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Ex-BCB boss

Manzar
passes

away

SPORTS REPORTER

Former Bangladesh Crlcket Board
g ral secretar f\{
eyam ullah Taher Manzar died ol
nda Dhaka Medical
College Hospltal

NEYAMTULLAH TAHER MANZAR

The sports organiser, who served the
Board in 1991, was 54. He is survived by
his wife and a daughter.
His namaz-e-janaza was held at the
Mohammadpur Jame Masjid after the
Johr prayers and he was buried at the
Azimpur Graveyard yesterday.

Manzar's qulkhwani will be held at his
Tajmahal Road residence today after the
Asrprayers.

Meanwhile, BCB president Ali
Asghar, former BCB president Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Sammilito Krira
Paribar, Abahani, Lalmatia Club and
Bangladesh Cricket Umpires and Scorers
Association expressed their shock at the
death of Manzar.

Ansar women's
kabaddi champs

SPORTS REPORTER

Ansar emerged champions in the
Women's Kabaddi League when
they beat Azad Sporting Club 54-26
in the last match at the Dhanmondi
gVomens Sports Complex yester-
ay.

Thewinners led the firsthalf 26-15.

Shaheda Akhter Shova was
adjudged the man of the match.

The Spain factor!
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REUTERS, Istanbul

Liverpool's Champions League
chances against AC Milan could
turn on the tactical decisions of a
manager from Madrid, the passing
of a Basque midfielder and the
inventive style of a Catalan forward.

The decisions made by another
Spaniard in the thick of the action,
referee  Manuel Enrique Mejuto
Gonzalez, might also help decide
Wednesday's final but Liverpool
insist they will gain no advantage
from having a familiar face in charge
ofthe game.

"The nationality of the referee
doesn't matter," said Xabi Alonso,
the classy midfielder Liverpool
signed from Real Sociedad. "He's a
great professional and he's done
very wellin the pastfew years."

Manager Rafa Benitez also
played down the significance of the
choice of the Asturian Mejuto
Gonzalez, recalling the words of AC
Milan president Adriano Galliani.

"I remember that Galliani just
said he was a good referee and
there were no problems," Benitez
said on Tuesday.

Benitez, the Madrid-born coach
who came to Liverpool after winning
the UEFA Cup with Valencia, has
surrounded himself with players
from Spain.

Luis Garcia, the former
Barcelona winger, is Liverpool's top
scorer in the Champions League
this season with five goals and is the
man most likely to unsettle the Milan
defence with his effervescent style.

Liverpool also have former
Malaga defender Josemi and ex-
Real Madrid youth team player
Antonio Nunez in their squad, while
Fernando Morientes, another Real
old boy, is ineligible.

"We know we're being followed
by a lot of people back in Spain,"
said Alonso, who is set to reclaim his
place in midfield after missing the
second leg of the semi-final against
Chelsea because of suspension.

Benitez has spent much of his
spare time since joining Liverpool
watching videos to immerse himself
in the history of the club.

Liverpool won the European Cup
four times between 1977 and 1984,
although this will be their first final
since 1985.

His first duty is to the local fans who
have given the team heroic support on
their run to the final but he will also be
thinking of the people back in Spain
when Liverpool take to the field at the
Ataturk Olympic stadium.

"It's important for us to win this
trophy for the supporters and for our
people as well," he said.

"We know how important this
game is for us as individuals and for
the club."

Born winners want more
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REUTERS, Istanbul

With seven European Cup winners'
medals between them, AC Milan's
Paolo Maldini and Clarence Seedorf
could be excused a degree of non-
chalance ahead of Wednesday's
Champions League final with
Liverpool.

The game at the Ataturk Olympic
stadium will be captain Maldini's
seventh final while Dutch midfielder
Seedorf has won the top club trophy
in the European game three times --
each with a different side.

Yet the pair insist they are as
desperate as ever for success.

"I'm still hungry despite winning
all those Cups," Seedorf told a news
conference on Tuesday. "Winning in
the pastis no guarantee that you will
win again."

Seedorf picked up titles with Ajax
Amsterdam and Real Madrid before
his success with Milan against
Juventus two years ago.

"The fact that | am here in a
fourth final is fantastic and I'm not
tired of it yet. It would be even nicer
to win a fourth time," said Seedorf.

The 29-year-old is part of a vastly
experienced Milan side. While such
familiarity with finals can help in high
tension occasions, he denies the
higher average age of the Milan side
will count against them.

"Just look at Paolo," said
Seedorf, "I don't think he seems

very old. Experience is important
but you need to be able to show your
experience on the field."

Maldini is hoping for a fifth win-
ner's medal which would leave him
one behind former Real Madrid
player Francisco Gento's record
and bring him level with former Real
players Jose Marian Zarraga and
Alfredo Di Stefano.

His first medal came after the
1989 defeat of Steaua Bucharest
and he was captain of the team for
the 2003 triumph over Juventus.

