrul ranging from ghazal, patri-
otic and  spiritual to love ballads. 

  The programme was inaugu-
rated by the Education Minister, 
Osman Faruq  while veteran singer 
Ferdousi Rahman, granddaughter 

of Nazrul, Khilkhil Kazi and other 
prominent Nazrul singers were also 
present on May 23. Begining with 
the chorus song Tora shob 
jayadhwani kar, the musical session 
was compered by Sujit Mustafa. 

 Sujit said, "NSSP has several 
programmes to promote Nazrul 
songs countrywide, boost talented 
new singers and above all preserve 
Nazrul songs properly." He also 
pointed out that among the 3,500 
songs of Nazrul, only about 1,800 
songs are available on records. 
Moreover, among these songs 
about 400 to 500 popular songs are 
usually being rendered by the 
artistes.  As Sujit said, "NSSP wants 
to promote the wide range of Nazrul 
songs, not just his popular, common 
and widely rendered ones."

  To further Nazrul Sangeet, 
NSSP has arranged regular 
monthly shows. NSSP has a plan to 
develop a website where along with 
the life-sketch of Nazrul, the 
detailed profiles of Nazrul singers 
will be included. 
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A splendid exhibition of Italian 
paintings, photographs and repro-
ductions opened recently at the 
National Museum. Inaugurating the 
display, Mahbubur Rahman, Secre-
tary Information, said that this 
exhibit strengthened the existing 
friendly ties between Italy and 
Bangladesh. He added that the 
people of the two countries had 
several common cultural interests.

Pietro Ballero, the Italian Ambas-
sador, said on the occasion that the 
paintings and reproductions had 
translated the beauty of the Italian 
cities and the countryside into 
masterpieces of art. He pointed out 
that the pictures comprised mainly 
of Rome and Venice, while the 

reproductions were those of Leo-
nardo da Vinci and Michelangelo. 
He pointed out that Bangladesh and 
Italy have lifestyles in common such 
as waterways and boats. He added 
that thousands of Bangladeshi 
people are now working in Italy. 

Mahmudul Haque, Director 
National Museum, pointed out that 
the exhibition had been put together 
within a short span of time but would 
nevertheless act as a cementing 
bridge between the two countries. 
Thus Bangladeshis could cull 
enormous amount of information of 
the artistic ways of the Italians over 
the centuries, he said. 

Rossanna Massiri, Cultural and 
Political Attache, speaking to The 
Daily Star said that the focus of the 
exhibit was on the Renaissance 

artists who influenced European art 
for over a century. " There are the 
reproductions of Leonardo da Vinci, 
who was a complete genius. His 
drawings in the form of portraits and 
details of the human body have 
even helped the development of 
medicine: in fact he is the precursor 
of modern anatomical studies. 
Landscapes form the backdrop of 
his Mona Lisa and his compositions 
such as The Virgin and St Anne. Up 
till now no one has learnt the secret 
of the chemistry of his colour com-
positions," she said.

She added that the Raphael and 
Titian reproductions were from the 
Italian Embassy and from Italy. She 
asserted that the 19th century 
drawings and paintings brought in 
the place where Byron and Shelley 
where buried and were also where 
one found the typical parks, villas, 
porticos and piazzas which date 
back to 300 years. She also pointed 
out various details of the modern 
Italian artists, whose works were 
included in the display and won 
many admirers.

It was indeed a veritable feast of 
pulsating Renaissance art. Lovers 
of art and architecture were brows-
ing in the gallery and drinking deep 
of the profane and religious works of 
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Raphael and Titian, details of whose 
lives and works could also be 
gleaned by printed, elaborate 
footnotes. The beginnings of Rome 
and Venice were also carefully 
explained at length. The exhibit was 
a clever exercise of informing 
through breathtaking images of 
yesterday and today.       

KARIM WAHEED

O N the occasion of National Poet Kazi Nazrul 
Islam's 106th birth annniversary, Nazrul 
Academy organised a three day-long 

convention and cultural programme starting from 
May 23 at the National Theatre Stage, Shilpakala 
Academy.  Legendary Nazrul artiste Feroza Begum 
was accorded a grand reception and awarded with a 
crest for her immense contribution to Nazrul 
sangeet on May 23.

  The event was inaugurated by Moudud Ahmed,  
Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. After 
the Chief guest's speech, the special guest at the 
event, Ahmed Nazir, Director General, Bangladesh 
Shilpakala Academy also spoke on the occasion. 

