iy putpose loan for i
salatted executives
Plesie wsiz o call emrr prewvenr pales di service eesee
at: Lobaka < W62, Chittageneg « TA0TS79

Sreepurin Gazipur districtyesterday
burst into violence as a few thou-
sand garment and transport work-
ers clashed with each other follow-
ing the death of a garment worker in
aroadaccident earlyyesterday,

More than 200 people, including

police and ansar personnel, were
injured and over 100 vehicles were
damaged during the five-hour
violencestarting at5am.
Communication between Dhaka
and 20 northern districts remained
snapped for about five hotirs as the
agitators blocked three kilometres of
the Dhaka-Mymensingh highway,

WORKER'S DEATH IN ROAD CRASH SPARKS 5-HR VIOLENCE

200 hurt, 100 vehicles
damaged in Sreepur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

stretching from the FS Sweater
Factory to local office of the Rural

Electrification Board in Keoa area.
Witnesses and police said
Habibur Rahman, 26, aworker ofthe
FS Sweater Factory, died on the spot
after an undetected vehicle had run
over him at about 5am. Another
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Garment workers enraged by the death of a coiléague, inset, in aroad mishap at Sreepur of Gazipur yesterday go on
the rampage, damaging over 100 vehicles on Dhaka-Mymensingh highway.

India to join
Nov 13-14
Saarc Summit

UNB, Dhata

India last night confirmed its partic-
ipation in the 13th Saarc (South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation)’ Summit in Dhaka
November 13-14 as proposed by
hostBangladesh.

Indian External Affairs Minister
Natwar Singh telephoned Foreign
Minister M Morshed Khan at about
9:30pm and said they want to attend
thesummitonthe proposed datesin

; SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

CJ should step
down, says
Rokanuddin

Chaos marks Bar
Council meet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The chief justice should step down
on cthical grounds as a former
additional judge of the High Court
(HC) has filed a case against him,
raising questions about his neutral-
ity, Vice-chairman of Bangladesh
Bar Council Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud said at a press briefing

yesterday.
Rokanuddin also demanded
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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The drawn out road-digging by Wasa toinstall sewer lines on Central Road, left, and in front of Willes Little Flnivqr School at Kakrail adds up to traffic conges-
tion on the city thoroughfares. Many other areas including Moghbazarand Gulshan also suffer this nuisance that typically starts ahead of the monsoon.

BDNEWS, Dhiaka

US Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asian Affairs Christina Rocca
yesterday said it will be a "hard job"
for Bangladesh to get duty-free
accesstothe US market,
| "I'mnotso hopeful, it'll be avery
| hard job, but you should keep try-
ing," Rocca was quoted as saying by
a leading businessman, who
attended a breakfast meeting with
her at the American Club in

DUTY-FREE ACCESS TO US MARKET

Hard job, but Dhaka
should not lose
heart, says Rocca

Gulshan,

Local apparel manufacturersand
exporters at the hour-long meeting
pleaded for Bush administration's
steps to waive $330 million paid as
duty every year for Bangladeshi
garments,

BGMEA President Annisul Hug,
BIMA President MA Awal, BKMEA
President Fazhul Hoque and Sohel F
Rahman of Beximeo Group and 1S
Ambassador Harry K Thomas

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Injured Bangladeshi
UN peacekeeper
dies in Congo

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One of the six Bangladeshi UN
peacekeepers injured in Thursday's
militia ambush in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo died at a
hospital in Bunia, principal town of
the trouble-tom Ituri region, early
yesterday.

Private (Gunner) Nur
Mohammad of Bangladesh Army
passed away at 1:00am from a severe
bullet-hit in the stomach, an Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
release said.

Nur hailed from Raipura upazila
of Narsingdi. He and five other
Bangladeshi blue-helmets were
wounded when alocal militia way-
laid their convoy at around 6:15
Thursday evening in Geti, some
50km off Bunia townin eastern Ituri,
according to ISPR and the United
Nations peacekeeping mission
(Monuc).

Some 40 blue-berets from
Bangladesh were travelling in the
convoy of two armoured cars and
four jeeps that came under the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

BOGRA ARMS HAUL
Cases in limbo
since Feb on
HC order

Oum CORRESPONDENT, Hogra

Alllower court proceedingsin Bogra
arms haul cases have remained
suspended since end-February ona
High Court rule nisi.

A High Court bench comprising
Justice Mohammad Abdur Rashid
and Justice Syed Rifat Ahamed on
February 27 stayed the proceedings
until disposal of a prayer by Atiqur
Rahman Dulu to cleat him of the
charges pressed in four cases lodged
inconnection to the haul.

Since then, all proceedingsinthe
cases under trial at the BFourth
Special Tribunal Court of Bogra have

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Move finally for green
signal to Korean EPZ

SHARIER KHAN

After keeping Korean investors in
limba for more than three years, the
government is finally considering
giving green signal to the country's
biggest and lone private Korean
Export Processing Zone (KEPZ) in
Chittagong.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia may
hold a meeting with the KEPZ
authorities later this month prior to
awarding them thelicence to launch
operation, sources at the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said.

The BNP-led four-party alliance

government has so far refrained
from awardingthis licence although
the KEPZ-- formed by Korean com-
pany Youngone-- has spent around
Tk 100 crore to develop the KEPZ
infrastructure located in a hilly site
bythe Karnaphuliriver.

Although there is no official
explanation for this, unofficiallyitis
said the BNP looks at the Koreans as
‘beneficiaries' of the previous
Awami League (AL} government.

The AL government handed over
2,500 acres of land to the Korean
investors and completed most
formalities to let them start the

KEPZ backin2001.

The KEPZ, by its size and invest-
ment profile, stands out from all
other EPZs in the country, It plans to
install 500 industrial units with an
investment of $1 billion and provide
jobs to morethanonelakhpeople.

Unlike the other EPZs, this
world-class export processing zone
lays out an ideal plan of having
dorms, recreational facilities like
golf course, school, training centres,
convention centres and guest
houses accommodating one lakh
people.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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