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Bidding adieuto
professionalism!

| Reflections on BMAand other elections
| I N this country, we have had a strong and proud tradi-

tion ofprofessional bodies such as teachers, engineers,
doctors, etc placing the fundamentals of their profes-
" sion above everything else. This is as it should be. Our
professional classes have steadily developed and gained
expertise and experience in their respective fields, and
their growing professionalism has played a crucial role in
‘our development as a nation. When it comes to one's pro-
fessional development, there is no space for politics or
partisanship, and for many years thisis how things were.

Unfortunately, the current trend, one that has been in
place for some time now; is in the opposite direction. As
_ the country has become more polarised and politicised, we
have been treated to the sad spectacle of the ranks of the

- professions also becominginfected with factionalism.
|= Indeed, the worst possible example exists, we are sorry to
- have to concede, in our own professmn of journalism. The
pmfessinnal body has been split into two rival factions on
' political grounds and the profession remains shockingly
| polarised along partisan lines. Asa profession, we certainly

- need tointrospectif we want to pointfingersat others,

_ Thelatestexample of the distressing polarisation among

» the ranks of the professionals is the recent BMA election,

where the dictates of professionalism were totally subordi-
nated to political factionalism.

The ruling party supported candidates dangled all kinds
of carrots before the professionals such as preference for
foreign trips, recruitment, promotion, and transfers as a
parmféleztmneenng Theimplication was that the slate of

ates would be able to deliver favours if voted for.
'I'hel "_','_ ership in the past had delivered, and promised to
continue 210 do so, due to its proximity to the ruling party.
. Thus, wesee that professionalism in this country is wan-
- ingas politicisation waxes. Most professional bodies' elec-
* tions in therecent past have been examples of this disturb-
~ingtrend.

Politicisation and partisanship is a sordid reality under

- any circumstances. But what makes things even worse is

. that these now threaten to assail the standards and funda-
mentals of the professions. Professionals cannot hope to
‘eontinue to operate at the highest standard of their field if
theypl l_&ﬂ_lp.'imsanshlp above their professionalism.

. of this misarranging of priorities must come

fmm within the professions themselves.

Itis fine to hold strong political views. But professional-
ism is not @ political issue. Our professionals should not
er away their credibility and objectivity -- the hall-

s of their hard-won professional standing -- on the
tﬂrufpﬁttypuliﬁcal considerations.

A regufatorybody will help set thmgs rzghr
( E NGINEERS and architects have tried to address a

number of questions regarding flawed construction
_ and the resultant vulnerability of buildings having
been pushed to the fore by the recent Savar tragedy. They
have recommended that the government form a high-
powered regulatory body to oversee different stages of con-
struction. We believe the recommendation amply reflects
the growing publicconcern over thesafety of buildings.
£ Since the issue has a direct bearing on human lives, it
needs o behandled with utmostseriousness. Formation of
aregula ry body has been long overdue, given the chaotic
picture of unsupervised construction, especially of multi-
storied buildings. It is a matter of great worry that corrup-
- tion has had its debilitating effect on the entire process of
 design approval through use of materials to engineering
aspects of construction. Dishonesty in such matters could
only mean loss of lives and property under the most unfor-
tunate circumstances. Obviously, tightening the noose of
the lawis the only way to deal with the murderous practice
of approving faulty designs that entail the high risk of
allowing construction of structurally and technically
unsound buildings. Sadly enough, a large number of own-
ers h%ﬂn sensitive to the need for maintaining
safety standards, even though it recoiled on them in the
ultimate analysis. They are violating the Building Code at
| almost everystage of erecting a high structure.

The vulnerable buildings need to beidentified as a mat-
ter of first priority. The dilapidated structures have to be
demolished and the weak ones re-strengthened. Finally,
the under-construction buildings and the new projects
mmtbemade to comply with safety standards.

The associated with shoddily raised buildings
areman}: e experts have long been telling us that a dev-
1  astating earthquake may strike us any time. So it is doubly

unportanqo bolster our defences and raise the prepared-
{ neaslevﬂlagamstsuchanevenruahty

{ The ent should pay heed to the suggestion put
t‘uma.ldbyme experts and work outhow an effective mech-
\ anism for everseeing construction can be evolved in the
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interestofall concerned.

