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Elections in Britain:
victory for Blair

Pyrrhic

\lz

THE HORIZON THIS WE

Commentators appear unanimous that Tony Blair has
achieved a pyrrhic victory and is unlikely to last the full
term in office. It is a sad end of a political personality,
who has dominated the political scene in Britain and
beyond. The dilemma that Tony Blair has faced is much

biggerthan him.

HE just concluded British
General Elections, although
appearing to produce con-
tracdictory results, are remarkable in
maore than one respect.
. Tony Blair the Prime Minister has
achieved the remarkable feat of the
first Labour Prime Minister to
achieve victory in three successive
Blaclion.?. Yet he may not have the
time to savour this remarkable
resule. For his huge majority in par-
liament has been reduced by more
lhnnhﬁlfhe has a majority of 60 odd
seats and fias lost more than a hun-
dred. His 36 percent of votes is the
lowest ever: It is a bare 3 percent
~more than the rival Tories. It is
thun.ia to the British electoral
s‘gmm t he has a comfortable
within parliament.
~ The Conservatives have
pmd their score by nearly 40
als at the expense of Labour. The
1hird ‘party, the Liberal Democrats,
eased their score by a
sbqts under the leadership of
Kennedy, who promptly
smmdt.haz,ﬁm:un was moving from
its traditional two party politics to
tripartite politics. He may have spo-
ken oﬂﬁmo soon. The Tory leader
Howard offered to resign
his post as leader of his party
becaus&ufmnnnuows failure to win
the elections. This is democracy at
" its best hpcau.-sc Howard put up a
creditable fight and increased his
scorewithin the parliament.
Itwouldappear, therefore, thatin
the latest elections everybody has
 lost, beginning with Tony Blair, the
hlglnser What find astonishingis
* that commentators, while analysing
¢ results refrain from mentioning
¢ George Bush factor. Blair has
likened to Bush's poodle, so
ﬁ hasbeen the relations between
spcciully on the question of
war againstiraqg. We have witnessed
" the full flowering of relations

between the White House and 10
Downing Street.

Thereis nothingspecial about the
"Special Relationship." Britain has
long maintained very special ties
with her tansatlantic ally, the US.
How can we forget former British
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,
bag in hand, explaining her pro-US
President Ronald Reagan stand to
waiting journalists. Thus it would
seem that in the light of long-
standing British policy, Tony Blair
did not really have an option.
George Bush decided to go to war
and the Britain of Tony Blair could
notleave him in the lurch. The Brit-
ish public by expecting that Blair
could actdifferently did not under-
stand the dynamics of the situation.
Once trapped by Bush, Blair had to
mouth lies like the presence of
Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD), and poor Blair had to swal-
low from his opponents the epithet
of "liar.”

During the election campaign,
the electorate seemed totally unin-
terested in the outstanding perfor-
mance of the economy by the Blair
Government. Yetin democratic elec-
tions itis matters of domestic con-
cern that determine the result. That
Blair did not face a total debacle was
because the lacklustre campaign of
his opponent Michael Howard, who
continued to support Blair in his war
against Iraq. One interesting result
was in East London (Bethnal Green
and Bow), home of a large Bangali
community, mainly Muslim. The
Labour candidate Oona King was
beaten by George Galloway flying
his rebel party flag against Tony
Blair. He had been expelled from the
Labour party due to his revolt
against BlaironhisIraq policy.

The misfortune of Blair bears
close resemblance with John Kerry,
the Democrat candidate in last years
IJ‘i Pl:‘l.sidcntnl election against

George Bush, The campaign had
become totally centred on Iraq and
Kerry was unable to take a clear
stand on the issue. Indeed, the mis-
adventure in Iraq by President Bush
has come to haunt some of his allies
like former Spanish Prime Minister
Maria Aznar, who was ousted from
office because of the tide lowing in
the country against war in Iraq. That
has been the case in Poland and also

Italy, where Prime Minister

Berlusconi appears to face mount-
ing difficulties because of troops in
[raq.

