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demanding open space and playgrounds.
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| Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon forms a human chain in front of the Lalbagh Police Station in the city yestarday
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DIALOGUE ON BUDGET |
'Bring reforms to fiscal measures'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakersatadialogue yesterdayurged
the government to make basic
changes to the fiscal measures in the
next budget to bring the maximum
benefittothepeople.

Theyalso suggested strengthening
the local government bodies as the
budgetary allocations do not reach
local peoplebecause of highly central-
ised administration.

The Bangladesh Economic
Association (BEA) organised the
dialogue on 'Bangladesh budget:
2005-06" at the National Press Club,
with its President Dr. Qazi
KholiquzamanAhmadinthe chair.

Presenting an 18-point recom-
mendation for the next budget, BEA

General Secretary Dr Abul Barkat said
the government should start work on
changesin the budgetimmediately.

In its recommendations, the BEA
said the defence budget in the next
fiscal should not surpass the previous
year'srecord.

It also demanded formation of a
committee to monitor public expen-
diture and publication ofwhite papers
on corruption and the government
measurestocurbit.

Former finance minister M
Sayeduzzman said the government
should not ignore the contribution of
foreign aid to the econamy as over 40
percent of money for the annual
development programme (ADP)
comes from there,

He also said the Bangladesh Bank

BDB recommendations
for EC reforms

Leaders meet CEC
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Leaders of Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) yesterday
placed a 12-point recommenda-
tions to the chief election com-

Janaza of Forroque
Rahman (Apu)
today

Namaz-e-janaza of Mrs. Forroque
Hahman (Apu), wife of Mr. Shamsur
Rahman (Mashuk), chairman,
Reliance Insurance Limited, and
director, Mediaworld (the owning
company of The Daily Star) and the
Prothom Alo, will be held today after
Juma prayers at Gulshan Central
Mosque, says a press release.

She passed away on May 16 in
Bangkok after a long battle with
cancer.
~ Her qulkhwani will be held on
Sunday, May 22, 2005 after Asr
prayers (5:15pm) at Gulshan Central
Mosdque.

 missianen (CEC). reganding the
reforms of the Election
Commission. gl

The recommendations were
formulated jointly by the BDB
and the Jatiya Oikya Mancha.

The BDB leaders placed the
recommendations when they
paid a eourtesy call on CEC MA
Syed whose tenure expires on
May 22.

They told the CEC that he had
to take the responsibility for
‘irregularities’ that took place in
Dhaka-10 by-election as it was
held during his tenure,

"We also asked the CEC to
reveal the truth about these
irregularities before his tenure is
over," said BDB Secretary
General Major (Retd) Abdul
Mannan while talking to The
Daily Star last night.

Mannan said the nation
would blame MA Syed for the
irregularities in the by-election,
as he was the CEC during that
time.

He, however, quoted the CEC
as saying, "As [ was in abroad
during Dhaka-10 by-polls, I
cannot acknowledge the irregu-
larities. Besides, the election
commission secretariat did not
bring the issue to my knowl-
edge."

The BDB secretary general
said he would send the docu-
ments to the CEC relating to
irregularities that took place in
the by-election. ;
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1ill 6:00pm today.

Highest temperature 37.0 degre

tomorrow.

!

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty to squally
wind is likelyata few places over Rajshahi, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions
and at one or two places over Khulna, Barisal and Chittagong divisions

Moderately heavy falls is also likely at places, Met Office said pre-
. dictingnearlyunchanged day temperature over the country,

Rajshahiandlowest20.6 degree Celsius at Srimongal.
The sun séts in the capital at 6:37pm today and rises at 5:13am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
¥ Max Min Morming Evening
* Dhaka 325 26.5 79 77
- Chittagong 342 27,5 76 66
- Rajshahi 37.0 24.3 84 75
~ Khulna 34.6 28.4 80 79
- Barisal 33.8 276 80 91
~ Sylhet 24,1 207 98 Bl
- Cox's Bazar 35.0 29.0 67 63
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e Celsius was recorded yesterday at

should be independent and there
should be a system through which
the central bank will explain the
rational behind its monetary steps to
the people everysicmonths.