Gram Sarkar: A problematic initiative

DR. BADIUL ALAM MAJUMDAR

WO years ago, the

Government of Bangladesh

enacted The Gram Sarkar Act,
2003. The legislation called for a 15-
member non-elected body in each
Union Parishad (UP) ward, chaired
by the elected member of the
respective ward. The women
members elected in reserved seats
were (o serve as advisors to each of
the three Gram Sarkars (GS) in their
constituencies. The UNO was
empowered to nominate the
members of the GS other than the
chairperson, unless there was a
consensus in the meeting where at
least 10 percent of the voters of the
ward were present to decide on the
panelofnominees.

The government went ahead with
the implementation of the legislation
on August 1, 2003, ignoring the con-
stitutional and other concerns
expressed about it by various interest
groups. Since President Ziaur
Rahman was the originator of the
Gram Sarkar concept, the ruling BNP
emotionallywentahead withit. In its
rush, it even ignored the experiences
of President Zia's Swanirvar Gram
Sarkar (SGS), which were not all that
positive, Within a few weeks, about
40,000 GS bodies were formed and
the available evidence indicates that
the process was quite problematic.

The Constitutionality of

Gram Sarkar

The legislation designated Gram
Sarkar asasupportive organisationof
the UP in order to avoid its being
called a new tier oflocal government.
This was a clever move to avoid the
problem encountered with respectto
a similar law enacted during the
previous government. In 1997, the
Gram Parishad Act was ﬂﬂn-;ssedbylhe
Parliament to create almost in the
same way a non-elected bady at the
ward level, The Act was challenged
before the High Court Division of the
Bangladesh Supreme Court on the
ground that it violated Article 59 of
the Constitution, which calls for local
government bodies composed of
elected persons in each administra-
tiveunit.

Calling the GS a supportive
organisation of the UR, however, does
not make it a constitutionally valid
entity. The critical question in this
regard is: is the GS a part of the UP or
i5 it a separate entity? Either way, its
constitutional validity is question-
ableatbest.

If the GS is to be viewed as an
extension or part of the UP then also
it is a local government body under
the Constitution. It must then con-
form o'Article 59 of the Constitution
and be represented by persons
elected in accordance with law. This

[ Aottt Wl i

means that the members of GS must
be elected through a free, fair and
credible election process. Such a
process will require that elections be
via secret ballots, conducted by an
impartial body, namely the Election
Commission, and be outside the
control and interference of the gov-
emmentand/ortheruling party.

On the other hand, if one argues
that the GSisnota partof the UPand
should not meet the requirements of
Article 59, then it must be a separate
entity. In that case, it must be a new
local government body outside the
Article 59 of the Constitution as it is
not designated as an administrative
unit under Article 152(1) of the Con-
stitution. In fact, the Act designated
Gram Sarkar as a statutory body with
all the essential features of a local
government body -- perpetual

existence; aseal; office; budget; oath-
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Constitution clearly created a dual
structure of governance in our unis
tary system -- it provides for &
national government with clear and
distinct executive authorities and at
the same time a [ocal government
system at each administrative unit to
"manage local affairs by locally
elected persons." (Kudrat-e-Elahi
PanirVs. Bangladesh)

However, by allowing UNOs to
nominate the members of GS, the

legislation institutionalises the'

supremacy of the bureaucracy over
local government, This is clearly
contrary to the constitutional com-
mitment of autonomous local gav-
emment bodies. Such supremacy, it
goes without saying, will allow the
bureaucracy to exert political pres-
sure and create all kinds of mischief.
Stories of such mischief abound in
the case of UPs where a similar sub-
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observed that:

-~ "..inallthe villages the participa-
tion of the common people in the
meetings held for the formation of
Gram Sarkar was very poor. It varies
from 6 to 11% .. It was further
observed that the government offi-
cials, chairman, and members of
Union Parishads (except those who
were affiliated to the ruling political
party) were dis-interested in the new
organisation and they expressed
their indifference towards the con-
cept ... [In most of these cases, it was
observed, thatthe people tookitasan
institution of a particular party to
serve vested interests and they
thought that their participation
would not have been properly
weighted even if they would have
attended such meetings for forma-
tion of Gram Sarkar.

