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No more wars, cold or

one, vows Putin

US should practice what it preaches on democracy

ﬁFPRmmms Moscow

lhlsaian President Viadimir Putin
vowed yesterclay to help ensure the
world never again faces a global
conflict, whether a ColdWar or areal
war, as world leaders gathered to
commemaorate the end of World War
IlinEurope.

In a keynote speech at a Red
Square parade attended by over 50
leaders including US President
George W. Bush, he recalled the
haorrors of the 1939-45 conflict.

Puﬁn, wha has been criticised by
some in the West notably over
Russia’s human rights record in
tackling “terrorists" in Chechyna,
said the modern world faces new
threats which réquire a joint inter-
nadqnﬁlslﬁnd; }

"It is our duty to defend a world
order based on security and justice
and on a new culture of relations
among nations that will not allow a
repeat of any war, neither 'cold" nor

‘hot’,"

United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan and Chinese
President Hu Jintao were also
among the leaders and other inter-
national dignitaries in Russia for the -
events, which took place amid

massivesecurity efforts.

Butwhile the official programme
centred on the Allied victory 60 years
ago, the run-up to the celebration
was marred by bitter debate over
what happened in the subsequent
decades until the Soviet breakup in

1991,

In Monday's address, Putin

hailed reconciliation between Russia
and Germany as "one of the most
important post-war achievements”
in Europe, German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder was also among
participantsatthe parade.

The tension between Moscow and
someWestern capitals has been fuelled
notably by concern over Russia's
commitment to democratic standards
and support for rights including for
examplemediafreedom.

President Bush and Russian
President Viadimir Putin aired their
differences on democracy and
Moscow's ties with its neighbours
on Sunday but top aides insisted the
talks wereamicable and open.

The two presidents met for over
an hour at Putin's country house
west of Moscow then dined, as the

Russian leader prepared to play host
on Monday to dozens of world
dignitaries at a parade on the 60th
anniversary of the defeat of Nazi
Germany.

. Earlier Putin said in a taped
interview with the US network CBS
the United States should examine its
own democratic shortcomings
before criticising Moscaw.

"In Russia, the president is
elected through the directvote of the
whole population. That might be
even more democratic,” said Putin
in an interview broadcast late
Sunday on CBS' "60 Mmulu.s
programme.

By contrast, in the United States,
~voters cast their ballots to "elect the
electors and then they vote for the
presidential candidates."

INTERNATIONAL

PHOTE: AFP

(L to R) Chinese President Hu Jintao, Ludmila Putin, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Luxemburg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker, US President
George W. Bush, his wife Laure, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and other heads of state walk to the place for a family picture after a joint wreath laying
ceremony atthe Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers on Monday near the Kremlin in Moscow, during the celebrations marking the 60th anniversaryufmahlﬂedvlmry
over Nazi Germany [n WW I. Nearly 60 heads of state and government and other leading international dignitaries took partin the festivities in Moscow.
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ews blackout on
Vivanmar blasts

Oﬁclal toll seen as too low

k. i1 |
ﬁFP !i‘mgrui
r nﬁdd Myanmar has impo-
ut on the news of casu-
alﬁes 1) the recent bomb blasts
after official reports of 11 dead, but
evidence mounted yesterday that
the tollwassubstantially higher.
Doctors at Yangon General
Huospital, the capital's largest,
ad'mlt;ed,may had been ordered not
to speak to journalists about num-
-hem of fatalities, even as the likeli-
hood was remote that all 162
,declamd wounded had survived

sed i

pingmallsandatrade centre,
"Anewsblackouthasbeenimposed,”
onedoctoratthehospitaltold AFP

Asenior health official compiling
data from the blast added to the
secrecy. "Weare in no position tosay

anythingat this point,” he said when
asked if the toll had risen.

Myanmar's junta routinely
restricts information on sensitive
incidents such as bombings, clashes

between authorities and the pro-
democracy opposition, and even

natural disasters if it feels the data
would further harm the isolated

government's reputation.

Clare Short joins
calls for Blair

to go soon
AFP, London

Clare Short, a former British govern-
ment minister who has become one of
Prime Minister Tony Blair's fiercest
critics, added her voice Monday to
calls for the premier tostep down soon
following lastweek's general election.