In all these events there is a clear
pattern. If some governments are
unwilling or unable to face the fact
that sending troops into [rad, with-
out any reason whaltsoever, was a
huge mistake, the people through-
out the world have condemned this
misadventure. The argument has
finally come down that it was worth
getting thousands killed and Iraq vir-
tually turned into rubble in order to
rid the country of the dictator
Saddam Hussein, Pathetic attempts
are continuing to build something
out of the devastation caused in
Iraq. Whata price topay!

The commentators appearunan-
imous that Tony Blair has achieved
a pyrrhic victory and is unlikely to
last the full term in office. [tisasad
end of a political personality, who
has dominated the political scene
in Britain and beyond. And he was
celebrating his 52nd birthday on
the day of his electoral victory! Yet
the dilemma that Tony Blair has
faced is much bigger than him. It
has to do with the entire history of
Anglo-American relationship that
has been built since the birth of
America out of the womb of Great
Britain.

Arshad-uz Zaman s a former Ambassador and
Acting Secretary Genaral, 0IC.
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Hidden faces of poverty

DR. SYED JAHANGEER HAIDER

AST week while visiting some

of the worst poverty-stricken

districts located in the mit-
western and north-western parts of
Bangladesh, an intense vision
linking poverty and human despair
was experienced. Pairs of eyes,
anemic and frail, reflecting a total
sense of helplessness was suggested
that effort on poverty alleviation is
butamyth.

Paverty alleviation has become
development's catchword. Most of
the efforts are focused on improving
economic conditions and achieving
a few allied social targets. Poverty is
measured in numbers, not
identifying the poor as human
beings.

Lots of advice, counseling and
orientation and training are used as
weapons of mass alleviation of
poverty. Even participatory
processes are intensely tried to
inspire the poor to change their
lives. These efforts are somewhat
effective only with those who are
ready to change and are not trapped
in extreme poverty (the poorest of
the poor).

A poor person is one who lacks
resources, but enjoys at least the
basic needs of life like food, housing,
and shelter, while the poorest of the
poor is deprived of even the basic
needs.

Absolute poverty is likely to
transform an individual into an
almost mindless entity. Despair and
hopelessness is but a constant
mental status. Their mind is
absolutely gripped in poverty and
everything else is blank. They thrive
almost without any aspiration, or
devoid of any sense of protest or
direction, or they hardly display any
urge to learn or initiate change in
their life.

The ultra-poor (poorest of the
poor) constitute about twenty
percent of the population in
Bangladesh, iLe, about 25 million
individuals. Every individual survives
through a continuous struggle, and
hardship and their suffering is just
partoftheir life.

Development can be meaningful,
only when one s released of the
extreme grievances of poverty or
when one is free to think beyond the
miseries (food and shelter) of poverty.
The poorestofthe poar are drugged by
poverty. It does not let them look
beyond poverty. These are the men
and women who come and gather
around the development strategists or
their change agents in the villages,
standin, silently and trying to
hide their fhces behind somebody.
Possibly they hide themselves from
their own lives. One does not actually
know why they hide -- is it fear or
complete despair, which stimulates
such behaviour? In either of the cases,
theylose the strength of encountering
life'sstruggleand initiateachange.

Do they even dream to tumn
around their miseries from an asset
less (hardcore poor) status to a life
that of a poor? The basic difference
between a poor and a hardcore poor
is that the former at least affords
shelter and basic minimum support
for life including food every day. A
poor can be possibly motivated to
participate and initiate developmen-
tal endeavours, while a member of
the hard core poor unless released
from dire poverty can hardly be
of developmental initiatives. One
should seriously ponder before
suggesting or inducing participation

_of the hardcore poor, trapped in

extreme poverty, o put their efforts
on development, as he or she would
hardly find such involvement

It would be possibly misleading to treat tﬁl

W

L ultra poor as part of a broader group and

counting them (as numbers), not treating them as human beings characterised by their
unique socio-cultural and economic context. Possibly, this is the reason poverty has
been justifiably termed a trap.

relevant unless he/she is free from
thesustained miseries of poverty.
How long shall we go on counting
poverty in numbers and
wage poverty alleviation .efforts
without recognising the poorest of
the poor as human beings? All the
development strategies are targeting
the ultra poor as part of a group
comprising poor and non-poor. This
proves that either we do not have
adequate understanding of the ultra
poor and/or we hesitate to face them
as a single group, as we may not be
able to communicate effectively with
them as a homogenous group.
Consequently, the chances of failure
to meet the targets (consisting of

averages) of improving the socio- |

economic conditions of the poor
would remain uncertain.

