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'India indifferent to Bangladesh's
plight for water crisis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Water Resources
Advoeate Goutam Chakraborti yes-
terday blamed India forits apathetic
attitude towards Bangladesh's
plight for long-felt water crisis de-
spiterepeated urge from Dhaka for a
solution.

"We have repeatedly requested
India to resolve the crisis politically,
but they did not respond accord-
ingly," he said at a roundtable at the
National Press Clubin the eity.

The roundtable on "The role of
PIC in constructing embankments
inSunamganj haor area: present sit-
uation’, was organised jointly by
Actionald Bangladesh and weekly
Saptahik2000.

‘The state minister said Dhaka is
reddy to hold talks with India any-
time on the issue of sharing the wa-
terof the commonrivers.

He said henceforth instead of
floating tenders, the government
will develop the haors through Pro-
ject Implementation Committees
(PICs),

A survey Is being conducted
through Water Development Board
(WDB), to design a master plan to
mitke the best use of the aquatic re-
sourcesin thehaors, headded.

"As peaple of the area have ap-
preciated the PIC system which was
introduced thisyear on test basis, we
will implement it in the develop-
ment of other haors," Goutam
added.

ALleader Suranjit Sengupta, who
hails from Sunamganyj, laid stress on
the dredging of the rivers Kushiara
and Surma, and said the boro eulti-
vation might not be possible if the
riviers are nat dredged.

"Too many unplanned embank-
munts without any sociological and
hydrological survey will bring no
gooe either to boro or to fish pro-
ductioninthe area,” he added.

Suranjit underscored the need
for activating the Haor Develop-
ment Board and agreement with [n-
clia on the sharing of the waters of 54
COMMOn rivers,

Nirmal Bhattacharya ofthe Com-
mittee to Protect the Haors, sug-
gested proper monitoring system in
the construction process.

The embankments in
Sunamganj haor area were con-
structed through the PIC following
widespread irregularities, corrup-
tion and politicisation in the tender
process.

The PIC is comprised of local
leaders, stakeholders and adminis-
tration that implement and monitor

the embankment construction.

"Thelocals can complainand de-
mand accountability to the PIC
which is not possible in the case of
the contractors who are usually po-
litically influential,” said Shihab
UddinAhamad of Actionaid.

Due to timely construction of the
embankments. the haor area
yielded a bumper boro crops this
year despite flash floods, said the lo-
cals, government and NGO officials
workingin the area.

Accordingto Department of Agri-
cultural Extension, the district in-
curred aloss of about Tk 349 crome in
2004, Tk 87 crore in 2003 and Tk 70
crorein 2002 dueto flash floods.
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According to WDB, there are 411
haors covering 8,000 square kilome-
ters ofareain the country.

Country Director of Actionaid
Bangladesh Nasrin Huq presided
aver the roundtable, while Executive
Editor of Saptahik 2000 Golam
Mortuzaread out thekeynote paper.

WDB DG Sharif Rafiqul Islam,
Haor Development Board DG
Enamul Haque, Joint Secretary
Habibullah Mojumder of water re-
sources ministry, Khuku
Chakraborti of Actionaid, environ-
mentalists Abu Naser Khan, and
Syed Shafiq Ahmed also took part in
the roundtable.

PHOTD; STAR
Awami League Presidium member Suranjit Sengupta speaks at a roundtable titled "The role of PIC in constructing
embankments in Sunamgan| haor area: Present situation” atthe National Press Clubinthe city yesterday.

'Crisis due to
plundering of
state wealth by
to major parties'

S'l"fg.k‘l‘ CORRESPONDENT

\-Iuktijoddhd Gono Parishad at a
ceremony yesterday honoured six
noted personalities of the country for
thedr contribution in respective pro-
fmm smt:jnm
got onare

o 5 first prime minister late
Tajud n Ahmed (posthumous),
mnrtyr Altaf Mahmud (posthu-
muous), Language Movement veteran
Abdul Matin, noted journalist Fayez
Ahmed, freedom fighter Lt. Colonel
Quazi Nuruzzaman Bir Uttam

andlinerateur Shawkat Ali.

Speaklng at the ceremony, jour-
nalist Fayez Ahmed said the country
is mow experiencing a crisis due to
plundering of state wealth by the
twamajor political parties,

Referring to the country's
Liberation War, journalist Ahmed
said the sprit of the war must be
conveyed to the future generation
wllhthcolycctive to establisha truly
secular and democratic country.