"It was observed that in the

acy, cottage industry, development of
communication and family plan-
ning. They also settled disputes
through salish ... But in practice, the
5GSs could not succeed in any of the
above activities except settlement of
disputes. The reasons were: first, the
institution lost people’s support for
being constituted on consensus
rather than direct election ... growing
conflicts among the SGS functionar-
ies, UP functionaries and the general
public... there were growing conflicts
and non-cooperation between the
Union Parishad and the 5GSs due to
overlapping functions...” According
to the study, "the members of the
general public felt that the SGS would
be effective had it been (i) a directly
elected body, (if) filled with goad,
honest and sincere people..." (Quazi
Afsar Hossain Saqui, Swanirvar
Gram Sarkar in Four Villages of Ban-

m

The Gram Sarkar appears to be an idea implemented rai!'lel' emotionally and in haste. It raises serious constitutional
issues. The experiences of Swanirvar Gram Sarkar of the early 1980s were not very positive. The recent experiences
are also not very pleasant and promising. Rather, it is a parallel institution threatening the very existence of the
Union Parishad which is a time-tested 135-year old institution.

taking ability to acquire, hold and
dispose of moveable and immovable
properties; and ability to sue and be
sued. Thus, the Gram Sarkar must be
a distinct local body (a sarkar by
designation) managing local affairs
atthe lowestlevel.

The difficulty which arises in this
context is that there cannot be two
classes of local gavernment bodies --
one under the Constitution and the
other outside it. The Supreme Court,
in its Full Court judgement on
Kuclrat-e-Elahi Panir Vs. Bangladesh
(44DLR(AD)(1992)) clearly stated:
"This will lead to a situation not
contemplated by the Constitution ...
(and hence a) mischief of the Article
7(1) of the Constitution." Ironically,
this was the very argument used by
the Court that a Upazila was not a
designated administrative unit and
hence not a local government body
under Article 59 when the govern-
ment decided to abolish.the Upazila
system.

The Gram Sarkar Act [s inconsis-
tent with our Constitutioninanother
way. Article 59 of our Constitution
states that, "Local government in
every administrative unit of the
Republicshall be entrusted tobodies,
composed of persons elected in
accordance with law." The Constitu-
tion did not intend local badies to be
subservient or extensions of the
prevailing administrative structure.
In fact, the Constitutional commit-
ment was to make these bodies
autonomous and parallel to the
existing bureaucratic setup. Our
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A Provence diary

- M.J. AKBAR

0 good food and good news

taste better when touched

by enchanting style and
environment? Such questions of high
philosophy seem inevitable after a
few days in the south of France alias
Provence. We are tucked into the first
slope above the Mediterranean.
Sunset is ahead, the sea behind, and
the breeze pampers us fromall direc-
tions. We overlook the serene village
of Valbonne which despite its ano-
nymity boasts of a one-star Michelin
restaurant. The village has a modern
town hall, ancient streets, a large

pharmacy, a modest parking lotand |

an internet cafe that opens 15 min-
utes late but is managed with visible
sineerity by a young man in constant
need of conversation. A swerve of the
road later is Mougins, where the chef
Alain Llorca offers a 3-star Michelin
meal and where Picasso came to die.
The chateauwhich was his last home
sits quietly with its memories. Inevi-
tably the locals say that the unique
naturallightofthese mountains drew
the painter like a magnet, and to see
the spreading blush above the kohl-
black mountains long after sunset is
to understand why "silhouette® is a
Frenchword.

MICHELIN'S stars are more
respected by the discerning than its

tyres although the tyres pay for the
dilettantes who wander incognito

through France checking the quality
of levels of the nation's highest art
form, gastronomy. Fewerare aware of
what the stars indicate. A restaurant
can get only three at best. One star
means excellent food. Two indicate
that the restaurant is worth a detour.
Three stars insist that the restaurant
isworthajourney.

