, matches in India and was not

: pccmd getion would be sent to the
| Intemnational Cricket Council (ICC) as
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INDEPENDENCE DAY SOCCER

Russel KC
in final

STAEE CORRESPONDENT, Rajshali

Sheikh Russel Krira Chakra's
Moraccan connection paid rich
dividends as the Dhaka Premier
League runner-up cruised to the
final' of the Independence Day
football tournament with a 3-0win
over Arambagh Krira Sangha here at
the Rajshahi Stadiumyesterday.
. All three Moroccan imports --
Egir, Rachid and'Adel -- scored in
the first semifinal for Russel, who
will meet winners of today's semifi-
nal between Abahani and
Muktijoddhain the May 12 final.
-+ Russel put on an attacking show
from the start before a 15,000-
strong crowd and skipper Egir
opened the account in the 24th
minute with a powerful headeron a
centre by Tanveer whose constant
nuns down the left wing put their
Dhakarivals underconstant threat.
Rachid doubled the lead just one
minute before the interval with a
pass from Adel who sealed the
. SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

Malik.in
the clear

ﬁFRKﬂmdl:

Pakistan's promising off-spinning
allrounder Shoeaib Malik has been
cleared of suspected bowling
action, a Pakistan cricket official
saidMnnday

"Malik went to the sports insti-
tute of South Africa last month and
now we have received the report
which says thathe is bowling within
the tolerance level of 15 degrees,”
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) dirce-
torSalimAltaftold AFP.

"After his action was questioned,
we did some remedial work on it
and he bowled in four one-day

repaned saidAltaf.
“The report clearing Malik of sus-

anormal procedure, Altafsaid,

. Malik's bowling was reported as
susmct by 1CC match referee Jeff
Crowe of New Zealand for a second
timein Octoberlastyear.

Malik, 23, was reported for the
firsttitne in2002. y

TheICCrules nowallowa bawler
to straighten his arm by 15 degrees
but once a bowler's action is ques-

tioned it is mandatory for him to
| SEE PAGE 13COL 8

Did U Know?

The ﬁis‘i player to spore 100 runs and take
10 vndmtshlhasume Test was Australia's
Nanl}mdaonmiﬂﬁﬂ

SroRTS REPORTER

Bangladesh will field a full strength
side when they play their tour
opener against British Universities
today. 5
The Tigers, who reached London
on Saturday to mark their firs} full
series in England, have reportedly
decided to put all their Key weapons
ondisplayinthe three-daymatchat
the Fenner's ground at Cambridge
for two reasons. Firstly, to quickly
adjust to the alien conditions and
secondly to make their presence felt
in the British media, which has so far
been rather indifferent to the arrival
oftheTestbabes.
"We want tomake a good start tn
the tourand itis always importantto

give match practice for the team's
vital players. Actually the team is
desperately looking to make a good
impression in the first match,” said
chiefselector Faruque Ahmed while
confirming that no key players
including wicketkeeper Khaled
Mashudwould be rested.

Faruque, who had a long discus-
gion with coach DavWhatmore and
skipper Habibul Bashar over phone,

said that young fast bowler

Shahadat Hossain mightbe the only
player among the three new faces in
the team to win a place in the play-
ing eleven.

" The former Bangladesh captain
said that there was a strong possibil-
ity of fielding three pacers
Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza, Tapash
Baisya and Shahadat along with two
spinners Mohammad Rafique and
EnamulHaque.

Bashar & co open
Eng tour today

~ The only bad news is that top-
order batsman Aftab Ahmed, who is
running fever, might miss the game.

"He (Aftab) has been suffering
from fever and has hardly any
chance to play the match,” Faruque
informed.

The other worry for Bangladesh
was that the typical English rain has
returned on Monday after two
brightsunny days.

~ "It's very cold out there today.
Still, we enjoyed a wonderful train-
ing session at the beautiful Fenner's
ground,” said Khaled Mashud over
phone. The experienced wicket-
keeper said 'that everybody includ-
ing himself was excited to play in
England.

Bangladesh will play two more,
three-day warm-up maltches,
against Sussex on May 15-17 and

SEE PAGE 13 COL §

FHOTO: STAR

East Bengal players Dipankar Roy (L) and Gurpreet Singh {R) work out at the gym while Habibur Rahman Mondal
looks onat Hotel LaVinciin the city on Monday.

Depleted East Bengal in city

SPORTS REPORTER

A 23-member
East Bengal foots
ball team arrived
in Dhaka yester-
day to play their

AFC

AFC Cup Group-A
Tl
tie against Muk-
CUP tijoddhaSangsad.