Noted journalist and advisory
editor of the daily Amar Desh, Ataus
Samad said efforts have been under-
way for spreading misleading infor-
mation on country'sliberation war.

Naoted litterateur Shawkat Ali in his
speech said the present and future
genertions must know the real his-
toryofeountry'sliberation war.

He also regretted that those who
opposed the country's liberation
wilr are now in the driving seats in
running the country.

Quazi Nuruzzaman said the
freedom fighters have to be united
to spread the essence of the libera-
tionwar to the present generation.

Presided over by Gono Parishad
President Ishdaque Aziz Ulfat, the
ceremony was also addressed by its
General Secretary Sadek Ahmed
Khan and Bangladesh Economic
Assoclation General Secretary Prof
Abul Barkat.

Appeal for help

S1arF CORRESPONDENT

A patient, suf-
fering from an
acute ulcer, has
appealed to the
generous peo-
ple for financial
assistance for
histreatment.

Md Slmﬁqul
[5lam, 36, who hails from Pancu
village of Comilla, has been s r—
ing fromuleer forthelasttwoyears,

As his condition deteriorated last
month, he was admitted to a local
clinic in Comilla from where he wais
shifted to the Cantonment General
Hospital in Dhaka in a very critical
condition.

His family is currently spending Tk
4,000 on an average per day for his
freatment.

Daoctors at the hospital said he
needs Tk 200,000 to complete his
treatment.

A5 his family eannot afford the
mediical cost, Shafiqul has appealed
forgeneroushelp.

Contributlons can be sent to
Shafiqul Islam Ripan, Savings Account
Mo 22329/ 34086248, Janata Bank,
Farmgate Corporate Branch, Dhaka.

INTRA-PARTY CLASH

BCL suspends DU
unit activities

DU CorrEspoNDENT ' *~

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL),
student wing of the opposition
Awami League, yesterday sus-
pended all the activities of its Dhaka
University (DU) unit following an
1nm—par2r feud that left at least

leaders and activists, including
the university unit general secretary
injured.

DU unit General Secretary
Hemayet Uddin Khan Himu and
activist Nazmul took first ald at
Dhaka Medical College and Hospital.
The other injured are Suryasen Hall
unit Organising Secretary
Kamnizzaman Shohag and activist
Shahin.

The BCL formed a two-member
committee with BCL President
Lingat Sikder and General Secretary
Nazrul Islam Babu at an emergency
meeting at its central office at
Bangabandhu Avenue to investigate
theincident.

Em g [rom the meeting Babu
said that they would take punitive
measurers against the persons
responsible for the incidentwithin 72
hours,

Party sources said the DU unit
committee might be dissolved within

'a couple of days following the intra-

party feud. The tenure of the one-

ear DU unit committee ended at
two years ago.

Tension has been nunning high
armong the two factions of the BCL.
Party insiders sald violent factional
clash can erupton the campusatany
time.

Witnesses said a group of angry
BCL activists loyal to DU President
Delwar Hossain attacked the pro-
Himu activists yesterday with sticks

inasequel to earlier clashes.

They beat up Shohag as he vio-
lated the order of Delwar. Earlier,
Delwarasked himnotto take partany
organisational activists due to his
mugging blame. In remliation, the
activists loyal to Himu beat up
another activistloyal tn Delwar at the
Curzon Hallarea.

Meanwhile, panic gripped the
students of DU after the two factions
took position on the campus. Delwar
along with his activists togk position
at the Mall Chattar area while Himu
atthe Curzon Flall area.

Delwarsaid, "General activists of
the Chhatra League beat up amugger
ashe tarnishedimage of theparty."

Himu said, "I don't believe those
who attacked meare BCL men."

Reception to new
BB governor

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 1969 batch of Dhaka University
yesterday accorded a reception to
the newly appointed Bangladesh
Bank (BB) Governor Dr Salehuddin
Ahmed in the city on Friday, says a
pressrelease.

CM Kayes Sami, managing direc-
tor of Oriental Bank Limited. also
the president of the alumni associa-
tion, presided.

Vice president of the association,
Ali Ahmed, General Secretary Abdul
Khaleque Bhuiyan, Mustafizur
Rahman Khan, Kamal Uddin Ahmed
and Dilrose Mannan spoke at the
function among others,

Dr Salehuddin was appointed a
new governor of the BB onApril 28.
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Thundershowers ]jkely

1ill6,00pm today.

