‘Democracy upheld, pe
the ultimate winners’

CCC polls a lesson for our politicians: Fema

SHAHIDUL ISLAM

‘The much-talked-about
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) election has set an extraor-
dinarystage and example, though
with many raised eyebrows, for
the next general elections, people
oftheportcityopined.

"The election is unique in
many ways, The most salient
feature is democracy was upheld
despite few attempts of unfair

means. The people's desire and
the verdict weren't defeated as
well," said poet Quamrul Hassan
Badal.

He finds people as the ulti-
mate winners in this ‘historic'
election: as they overcame all
kinds of pressures and lures."

Member of Fair Election
Monitoring Alliance (Fema) Md
Imam Hossain Chowdhury dis-
covers laudable roles of the Chief
Election Commissioner, local

4/

political leaders, the army and
police.

Imam is little doubtful
whether the positive features of
CCC pollswill have anyimpactin
thenext parliamentary elections.
"Yet, this particular election has
delivered many lessons for our
politicians," he obscrves.

AKM Jashim Uddin, AVP and
Manager of Mutual Trust Bank
CDA Avenue Branch, thinks the
CCC election has many reasons

tobean exemplary one.

"First of all, it established
once again that people are the
rightful owners of their votes.
Secondly, the voters weren't
worried at all about the reports
on manipulation, rumours or
other indications and exercised
their franchise freely. Thirdly, it
gave stunning impressions that
an election can be won without
terrorisi and criminals' help,"
he sumsup,

Free books for
street urchins

Bang?adesh Muslim Welfare Somety a
voluntary organisation, on Thursday
distributed books to 100 street urching
- a8 part of its weeklong programme {o
. bringthe poor children under literacy.
. Secretary, general of the organisa-
tion, M Nazimuddin Chowdhury. Annel
inaugurated the programme, Society's
former. chalrman Muhamimad Mohsin

' Ghowdhury, programme coordinator M

Haider Ali, city unit president Advocate
~ Harun Bin Rashid and Maulana
Mohammad Waib addremed the func-
. tion,

. The speakers at the book st
o tiun ceremony said “Education is not a

acility but a right. The book distribution
programme  will' help enlighten: the
* have-not. children and guide’ them
 towards anewlife," theyadded, !
"About 25,000 children of the city will b

Free medical
servicefor
pregnant mothers

:Chﬂtagong Gity D&rparatlm {C{:C} on

Thursday Taunched frea home delivery
medical service for pregnant mothers
Iving inslums.

Mayor ABM ‘Mohiuddin Chowdhury
inaugurated the service by providing an
ambulance equipped with modem and
required medical facilities fo the author-
ities of Memon Maternity Hospital,

“The launching of this senvice is

Jindeed @ remarkable step in 1ha;3
hiealtheare sector in Chittagong and it

will provide services to the poor and
distrassed ‘pregnant. mothers ai thelr
hamusfmeufmst, hesaid,

He sald. Ifanydmmultyoremargency'
arises duﬁng the service, C{:Cw:ﬂ bear,

allme axpunsesmqulmti
Comoration' slie:almmajrsndnw [}r
Ej'eda Noorjatian Bhuiyan, acting - chief

. executive officer Abul Kashem, chiet heaith
afﬁmrDrSaffnm]mmﬁmmmrme '
chiet engineer Mokitar Alam and Mémon

hospital consultant Dr. Prti Barua were
premtlnﬂmftmim

Save USTG

The teachers, students, officials and

employees of the University of Seience

and Technu!agy, Chittagong (USTC) here |
on Wednasday criticised the undesired

intervention of some BMA leaders into
its internal afiairs. ;
At apress conference at Chittagong

Press Club, they said that a section of
Bangladesh Medical Association (BMA):

Ipaders intervened into the intemal

affairs of the university and hampered

its ac’tmtlesmquenﬂy

- They called ‘upon the peapia of!
Chittagong to come forward to resist the

b narmw mﬂhcs trt a vestecl inlerest .

:canada has iaken up a pmiect l[uad_

Mohammad Hossain, a com-
puter engineer, believes
Mohiuddin Chowdhury's per-
sonal image has earned victory
forhim.

"It is his personal image, not
partisan identity that made the
win so easy. The election proved
another fact -- the candidate has
got to be honest and pro-people
towinanyelection," Hossain said
adding that the CCC polls was
heldinafree and fairmanner.

Clockwise from top left:
Nagorik Committee
mayoral candidate ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury
speaks in front of the
returning officer's office
at midnight on Monday;

women wait in queue to
cast their votes, punish-
ment for casting false
votes, Awami League
lawmaker Shahjahan
Khan shakes hands with
Jamaat lawmaker
Shahjahan Chowdhury in
front of a polling centre
and a woman polling
agent of Mohiuddin
Chowdhury complains to
a magistrate as she was

not allowed to

tre.