The match, fifth for both sidesin
the competition, will be played at
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium tomorrow at 5:30pm. It
was originally scheduled for a 4pm
start but in response to the host
team's request to hold the game
under lights, the Asian Football
Federation (AFC) gave Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) the
permission to delay the kick off by
anhourand ahalf,

Both the teams are out of con-
tention for a berth in the next
phase,

Bast Bengal, who are struggling
in doméstic and international

fronts this season, have brought an
under-strength squad’ to Dhaka
including prized possession
Baichung Bhutiawho isnot eligible
for the game following two yellow:
cards. The Kolkata side did not
practice on Monday and did some
stretching at their hotel gymna-
sium.

Only one of their foreign
recruits, Nigerian striker Jeremiah,
hasmadethe Dhaka trip. Theirline-
up alsol consists four national
booters,

"We could not brng our full
strength squad as we are missing at
least four of our starting players
due to injury and suspension. Also,
there is hardly any interest left for
us in the tournament. But this
match is still a prestige battle," said
manager Swapan Kumaryesterday.

East Bengal, who drew their
home match against the Dhaka
Reds in the opening round of the
competition

Coach Subhash Bhowmik was

due to reach Dhaka yesterday
evening.

Bottom of the table East Bengal
have lost all their matches other
than the draw in the first match.
Muktijoddha are third in the table
with fourpoints.

Muktijoddha have not done well
in their AFC Cup home matches
losing both their encounters to
group leaders Al Faysaly of Jordan
and Turkmenistan's Nebitchi. But
they have not lost an away match.
Their only win in the competition
came against Nebitchi.

EAST BENGAL SQUAD: Rajat
Ghosh, M Suresh, Climax
Lawrence, Bijen Singh, Nitin
Pradhan, Gurpreet Singh, Habibur
Rahman Mondal, Bhola Prasad,
Malswan Tulanga, Subhash
Chakraborty, Rahim Nabi, EC
Jeremiah, Madhab Das, Sudeep
Das, Surya Chakra-borty, Dipankar
Roy, Chandan Das, Debjit Ghosh
and Sangram Mukherjee,

j Cricket |
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AFE, Kingston

South Africa defied a 75-minute
stoppage for rain to complete an
eight-wicket win in the second one-
day international against the West
Indieson Sunday.

Chasing a revised target of 124
runs from 33 overs, South Africa hit
the jackpot in the 27th over, when
Herschelle Gibbs drove a shart-of-a-
length delivery from Wavell Hinds
off the backfoot through extra cover
for two runs to give the visitors a 2-0
leadin the best-of-five series.

Opening batsman Boeta
Dippenaar top-scored for the South
Africanswith anundefeated 60 from
78 halls that contained four bound-
aries' and earned the man-of-the-
match award,

Dippenaar added 106, unbroken,
for the third wicket with Gibbs, who.
hit one four and two sixes in 44 from
57 balls that carried the South
Africans over the threshold.

Ian Bradshaw was the pick of the
West Indies bowlers with twa wick-
etsfor 16 mins fromsix overs.

Another identical SA win

SEEFPAGE 13 COL 6

PHOTO: AFP
MAN-OF-THE-MATCH: South Africa's Boeta Dippenaar works the ball towards the
on-siteduring his knock of 60 not outagainst South Africain the 2nd ODI 'on Sunday,

INATIONAL TABLE TENNIS
Ansar shoot
Biman down

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Ansar dethroned

Bangladesh Biman as women's
national champions with a 3-0 win

in the team event final of the Megl

27th National Table Tennis
Championships at the Shaheed

Suhrawardy National Indoor

Stadiumin Mirpuryesterday.

.Last year's losing finalists Ansars
took sweet revenge with Soma
beating Biman's Rumi 8-11, 14-12,
16-14, 4-11, 11-8 in a keenly con-
tested first singles before Saleha
registered a cakewalk (11-6, 11-4,
11-9) over Ratna.

Soma and Saleha then paired to
winthedoubles 11-8, 11-4, 11-7 over
Rumiand Ratna.

Earlier in the semis, Ansars
blanked Rajshahi 3-0 while Biman
alsobeatGaibandhain straight sets.

BEF allows three
foreign recruits

SroRTs REPORTER

Traditional heavyweights Abahani
and Mohammedan, who have been
largely feeling the weight of new
powers Brothers Union and
Muktijoddha Sangsad, won a small
battle off the field when the
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BEF) revised the foreign players'
quota for this season's Dhaka
Premier Division footballleague.
Having failed to land a single
trophy last year, both Abahani and
Mohammedan have become mere
spectators this season also as
Brothers and Muktjoddha shared
titles of the first two tournaments,
Desperate to survive in the
domestic scene, both the clubs
appealed to the BEF to increase the
foreign quota from two players.
Another emerging power, last sea-

son's runners up Sheikh Russel KC,

supportedtheirappeal.