LOIMOITOW.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty:to squally
wind is likely at few places over Rajshahi, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions
andatoneor two places over Chittagong, Barisaland Khulna divisions

Mildl hit wave may continue over Khulna division and the regions
of Faridpur, Madaripur, Ishwardi, Noakhali and Patuakhall, met office
said predicting nearlyunchanged day temperature over the country.

Highest tempermture 38.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday at
Chuadanga and lowest 20 degree Celsius at Srimangol.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:34pm today and rises atS:16am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recordet in some
major citiesand towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 5.5 20.7 71 63
Chittagong 33.8 232 64 73
Rajshal 354 4.6 v 70
Khulna 6.0 26.4 4 72
Barisal 352 24.8 i 64
Sylhet 30.4 206 66 65
Cox's Bazar 34.5 27.0 70 74
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AURORA'S DEATH
Govt slated for
not observing
state mourning

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a meeting yesterday
slated the government for not
observing state mourning at the
death of Lt General Jagjit Singh
Aurora, commander of Bangladesh-
India Joint Forcesin 1971.

They said the government, in
fact, showed dishonour to the coun-
try's liberation war by not declaring
a state mourning at the sad demise
of Aurora.

The meeting was organised by
Muktijoddha Oikya Parishad, a
freedom fighters' organisation, in
memaory of Aurora at the Institution
of Engineersin thecity.

The government did not show
any respect to Aurora as the war
criminals are now in power, said
Awami League General Secretary
Abdul Jalil

"However the people of

Bangladesh are not ungrateful, they
will remember Aurora for his contri-
bution to our liberation war," he
asserted.
. Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Veena Sikri said the
people of Bangladesh has paid rich9
tributesto Auroraathis death.

For his great contribution to the
liberation war, Aurora will be ever
remembered by the people of India
and Bangladesh, sheadded.

AL Presidium Members Amir
Hossain Amu and Suranjit
Sengupta, Abdur Razzak MP, Syeda
Sajedal Chowdhury, Dr Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir, Bangladesh Workers'
Party | President Rashed Khan
Menon, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
President Hasanul Haque Inu,
General (retd) KM Shafiullah,
Barrister Amir-Ul-Islam, and
Muktijoddha Oikya Parishad
Chairman Mahbub Uddin Ahmed
alsospoke on the accasion.

BCL to form
separate DU
committee for
female members

DU '{.'Zonmmunm

A full-fledge committee of the
female members of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), Dhaka
University (DU) unit, will be formed
S00TL.

Party sources said BCOL parental
organisation Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina directed
BOL President Liagat Sikder and
General Secretary Nazrul [slam
Babu to form an independent com-
mittee for the DU unit female activ-
ists at an emergency meeting at the
SudhaSadan yesterday.

Emerging from the meeting,
Babu told The Daily Star that Hasina
directed them to form the commit-
tee to encourage the womnen partici-
pateindirect politics,

He said the central committee
would look after the activities of the
female committee,
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Hasina to
address
victory rally
in Ctg today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Sheikh Hasina will arrive in
Chittagong on a five-day visit.
She will address a rally at Laldighi
Maidan as the chief guest this after-
noon. She will also lead a procession
followed by the rally.

Chittagong Nagorik Committee
has organised the event to celebrate
the win of its candidate ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury in the
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
electiononMay9,

AL President Sheikh Hasina will
meet the members of different profes-
sional organisations at Chittagong
Circuit House in the evening and
Chittagong Nagorik Committee
10MOITowW.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Hasina willalso attend at the
concluding ceremony of the 49th con-
vention of the Institute of Engineers
Bangladesh (IEB) at IEB, Chittagong
Centretomarowaschiefguest.

BSEC chairman's
removal
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Employees of Bangladesh Steel and
Engineering Corporation (BSEC)
submitted a memorandum to the
prime minister on Wednesday
demanding removal of BSEC chair-
man for ‘corruption, anti-social
activities and acts against the interest
oftheorganisation.'

Prior to submitting the memoran-
dum, the BSEC employees laid asiegeto
the office of Chairman Mir Shakhawat
Hossain in the moming and damaged
theaoffice Stones.

They chanted slogans against the
chairman and the controller of
accounts for turning the BSEC into
‘one of the most undisciplined public
sectorenterprise.’

The employees also demanded
removal of Controller of Accounts
Apurba Kanchan Das Gupta, who
allegedly joined the corporation with
counterfeit CA certificate, said
President of BSEC Employees and
Workers Federation Mostafizur
Rahman Choudhury and acting
general secretary Abdul Hakim,

Former BNP
MP Laxmikanta
passes away

UNB, Dhaka

Former ruling party Babu Laxemikanta
Bal died at Azimpur here yesterday
maomingattheageof92.