He observed that the existing
macro-economic stability should
continue for the economic benefit of
the people.

ISD President Hasanul Haq Inu
demanded an allocation in the next
budget for necessary reforms in the
election systerm.

He also called for the announce-
ment of Upazila election alang with
the announcement of next general
election to strengthen the local
government.

Inu also suggested withdrawal of
special forces such as Rapid Action
Battalion, Chita and Kobra. "Rather,
the government should strengthen
the police (orces by providing train-
ing and modem equipment," he
added.

Abdur Razzaq MP said the gap
between the rich and the poor has
beenincreasing rapidly.

He called on the government to
ensure collection of taxes and duty
from the affluent people who often
buy ltairy cars.

He also demanded an open dis-
cussionon thedefence budget.

Razzaq said the government has
become highly centralised. As a
result, the people do not get any
benefit from the budgetary alloca-
tions, he added.

Former secretary and chairmanof
pay commission Mujibul Haq,
Chairman of Commerce Bank ATM
Alamgir, former managing director of
Mercantile Bank Taheruddin, BEA
Vice-President Moinuddin,
Mohiudin Ahmed and Jahangir
Hossainalsospoke,

Obituary

Group Capiain
(Retd.) Taufiq
Khan passed
away yesterday
at the age of 72,
says a press
release.

Born in
Bogra in 1932,
he joined the Pakistan Airforce in
1953 and retired from the
Bangladesh Airforce as Group
Captainin 1976,

He was also involved with the
Bangladesh Scouts.

He is survived by his wife, daugh-
terand son.

A doa mahfil will be held at his
residence at House # 9, Road # 19A,
Sector # 4, Uttara, after Asr prayers
today.

Death anniversary
CoURT CORRESPONDENT

Today is the first
death anniver-
sary of Zafar
Imam, an inter-
nationally
acclaimed
Sports organiser
and former
secretary gen-
eral of Bangladesh Olympic
Association.

Different sports federations and
organisations will place wreaths at
his grave at the Banani graveyard.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani
and milad mahfil will be held at the
Paltan Maidan mosque after Asr

prayerstoday.

Chehlum

e Chehlum of
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KBM Abdul

Khaleque Miah,

] father of Hasan
) .

£ i Manjur, former

2 e vice-president

b i i of Jatiyatabadi

-'i!", = Chhatra Dal,

will be held at

his village home at Batakandi under

Senbagh thana at 12:00 noon today,

saysapressrelease.
Qurankhwani and milad mahfil
will be held on the occasion.

Relatives and admirers have been
requested toattend the chehlum.
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'Shift central jail,
set up park’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a rally yesterday called
for rapid shifting of the central jail
from old Dhaka and setting up of
open field and park there to main-
tain an ecological balance in the
ared.

They also urged the government
to allocate necessary funds in the
coming budget and formulate
relevant palicies to implement the
demands. _

The rally was organised jointly by
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) and Puran Dhaka Paribesh
Unnayan Forum in front of Lalbagh
thana in the city. They also formed a
human chain there.

The speakers called upon the
authorities concerned to include
local people for proper mainte-
nance of open fields and parks of old
Dhaka saying these are essential for
physical and mental development
ofthe children.

"Fifty years ago, old Dhaka was

the central point of the capital, but
today it has turned into piles of
bricks where there is no arrange-
mentforsports and entertainment,”
said Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed, vice-

president of Bapa, while addressing |

the rally as chief guest.

The environment of old Dhaka is
deteriorating day by day, and it is
high time to take effective measures
to protect its environment, he
added.

Bapa Vice-president Prof Nazrul
[slam, General Secretary Mahidul
Hugq Khan, and member-secretary
of Puran Dhaka Paribesh Unnoyan
Forum Ashraf Amir Ullah, and ward
commissioners of Dhaka City
Corporation also spoke on. the
occasion.

Presided over by Prof Nazmul
Ahsan Kalimullah of Dhaka

University, the programme was

conducted by Sharif Jamil, mem-
ber- secretary of Bapa's
programme .commitiee on open
fieldand park.