Photos:

quarterwith the university and saveit.
. USTC Students* Welfare Council Vice
President’ Kamanashish Barua' (BBA)
read out the written statement at the
press conference. where Internee
Doctors Association President Dr.
Sheikh Mirajul Islam, Dr. Masudul Hasan
Al Dr.. Sahad Kashem, Suprateem
Barua, Sotimen Palit, Nobel Barua and
AhdullahSaklwerapresmL :

Canada to prumo_te

.export of dev

cnunmes

"Export. Development Corporation
(EDC)" to promote expoft of developing
countnas.

| Canadian’ High! Cammiss]oner in--_
Ban;]ladash David Sprawd said this at 4

courtesy meeting with Chittagong
] it .

enter

Polytechnic polling cen-

ZOBAER HOSSAIN SIKDER

Chamber of Commerce and Industy

{CCCH) presidium here onWednesday,
Under. the project 140 billion

~ Ganadian dollars will be provided as
 assistance to the developing countries.
and private amrﬂpranaurs of

Bangladesh can avail this privilege
fulﬁ]ling requlrad mndhinns Sprawl
sald,

Spmwl sa;d {hat

_exploration and power sector in
‘Bangladeshand he will lake initiatives to

“encourage Canadian antmprenaurs lu-

irn!ssl rnamin Bangladesn

"Earller, the CCCI Prasldant
Sslimaman Chowdhury Jabed in his
addressmwalmmmﬂedfm Canadian
 assistance in’ developing: road infra-
| struttures as well asin wnsh'uctlun 01 !

express highway and toll highway.

 CCCI SeniorVico President SM Nurul
Hag, Vice President’ MA  Latif ‘and
M Idris Mia, Md Monir Hossain, Biplam
.Martaza R ‘Tarafdar also. attended thsBasak. Swapan Kanh Dharr and Md:

‘ Golamﬁahrrm

Canadian high' commission official

thero was ol
! remarkabiaﬁanadlan Invastmmﬂmgas g

Mayor elect ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury hopeful for a third term.

Mimi Super Market

Assoc executives

M Abelul Matin and AKM Abdul Hannan

Akber were re-elected presidant and

. general secretary of the Mimi Super
' Market Businessmen Amciatinn nn.
..'.Wednesd&y :

Utherofﬁce bearers are Sen{m‘\f:w
president: M Shafiul Alam Subhani, Vice

president: ' Zainal  Abedin - (Kanchan),
'+ Joint secretaries: Kazol Banik and Md
Kutub Uddin (Babul), Organising

Secretary: Md. Zakir Hossain
Chowdhury, Publication and Oifice
Socrotary: Md. Shahjahan Siddique,

 Literature and Soclal Welfare Secretary:
© M Lutiur Flahmar_a and: Treasurer:

Mohammadmu.
- Bxacutive Committee mambars are

The Expun Promotion Bureau {EPB}. ]

Emphasis on
medicine export

The speakers at a seminar on Thursday
stressed the need for manufacturing

medicing of'in'ternaﬂ(maJ standard to

organised the seminar titled “Acoept-
able Strategies for the Export of
Phanmaceutical Products in Asian and
African Countries™ under the National

Expm'lraining Pragramma 2004-2005,

The serminar was held in collabora-
tion with Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters

Associalinn (BGMEA) at the BGMEA
' Dastagir, Dr Shahadtct Hmsaln, Abdul

Bhaban at Agrabad.

'BGMEA First Vice President MA

Salam addressed the seminar as chief

guestwhile BGMEA, Chittagong director
| SMADu Tayab was the special guest.
With  Chittagong  regional  office

director of EPB Monzoor E Elahi in the

chalr Md Raflqul Mam of 'ﬂm Acme

Laboratories Limited, Dhaka addressed
the seminar as main speaker,

Red Crescent Day
observed

'Baﬁg]adésn Red Crescent Society

Chittagong district unif observed the

World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day
on Sunday, _
On the occasion, & colourful proces-

-éian_wasbraughlqm alongwitha rally,

Fisheries and Livestock Minister
Abdullah-Al Noman was the chief guest
inthe function.

Hasna Moudud, Dr Kamrun Nahar

Awal Chowdhtiry, Syed Abu Taleb, Golam
Baki Masud and ‘Humayun Kabir
Chowdnury also addressedthe rally,

. Noman in his speech lauded the Red
Crescent for its service to thet]tslrassed il
humanity. g