IN front of us rise the Alps, the
highest peaks still glittering with the
glowing white plamour of winter

servient relationship was created by
lawinviolation of the Constitution.

In addition, the legislation gives
the Deputy Commissioner the
authority to dismiss the Gram Sarkar,
again making it an entity subservient
to the bureaucracy. Thus, the pro-
posed GS would perpetuate, in viola-
tion of the Article 59 of our Constitu-
tion, the unequal relationship
between government officials and
elected local representatives that
alreadyexistsinour country.

The 1992 judgement of the Full
Court Bench of the Bangladesh
Supreme Court was rather explicit
about the illegality of involvement of
the bureaucracy in the affairs of local
bodies. Thejudgement clearlystated:
"If Government's officers or their
henchmen are brought to run the
local bodies, there is no sense in
retaining them as Local Government
Bodies." This is an unequivocal
position taken by the Bangladesh
Supreme Court, the guardian of our
Constitution, against the role of
government officers and their desig-
nated permons (termed as hench-
menlinlocal badies.

Earlier experiences

In 1980, President Ziaur Rahman
introduced the concept of Swanirvar
Gram Sarkar (SGS) in the majority of

the villages of the country. A team of

Comilla BARD researchers carried
out a study in three villages in three
districts -- Muzaffarabad, Kalihati
and Zirak -- to observe the workings
of the SGSs. The researchers

CANNES pouts and waits for its
suitors. Theycomeinall shapes, from
all directions, enjoy a {lirt and retwm
home. Nothing more is expected,
nothing more is delivered. Cannes is
a strip of four parallel curvaceous
lines between sea and mountain:
beach, promenade, shops and exit
route. The beach is the altar where
the sun god is worshipped. Celeb-
rities receive their homage on the
promenade with its majestic hotels,
paparazzi and throngs of hangers-
on. The pantheon of the gods of

absence of any defined functional
relationship between the Coopera-
tives, the Union Parishad and the
Gram Sarkar, a sense of confusion
and misunderstanding was prevail-
ingbothamongthe officials and non-
officials. As a result of establishment
of Gram Sarkar as a 'sarkar’ (govern-
ment) the people started thinkin
whether this new organisation woul
enjoy the authority of complete local
government within their villages
including the power to levy taxes. A
good numberofpeopleinthese areas
were also thinking whether the
Union Parishad would become less
important or be abolished as a local
mment institution as a result of
theestablishmentof Gram Sarkar,

The researchers suggested that
"instead of selection of Gram Sarkar
by consensus in all the cases, there
should also be alternative provision
for fair election to avoid
sociopolitical influence and to give
thecommon people a chance to elect
their representatives withoutanyfear
or influence particularly where such
problems arise.” (Md. Manjurul
Alam, Md. HazratAliand Bijoy Kumer
Barua, " Swanirvar Gram Sarkar in
Bangladesh -- A Preliminary Obser-
vation on Three Villages,” BARD,
November 1980.)

National Institute of Loeal Gav-
ermnment (NILG) published a study in
1994 on the experiences of SGS in
four villages, The study concluded:
*The SGSs made efforts to carry out
some assigned functions such as
agriculture, pisciculture, mass liter-

Looks are not essential; but they
always help. Taste buds neéed nature's
embrace to flower. Eze is a 12th cen-
nury village atop an ageless hill per-
pendicular to the Cote d' Azur, tower-
ing above a sea of shifting colours.
Walk the last stretch through dainty
shops selling Provcagcc jl.:lijr;i_ls and
pattery, swing through the gates
and climb the final steps to reach the
perchnflhegnldengnatalmepmna-

: Thl.'im the Chevre d'Or; the restau-
rantat the heart of the four- Michelin,

fashion dwells on the shupp[nsd /

gladesh, N1LG, 1994.)

Recentexperiences

The formation of the GS in 2003
caught a lot of media attention. In
November 2003, journalist Ajoy Das
Gupta compiled the reports pub-
lished in 14 national dailies on Gram
Sarkar. Atabout the same time, Power
and Participation Research Centre
(PPRC), Unnoyan Sammunay and
Brotee also conducted a rapid assess-
ment of the process, outcome and
perception about the implementa-
tion of Gram Sarkars. They all more or
less came to the same conclusion
that the recent formation of more
than 40,000 Gam Sarkars was prob-
lematic.