Brothers and Muktijoddha, who
have the best collection of home-
grown players, were against the idea
but the BFF executive committee
meeting yesterday supported the
move by 15-3 votes.

"We could not reach a unani-
mous decision. So it was open and
most of the clubs voted for more
foreign players,” said BFF general

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

High Commissioner
receives Tigers at
Heathrow

The press wing of the Bamij
High Commission in the United

Kingdom has sent the following
press release on the arrival and
reception of the Bangladesh cricket
team at London's Heathrow Airport

on May 7. The Tigers are in England’ |

for their first ever full Test tour to
thatcountry;

The Bangladesh cricket team
arrived at London's Heathrow
airport yesterday (May 7, Saturday),
moming to a warm and enthusiastic
welcome. High Commissioner A H
Mofazzal Karim led the welcoming
party which consisted' of a large
numberofexpatriate Bangladeshis.

They received the players' and
team officials with flowers and
welcoming slogans. To record the
arrival and reception were media
persons from the British media,
both English-language and Bangla,
including photographers and TV
reporters.

Though the team members, led
by captain Habibul Bashar, were
tired after the long flight from
Dhaka, they were cheerful and
happy seeing the spirited welcom-
ing party. After the photo-sessions,
the players left for their hotel
accompanied by team officials as
well as officers [rom the High
Commission.

Aside from the cricket enthusi-
asts, present at Heathrow o wel-
come the crickets and asisst them
were the minister for press Fazal
Kamal, minister for consular affairs
MA Salam, counsellor Shabbir
Chowdhury and protocol officers nf
the High Commission.

Amarnath keen
on coaching
India

PTI, Mumbai

Former Test cricketer and 1983
World Cup winning member
Mohinder Amamath on Monday
said he was interested in taking u
the post of the national team's
coach and he had enough timeto do
justice to the responsibility.

"l am certainly interested in the
job and have the time lo devote toit,

otherwise I would not have evinced..

my interest,” said Amarnath, who
was one of the four persons to be
shorlisted bya panel.

"] had not applied for the post,
but merely indicated my interest
through the media,” said Amamath
who retired from international
Criclcelin. 1988,

¥
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“ PHOTO STAR

" Bangladesh Ansar pair Sonam Sultana (R) and Saleha Parveen in action in the women's team final of the Meril 27th

National Table Tennis Championships at the Suhrawardi National Indoor Stadiumin Hirpuron Monday.

'Winning not everythl

!ﬁ]&icket

AFP, Cambridge

Bangladesh coach Day Whatmore
has insisted the success of the Asian
side's tour of England is not simply a
matter of results.

One ofworld cricket's weakest Test
teams, Bangladesh begin a two-Test
series against England later this
month before taking partin a triangu-
lar one-day tournament with the
hostsandworld champions Australia.

Bad weather apart, Bangladesh
will be odds-on favourites to lose all
their international games in
England, hardly surprising given
they have been beaten in 31 out of
their 36 Tests with just one win and
fourdraws.

But Whatmore, speaking here
Monday, ahead of the tourists'
opening match against British
Universities at Fenner's, said: "Suc-
cess or otherwise is certainly not
measured in the scoreline,

"It is measured in other areas;
there will be objectives both for
individuals and the team aswell.

"Essentially we want to show

progress and push the opposition as
hard as we can," Whatmore, who
guided Sri Lanka to the 1996 World
Cup, added,

"Playing on the fifth day of Test
matchesis very much an objective.

"Being the underdogs is a reality,
it is a huge challenge but along the
way we have already managed to
have some good times. Thatis prob-
ably the best tonic you can get as a
coachwith a developing team."”

In January, Bangladesh won their
first Test series, albeit against fellow
strugglers Zimbabwe, and then
came back from 2-0 down towin the
five-match one-day series against
the Africans.

Their progress may have becn
enough to persuade Whatmore to
sign a new two-year deal with
Bangladesh even though there had
been speculation he ‘was in the
running to succeed New Zealander
JohnWright as coach ofIndia. :

And with the average age of the
16-tnan squad only 22, Whatmore is
convinced the future is bright for
Bangladesh.

"These (English) conditions are
totally different but at the same time
our team is just realising the opposi-

tion is the same as us, with twci arms
and twolegs,” he said:

"We have three or four (playets)
who in time will be stars, the differ-
ence between the two teams nowis
that other teams have stars, most
teams we. play against have big
match winners and we are in the
process of creating those."