Have we really taken a challenge
orare we distantly dreamingthat one
day poverty will be removed no
matter how the planners or
development strategists wage their
cfforts on the same? It is now
imperative that we develop our
understanding about the ultra poor.
So far, all the developmental
literatures are filled with data and
information on the poor. This is also
interesting that ultra- poor as a group
is peculiar mostly to low-income
developing countries; the developed
countries hardly need to be
concerned with ultra poor. Effective
developmental strategies to address
the needs of the ultra podr are yet to
emerge. Development planners in
Bangladesh, however, cannot be
complacent about the needs and
priorities of the hardcore poor, as the
very size of the group (25 millions) is
overwhelming in terms of manage-
ment and the needs for resource
maobilisationand investments.

Communicating with the ultra-
pooris often misleading as the ultra-
poor while attending a session or
interacting with the change agents
hardlynegate any agenda for action,
instead they play the role of passive
and silent observers, The ultra poor
while hiding their faces behind an
average poor also hide their
opinions and eventually reconfirm
their beliefs that no body can
change their lives. They possibly
take their destiny to be omnipotent

and irreversible. Meanwhile, shall |

we sitwith this gigantic problem and
let the country add the numbers of
hardcore poor in millions due to
sheer effects of demographic
momentum only? No projection can
tell us that how fast the number of
the ultra poor is soaring and or
doubling. One can casily surmise
that their number is doubling at a
much faster pace than doubling of
theoverall population.

One definite identity of the ultra-
poor that has emerged is that they
are completely assetless and some
of them (the floating population -
not those living in slums) even pass
their lives beneath the open sky,
particularly in the cities, Beyond
that, even the poets dare not write
their stories as this is a group which
is like a shadow and has been
created due to pursuit of long
imbalanced developmental policies
and strategies. Efforts are not in
dearth, as many development
interventions claim launching of
awareness building through

G- 35
fafe-¢ 0

HEAG! (16, dde-d30, WE= F1/9, BIEl-d000
@ Ay s/ TR A wEa/bo).08(88)/880

A A SOIG (A
*f7e maAq e

Hfoq, A Bff @ 4y fig e, S o
(4B =), d3¢-d20, Afefm Affege g, o w5 =@
AT o ferer afifege wemem et ol o
ST a7, b, 89 @ »T TAM NAIGFH Ao DE6, W98
(TG, udA8 TF6 YR LIa8 F(FS T FAT db,8¢4
(g @E w9 e oE dfsem/afenm e

BIG] (AR S TAYE A F4 A0 | GG ALY 37 6 of
WA T G4 ¢o,000/- (AWM ZEE ORE) aae 89 € 7
'jﬁﬂF‘l TE) AU 3,00,000/- (9% wE v@M) R

AT @ e FieS w2 a6 e W

< TR SR w2 | sieEres o et

war FEE AfEE 9w A0 T | e A e S

w5 AfSTAG doo/- (UFHS BRI UM (WCHFASENG) A

fafrmcn fm faem, araca« B e 4 Fe s,

WEAE @6 (¢N T, dde-d30, AR AfifEmE qem,

B[Fl-S000, SHET do-o¢-0¢ s TS

A st pararEs Fac Atem 9T | 29-0¢-0¢ s BifaR

o @M wae@ Fifeta faema s @@ S e afkem 4

w13 fSvE/afEne ersm @ AL A T A1 |

Faofa 64, A 6f @ < Fm TerEeE, Sl @i

(Y& 1), S3e-d30, TfefiE wififers warsl, SMl-do00 WA

i I AFS GEE AT S 3e-o¢-oc i3 SifR

Gl doo WUA A IS A SR AWEE @ Se

aiber  wavEmreaa Befgfers (afi @z B4fEs amas)