Based on the reports of the forma-
tion of 1,150 GSs published in news-
papers, Ajoy Das Gupta found that
the rules and procedures were not
followed in majority (53%) of the
cases and there was no quorum in 60
percent of the places, Satisfactory
and enthusiastic participation was
observed in only 3.39 percent of the
cases. The UUNOs ignored the rules
and procedures in 5496 percent
cases. The administration was found
to be neutral in only 10.87 percent
instances, Evidence of the nomina-
tion of opposition party members
was found in less than 1 percent
cases.

The study by PPRC and others
concluded: "The implementation of
gram sarkars came amidst a great
deal of controversy. One strand of
criticism was that it was mainly a

dessert, sorbet and coffee. When we
rise after three hours we are con-
sumetd bythe experience.

NOTE for tourists from our sub-
continent heading towards Provence
this summer: A brasserie in France i3
a kind of restaurant and not a kind of
brassiere.

WHAT else could disturb a night's
sleep other than politics? If all poli-
tics; as famously said and often
;le’peated in this column, is local; and

coverage is international then
surelyall results are comparative. The

Géllofvay gﬁve a taste of thmgs to come from the hmehgﬁt that he loues in hls atceptanta spee:h beamed by BEC at
four in the morning: "Mr Blair, this is for Iraq... All the people you have killed and all the lies you have told have come

back to haunt you."

Tony Blair has the false strut of alame duck. Gordon Brown has the smile of a successor.

Behind us is the pearl necklace of
fairytalebeach-towns fromSt. Tropez
to Monaco through Cannes, Antibes
and Nice. The chances of seking a
pram are much higher in the touristy
afternoons of St. Tropez than a bikini.
The place is much too expensive for
the young and the beach too public
for the rich and famous who remain
rich because of their accountants
and famous because they stay at
home unless summoned by the
camer. There is a traffic jam of boats
on the shore and villas on the shore-
line. Boatto bungalowisviaa Bentley.
Nudists have their privilege of their
own offshore island where you can-
not wear clothes even when strolling
with a trolley through the foodstore.
There is no equality like nudity,
which is one more reason for the rich
to leave such options alone. And
voyeurs must find such freedom
simplytooboring.

street, the Rue de Antibes. Common
sense presides over the exit highway:
there is only so much that you can
take. The sea is saucer-calm all along
the coast but water incidental to its
joys. The true deity is the sun,
demanding its daily sacrifice of skin
and burn from men and women who
flock in from the cold, wet, grey,
dismal, depressing, dull, driven,
regions of north Europe. The coast
sparkles with dream towns till
Monaco where it swerves south into
the upper thigh of Italy, as beautiful a
resting place for a tired head asanyin
theworld.

IF music is the food of love for
Shakespeare thenfood isthe musicof
lavein Provence. To eat such foodina
hurry would be a high aime. To
expect such food elsewhere would be
a misdemeanour, To return (o our

opening query: is pleasure enhanced -

by environment? Yes. It's like love.

Al
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Hazaﬂ broken to overcome the current
Thinews of AL disowni.ng Joynal governance crisis.
Hazri is indeed a welcome devel- g;l:;h':}hsr;mr
npmrn;. We can only hope he {
wuht find home in another 1
P&Wﬂﬂﬁng to enhance its mus- WhY this
clopoter © ) discrimination?
Let'thope that this is the start [ 45, 5 substitute teacher financed by

of a treid where politicians real-

ise that he short-term benefits of

cle jower is outweighed by

e lonfterm liability of har-

b lﬂﬂs al élements.

’Ihn mua hetween criminal
ats ind politicians must be

PROMOTE, GoB-EC project. I am
working in a rural secondaryschoolin
Bogra district. PROMOTE s giving me
salaryandthe MPO teacherisgeftinga
fellowship worth Th 2,000 pern‘iunﬁl.

