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HIRTY-three year old Bruno
Ruhf from Strasbourg visited
Dhaka last year, and held a
mixed-media exhibition compris-
ing of his impression of the Dhaka
street graffiti, at Alliance Francaise.
Recently, he held his drawing
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displayat Drik. They are donein gray
crayon lines and are semi-abstract.
They bring in human, animal ahd
plant images and juxtapose them
with other elements found in life
around us such as hand fans and
sweeping, romantic female
costumes. At one glance one is
fascinated by the confident and bold
sweeps of the lines which engulf one
with the charm of life. The 49 pieces
include some mixed-media work in
which he has introduced horizontal
images seen through an oblong
window:

Bruno is content with what he
sees around him and apparently has
been enjoying his stayin Dhaka for
six months now. Is he blasé with the
urban fare? Certainly not, going by
his accounts of visiting the film
shows, art galleries and the cafes
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that he finds around him. There is
not the humdrum of more
developed cities of the west, that he

iis used to; and the jerrybuilding

around him in Dhaka does not make
him feel claustrophobic at all. He
has made friends in the art and
cultural world and is pleased with
livinghere.

He has chosen to depict his
thoughts and' feelings in gray
crayon, in order to gently caplure
the life around him. He has let his
imagination flow free, keeping in
mind the lilting images around him
of human forms, nature, still life,
landscape and various otherimages
of fine art. He has amalgamated
thern on pieces of paper, having
stuck them in his small studio at
Strasbourg. He has apparently won

many adrnirers, judging by the flow

of viewers at the opening of his
exhibit on the weekend. The gallery
goers had included not only
expatriates but also local connois-
seurs and eager buyers, The price
tags were not steep and thus the
ready collectors. Since (he small
frames suited our crammed urban
flats the size factor added to the
appeal.

Asked to give his opinion of the
state of art in Bangladesh, he said
that he felt that the artists, including
the senior ones like Rafiqun Nabi,
Ranjit Das and Rokeya Sultana, were
doing their best to express their
thoughts and feelings in their work.
He said that they were mixing the art
lessons from the east and west,
making the combination a superb

_blend of the best of both the worlds.
He hadnotlimited himself to fine art

but had gone ahead to sample our
flavour of music, dancing, theatre
andliterature.

Being amicable by nature, he is
open to theviews ofthelocal people.
He admires the women's figures,
their saris and their bejewelled
embellishment, and hopes Lo
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is daring

include their doe eyes and flowing
long hair in his futire compositions.
At times he finds our curries
somewhat hot, but he takes his
culinary adventures with a broad
smile and twinkling eyes.

This French artist with unusual
aplomb deserves our accolades.

One of Bruno's art pieces

'NagcnkﬂaryanganEnsomb{e ;
i Audﬂaﬂum. ;

Theatre

. Agatha Christie's play The
Mousetrap is an all time box-office
hit in England’ However, Padatik
Natya Sangshad's translated
presentation of Mousetrap is

| ﬂl}h&nmomfi mediocre. Padatik (TSC) staged
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Selim, at the Experimental Theatre
Stage onMay 16.

Christie's The Mousetrap is set
against the backdrop of post World
War II Britain, It covers the period
marked by rebuilding, a new
monarchy, food shortages, and the
threat of Communism. Whole
sections of the nation have been
destroyed in the bombings and
London, in particular, is undergoing
arebirth.

The postwar unstable condition
ofthe state is reflected in the psyche
of the Britons, As a result, sup-
pressed evil instincts such as
jealousy, hypocrisy, cruelty and
others come to the fore. Christie's
playsuccessfully reflects the crisis.

The Mousetrap was initially
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Mousetrap, translated by Abdus

A scene from the plaj

performed as a radio play in 1952
and was broadcast by the BBC with
thetitle Three Blind Mice. Later, The
Mausetrap became a stage play. The
Mousetrap has broken several
records for its continuous theatrical
runsinceits opening.

The story line of the play is

simple-- a fake police officer comes
to investigate the murder case in a
rest house owned byayoungcouple.
Through the investigation, it is
evident that neither the hosts or the
guests is above suspicion. Though
none of them was criminally linked
with the murder; none of them can
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Padatik Natya Sangshad presents
" Mousetrap
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Director Mir Mahbub Alam Selim
could not create a dramatic coniflict,
while the required pace for the play
hasnotbeen maintained.

M Shaiful Islam's set design
deserves plaudits. With polythene
and iron, he has created an artistic
replica of a hall room of a two
storeyed building. The unpolished
red colour of his set represents the
relics ofa post-war building.

Shaiful's light design is also
commendable, Through symbolic
colour effects and dark-shadow
effects he has caught the mood and
tempooftheplay.

Realistic European attires have
been used as the costumes of the
play.

All of the performers, except
Kaniz Fatema in the tole of Mrs
Bowel, need to develop their
histrionic skills. Artistes should pay
attention to pronunciation and
articulation during dialogue
delivery:

AFSAR AHMED

Jatra or "beginning a journey” in

Bangla, is a form of folk drama:

combining acting, songs, music and
dance. Characterised by stylised
delivery and exaggerated gestures
and orations, this age-old art form,
however, is ontheverge of extinction.