T 2 | FEF PR T T et A W\ @

(I FA91@ 424 o] ASe TA[ TS AT PLAA |

wifird: otr-a¢-o¢ 2

-o¢-o¢ 3 =i

S IR AR
54
G A3 DRLRL b

percent and _

participatory means targeting the
poor. But are these really reaching
the ultra-poor, who prefer to hide
than to rise and challenge their
destiny for a positive change? The
time is ripe to seriously ponder
whether the group that we are
concemned with can participate in
the discourse of developmental
jargons. Merely sitting in a group or
standing around a discussion is
hardly participatory, thus the
presence of a few members of the
poorest of the poor in the forum is

not a valid indicator of their
participation.

Their basic behaviour remains
unchanged, i.e., to hide or shy away
from any initiative beyond survival,
Anybody dragging them to address
development without first changing
or helping them to come out of the
grinding poverty may prove to be
futile.

Over and above, it would be
possibly misleading to treat them as
part of a broader group and
counting them (as numbers), not

treating them as h beings
characterised by their unique socio-
cultural and economic context.
Possibly, this is the reason poverty
has been justifiably termed a trap,
and this implication of poverty is a
hard reality for an individual facing
its consequences.

How would one bring the ultra
poor from their hiding gesture and
make them really set their mind for,
some minimum achievement-
possibly this will remain always a
myth as long as poor is counted as
numbers not treated as individuals.
And uniil we know them and their
life stories, reaching them (in their
mind set) would remain a far cry.
Can we really change the ultra-poor
without even reaching their mind?

Dr Syed Jahangeer Haidér is Managing Director,
Research Evaluation Associates for
Development.

01.  Ministry/division

personnel.
f)  MIS Specialist :

BSCIC personnel,

Bangladesh Small & Cottage Industries

Corporation (BSCIC)

137-138, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Prime Minister's Office.

Consultant-1 person, 3mm '

02, Agency Bangladesh Small & Cotlage Industries Caorporation
(BSCIC).

03. Procuring entity name Bangladesh Small & Cotfage Industries Corporation
(BSCIC).

04. Expression of Interest for 6 (six) Individual Consultants (National) :

selection of i) CAD (Computer Aided Design) Consultant-1 person,
6mm
i) Gomputer Aided Drawing Consultant-1 person, 6mm
i) Installation & Operational Consultant (Networking,
Internet Connectivity)-1 person, 6mm

iv) Dynamic web-site/web portal Design & Implementation
v) Software Development Consultant-1 person, 6mm
vi) MIS Specialist-1 person, 6mm.

05. EOI Ref. No. & date BSCIC/Plan/ISBBPB-08/PEC/2004 Dt: 05-05-2005.

06. Procuring methad Selection of Individual Consultant (National) sub-method of
PPR-2003.

07. Budget and source of funds Project Aid, IDA Credit.

08. Development partners International Development Association (IDA).

09. Project/programme name BSCIC sub-component of “Institutional Strengthening of
BEPZA, BOI, PC & BSCIC (ISBBPB)". r

10. EOlclosing date 24-05-2005.

11.  Brief Description of Assignment :

a) Computer Aided Design (CAD) Consultant : Consultant shall work in the BSCIC's Daslgq
Center (located at Dhaka) for introducing computer Aided Design Technique for improvin
the design of small, medium and cottage industrial products, Conduct training for dasignae
and artisans on CAD and also fo develop skills of designer on using graphics based
application software and related devices etc.

b) ++ Computer-Aided Drawing Consultaat. i-Consuitant. shall worl iy the- Civil
Division of BSCIC for introducing Cormputer aided drawing Ienhmqﬂé for ﬂrepafaf:un of site ¥
map, lay-out plan, design for building and inclustry and other civil constructions. Canduct
training an computer aided drawing technique for engineers and also to train them for using
drawing based application software, related devices elc.