  Feroza Begum, one of the pioneers among 
Nazrul artistes, conveyed her gratitude and her 
reaction through her speech.

She said, "Today is not my day. Besides, I don't 
have much to say either. When I started my venture 
in the world of music, I didn't realise I'd be blessed 
with the magnitude of love and affection that has 
come my way. 

"Today I'm being revered by the masses, but this 
achievement is not solely mine. This is Nazrul's 
triumph. I dedicate this salutation and this liturgy to 
Nazrul.

  "My tumultuous musical journey wouldn't have 
been possible without two individuals. One is Chitta 
Ray and the other is my soulmate, my husband 

Kamol Das Gupta. Without him, my existence would 
be incomplete.

  "I truly and passionately hope that Nazrul 
sangeet will be practiced more widely and would 
reach a new zenith of popularity."

  A musical soiree by both renowned and emerg-
ing Nazrul artistes from different parts of the country 
followed. Nazrul songs, immortalised by Feroza 
Begum were performed at the event and the artistes 
shared their feelings attached to the songs or nostal-
gically reminisced on their association with Feroza 
Begum. 

  Khalid Hossain, teacher of Nazrul Academy 
shared, "I cannot think of anyone who has not appre-
ciated Feroza Apa's songs." He rendered Agun 
jalatey ashini, Eshechi deyali jalatey.

  Shahidul Islam Khan from Dinajpur performed a 
song on rain based on Raag Jay-Jayanti, Shojol 
haowa kendey bedaye. Sharmin Shathi Islam 
presented a very moving performance of Money 
podey aaj shey kon jonomey.

  S M Salim Akhter from Rajshahi, reminisced how 
his parents used to hum the song Mora aar jonomey 
hongsho mithun chilam. His mother had requested 

him to perform the song at the event.
  Hafiza Sharmin Shumi skillfully rendered a 

complex Shyama Sangeet, Shyama naamer laglo 
agun amar deher dhoopkathitey. 

National Poet's granddaughter Khilkhil Kazi paid 
her tribute by singing Amar bhubon kaan petey roy. 
Shuborno Kazi, a member of the Kazi family from 
Churuliya, India, rendered the popular song Mor 
priya hobey esho rani.

  Prominent artiste Fatema Tuz Zohra recalled 
how she used to listen to Feroza Begum's songs 
secretly, as her parents didn't want any diversion in 
her studies. She performed a song taught by none 
other than Feroza Begum. The song Ami purob 
desher puro nari was received with a round of 
applause. Popular artiste Nashid Kamal recalled her 
upbringing with Feroza Begum's songs and ren-
dered Deep nibhiachey jhodey. Ferdous Ara wowed 
the audience with her vivacious performance of 
Chomkey chomkey dheer bhiru paye pollibalika 
bonopothey jaye.

  The evening ended, leaving the audience 
craving for more.
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Cultural 
Programme
Occasion: Birth Anniversary of Nazrul
Organiser: Ministry of Cultural Affairs, 
People's Republic of Bangladesh
Venue: Trishal-Darirampur, 
Mymensigha
Date: May 25-26, at 3pm

Discussion
Discussants: Begum Selima 
Rahman, Wakil Ahmed, Begum 
Khilkhil Kazi, Abul Kalam Manjur 
Morshed, Shabnam Mustari, Asharaf 
Siddiqui
Venue: Nazrul Institute Auditorium, 
Dhanmondi
Date: May 26, at 4pm

Occasion: Founding anniversary of 
Bangladesh Protibandhi Foundation
Venue: Kalyani auditorium, 12, New 
Circular Road, West Malibagh
Date: May 26, at 10:30am

Occasion: Death Anniversary of 
Ustad Abed Hossain Khan
Artistes: Students of Ustad Ayet Ali 
Khan Sangeet Niketon
Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10, 
Road 9, Dhanmondi
Date: May 27, at 7:15pm

Title: Songs of Yesteryears
Organiser: Srijon
Venue: National Museum Auditorium
Date: May 28, at 6:30pm

Play
Title: Natyatroyee 
Group: Nagarik Natya Shomproday
Venue: Experimental Theatre Stage, 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Time: May 26, at 7pm

Photography 
Exhibition
Organiser: Mindscape Photographers' 
Club
Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine 
Arts
Date: May 24-30, From 2pm to 7pm 
weekdays, 10am to 7pm on Fridays 

