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4 000 children suffer from
treatable blindness

Says research
NamMuL HAQ

For the first time in his life Jalil, a
thirteen-year-ald boy, would be able
toattend aschool by mid-June,

Ever since his birth, he has been
visually impaired, which is why he
couldnotenrollinschool.

Thanks to a group of dedicated
eye specialists and social workers
who mutde it possible for Jalil to get
backhiseyesight.

Jalil and his sixteen years old
gister FHanifa of village Char
Kamalpur under Iswardi upazila in
Pabna along with eight other poor
children, also from the same

upazila, were operated at
" Bangladesh Eye Hospital (BEH) in
the cityyesterday.

The surgery on the visually
impaired poor children marked the
launching of a joint mission (o
perform about 200 cataract opera-
tions a year on children most of
whom remain sightless without
being treated.

In fact, BEH's mission opens the
door for ehildren to undergo surgery
for the first time in the country at
privatelevel

Accordingtoaleading researcher
on childhood blindness Dr M A
Muhit, founder of Child Sight
Foundation (CSF), there are an
estimated 40,000 children in the

country with the treatable disorder
thatlargelyoceurs at birth.

His two-year (2001-2003)
research for the UK-based
International Centre for Eye Health
(ICEH) also revealed that about 32
percent of all the childhood blind-
ness are preventable.

The CSE originated from TRIP
(turn research into project) concept
with the support of ICEH, has beena
partner with BEH to find out chil-
dren suffering from such treatable
disorders fromvillages.

The CSFwould bringand arrange
to sendvisually impaired children to
BEH for surgery onregular basis.

"As almost all the sufferers are
very poor, they can hardly afford to
seek treatment. Our vision and
mission is to find out these children
and correct their blindness free of
cost," said Shehab Chowdhury,
projectmanager of CSE

In fact, Hanifa and Jalil were
refused admission at the city's
Islamia Eye Hospital as they do not
have facilities and specialists to treat
children suffering from eyesight
disorders.

Md Hannan Sarder, father of Jalil,
said, "I have spent alot of money on
my children for their treatment. Last
year, I had come to Islamia Eye
Hospital but they refused.”

"Many children are deprived of

surgery facilities. My aim is to pro-
vide support to these children who
could get back eyesight. Through
today's (Thursday) launching
programme, [ want to treat as many
poor children as possible,” Dr
Mahbubur Rahman Chowdhury,
chairmanof BEH told The Daily Star.

To this effect BEH and Bank Asia
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) yesterday.

President and Managing
Director of Bank Asia Syed Anisul
Huq and Dr Mahbubur Rahman
signed the documents.

Dir Kazi Shabbir Anwar, a leading
paediatric ophthalmologist, and Dr
Niaz Rahman, an eye (retina) sur-
gean, werealso present.

Under the agreement, BEH
would provide all pessible institu-
tional support to perform, on an
average, 20 surgeries a month while
the Bank Asia would sponsor the
cost of the surgeries as part of their
commitment to such socidl causes.

Around Tk 10,000 is needed ro
treat each patient including the cost
aof the lens and eyeglass, three-day
stayinhospital and medicines.

Dr Mahbubur Rahman also
offered his residence at Jhigatola to
gaecommodate the increasing
numbers of the poor children
comingfor surgeries,
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia speaks at the Bangladesh Nationalist Party Parilameniary Party (BNPPP) meeting at the

Sangsad Bhaban in the city yesterday.

Japan to continue efforts for
UNSC membership

Ambassador tells seninar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[apanese Ambassador Matsushiro
Horiguchi said that his country
would work untiringly to secure a
permanent seat in the United
Nation'sSeeurity Council,

- "We believe it is appropriate and
just for us (Japan) to demand a
permanent membership in the
Security Council as it will be the best
interest of the UN and the interns-
tional community as a whole,” said
Hariguchi whilehe was addressinga
seminaratacity hotel,

Japan Study Centre (ISC)
programme under Dhaka University
organised the seminar on 'Japan's
roleinAsiaand the United Nations',

"In order to respond effectivelyto
the various challenges that the
wurld is now facing today, the UN
needs to be reformed so that it
reflects the current global realities,"
said the Japanese ambassador.

Horiguchi said 166 member
countries of the UN voiced the need
for reforms in Security Council and
113 favoured expansion of both the
permanent and non-permanent
categories of the UN Security
Council.