Anngthensmgslars!szi el
old fast bowler Mashrafee-bin-
Mortuza, who impressed during
England's 2003-04 tour and has
overcome the pain of kiee recons
structions inbothlegs. A,

And Whatmore said Mnshml'ee
should have been included in the
world squad for the Super Series
matches ubam‘.t Auntmliaﬂin
October. 0" URih. . —

"] was h.all}f hoping he might be
in that group,” added Whatmore, o
former Australian Test player. "I may
be biased but the boycan play: {

"t would have been a huge boost
for him, he comes from ateamwhich
is developing and it would have been
arcalshotinthe armandbhave hclpi;d
the whole country along to have
someone represented.” (

Bangladesh's first Teal a,g:ginst

All-star World XI

Ganguly ignored, Akhtar picked

AFP, Murnbai

India captain Sourav Ganguly failed
to make it to the International
Cricket Council's (1CC) initial Rest of
the World squads announced
Monday for the Super Series in
Australialater this year.

Ganguly, who has led his team to
arecord 19 Testwins, was notnamed
in the squads of 30 each announced
by chief selector Sunil Gavaskar
because of a poor recent run in
international cricket.

The ICC Rest of the World XIs are
scheduled to take on world champi-
ons Australia in three one-dayers
(October 5, 7 and 9) in Melbourne
and a six-day Test in Sydney (Octo-
ber 14 to 19) which have been
accorded official status.

Pakistan, who drew a recent
three-Test series in India 1-1 before
winning a six-match one-day serics
4-2, were rewarded as nine players
found their way to either the Test or
one-daysquad.

Speedster Shoaib Akhtar, ignored
for Pakistan's upcoming tour of the
West Indies, was included in both
squads along with captain
Inzamamul Haq and seameér
Navedul Hasan.

Atotal of 21 players are common
in both squads with India and South
Africa having five each in both lists
and sevenin all forthe Tests.

"The squads are packed with
talented players from around' the
world who will pose a serious chal-

lenge to Australia's supremacy in.

both forms of the game,” said
Gavaskar, a former Indiaskipper.

1CC chief executive Malcolm
Speed said the selectors were doing
agoodjob.

“There is awesome depth to the
batting strength of these squads,
with players like Dravid, Lara,
Laxman, Sehwag, Tendulkar and

~Vaughan all averaging over 50 in

Tests against Australia," he said.

"t is also particularly exciting 1o
see the names of a number of youn-
ger and emerging players recog-
nised bythe selectors.

No player from Bangladesh,
Zimbabwe or Kenyawas picked.

The selection panel comprising
Gavaskar, Mike Atherton, Richard
Hadlee, Clive Lioyd, Jonty Rhodes and
Aravinda de Silva will shortlist the
squads to 20 each in' July before
announcing thefinal teamsin August.

INITIALTESTSQUAD

Rahul Dravid, Sachin Tendulkar,
Irfan Pathan, Virender Sehwag,
Harbhajan Singh, Venkatsai
Laxman, Anil Kumble (India);
Andrew Flintoff, Michael Vaughan,
Andrew Strauss, Steve Harmison
(England); Brendon McCullum,
Daniel Vettori (New Zealand);
Inzamamul Haq, Shoaib Akhtar,
Navedul Hasan, Younis Khan,
Danish Kaneria (Pakistan); Mark

- Boucher, Herschelle Gibbs, Jacques

England starts at wrd‘sonMayzﬁ

Kallis, Makhaya Ntini S-hauh
Pollock, Graeme Smith, Andro Nel
(South Africa); Muttiah™ Murali-
tharan, Kumar Sangs Cha-

minda Vaas (Sri Lanka);’ ﬁrla.n Lui:.
Ramnaresh Sarwan {Wesﬂndlcs}
iNlTIALONE-DAYSQUADo
Dravid, Tendulkar, P‘aﬂmn.&:}
Harbhajan (India); lll.nlbﬁ.
Trescothick, Kevin Piets i
Gough (England); Mchﬂ]ur’n. lea:.[
(New Zealand); Inmmn.m.

Naved, Shahid Afridi, Shoaib
Abdul Razzaq, Yousuf Yauhnna
(Pakistan); Boucher, Gibbs, Kallis,
Ntini, Pollock (South Africa); Sanath
Jayasuriya, , Mumlilhafn S'm’;ga-
kkara, Vaas (Sri Lanka); Lm'ﬂ, Sawmn
Chris Gayle (West Indies)t *

Moina Go...
Habib's 3rd hit album
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