Rab arrests 4 child

tra

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) yesterday rescued three
runaway children, who had served
as camel jockeys in Dubai and left
homes in fear of being sent back
there.

The Rab also arrested four child
traffickers, who attacked the chil-
dren's houses and threatened
their parents to kill their sons.

On information, a 13-member
team of Rab-3 raided an area in
Siddhirgan]j in Narayanganj to nab
women and children traffickers at
10:00pmonWednesday.

The elite force raided the area
for six hours at a stretch and
arrested Sona Mia and Hablu alias
Babul in the early hours yesterday.

Following the arrest, the Rab
nabbed Ibrahim Khalil from

Appeal for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bristi, a student of class ten, has been
suffering from acute myeloid leukae-
mia, knownasblood cancer.

She has been under the treatment
of Dr ABM Yunus at Cabin No.-109,
Dhanmondi Hospital (Pvt.) Limited
foramonthnow

The doctor has advised her to
receive regular chemotherapy for two

ars.

The treatment, including medi-
cines, food and pathological tests, will
cost her about Tk 8,000 a day, But her
poor family is unable to afford suchan
expensive treatrment,

The poor girl has appealed to
generous people and organisations to
extendahelpinghandtosave her life.

Contributions can be sent to
Savings Account No.- 34094544,
Janata Bank, Foreign Exchange
Corporate Branch, Dhaka.

ickers

Sonargaon and Shafiqul from
Dewanbagh Bandar in the district.

The four traffickers sent the
children to Dubai five years ago ta
work as camel jockey, reports our
Narayanganj correspondent.

"As the children grew up, they
were no longer eligible to work as
camel jockeys and the traffickers
sent them back a few months ago.
Their intention was to engage
them in ecrimes," Asadullah
Jamshed, senior assistant director
of Rab-3, told The Daily Star.

However, the gang was recently
pressing their families to send
them again to Dubai.

On refusal, the traffickers
became furious and threatened to
kill the children. They also
attacked their houses and pelted
stones at them.

Frightened, the children fled
their houses and were staying at
different places to avoid capture.

<+ Acting, o Jdnformation from
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i+ Rubeled, son of Abul Hashem.apd

Selim, 12, son of Saidur Rahman,
from Siddhirganj and Rubel, 10,
son of Shahjahan, from
Dewanbagh at 4:00am.

When taken to Rab office at
Adamjeenagar, they identified the
four traffickers and narrated their
subhumanlife in Dubai.

They were in Rab custody yes-
terday evening and will be handed
over to their parents on comple-
tion of legal procedures.

The three children and the
traffickers were to be handed over
to Siddhirganj policelast night and
would be produced before a court
today.

Rab sources said traffickers play
different tricks to send women and
children of low-incoming families
to the Middle East.

NU exams now
on May 27

UNB, Dhaka

Degree pass, subsidiary and certifi-
cale course examinations-2004 of
Natiopal University (NU), sched-
uled for May 21, will now be held at
2.00pmonMay 27,

The resceduled examinations are
for 3rd paper in Mathematics,
Library and Information Science,
and Finance & Banking.

MANIK MURDER

Court asks CID to probe case

Court CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday directed
the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) to probe the
murder case against' Officer-in-
Charge (OC) of Badda Police Station
and threeothers.

Metropolitan Magistrate AJM
Abdullahel Bagui issued the order
following the case filed by Achhia
Begum for killing her son Manik
alias Yusuf on December 31 last
yedar,

The accused are OC Abdul
Malik, Sub-Inspector (SI)
Mohammad Fazlu of the same
thana, Delwar Member and Abu of
east Badda in the city.

In her complaint, Achhia of east
Rampura mentioned that she has
two houses--one at Ulon Road and
the other at Rampura under
Khilgaon Police station. Delwar
and Abu have been hatching con-
spiracy to dispossess her of her
property for along time. A group of
miscreants in connivance of
Delwar and Abu killed her younger
son Abdus Sattar at Zigatola in the
city's Dhanmondi area at about
S:45pmonAugust 2 [astyear.