Laxmikanta was elected MP from
Kotalipara-Rajoir seat of Gopalganj in
a by-election in 1982 on Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) ticket.

He left behind his three sons and a
daughter

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has
cx%mssed deep shock at the death of

uLaxmikantaBal

ProfMohammad Ansar Ali

Prof Mohammad
Ansar Ali, associ-
ate editor of
Banglapedia and
educationist,
J died of cardiae
i failure at the
National

: == Institute of
Cardio Vascular Diseases on Friday
attheageof 62, says a press release.

Prof Ali is survived by his wife,
threesons and a daughter.

He was buried at their family
graveyard on Friday after his namaj-
e-janaza at his village home at
Barbaika in Gazipur. His quikhwani
will be held at Barbaika after Asr

prayers tomomow.

Death anniversary

The second
death anniver-
SAry of
Afazuddin
Ahmed, former
1 general secre-
tary of Bangla-
desh Handloom
Board and an
Awami League leader of Narsingdi
district, will be observed today, says
apress release.

He passed away on this day of
2003 at Birdem Hospital in the city.

Heleft behind his wife, sixdaughters
and two sons.
On the occasion, a

Quarankhwani and feeding to the
destitute will be held at his village
home at Hasnabad under Raipura
upazila of Narsingdi district.
Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to pray for the
salvation of the departed soul.

Bimol Dutta

Today is the
second death
anniversary of
Professor Bimal
Dutta, a valiant
freedom fighter
and noted
journalist, says
\ a press release.

On the occasion, 2 Boishnob
Sheba and Gatie Vojon will be held at
EskonTemple on Bonogram Lane at
Wari inthe city.

Bimol Dutta is the son of Basonto

Kumar Dutta of Manikdi Asrambari.

ITAN/NEWS
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia addresses the inaugural session of the 49th conference of Engineers' Institution,

Bangladesh in Chittagong yesterday.
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WB seeks immunity as its
actions go against people

Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The World Bank (WB) seeks blanket
immunity in Bangladesh just to
protect itselfl from any legal pro-
ceedings against its anti-people
activities, speakers said at a discus-
sion at the LGED Bhaban in the city
yesterday.

The WB must not be treated as a
LN organisation, as it is a banking
institution, they said at the discus-
sion organised by Alliance against
World Bank Immunity in the wake of
possible passage of The Interna-
tional Financial Organisations
(Amendment] Act, 2004,

An amendment o The Interna-
tional Financial Organisations
Order of 1972, likely to be passed in

One shot in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unknown criminals shot and injured
asecurity guard of @ construction
companyin the city yesterday.

A gang of three stonmed the con-
struction site of Raja Niloy of Navana
Company at Mirpur Section 10 at
about 8:00am and searched for the
contractor who was asked by them a
few days back to pay them a hand-
sameamountintoll, sourcessaid.

As Mohammad Mamun, 28, could
not say anything about the where-
abouts of the contractor, the crimi-
nals shot him thrice from point
blank.

Mamun was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital where
hewas undergoing treatment.

the pariament, will provide the
Bank with "immunity from every
formoflegal process.”

"The WRB is eager for immunity as
it is aware that its actions go against
people'sinterests,’ sald Mohammad
Zakariaof Action Aid Bangladesh.

Terming the WB as an extension
of the US treasury, economist Pro-
fessor Anu Muhammad said the
bank has incurred huge damage to
the people's interests in the name of
development.

Ifthe Adamjee Jute Mills could be
laid down at the dictate of the WB on
the pretext that it had incurred aloss
of Tk 1200 crore, what should be the
fate of energy company Unocal that
caused adamage of Tk 6,000 crore in
the Magurchhara gas explosion, he
questioned.

Corrupt government officials
and politicians make the WB func-
tion possible, hesaicd.

The WB's hegemony is spon-
sored by the US hegemony, said Dr
Salimullah Khan, research director
ofCAAC.

Presenting the keynote paper,
Rezaul Karim Chowdhury of Supra
said theWB Country Director Chris-

. tine Wallich 'told a lie' when she

claimed on the BBC that the bank
has institutional immunity across
the world.

"It enjoys institutional immunity
onlyinGhanaand in the US," he said,

Citing a correspondence
between two ministers concerned,
Advocate Mizanur Rahman Apel
said the amendment in the immu-
nity bill has been prepared as per
dictation of the WB legal expert.

