Rocca arrives
in Dhaka

To meet Khaleda,
Hasina today

UNB, Dhaka

US Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asia Christina Rocea arrived
in Dhaka yesterday on a two-day
official visit to review the Dhaka-
Washington bilateral relations.
she will also discuss regional
issues and Middle East peace plan
with Bangladesh leaders during her
stay in Dhaka, official sources said.
The sources told the private news
agency that Rocca would hold meet-
ings with PForeign Minister M
Morshed Khan and' other high
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

AHMADIYYA PUBLICATIONS
HC extends stay
on govt ban

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
extended the stay on the govern-
ment ban on Ahmadiyya publica-
tions until the disposal of a writ
petition filed tochallenge the ban.

The HC division bench of Justice
ABM Khairul Hag and Justice ATM
Fazle Kabir passed the order follow-
ing a petition that sought extension
of the stay, which was valid until
May 16.

The government on January 8
last year banned Ahmadiyya publi-
cations in an act against the coun-
try's rights and civil society groups,
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JS session
starts today

STARF CORRESPONDENT

Parliament goes into session today
afternoon when obituary reference
“at thedeaths ‘of main  Opposition
Awami League (AL) lawmaker and
veteran politician Abdus Samad
Azad and ruling BNP lawmaker
Shamsuddin Ahmed Eshak will be
adopted.

AL will decide whether they will
join the session after discussing the
matter at the working committee
meeting this morning; said a senior
ALlawmaker.

The Al boycotted the last session
and did not join the obituary refer-
ence at the death of their lawmaker
and former finance minister Shah
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Big plan for

next ADP

Upcoming polls to influence size

RejAuL KARIM BYRON

The government plans a Tk 24,000
crore Annual Development
Programme {ADDP) for the next fiscal
year, 10 percent higher from this
fiscal year's, in wview of the next
national elections, sourcessaid.

The current ADP of Tk 22,000
crore may be trimmed down to Tk
20,500 crore after the ongoing
review. Again, with the elections in
mind, the local currency compo-
nent of the ADP may be jacked up,
planning ministry sources said. But
the foreign currency component

may bereduced by Tk 1,500 crore.

The ADP figures will be finalised
after Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman returns from the US next
Saturday. The National' Economic
Council will approve the ADPs on
May24.

The current ADP has Tk 14,500
crore inlocal currency and Tk 7,500
crorein foreign currency.

"Slow foreign aid disbursement
because of negotiation delays has
necessitated the cut in the ADB"
saida planning ministry source.

"We are under tremendous
pressure from ministers and law-

makers to increase expenditure in
their constituencies ahead of the
election,"headded.

The finance minister held' a
meeting with the ministry's
resoliice committee to discuss the
next budget and ADP revision, After
the meeting, the finance ministry
asked the planning ministry to
formulate the new ADP Keeping in
mind aTk 24,000 crorc outlay.

During a pre-budget meeting
between Saifur and lawmakers last
month, the public representatives
demanded at least Tk 1 crore
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READY RELIEF:
Three children get
sprinkled to their
heart's content
during a roadside
shower at Eskaton
Garden in Dhaka
to beat the sizzling
summer heat for
the last few days.
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Foreign investment
grows by 60pc

From $268.92m in 2003 to
$431.35m in '04, says Bol

Jasmi UDDIN KHAN

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
grew by a robust 60,40 percent in
2004.

According to a Board of
Investment (Bol) survey,
Bangladesh received FDI worth
$431.35 million last year, up from
the previous year's $268.92 million.

In addition, the Export
Processing Zones (EPZs) received
another §1564.13 million lastyear.

Sources said investors from 23
countries registered with the Bol
forinvestment during the year.

Investors from Norway invested
£175.70 million in 2004 followed by
those from the United Kingdom
(572.86 million), Malaysia (538.97
million), Ganada ($ 29.19 million)
and Egypt($19.96 million).

Investors from Denmark,
Switzerland, China, Germany and
Hong Kong are the major investors
who registered with the Bol.

There was poor response [rom

the USA, Netherlands, Japan, South
Korea and France although the
cumulative investment from these
countriesis veryhigh.

Netherlands'* total investment
until now stands at $602.51 million,
USA $585.722 million, Japan
$185.194 million, South Korea
£107.72 million and French $100.24
million.
w0 Bl sources said the bullish FDI
growth can be achieved as foreign
investors showed interest in capital
intensive energy, telecom and
textile sectors.

The board expects the FDI this
year to outgrow last year with a
number of big league players such
as Tata, Orascom and Signtel are
likely to invest.

A high official of the Bol told
with The Daily Star yesterday that
industrial majors have shown
interest this year in power genera-
tion, coal mining, fertiliser and
cement.
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Nagoya 461 8650 Japan-.-_ls the

il i
_ ole Owner and the Proprietor of the Trade Mark which related to Bigen
. Speedy Hair Color Condltloner, Blgen Permanent Powder Halr Color and

___-"otherBsgen Products. {5

TR

R

S.B. Distribution

The imitation Blgen Speedy Hair Color *
Conditioner that is available in the market
can be easily recognized from the face of
box without "the Picture of Herb" as
shown on the product.The aforesaid owner
claims all rights in respect of the above
Trade Mark and will take all legal steps
againét person, firm, etc, who import or sell
the imitation product in Bangladesh.