Now my MPO teacher is coming
back to the school and this is my

tumn to get the Bachelor of Educa-
tion degree with fellowship. But
from this year PROMOTE is not
giving the fellowship, as 1 was told by
the PROMOTE office, Rajshahi. Why
willInot get the fellowship this year?
I could not even get admitted into
the course as so many Rajshahi
University students have applied
and the number of seatsislimited.

I would like to draw the attention
of our education ministry to this
matter, so that [ can get the fellow-
shipthis year.

HasnaBanu
Bogra

Religious harmony
A group of bigots istryingto spoil
religious harmony by attacking the
Ahmadiyya community. It is
clamouring for declaring them
non-Muslims. Inademocracy the
rights of the majority are granted
but the minority must be pro-
ected as well. The practices and

airs of people should not be
trifled with or interfered in until
and unless that hurt other(s). To
our consternation, the fanatics are
girding their loins to fish in
troubled water,

The government should take a

33-suite chateau-hotel. (Hotels can
rise above three stars.) The fuss of the
waiters at the bar is the first indica-
tion that this is going to be an agree-
able afternoon. The prices along the
wine list suggest otherwise, The
problem is ﬂujl:kly sorted our by the
maitre'd who offers an
excellent Provencal chilled white and
hints, through various facial contor-
tions, but without saying a word, that
all sensible guests prefer the local

fare. We leave food to his safe hands -

and are offered the set menu. We are
led, for reasons that we cannat fully
comprehend but do not want to
lore, to the best table with mag-

ificent sea views. The food comes at
the pace of a leisurely, sunlit summer
afternoon, starting with a palate-
searching aperitif that is off the
ment. We meander through soup,
shellfish, starters, fish, vegetables,
meat, port, cheeses, two kinds of
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Conservatives have managed (o get
only about as many seats as the
much-derided Michael Foot won
against Mrs Margaret Thatcher and
have broad smiles. Labour has won
an unprecedented thind term under
Tony Blair and is looking as plum as a
Frenchman denied his holiday. Joy
aned sorrow are defined by the dis-
tance you have travelled from expec-
tations, and by that yardstick Labour
has won but Tony Blair has lost. He
was defeated by Iraqg. The British
electorate might have forgiven him
for a war they never wanted but they
refused to forgive him for telling lies
to justify the war. The percentage of
the vote Labour polled, 36, was the
lowest ever for a party that wenton to
formagovernment. The Toryvote did
not rise by much, only .5%. But tacti-
cal spread of discontent ensured that
their benefits were higher in seats.
Tony Blair looked glum and Cherie

The Biily Star

partisan initiative by the ruling party
that would heighten tensions in the
rural areas. The other strand of eriti-
cism questioned how well mission
objectives had been thaught out and
howwell the electorate had p
for such an initiative. The survey
provides useful evidence on how
well-founded such apprehensions
were .., Though in about a quarter of
the aurw.-yr:d cases, the selection
process reflected a strong degree of
communily consensus, the domi-
nant perception of the selection
rocess was as rubber-stamping of
E.-,ts pre-selected under direct or
indirectinfluence oftheruling :
The survey, however, found that the
fear of widespread violence was not
bome out by evidence because of the
pre-event informal selection of the
panel,low publicenthusiasmandthe
implicit boycott by themajor opposi-
tionparty.

Last year, the government allo-
cated as block grant Tk 20 crore for
Gram Sarkars. The current year's
allocation is Tk 40 crt;;n Sc;}:ﬁ
questions have ¢ een
aboutthel nmmlmﬁwhnplb
mentation of projects with these
large sums of money. There are also
many instances of conflicts between
UPbodies and Gram Sarkars,

"Exclusion" of Women
There is another serious criticism of
the Gram Sarkar system. [tis discrim-
inatory to women in violation of the
equal rights guaranteed under the
Constitution. The present resServa-
tion system clearly "excludes"
women from mainstréam UP activi-
ties. This is an inherent mhlmm of
the systemnowin place. ti
women members as advisors to
bodies would not solve this problem
of "exclusion.” As advisors, women
would continue to be “outsider"
withlittle or noauthorityand respon-
sibility pther than to give advice, ifat
all sought. Thus, lheaeaﬁonﬂfﬁmm
Sarkars would perpefuate wnmen’
peripheral role in our logal

ment system and be contrary to the
goal of empowering half of our l:uial
population.