Short, who resigned form Blair's
government in protest at the Iraq war,
said the prime minister, whose Labour
Party won & third term in power last
week but with a greatly reduced
majority, should depart swiftly.

“1 think it would be best for him
and for the government and for the
Labour Party if he announced that he
was going pretty soon and we agreed a
process for selecting a new leader
around the time of (the Labour) con-
ference,” Short told BBC radio.

REUTERS, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia and the United States
renewed a military cooperation pact
yesterday for 10 years, putting aside
irritants which have bedeviled
bilateral ties.

Mainly Muslim Malaysia, cur-
rently chair of the Non-Aligned
Movement and an opponent of the
US-led invasion of Iraq two years
ago, has had some problems with
Washington over the past decade
butmilitary ties have grown closer.

The new agreement enables
armed forces from the two countries
to share logistics and supplies, a
follow-up to close military team-

Malaysia, US renew
military pact

work during relief operations for
tsunami-hit Asia, the two sides said.

"The (agreement) enhances
strong military-to-military coopera-
tion between our two countries,” US
Ambassador Christopher LaFleur
told reportersatasigning ceremony.

Malaysian and US militaries hold
annual joint exercises and they
cooperated closely in the unprece-
dented international military relief
operation in Indonesia’s Aceh prov-
ince, which bore the brunt of the
tsunami that swept Asia on Dee. 26.

US forces used Malaysian air
force bases as hubs for ferrying
supplies to Aceh, off Malaysia's west
coask.

Kabul offers amnesty
to Omar, Hekmatyar

Two GIs, 23 militants killed in Afghan fighting

AFP, AP, kabul

Afghanistan government has
offered amnesty to top Taliban
fighters yesterday while 12 militants
and two US soldiers were killed in
fighting on Sunday in the eastern
part of the country.

Fugitive Taliban leader Mullah
Mohammed Omar and former
prime minister and warlord
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar are not
excluded from an amnesty offer,
Alghanistan's reconciliation com-
missionsaid yesterday.

Commission chief Sibghatullah
Mojaddedi said the amnesty would
also cover Afghan detainees held at
the US military base at Guantanamo
Bayin Cuba.

"Yes the amnesty includes these
two people, who cannot doanything
on their own when people around
them surrender,” he said, when
questioned on theissue by AFP.

"At this moment we announce
amnesty for all, so give them some
time, let them think about it and
contactus,” he said.

Meanwhile, two US Marines and

up to 23 militants were killed in a
clash in eastern Afghanistan amid
an upsurge in violence by suspected
Taliban rebels which has claimed
around 90livesin the pastweek.

The deaths oceurred after a group
of Marines hunting militants clashed
Sunday with about 25 rebels north-
west of the eastern city of Jalalabad,
the US military said Monday.

"Two insurgents were confirmed
killed and another 21 suspected
dead after a five-hour gun battle in
the Laghman provinee Sunday," a
US military statement saicd. .

*Sattlﬂﬂ‘f's bombing at two shop-

KHARAZI SAYS
Iran has
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Itan has a) “legitimate right” to
nuclear technology and has no
plans to permanently halt uranium

Ichmeul, Foreign Minister

Kharazitold Time magazine.

Iran agreed in November last
gea:maunpmd its fuel eycle work --
the focus of international fears the
‘ebuntry may be seeking nuclear
weapons - and open talks with

| 'legitimate
rlght to nuclear tech

Kharazi's comments in an inter-
view with Time, published Sunday,
but conducted last week, supported
repeated comments from Tehran
that it will resume uranium enrich-
ment work if an agreement is not
reached with the European Union.

Iran said Sundayit was preparing
a bill to ratify a key nuclear protocol
but also stood firm on its intention
to resume sensitive nuclear fuel
work despite intense international
pressure.

-B'ritain.l?r'ance and Germany:
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PHOTO: AFP

Indian Commissioner for Indus Water D.K. Mehta (L) talks with his Pakistani counterpart Syed Jamaat Ali Shah (R)
during a meeting in Lahore Monday. An eight-member Indian water delegation, led by Mehta, arrived in Lahore on
Saturday for athree-day talks on the Kishan-Ganga power house dispute.

UAE signs pact
with Unicef to
rehabilitate child

camel jockeys
AFP, Abu Dhabi

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) on
Sunday signed an agreement with
the United Nations children's fund
Unicef to rehabilitate child camel
jockeys after banning their use in
the region's popular sport.