"Those successes have in com-
mon the fact that | was an ambitious
player who had found an ambitious
club. Playing in seven finals in 16
years reflects on that ambition," said
Maldini who will be 37 next month.

Agassi's early exit

French Open

AP, Paris

Playing flat-footed and looking
weary, Andre Agassi lost Tuesday in
the opening round of the French
Open for the second yearin a row.

Agassi didn't request treatment
from a trainer, but he rarely ran after
shots in the final two sets and lost to
Finnish qualifier Jarkko Nieminen 7-
5,4-6,6-7,6-1,6-0.

Before the final game of the
three-hour match, the 35-year-old
Agassi buried his head in his towel
and looked exhausted.

He failed to reach the third round
for the seventh time in 16 appear-
ances at Roland Garros. In 58 Grand
Slam tournaments -- the most for any
man in the Open era -- he has lost in
the opening round nine times.

While the sixth-seeded Agassi
was ousted, other top seeds fared
better.

Dominant at the start and shaky at
the finish, Justine Henin-Hardenne
extended her winning streak to 18
matches, all on clay, by beating

Brutal murder
of Brazilian
booter

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

A Brazilian footballer was shot
repeatedly in the head and then
dumped in the boot of his car in the
north of Rio de Janeiro, police said
here on Monday.

The 27-year-old Neguete, who
has played for Brazilian clubs
Atletico Mineiro, Gremio and
Botafogo, was killed on Sunday as
he lefta concert, the police added.

According to initial inquiries,
Neguete was killed by drug dealers.

Conchita Martinez 6-0, 4-6, 6-4.

No. 2-seeded Maria Sharapova
overcame an early deficit and 59
unforced errors, including 11 double
faults, to beat fellow 18-year-old
Evgenia Linetskaya 6-7, 6-2, 6-4.

No. 6-seeded Svetlana
Kuznetsova, last year's U.S. Open
champion, beat Mathilde Johansson
6-1, 6-1. Two seeded women lost:
No. 23 Ai Sugiyama and No. 26 Paola
Suarez, a semifinalist last year.

No. 3 Marat Safin, the reigning
Australian Open champion, opened
a bid for his first Roland Garros title
by beating Raemon Sluiter 6-1, 4-6,
6-4, 6-2. Also advancing were 2003
champion Juan Carlos Ferrero, No.
12 Nikolay Davydenko and No. 15
Tommy Robredo.

No. 13 Ivan Ljubicic lost to
Mariano Puerta 7-5, 7-5, 6-2, and No.
24 Feliciano Lopez was upset by
Paul-Henri Mathieu 6-2, 6-0, 6-7, 6-4.
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Mclnnes three years ago, Mushfiqur
said that he can still remember how
he became a wicketkeeper while
playing for his village Matikhada in a
tennis ball competition.

"l was playing as a batsman in
that important match. But after our
main wicketkeeper dropped two
vital catches | took up the gloves
and took a good catch diving to my
left", he said while recalling the
events. Mushfiqur enrolled at the
lone sports institute of the country in
2003 and he believes that the able
care of Mclnnes has helped him and
others toimprove tremendously.

"People have said a lot against
him. He was very tough and we went
through rigorous training under him.
But his way of teaching helped us
tremendously. Presently nine crick-
eters who trained under him are
either in the national team or waiting
for a call up," said Mushfiqur about
the Australian, whose contract with
the Board expired in April.

A multinational

final
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AP, London

Call it the United Nations final.

Players from 19 different coun-
tries will be represented
Wednesday when AC Milan and
Liverpool play in the Champions
League final in Istanbul, Turkey.

Six-time champion Milan will have
three Brazilians in the starting lineup
and one on the bench, along with two
Dutch stars, a Ukrainian, an Argentine
striker with maybe a Dane, a Georgian
and aPortugueseinreserve.

Liverpool can beat that easily.
Rafa Benitez' team most likely will
have nine different nationalities on
the field when the game begins, with
two more on the bench.

Liverpool has a Polish goal-
keeper (Jerzy Dudek), defenders
from Ireland (Steve Finnan), Finland
(Sami Hyypia) and France (Djimi
Traore), midfielders from Spain
(Luis Garcia and Xabi Alonso),
Germany (Dietmar Hamann) and
Norway (John Arne Riise) and
forwards from the Czech Republic
(Milan Baros and Vladimir Smicer).
On the bench, Benitez has
Australian forward Harry Kewell and
Croatian midfielder Igor Biscan.

Milan has four ltalian starters,
while Liverpool has two English.

Milan enters the game at Ataturk
Stadium as the clear favorite. Carlo
Ancelotti's team boasts an experi-
enced back line, well-organized
midfield and Ukraine's Andriy
Shevchenko and maybe Argentina's
Hernan Crespo supported in attack
by Brazilian star Kaka.

PHOTO: STAR
Azad Sporting Club grab a Ansar player during their last match of the
Women's Kabaddi League at the Dhanmondi Women's Sports Complex
yesterday.
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