Such immunity goes against

peaple's aspirations, equity, justice
and democracy, said the executive
editor of the daily New Age, Nurul
Kabir, who moderated the discus-
sion.

If the WB works for welfare of the
people, why does it ask [or blanket
instimitional immunity in the frst

lace, Swapan Bhuyan of Bangla-
desh Krishak Federation wondered.

Granting institutionalimmumnity to
the WB will violate the canstitutional
rights of the people, speakerssaic.

Ahmed Swapan of Voice, Asst
Professor Zakir Hossain of Rajshahi
University, the Daily Sangbacd Exec-
utive Editor Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul,
among others, spoke on the occa-
sion.

2 killed in city
road accidents

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A 12-year-old boy and a woman
were killed in separate road acci-
dents inthecapilalvosténday

Police, said, my . lujdbrected hus
crushed Mohammad Ashraful, »
sweeper at Gabtoli Bus Terminid,
under the wheels at about 5:00am
when he was crossing the road at
Gabroliin Mirpur.

In the other incident, an uniden-
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tified woman aged about 40 was

rammed by an unknown vehicle af
about 10:00am while ¢rossing the

New Airport Road near the Khilkher -

Over Bridge inBadda.

They died on the spot. Police
later took the bodies to Dhaki
Medical College Morgue for autopsy.

PHOTO: STAR

Abdul Ahad Smritirakkha Parshad organises a discussion on noted Tagore song exponent Abdul Ahad at the Sufia
Kamal Auditorium at National Museum in the city yesterday. (From left) Professor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Mustafa
Nurullslam, Justice Habibur Rahman and Dr Anisuzzaman are seen.

INTER-SCHOOL DEBATE
3 adjudged best
debaters

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Sun Shine Grammar School, Bay View
Sehool, Oxbridge Schooland Summer
Flelds Sehool yesterday moved to the
next round of The Daily Star-Mutual
Trust Bank 5th [nter-School English
Debate Competitions.

On the second day yesterday at
Lions Foundation auditorium, Sun
Shine beat Green Vale while Bay View
outclassed Cider International and
Oxbridge defeated Bangladesh
ElementarySchoal.

Summer Fields got walkover
against Little Jewels School.

Faiz Chowdhury of Sun Shine,
Irfan Sagib of Cider International and
Juher Mehtab of Oxbridge were
adjudged the best debarers vesterday
intheirrespective meets,

University of Science and
Technology, Chittagong (USTC)
Professor Dr Pradip Ghaosh, BGC Trust
University Professor Dr Kanchan
Kumar Purahit and Education
Ministry official Sajjad Hossain Jamee
presided over the sessions.

The third day encounter of the
competition will be held tomorrow at
thesamevenue.

Drishty, an educational and cul-
tural organisation of the port city, has
organised theweeklong event,

Discussion

In observance of Intemational Family
Day, Lifs, in association with the United
Mations Infarmation Cantre, will hold a
discussion litied 'lmpact of HIV/Aids on
the welfare of the family." Venue: Arab
Mission Public School, Lalmatia. Tima:
11.00am.

Seminar

A dissemination seminar on Improved
weaning practices in urban areas
(hrotgh BCC' will be held with Dhaka
City Mayor Sadequs Hossain Khoka as
chiaf guest. Venue: Nagar Bhaban,
Time: 11.30am.

Pre-budget discussion

Media Network for Sustainable
Development organises a pra-budget
diseussion. Venue: Malional Press
Club. Time: 3.30pm.

)
Inauguration

The inaugural ceramony of locally
daveloped pre-pald meter, IPOWER will
be held with State Minister for Powar
lgbal Hasan Mahmud as chief guest.
Venue: Bust Councll Bhaban. Time:
12.00noon.
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Musical evening

Muldhara, a forum of writers, journalists
and artists, organises a musical
avening. Venue: House-15, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Time: 8.30pm.

Film show

Academy Film Sociaty will screen an
Australian thriller 'Funny Games.'
Venue: Academy Auditorium, 21/C
Jigatola. Time: 6,30pm.
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Investment seminar

Uttara University organises a seminar
on 'Investment potentials in enargy and
lextile sectors in Bangladesh.' Venue
House-24/A, Road-13/A, Seclor-6,
Uttara. Time: 3.00pm.

Film show

Academy Fllm Sociely will screen two
films titlad 'Raincoat’ and
'‘Demonlover,' Venue: Academy
Auditorium, 21/C Jigatola. Tima!
8.30pm and 8.30pm.