¢) Installation and Operational Consultant (Networking, Internet Connectivity ete,) :
Consultant shall design and implement the standard LAN & WAN networking system for
BSCIC covering the BSCIC Head Office, divisional and 64 district offices with a view to set
up a virtual network which would be facilitated for introducing e-governance and automation
environment for the organisation. Conduct training for using network facilities, operation and
maintenance of network system for BSCIC personnel.

d)  Dynamic Web-site/Portal Design and Implementation Consultant: The eensultant sha!
develop the existing web-site to web portal with a view to support the e-governance and
automation environment. Prepare necessary text, graphics, programs and ather component
for web. Assist in policy formulation and decision regarding web and also to assist in hosting
the web-site. Conduct training of using web-sile, data updating techniques, providing unllne
help service, security and trouble shooting for BSCIC personnel.

e) Softwarg Development Consultant ; Consultant shall develop three customize software on
the following fields ; a) Accounts and accounting system of BSCIC in 'consistency with the
existing manual accounting system of BSCIC, b) Personnel administration related database,
data input and updating facility oriented software for about 600 officers and staffs of BSCIC
Head Office and ¢) Dala banking for BSCIC activities, national and international sagio-
economic database software. All these three software must be user friendly, multi-user
compalibility and web enabled. Conduct training on using these software for BSCIC

Consultant shall review the existng MIS and to davelop |!
computerised/Electronic Management Informalion System for BSCIC with a view la enable |
this system under e-governance and automation environment. Conduct training on using this | |
new MIS and to represent reports through mulnmedla projector or different devices for

12. Qualification, Experience, Age etc :

i) Qualification :

if} Experience :
i) Age:

EOI

14. Special Instructions for

Consultant (National)'

Engineering/Information

13. Name, designation, contact details
and address of the Official Inviting

Bachelor/Masters or equivalent degree in Computer Science/Computer
Technology/Engineering/Physics/Applied
Physics/Mathematics/Statistics/Business  Administration/any
discipline of Social Science/Fine Arts etc. Additional advanced diploma
or successful completion of Certificate Courses needed for particular field
of consultancy.
10 (ten) years, relaxable in special case.
Maximum 60 (sixly) years.
Md. Matiur Rahman Khan, Deputy Genafa] Manger
(Planning), & Sub-Project Director, ISBBPB Project,
BSCIC, Planning Division, BSCIC Head Office, 137-138,
Motijheel Commercial Area (4" Floor), Dhaka-1000.

Tel. # 7110565
licant

a)  This EOIis invited for short listing of Individual Consultant (National).
b)  The applicant shall express their interest in accordance with the ‘instructions lo applicant:
and ‘application submission’ in 'Standard Request for Application for Selection of Individual |

under PPR 2003,

¢) Interested eligible applicant may obtain the document of 'Standard Request for Application®
for Selection of Individual Consultant (National)" including details of terms of reference,
qualification and experience, age and necessary instructions for applicant from the
undersigned office during office haur.

d)  The applicant shall be submitted three sets of expression of interest (one original and two
copies) comprising forwarding letter, C.V. with 3 copies recent passport sized photographs,
attested copies of all educational certificates, nationality certificate, documents regarding
experiences and all other relevant papers and information as indicated in the dacument.

e) Applicants who are already in employment shall submit their EQI through proper channel

_ otherwise they shall not be considered for selection process.

f) EOI shall be submitted in sealed envelope (clearly marked his/her interest on particular field
of consultancy) at or before 4.00pm BDST of EOQI closing date to address :
Rahman Khan, Deputy General Manager (Planning) & Sub Project Director, IQBBPQ_E[gj_ggL

Engineering |'

relevant

Md. Matiur

Planning_Division, B

Dhaka-1

reason whatsoever.

Fe-ffF/Es A =M-v/200e(2)

GD-494

IC Head Office, 137-1

g) I there hapl-:len any fransport disruption or govt. holidays on the abovementioned c!osng
date, the next normal working day will be treated as the valid date of EQI closing.
15.  The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all EQls without @ssigning #ny |

Deputy General Manager (P

| Commercial " El

Md Matiur Rahman khan |
ng)

]

& Sub-Project Directar, ISBBPB Project, §SCIC; f -