He said Japan is now contribut-

ing 20 percent of the UN's regular,

budget, which is more than the four
permanent Security Council mem-
bers-- the UK, France, Russia and
Chinacombined.

Speaking as chief guest,
University Grants Commission
Chairman Prof M Asaduzzaman
said Japan deserves to be a perma-
nent member of the reformed UN
Security Couneil.

Prof Dr Ataur Rahman, founding
director of the JSC, in his paper said
that Japan's intent to become a
permanent member of the UN
Security Council could be seen in
the changed global security context.

Its membership in the reformed
Security Council could contribute
effectively to the global peace and
seeurity, headded.

Prof. Rahman said the centre of
gravity in terms of econoimic power
is moving from the west (o the east
gradually where Japan played the
Ieadership role.

Speaking as special guest, Dhaka
UniversityVice Chancellor Prof SMA
Faiz said the world will be much
more secure than today if Japan
becomes permanent memberof the
Security Couneil.

He said Japan's demand for a
permanent membership in the
Security Council is very legitimate as

it has been playing a significant role
as a development pariner of many
developing countries, including
Bangladesh.

Later, certificates were distrib-
uted among the students of first and
second batch of]SC.

BCL activist
beaten up at
DU hall

DU CORRESPONDENT

An activist of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) was beaten up
severely by her party leader at the
Bangladesh-Kuwait Moitri Hall of
Dhaka University on Wednesday
night.

Sources said hall unit BCL
President Sharmin Jahan beat up
Hafsa Hai, asecond year student of
Philosophy and resident of room
10 406, as she refused to join the
party procession on the campus in
the day.

Talking to the reporters, Hafsa
alleged that Sharmin had been
threatenifigher not to disclose the
ingident,

“I have macle complaints to the
proctor and the hall provost
demanding punishment of
Sharmin," she said, adding, "I have
been feeling insecure after her
thrents,"

When asked, Sharmin said she
did not beat up Hafsa, but admit-
ted that she had an altercation
with her.

UNB, Diaka

Mild heat wave may continue

'HER

today.

over the country.

[omorraow.

Rain or thundershowers accaompanied by temporary gusty or squally
wind is likely at one or two places over Rajshahi, Dhaka, Khulna and
Sylhet divisions and the regions of Noakhali and Comilla till 6:00pm

Mild heat wave, which is sweeping over Khulna and Rajshahi divi-
sions and the regions of Faridpur, Madaripur and Dhaka may con-
tinue, Met Office said predicting nearly unchanged day temperature

Highest temp'em ture 38.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday at
Rajshahi and lowest 19.2 degree Celsiusat Sitakundu,
The sun sets in the capital at 6:33pm today and rises at 5:17am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
majorcities and towns yesterdaywere:

City/ Town Temperature Humidityin
inCelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 352 26.6 68 76
Chittagong T 238 75 61
Rajshahi 38.0 26.6 73 59
Khulna 35.6 28.2 Bl 73
Barisal 45.4 283 it B2
Sylhet )2 19.5 73 64
Cox's Bazar 34.8 27.4 it 79

Memo not to pass
immunity bill

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alliance against World Bank
Immunity yesterday submitted a
memaorandum to the Speaker of the
parliament urging the government
not to pass the immunity bill as it
would go against the constitution.
The organisation yesterday also
declared from a rally that it would
chalk out countrywide massive
agitation programmes if the govern-
ment pass the bill giving blanker
immunity to theWorld Bank (WB).
"Once the immunity to WH is
given, no individuals or organisa-
tions would be able to sue the WB

Obituary

Khan Shabab Murshid, the only son
of economist Dr KAS (Firdous)
Murshid and artist Shameem
Subrana, passed away at Pnomm
Penh in Cambodia on May 10, says a
pressrelease.

Khan Shabab Murshid is the
grandson of Professor Khan Sarwar
Murshid, an eminent educationist
and late Nurjahan Begum.

The body of Khan Shabab
Murshid will be flown in Dhaka at
12:00 noon today (Friday) and taken
to his grandfather's residence at
Gulshan Road 121, House21, Apt. C4.

His namaz-e-janaza will be held
at Azaad Masjid (Gulshan) after Asr
prayers today.

Qulkhwani of Khan Shabab
Murshid will be held at the Gulshan
residence after Asr prayers tomor-
row (Saturday).