Title: Architectural landmarks of St. 
Petersburg
Occasion: International Day of 
Museums
Venue: Russian Centre of Science & 
Cul ture,  House 510,  Road 7,  
Dhanmondi
Date: May 16-31

Film Screening
Title: Krzysztof Keislowski Retrospec-
tive
Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film Society
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur 
Road, Dhanmondi
Date: May 23-June 08

Exhibition
Title: Wooden Muse
Artist: Rezaul Islam Lavlu
Venue: Zainul Gallery 1, Institute of 
Fine Arts, Dhaka University
Date: May 24-30, From 12pm to 8pm

Title: Searching Soul in Triangle 
Artistes: Anadi Kumar Boyragi, Rafiqul 
Islam Chowdhury, Samir Mazumder
Venue: Shaju Art Gallery, House F/28, 
DCC, North Super Market, 2nd Circle, 
Gulshan
Date: May 21-31, from 10am to 8:30pm 
(Friday closed)

Title: Mixed Media Mural Exhibition
Artistes: Sameena M. Karim
Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Road 36 
House 16, Gulshan
Date: May 20- June 4, from 11am to 8pm.

Theme: Paintings, photographs and 
reproductions of Italian pictures and 
landscapes
Organiser: Italian Embassy
Venue: Bangladesh National Museum
Date: May 24-31
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Nazrul Convention '05
Grand reception accorded to Feroza Begum

Musical soiree by Nazrul Sangeet 
Shilpi Parishad 

Veteran Indian actor-turned-
politician, Sunil Dutt died on May 
25, after a brief illness in Mumbai. 
Dutt, 75, was the minister of sport 
and youth affairs in the Congress-
led Indian government and repre-
sented Mumbai in Parliament. 
Dutt, who had been in the public 
eye for the last five decades, 
including 40 years as a star actor, 
is survived by his actor son 
Sanjay Dutt and two daughters.

  Sunil Dutt took filmdom by 
storm in the 60s and 70s and later 
went on to chart a fabulous career 
as politician in the Congress Party 
from Mumbai. 

He came to prominence in 
politics due to his impeccable 
reputation for honesty and integ-
rity as well as for his social work 
for the people. 

  As a major Bollywood star 
Sunil Dutt was best known for his 
role in the film Mother India. His 
name was taken in the same 
breath as those of Dilip Kumar, 
Ashok Kumar and other legend-
ary actors of his time. 

  He later went on to marry the 
female lead from the same film, 
legendary actress Nargis. Dutt, 
along with his wife Nargis, made a 
name for themselves in the social 
and cultural circles by contribut-
ing their mite for many causes. 

  Born on June 6, 1929, in 

village Khurd, (now in Pakistan) in 
district Jhelum, Sunil Dutt ven-
tured into movies only after com-
pleting his graduation. His first 
movie was Railway Platform 
directed by Ramesh Sehgal, with 
Johnny Walker and Nalini 
Jaywant as co-stars. His first hit 
film was B R Chopra's, Ek hi 
Raasta, 1956.

Although he began his acting 
career in the 50s, it was his role in 
Mother India (1956) that cata-

pulted him to fame. He acted 
alongside the top actresses of the 
time such as Waheeda Rehman, 
Sadhna, Meena Kumari and 
Nutan. 

His directorial  debut in 
Reshma Aur Shera was a damp 
squib, but his acting skill powered 
his career through the '70s 
through unforgettable movies like 
Zaakhmee (1975), Paapi,(1976) 
and Jaani Dushman (1978), 
which gave good competition to 
budding stars like Amitabh 
Bachchan, Rajesh Khanna, and 
Dhar-mendra. Apart from these 
he acted in scores of films, includ-
ing Sujata, Gumraah, Waqt, 
Humraaz, Khandaan, Main Chup 
Rahungi, Yeh Raastein Hain Pyar 
Ke and Milan.

  In 1981 he introduced  his son 
to the filmworld through Rocky, 
but in the same year his wife died 
of cancer. It made Sunil stage an 
exit from the film industry and 
devote himself to social work and 
later to politics.

  His last film was the 2004 
release Munnabhai MBBS in 
which he starred alongside with 
his son.

  With him passes an era in 
both films and politics in India.

Tribute

Legendary actor Sunil Dutt 
is no more  
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Italy: Yesterday and today
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Madonna by Leonardo da Vinci
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