To conclude, the Gram S:uknr
appears to be an idea implemented
rather emotionally and in hn.m!, It
raises serious constitutional
The experiences of Swanirvar Gram
Sarkar of the early 19805 were nat
very positive. The recent experi-
ences are also not very Stensants.nd
promising. Thus, it is elear that the
Gram Sarkar system serves no
useful purposes and does not have
much to offer. Rather, itisa parallel
institution threatening the very
existence of the Union Parigshad
which is a time-tested 135-year old
institution. el
= r M
Dr. Badiul AJam Majumdaris Global Vice
and Counlry Director, The Hunger
Bangladesh.

cuuld not conceal a MM

Blair his credibility. Hump:yljm
hashada great fall.

Of all the voters who switched
Blair could not have cursed
more than the 413 (ﬁ?
gave a certain’ George y
victory in the \hm[im-hmy L
London constituency of Beths
Green. Galloway is a Scotsman wh
was thrown nuyl of Lailqu‘rjlr
strong, almost viru! ntopp n
Blair's war. He -5 been/af |
times accused of every &in from
smoking big cigars to wearing well
tailored suits to adultery to friend-
shipwith Saddam Hussein. Ashe told
BBC (questioners cannot stop hec-
toring him) he had metS&dﬂamun!y
twiceinten years-- the
oftimes as Donald Rumsfeled; sowhat
was this friendship alls ? Gallo-
way challenged Labour in one of its
safest seats: safe not only beeause of
popular support but alse because of
the control over the local g
machinerythat the paxtye‘,w;:ises
the boroughs. 'Gall
15,801 vores against La
They were sepamted by
a switch of 413 votes would
ensured that the man who will make
Blair's life miserable would hot have
reached Parliament. More impor-
tant, Galloway returns, to l.Imc~
light. He gave a taste of
come fromthe Ilmehghtlhm'hclom
|nhjs.1ccuptnnce5pcecfl beamed by
BECat four in the morning:"MeBlair,
this is for [raq... All the people yott
have killed and all the lles you have
told have come back to hauntyou.

Tony Blair has the false strutof &
lame duck. Gordon Brown hasthe
smile of a successor. As the French
commentator put it, Blairwon but it
was a short victory. You can't do a
longhaul fromashortvictory,  *

MJ Akbarls Chief Editor of the Asian Age.
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firm stand against the trouble
makers.

Roney

One-mail

RU law department
admission

Students on the merit list as well as
first, second and third waiting lists
who failed to attend the interview
for admission in the first year hon-
ours courses under the 2004-05
academic session at the department
of law and justice were asked to
attend the interview on May3 (Tues-
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day).

The students of the 4th waiting
list were also asked to attend the
interview held at the departmental
office on the same day.

Itseems the admission processis
taking an unusuallylongtime.
Emdadul Haque
Rajshahi University

Appeal to opposition

We are appearing in the "0" level
exams which started yesterday. Our
humble request to the opposition
parties is: Please donotcallany hartal
till our exams endiIf you call hartal

wewillgetintoserioustrouble.
Rishad, Anika, Sailaand others
0" level candidares, Dhaka

Reform our electoral
system

Former President H.M. Ershad
suggested some measures to reform
our electoral system. He suggested
that seats in the parliament should
be allocated on the basis of the
percentage of votes obtained by any
party. There are both positive and
negative sides of this proposal. In
the last election the ruling alliance
gotaround 47% of popular votes but

obtained two thirds majority. On the'
other hand, the AL got around 42%
of the votes but received only
around 60 parliamentary seats.
Under the proportionate  system,
the seat difference between these
twowouldnothave beenthat big,

I think politicians as well as
political scientists should ponder
over Ershad's proposal on: ectoral
reform. In Canada, the ceof/
British Columbiais contemplating
introduction of the propostionate
system to distribute parliament
seats. There will be a publicreferens
dum on this issuethis month. 3
Rashed Choudhury )
Winnipeg, Manitoba ' !
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