Accused Delwar and Abu and
some police sources have been

‘against Badda OC, 3 others

threatening to kill other members
of her family since the killing of her
son. They also threatened to kill her
another son Manik with the help of
0OC, SI and a group of miscreants.
The accused demanded Tk 2 to 5
lakh as toll several times. But the
accused became angry as she
refused to meet their demand,
Achhia alleged.

As per direction of the OC, at
about 6:00pm on December 31 last
year the SI Fazlu, Delwar, Abu and
some of their sources arrested her
son Manik from her Rampura
residence and tortured him merci-
lessly. Later, her son was taken to
Badda Police Station and the OC
informed her to go to thana with Tk
5 lakh. Otherwise, her son will be
killed. But the complainant refused
to pay the money. Then the accused
tortured the victim mercilessly on
the thana compound, making him
unconscious. The accused shot
dead her son at about 11:30am the
same day when he regained his
consciousness, and made attempts
to show it as a "cross-fire" incident,
thecomplainant added.

Following the incident, Achhia
went to Badda Police Station fo file a
murder case but the police refused
to registerit asa regular case.
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his residence at TejkuniParain the city yesterday.
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Awami League President Sheikh Hasina consoles the family members of slain AL leader Khorshed Alam Bachchu at i
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'Promote hygiene practices in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yesterday
underscored the need for use of
sodium hypochlorite solution to
purify water and promote hygiene
practices in slum areas in order to
prevent diarrhoeal diseases.

Most slums in the city lack access
to safe drinking water, resulting in a
high incidence of water-borne
diseases among the children, they
said, adding that the children

Daily Star-Mutual
Bank debate final
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The final of The Daily Star-Mutual
‘Itust Bank 5th Inter-School English
Debate Competitions will be held at

" Chdftdgrati (MTCTHAT ).
\ Suiminef Fidl§slEhldl hnd
‘College will take on Bay View School
in the final on "City Corporation
should get optimum liberty when
developmentisinquestion.”

Noted scientist and scholar
Professor Dr Jamal Nazrul Islam will
grace the concluding day of the
weeklong competitions as chief
guest and distribute prizes among
thewinners.

S 10:0am at shey Theatre ImiL‘i}ue,
' ™

attacked by the most common water
contaminant, a bacteria known as
salmonella, remain sick round the
year.

Quoting an official estimate, they
also said the people spend about Tk
500 crore a year on the treatment of
diarrhoeal and other water-borne
diseases in the country.

Dushtha Shashthya Kendra
(DSK) organised the workshop on
‘Safe water system management” in
thecity.

Sponsored by Plan International,
Bangladesh, the workshop pre-
sented findings of a project titled
'Combating diarrhoea with house-
hold-based water treatment and
storage system'.

“Proper hand washing practice
gives additional benefits by reduc-
ing diarrhoea episodes and pneu-
monia attack by 50 per cent and [
strongly suggest taking such
programmes forward for benefit of
othersas well," said Kallon Pavani, a
medical epidemiologist from the

slums to prevent diarrhoea'
Speakers tell workshop

tor of DSK, Edward Thomas, country |
director of Plan [nternational,
Bangladesh, Khandaker Zalkir
Hossain, country representative of
Water Aid, Pual' Edwards, chief of
Water and Environmental
Sanitation, Unicef, Banglam-‘
Begum Meherunnesa, DCC =
commissioner, and Khaleda Akhter,
representative of the Bauniabad
slum-dwellers, also spoke.

Dr Masudul Quader, director of
DSK, presented a keynote paper while
Barrister Shafique Ahmed, president
of DSK chaired theworkshop.

Japanese Senior
Vice-Minister
arrives today

BSS, Dhaka

Japanese Senior Vice-Minister for
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WEHIO Environmental Flealth, said,
"Sodium hypochlorite has very high
acceptance rate across the globe.
During the recent floods in the
country, sodium hypochlorite
solution was given out to the
affected people to disinfect contam-
inated water, which saved thou-
sands of lives."