Under the pact, a social welfare
institution will "provide all kinds of
assistance and protection to the
children (used as jockeys) until they
are repatriated in line with interna-
tionally recognised standards,” the
official WAM news agencyseported.

Onee back in their countries, the
children will also "receive aid for a
period of two years to help them
recover their health and reintegrate
in their families and societies”, it
sald.

Talk of 6 N Korean nukes
wornes US CEIN s

AFE, W?:.:hmgwn

A UN atomic agency estimate that
North Korea could have six nuclear
weapons ratcheted up official
Washington's worries that the
Stalinist state may test a bomb as
earlyas nextmonth,

CNN television Sunday asked
International Atomie Energy Agency
chief Mohamed ElBaradei if North
Korea had as many as six nuclear
weapons.

"I think thatwould be closeto our
estimation,” hesaid.

“We knew they had the pluto-
nium that could be converted into
five or six North Korea weapons.

"Weknow that they had theindus-
trial infrastructure to weaponise this
plutonium. We have read also that
they have the deliverysystem."

ElBaradei's comments came two
days after the New York Times
reported that US officials familiar

L ® i
with satellite nnd mreihgnm datn
believed the Stalinist state was
building a reviewing stand and
fillingina tunnel, signsofa potential
underground nucleartest.

US officials have been urging
North Korea to rejoin China, Japan,
Russia and South Korea to join the
United States in so-called six-party
talks, which have béen stalled since
June, when the North quit the talks,
citing "hostile” USpalicy:

North Korea declared oh
February 10 that it had developed
nuclear weapons to defend itsell
from the United States.

However, the pace of evemsf
picked up this week, with press and
IAEA reports on North Korea's
nuclear weapons and delivery
capabilities.

Asrecentlyas April 29, the Pentagon
referred to North Korea's ability to arm
a long-range missile with a nuclear
warheadas"theoretical.™
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Asia Management Trainee Programme (AMTP)

The Company : The BOC Group is one of the largest and most global of the world's leading gases companies. Serving two million
customers in more than 50 countries, BOC employs over 30,000 people and had annual sales of nearly £4.6 billion in 2004.

BOC is organised into three global lines of business - aligning the organisation directly to its customers.

Process Gas Solutions (PGS) provides tailored solutions to the process needs of our largest customers, primarily in industries such
as oll refining, chemicals and steel. The result is the dedicated supply of gases by pipeline (tonnage), from on-site production units,
or in liquid form by tanker (merchant market). PGS waorks globally, wherever the world's largest companies do business.

Industrial and Special Products (ISP) servs customers who nead smaller volumes of gas. mostly dalivered in eylinders. It offers a
range of gases, praducts and services for cutting and welding metals, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) business in certain countries.

BOC Edwards is synonymous with the semiconductor industry, supplylpg gases. equipment and services to one of the world's most
challenging industries. A world leader in vacuum technology, BOC Edwards supplies vacuum pumps and systems for chemical,
pharmaceutical, metallurgical and sciantific applications. |

The Programme : Our Asian Management Training Programme (AMTP) aims to employ the most talented and motivated
graduates of today and train them to assume key roles in the company. Successful applicants will be given assignments in their home
countries as well as taking on different functional rales in other Asian countries and in other operational departments.

This programme |asts two years, giving selected graduates extensive exposure to the Group's various Asian operations and in different functions. Our goal is to produce truly global
and well-rounded fulure leaders that would ‘make a difference’ in BOC.

The Hiring Process : Successiul candidates will display strong drive and ambition and must have:
Post-graduate degree preferably in the Engineering or Business discipline

Exposure from overseas, either with a foraign tertiary qualification or work experience
High qcadamic standing, fluency in the English language and strong computer literacy

2 -3 years working experience in related fields and in a multinational environment
Displayed extraordinary leadership abilities, dynamism, must be a self-starter, bé achievement oriented and highly mobile
All potential trainees at BOC will face a rigorous application process with selected candidates being invited to attend a Competency Assessmant Process that will be held in English.

To Apply : We would like to talk to you if you think you can 'make a difference’ within the BOC Group and are keen to work in Asia. Please apply on Iihe:'
hitp://www.bocjobs.com/asiamanagementtraines