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers have been requested (o
attend the janaza and Quikhwani
and pray for the salvation of his
departed soul.

even if the basic constitutional rights
are adversely affected by the WB
activities, the memorandum said.

The bill, likely to be named "The
International Financial
Organisations (Amendment) Act,
2004" is expected to be placed for
enactment in the running partia-
ment session that started yesterday.

Priorto submitting the memorin-
dum, the alliance against WB
Immumnity, a forum of about 50
organisations, held a rally at
Shahbaghin the city yesterday.

Police barred the procession at
Shahabag yesterday noon while it
was heading towards the Speaker's
office.

Later, a five-member delegation
of the alliance went to the Speaker
Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar and
submitted the memorandum in
presence of the deputy Speaker
Akhtar Hamid Siddiqui.

Speakers at the rally said the
immunity would harm people's
basic right to go for legal action
againstWB affecting oursovereignty:

Ifthe government gives the immu-
nity, WB will use Bangladesh as an
example in creating pressures on
other poar nations to give it immu-
nity, theysaid.

Amaong other leaders of the alli-
dance, Aminur Rasul, Rezaul Karim
Chowdhury, Sharif A Kafi and Ahmed
Shawponaddressed the rally.

The leaders have declared
programmes from the rally, urging
every citizen (o take part, that include
a citizens' protest rally tomorrow at
LGED auditorium in Agargaon at
10:00am and demonstration rallies
from May 15 to 18 at Shahbagh at
3:00pm everyday in protest against
the immunity toWB.

Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPH) also expressed concern over
the government's initiative to give
immunity to theWBorIME

“The blueprint that the govern-
ment is designing by giving immu-
nity to the WB is a conspiracy to sell
the country to the empirical power
and we must resist it through united
movements," €CPB President
Mnnjurul Ahsan Khan said at the
party's central committee meeting at
itsoffice.

National Committee to protect
Oil-Gas and Electricity-Port and
Conosanghoti Andolon also pro-
tested the government's initiative to
giveimmunity to the WH,

Gonosanghoti Andolon will stage
anagitation rallyin the city today.

SAVAR FACTORY COLLAPSE .. i+
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Garment workers
lay siege to court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Garment workers [aid siege (o the
Dhaka District Court yesterday,
demanding stern punishment of the
owner of the collapsed Spectrum
garments factory in Savar, while
elsewhere across the city other work-
ers' rights groups expressed their
outrage overthetragicaceident.

Around one hundred garment
workers, organized by Jatiya
Garments Sramik Jote and
Bangladesh Garments and Industrial
Waorkers Federation, brought out a
procession at 11:15pm from the
Muktangnon, marching through Nur
Hossain Square, Gulistan, Bangsal
antl Nababpurroad. Chantingslogans
against the owner of the factory, they
eventually reached the court premises
at noan, where a large contingent of
police helel them back from entering
thecourt.

They blamed the government and
the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters'
Association (BGMEA) for [iling to
look after the victims' families and
inj workers, and also insisted the

gnvmlmmthnpm the death penalty
on OWNEr,

Meisgood news tharthe ownerwas
mptun.'d but we demand that the
guw:*nmenl impose the highest

punishment,” said Amirul Flug Amin,
general secretary of Jatiya Garment
Sramik Federation.

He added, "Now many workers
can not work or join any garment
factory as their hands, legs and other
parts of their bodies are paralysed. But
the government and owners have not
taken any steps to provide them
proper freatment.”

In other actions, Garment Sramik
and Shilpa Rakkha Jatiya Mancha
submitted a memorandum to the
deputy commissioner demanding the
highest punishment for the collapsed
factory.

In the memorandumn, the leader of
the Jatiya Mancha demanded Tk 5
lakh as compensation for each of the
families of the dead, saying that Tk 1
lakh is not enough, and also
demanded Tk 3 lakh for each of the
handicapped workers and Tk | lakh
foreachoftheinjured workers.

Yet another organisation, Shadhin
Bangla Garments Sramik-
Karmachary Federation, also formed
a human chain in front of the High
Court, demanding the highest pun-
ishment of the owner of the collapsed
factory.

They threatened the government
withtougher agitationsif the ownerof
thecollapsed factory is released.