Dibalok Singha, executive direc-
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Tanigawa wilvisic Kl
attend the opening ceremony of
Khan JahanAli Bridge onMay 21.

He will meet Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and top government
officials,

Taniqawa's visit will strengthen
the bilateral relations between
Japan and Bangladesh, said a release
of the Japanese embassy yesterday.
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Selim Chowdhury, managing director of Group 4 Securitas Bangladesh Ltd,,

speaks ata press conference atthe National Press Club in the city yesterday.
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Theatre discussion

Theatra will hold its monthly discussion
on 'Dul Bon' by Rabindranath Tagore,
Venue: Thealre Office, 1 New Bailay
Road. Time: 5.30pm.

Sangskritik Jote

A conference of the central
representatives of Sammilito
Sangskritik Jole will be held. Venue:
Teachers Students Centre of Dhaka
University. Time: 10,00am.

Drawing competition
Bangladesh Cancer Soclety organises
“a drawing competition for childran on
the occasion of Warld No-Tobacco Day.
Venua: Fine ArtInstitute, Tima:9.00am.

Film show

Academy Fllm Sociaty will screen two
films litled "The Full Manty' and "Happy
Accidents.” Venue: Academy
Auditorium, 21/C Jigatola, Time:
3.30pmand 6.30pm.

Daulatpur Samity

The annual general maeling and the
glection of Daulafpur Thana Kalyan
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Samity will be held. Venue: Dhaka Re-
porters' Unity auditorium. Time: 3.00pm.

Human chain

Bangladesh Garment Sramik Trade
Union Kendra will form a human chain
demanding compensalion as well as
arrears of the workers of Spectrum
Swealers al Savar. Venue: Mukiangon,
Ramna. Time: 4.30pm.
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Cultural evening

On the occasion of 144th birth
anniversary of poel Rabindranalh
Tagore, the High Commission of India
will organise a cultural evening. Venue:
Mational Museum Auditorium,
Shahbagh. Time:6.30pm.

Film show

Academy Film Society will screen two
films litted “The World is Mot Enough®
and 'Lies. Venue: Academy
Auditorium, 21/C Jigatola. Time:
6.30pm and 8.30pm.
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Securitas to
employ 100
Bangladeshi

~guards in UAE

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Group 4 Securitas Ltd, a multinational
security service provider, will arrange
jobs for 100 Bangladeshi nationals as
security guards in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) nextmonth.

Selim Chowdhury, managing
director of Group 4 Securitas
Bangladesh Ltd. said this is for the first
time the Group 4 Securitas is sendin
security guards from Bangladesh ¢
anyforeign country.

He was addressingia press confer-
ence at the National Press Club in the
cityyesterday.

He said they have so far received
visa clearance and other documents of
24 Bangladesh nationals to send them
to the UAE and the visa formalities for
otherswill be completedsoan.

"It is a good opportunity for
Bangladesh as the Group 4 is recruiting
Bangladeshi nationals for sending
themabroad," hesaid.

"If members of the [irst batch
perform their duties well it will open
up an opportunity for others to work |
abroad,” Selim added.

He said his company is trying to
recruit more Bangladeshis as security
guards forworking abroacd.

Earlier, it recruited Indian and
Pakistani nationals as security guards
forworking abroad, said,

Group 4 Securitas Bangladesh L. is
a subsidiary company of the UK-based
Group 4 Securicor, which is operating in
L08 countriesacrosstheglobe.

The Group 4 securitas is providing
security services to about 500 clients,
including 17 foreign missions and
embassies, multinational organisa-
tions, banks and financial institutions,
international development agencies
and local business groups in
Bangladesh,

Group 4 Securicor was previously
called Group 4 Falck. Senlor executives
ofthe company Brig (retd) Selim Akfitar,
Sherif Bukhtiar Dauls, Gazi Musa
Ahmad and Rezaul Amin were also
presentatthe pressconference.

British HC
closed May 22

BSS, Dhaka
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British High Commission in Dhaka
and its office in Sylhet will remain
closed on May 22 on the occasion of
Buddha Purnima.