To protect jatra and revive this
art form, Bangladesh Jatra Shilpo
Unnayan Parishad (BISUP)
organised a press conference on
May 16 at the Dhaka Reporters
Unity auditorium. Presided over by
Milon Kanti Dey, secretary of
BISUP Ramzan Ali Mia, president
of BJSUP announced a plan of
action, including their seven-point
demand to protect and bring back
the golden era of jatra. Gazi
Mazhar, Bazlur Rahman, Mainul
Islam, Zakir Hossain and other
jatra activists and member of
BJSUP were also present at the
conference.

"Jatra is Striving for recognition
as an art form. The disreputable
Acting Control Act has been

cancelled but 'Bengal Places of

Public Amusement Act 1933' is still
enforced. We strongly recommend
the repealing of this Black Act," said
Rarnzan Ali Miah, "Not only this, we

want a separate ‘Jatra Troupe
Security Commission' comprising
the notable persons of the particular
areas and the local administrative
officers to ensure the performers’
safety," he added "Moreover, jatra
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Call for revival of Jatra

Milon Kanti Dey speaks at the press conference, On his left are Ramzan Al

Miah and MainulIslam

should be under the Cultural Affairs
Ministry not under the Home
Ministry."

"The concerned authority
instead of taking strong steps
against activities like gamblingand
vulgar dance, are putting the blame
on the jatra troupes,” informed
Milon Kanti Dey.

" This has resulted in unemploy-
ment of lakhs of people related to
this field, From last Octaber to this
April, 65 troupes weren't able to
stage their shows, which resultedin
a huge financial loss. Continuous

financial disaster i causing the
reduction in the number of jatra
groupseveryseason,” heasserted.

“National Jatra festivals should
be organised regularly by the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
and jatra artistes should be given
National Awards." said Milom.

*“To implement these demands
we have planned to amange a
roundtable with the media houses,
human rights aclivists, in tellectuals,
politicians and the government
officials from the firstweek of June,”
said thespeakers.

Tagore musical soiree

on May 21

dance pieces on theoccasion.

Complimentary passes can be collected from
the Information and Cultural Wing of the High
House'"2, Road 142,

Commission “of" India,
Gulshan 1.

On the occasion of
the 144th Birth
anniversary of
Rabindranath
Tagore, the "High
Commission of
India, Dhaka has
organised a cul-
tural evening with
renowned singers
and dancers of
Bangladesh at the
National Museum
Auditorium at
G:30pmonMay 21, says apressrelease,

Eminent Tagore singers Mita Haque, Aditi
Mohsin, Lily Islam and Bulbul Islam will perform
Rabindra Sangeet while popular dance groups
Nrityadhara and Sadhona will' stage different

The web portal Onirbaan recently organised thejr seventh
online live concert. Leading artistes Magsoed, Patho Barug
and Miles performed at the event. Titled “The Tribute’ the
concert was a homage to the talented sound engineer Mobiri;
“who died-in a tragic road accident recently. The members of
Black condoledthe irreparable loss of Mobin .

An evening dedicated to Tagore

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

cultural programme,

Tagore fans flocked to the town hall recently ta
commemorate his birth anniversary.
Sangskritik Jote organised an hour-long discussion and

Artistes rendering a chorus at the programme

Sammilito

someextent.”

discussion.

andart.

Two renowned litterateurs Dr Md Reazatl Hoqueand'
Dr Shashwato Bhattacharya spoke on the occasior:
Besides, Secretary of Rangpur unit Udichi Al-Amin and:
Secretary of Rangpur unit Sammilito, Sangkritik Jote'
Shakwat Rangaalso took partin thediscussion.

Dr Md Reazul Hoque said, that people would
remember him for the aesthetic values he has 1ntrm
duced in hispoetry and songs.

Dr Shashwata discussed the obscurities in l‘agnre 5
song and poetry, In his words, "

Tagore was spiritual to

The president of Sammilito Sangskritik Jote, Rangpur
unit Kazi Muha.mmed Zunnun presided over thé

The discussants talked about the valuable contribu~
tion of the Nobel laureate to the Bengali literatitre, music,

Five cultural organisations: Shatabdir Ahban, Biva,
Sangeet Academy, Udichi Rangpur unit, Shilpakala

Academy and Borne Academy participated at ﬂlt.'

programme,
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News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:35
At amA2:10 pmy 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
W pmuTi00 prm,

Sl News (Bangla) at8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pim.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
il Late Night News (Bangla and English)
(A 11530 pm.
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News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9;00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecas! of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at 14:30 pm.

ATH BANGLA

News ' (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.

News (English) 8:20am, 7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Engfish) at41:30 pm.
Lalest News [Bangla) a1 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00, am.5:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm,

1 niw

P News Headiines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.

0] 42:00 am. 615 pm, 9:30 pm.

S Mews (Bangla) 7:30 am, 2:00 pm. 5:00
prn.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Talecas! of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30pm. |
TARA BANGLA

News Hearines [Bargla) s 5:30pm. 7:30pm.
TairaNews (Bangla) atf:30 pm. 11:30 prm,
Tara News Bangladash (Bangla) at 9:30
prm. { '
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Kichu Kotha Kichu Gaan

Onntvat8:50pm

Musical Programme hosted by Syed Abdul hadi

| Performers: ShamimaParveen and Ariful Islam Mithu

PICK OF THE DAY

JAG :
On StarWorld at10:30pm
Drama

Cast; David James Elliott, Catherine Bell,
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