D

Y STAR-MUTUAL BANK SCHOOL DEBATE

air and healthy debate to
sﬁl‘engthen human quality'

Smgp CORRESPONDENT, Cry

Spe&m at a function here yester-
dayemphasised the need for fairand
healthy debates to strengthen
human quality and establish the
Enupemf!ugfchorderlu help build a
el:tc rsociety.
ey were speakingat the inaugu-
ral an of The Daily Star-Mutual
t Bank 5th Inter School English
Debate Competition.

East West University Professor
Abdul Mannan formally inaugurated
the weeklong event at Shilpakala
Academy, which was organised by
Drishty, an educational and cultural
arganisation of the porteity:

"Debate fourishes the inherent
strength of human being," said
Prafessor Mannan, the former vice
chancellor (VC) of Chittagong
University.

He said a logical society, ifwe can
build one, might play a pivotal role to
oot out many evils suchas terrorism,
violence and carruption.

"And it's the younger generation
who can actually make the impossi-
ble happen,” he added.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Premier University VC Professor
Anwarul Azim Arif said, "We have
long been engaged in debates on
different issues since the independ-
ence but those were proved as no
good for the country."

Now;, what we need most is a
logical society to move forward by
leaving aside petty differences and
interests, headded.

Drishty Debate Club Chairperson
Safia Rahman presided over the
sessionwhile Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
former president Engineer Ali
Ahmad addressed it as special guest.

Fourdebates were held on the first
day in which Summer Fields Schoal,
Bangladesh Elementary School, Bay
View Schoaol and Oxbridge
International School have emerged
victoriousin their respective meets.

Engineer Ali Ahmad, Alliance
Franeaise Executive Dr Gurupad Palit
and Premier University Professor
Nadia Rahmuan presided over the
debate sessions while the judges
were Ashraful Karim Ronny and
Mainul HossainSohel.
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US Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia Christina Roccacalledon Leader ofthe Opposition in Parliament and
AwamiLeague President Sheikh Hasina at her Sudha Sadan residence inthe city yesterday.

JS WOMEN'S RESERVE SEATS

Govt changes policy to aV01d
direct election

MAHBUBA ZANNAT

The government has changed the
National Policy for the Development
of Women excluding the much-
talked-about direct election to
reserve seats for women in parlia-
ment.

In the change made in May 2004,
there is no context about the direct
election. Rather it said, " Different
steps, including an increase of the
reserve seats for women, will be
taken for their greater participation
inparliament."

The women and children affairs
ministry changed the policy without
any consultation with the rights
organisations in the face of the
repeated demand for direct election
ta the reserve seats forwomen in the
Jatiya Sangsad.

While at the time of declaring the
palicy in March 1997, itwas stated in
the last section of the paragraph
eight thae '[nitiatives will be taken to

go fordirect election to the extended
reserve seats for women before the
ending of the tenure of parliament
in2001.

The change in the section has
created uncertainty about the direct
eléction to reserve seats for women
inparliament.

When asked about the change,
Secretary of the Women and
Children Affairs Ministry
Mohammad Abdur Rashid Sarkar
said the government has changed its
policy, so this change has occurred.

He could not tell anything more
about this change saying that he was
notawareof it.

Death anniversary

Today is the second death anniver-
sary of Captain (Retd) MN [slam and
his wife Shova Islam, says a press
release.

On the occasion. Qurankhwani,
milad mahfil and doa will be held at
their village home mosque in
Mymensinghafter Juma prayers,

Begum Lutfunnessa

Today is the third death anniversary
of Begum Lutfunnessa, wife of late
Tofazzal Hossain and mother of
architect Rabiul Flosain, says a press
release.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at her residence and
Kushtia Jame Masjid after Juma

prayers.

Qulkhwani

Quikhwani of M A Halim, former
joine secretary of finance ministry
and father of Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote Generul Secretary
Tarana Halim, at his residence at
Road No-3, House 24-A,
Dhanmondi in the city after Asr
prayers today, says a pressrelease.

AbdulMalekAkhand

Qulkhwani of Abdul Malek Akhan,
a former navy official, will be held at
his 75, North Road, Dhanmondi
residence inthe city after Asr prayers
today, says a press release,

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
qulkhwaniand pray for the departed
soul.

Malek died on Tuesday at his
residence atthe age of 70.