Hoyu Co, Ltd is marketing Bigen Speedy
Hair Color Conditioner, Bigen Permanent
Powder Hair Color and other Bigen
products in Bangladesh through the
following official distributor.

JCD activist
killed in Rab

'‘crossfire’

UNB, Narsingdi

A JCD activist was killed and two
others were injured in a 'shootout’
with' Rab at Kararchar in' Shibpur
uparilayesterday, police said.

They said Nazmul, 32, vice-
president of JCD Char Sindhur unit,
was caught in the 'crossfire’ and
died instantly, He hailed from Malita
village of Palash upazila.

His two colleagues in the ruling
BNP-backed student body--Sohel of
Balia village in Palash and Dulal of
Bagdi area--were injured and
arrested.

Police said one 6.5bore foreign:
made pistol with a bullet was
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Sultry weather
makes city life
intolerable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The mercury yesterday rose to 39.4
degrees Celsius, the highest rise so
far this season, sending people on
the streets panting for water and
cool air.

A mild heat wave, the met office
said yesterday, hitmost of the north-
ermn districts, restricting people's
movement particularly during mid-
day when the heat from the sun was
atits peak.

“It's too hot for me. 1 drank one
can [plastic litre bottle] of water an
hour ago but my body still seems to
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' HSC exams

begin today

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Higher Secondary Certificate
(HSC) examinations 2005 begin
today under seven general educa-
tionboards ofthe country:

Alim, Fazil and Kamil examina-
tions under the Madrasa Education
Board and business administration
examinations under the Technical
Education Board also begin at the
same time.

A total of 497,911 candidates
under all the nine boards will appear
forthe examinations this year.

422,474 candidates will appearin
the HSC examinations under the
seven general education boards,
while 27,385 candidates will appear
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Govt to probe deaths
in Rab crosstire

Decides cabinet commitiee

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Amidst controversies over extra-
judicial killings, the government
yesterday decided to conduct exec-
utive enquiry into the deaths in
"crossfire" with Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab).

"We will conduct executive
enguiry. into the incidents,” State
Minister for Home Lutfozzaman
Babar told journalists after a- meet-
ingof the cabinet committee on law
andorder,

"The enquiry will start shortly,"
hesaid.

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan who
chaired the meeting said an enquiry
would take place to examine
whether the incidents of death were
intentional.

Available statistics show more
than 80 people were killed in Rab
“crossfire" since the anticrime force
went into action on March 26 last
year, ’ v
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4 suicide blasts
kill 71 in Iraq

REUTERS, Baghdad

Four suicide bombs killed atleast 71
people in Iraq yesterday, the latest
attacks in an escalating campaign of
guerrilla violence that has killed
nearly400 Iragis since anew govem-
mentwasunveiled two weeks ago,

In Saddam Hussein's hometown
of Tikrit, a suicide car bomber blew
up his vehicle among a crowd of
mainly Shia migrant labourers from
southern Irag who had gnl.humd to
lookforwork, . |

Police said atleast 33 people were
killed and 80 wounded.

A policeman at the scene of the
blast in Tikrit, 175 km (110 miles)
north of Baghdad, said the explosion
was near a police station but the
targetwas the crowd ofworkers.

"What I saw was a tragedy,” said
Ibrahim Mohammed, a migrant
worker from the town of Kut who
witmessed the blast. "Some people
had theirheads torn off by the explo-
sion, some were bumed, some were
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Create. Be eminent.

In association with the Institute of Architects Bangladesh
2nd Berger Young Architects’ Award 2005

Submission Requirements:
Each entry must be accompanied by the prescribed Entry Form given by Berger (Entry

K.
BERGER

Trusted Worldwide

yArchitects'

Categories of Competition: Any architectural project in Bangladesh.

The Awards: Best three
Entries selected as best by the jury will be awarded a prize money of Tk. 50, 000 (Fifty s
thousand), a crest and a certificate. - :

i Eligibility: Any member of the Institute of Architects Bangladesh (IAB), age maximum

i 40 (forty) years on June 30, 2005 or below, is eligible to participate. {
Documentary evidence like passport/ birth certificate issued by the municipai -

authority/ academic certificate/ driving license (attested photocopy) should be

submitted as proof of age.

~Award 2005

In association with IAB

Forms are available at IAB office).

Each entry shall comprise not more than 4 (four) A2 size sheets.

Each entry shall include the project related drawings (Plan, Elevation, Section, Details),
information and photographs. ;
Fach participant may submit more than one project.

Four to die for
rape, murder |
in Bagerhat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna | |

Telephone No. 7315271, 7315492
7318843,7313539

Four people were sentenced to ||
death by a court al Bagerhat yester- ||
day in the sensational’ Komorpur | |
gangrape and murder case.

The condemned convicts are
Iddris Shaikh, 28, of Sadar upazila,
Shajahan Howlader, 34, of Kachua
upazila, Lutfor Joarder, 34, of
Swarankhola upazila, and Majnu
Howlader alias Sentu, 32, of
Patharghata in Barguna. Of them,
Iddris and Shajahan were in the
dock, while Lutfor and Majnu
remained absconding.

Two other accused in the same |
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Ihterested architects are requested to submit their entries by June 30, 2005 (Between 2pm
and 8 pm)to: + i

Award-Coordinator

Berger Young Architects' Award

C/o- Institute of Architects Bangladesh (IAB)

House # 11, Road # 4, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205, Bangladesh

Hoyu Go., Ltd. Nagc yz_;.\, Japan,
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