He left behind his wife and 2
children to mourn his death,

Chehlum

Chehlum of
Haji Adam Al
Khan, a Pirojpur
district Awami
League leader
and father of
former DUJ
leader Obaidul
Hagque Khan,
will be held today, suys a press
release,

On the oecasion, a Qurankbwani
and milad mahfil will be held at his
village home at Mothbaria and
South Moniptir Mosque in the ity
after Juma prayers today,

Meanwhile, different women's
rights organisations, at a press
conference, yesterday expressed
deep concern over the change in
the policy.

The women leaders said The
National Policy for the
Development of Women was
initiated to ensure women's equal
rights in education, health, food,
security and economic activities.

They said the women commu-
nity took the policy as a step
towards their political empower-
ment.

"But the change, neglecting the
demands of different women's
rights arganisations, is a setback
for them. It is totally undemo-
crdatic, uneven and vague as it was
made without any discussion with
the rights organisations, " said Co-
ordinator of Nari Progoti Sangha
Shahnaz Shumi while reading out
awritten statement.

“The government submitted a
report to the United Nation's

CEEDAW committee in July 2004.

There was o commitment in the
report for quick direct election to

the reserve seats for women in
parliament. But there is nothing
about the direct election in the
amendment,” said General
Secretary of Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad Ayesha Khanam.

The parishad senta letter to the
ministry protesting the change in
the policy, she added.

On behalf of the Social
-Resistance Committee, 30 rights
organisations organised the prass
conference demanding discus-
sions with the women's rights
organisations before making any
changein the policy. |

They also demanded direct
election to the wornen's mscﬂ«
seats in the ]S after raising the:n‘al
seatstoone hundred.

Mahila Parishad President
Hena Das and Viee- prcsidcpr
Mamtaz Begum, Executive
Dirgctor af Karmojibi Nari Rokeya
Rafique Baby, Vice- president of
Mahila Muktijoddha Sangsad_
Makhduma Nargis and Advocate
Howshan Jahan were also present
at the press conference.
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Mahila Parishad President Hena Das hands over a crast to noted littarateur
Sarder Fazlul Karim ata ceremony organised on the occasion of celebrating
his 80th birth anniversary at TSC Cafeteria in the city yesterday.

Tagore songs

Bulbul Academy of Fine Arls arganises
4 session of Tagore songs to mark the
144th birth anniversary of poel
Rabindranath Tagore, Vanue: Bafa
Auditorium, Wiseghat. Time: 10.00am.

Drama

The Nalykendra, a theatrs group, wil
slage a drama litled 'Projapati’
(Butterfly) directed by Tarique Anam

Hall of the Shilpakala Academy, Segun
Bagicha. Time: 7.00pm,

Film show

World Literature Centre will sereen a film
litted 'Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter" by
Kim-Ki-Dik. Vapue: Film Circle
Auditorum, Bangla Motor. Time: 6.00pm.

Indian film show

The High Commission of Indla will
screen a film tiled 'Chokher Ball!
Venua: Indian Cultural Centre
Auditorium, House-25, Road-96,
Gulshan-2. Time: 6.00pm."

Academy film show

Academy Film Society will sergan two
films titled 'Farge’ and 'Romarn Holiday"
Venue: Agademy Auditorium, 21/C
Jigatola, Time: 3.30pmand 6.30pm.

Painting exhibition
A solo exhibition of paintings by

ez e
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Khan, Venue: Experimental Thealre -

Ashraful Hasan will be Inaugurated.
Venue: Alliance Francaise Gallery,
Dhanmendl. Time: 6.00pm. The
exhibition will remain open till May 30
from 8.00am to 12.00noon and from
5.00pm to 8.00pm dally.

Discussion

Adiscussion and cultural function will be
held o mark the 79th birth anniversary
af noted literataur Dr Shamsuddin Abul
Kalam, Vanue: National Musaum,
Shahbagh. Time: 4.45pm.

Ex-cadets® meeting

The biennial elaction and general
meeling of Bangladesh Ex-cadals
Association will be held with Water
Resaurces Minister Hafiz Uddin Ahmed
as chiaf guest. Venue: RAOWA Club,
Mohakhali. Tima: 2.00pm.

Get-together

Central Kachi-Kanchar Mela organises
agel-ngetharto mark ihe Mother's Day,
Venue: Kach-Kancha Bhaban, Sequn
Bagicha. Time: 10,30am.

Rally

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
organises a rally demanding the
cancellation of Indian River Linking
Project. Venue: Shahbagh Crossing.
Time: 10.00am.




