Observers see

fake votes,
intimidation in :

_some centres

 STARF CORRESPONDENT

The election monitoring organisa-
“tions have found some incidents of &
irregularities in the Chittagong City -
Comporation (CCC) pollsheldyester- :
dayamid tight security although the :
 Election Commission claimed the &
pollsyere fair. :
The mt:mitonng groups in their ;
pmhmmary reports after the polls ¢
iich fake votes were cast and minor- -
._ilyvnlers ere intimidated in some
- a a@ bqt e law-enforcers did not :
tqlcmaﬂcqumc steps to prevent fake

voting.

~ They, however, said the polls :
‘were held peacefully amid a few :
sporadic incidents of violence. The :
~monitoring groups will release their
‘detailed reports today in separate
preﬁsmnfemnresinl)hﬂka
*After’ inspecting 180 polling !
centres, JatiyggNirbachon
Paijgbe]ddmn Parishad (Janipop) !
and’ US- based polls monitoring
organisation International Republic
Institute said they watched
voting in! 130 polling stations and :
witnessed a 'disturbing amount of :
fnlse#otingandvmcsciling
h "Unul we collaborate our teams'
e SEE PAGE 15 COLS

S’I‘AR REI’ORT, Cig

- Everythinglooked calm and quietin
front ol Haji Mohsin College polling
‘venire. It was in the morning, early
hours afvoting. '

M fEmal e voters Were
waiting in separate but long queues,

it of them for over one and half

' 000 POLLS RESULT

qmet fronts

lay siege to RO's of

STAR REPORT

Opposition-backed mayoral candi-

: date ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhuryis
: setfora third termin office inyester-

day's Chittagong City Corporation
(QCC) polls, leading by a wide mar-
gin against his main challenger Mir

« Mohammad Nasir Uddini

Mohiuddin was leading with

E 204,437 votes in 338 out of the 577
. centres, with his nearest rival ruling
. alliance-supported candidate Mir

Nasir trailing with 142,491 votes
when thelastreport came at 3:00am.
Thousands of enthusiastic peo-

: ple took to the streets to celebrate
« what appeared like a certain victory

for Mohiuddin. They danced,

' honked homs, hug_s,cd each other,

chanted slogans and flashed V-'algns
inraucous celebrations.
"People have foiled all ronsplrzl~

: cies to snatch the election results,”

said Nagorik Commiltee candidate
Mohiuddin late last night, relerring

: to the initial delay in the announce-
: mentofthe election results.

- Earlier, thousands of opposition

an hours, at the centre with a total 3
numberof 3,945 votes, Voter turnotit
was good at this centre and

Chittagong Government High &

School and Kajemn All High School ;
centres nearby, Enthusiastic volers <
guened up at the polling stations as
voting began al§.00am1,

SEE PAGE 15COL 4 -

142,491

s
STAR GRAPHICS

Mohluddm
: fans start

partying

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Gig

Awami League (AL) supporters
thronged the office of the Returning
Officer (RO) in the port city after
announcement of election results
suddenly stopped at around
9:30pm. The results announcement
stopped as Mir Nasir's polling
agentsrefused tosign result sheets.

The RO's office resumed
announcing the results at 10:30pm
following tremendous pressure
sfrom'the AL leaders and supporters
who laid siege to the office.
Mohiuddin himself headed the
protest,

Mohiuddin's supporters vanda—

lised Chittagong Gircuit Iouse, said

sources in the police who were
standing helplessly.

The Election Commission (EC)
was clearly annoyed with the patise
in the results announcement. BEC
officials in Dhaka repeatedly
phoned the RO to Know the reason
forthesilence.

After the mostly peaceful elec-
tions, Mohiuddin's supporters
brought out viclory processions at

_SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

: Thousandstooktostreetsinthe port

city last night celebrating the 'ap-
. parent’ victory of ABM Mohiuddin
+ Chowdhury in the Chittagong City

« Uorporation mayoral race for the *
: third consecutive term.
Since early evening, supporters .

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

| : SB man caught
- forrelaying
: Nasir's lead info :

: BDNEWS, Dhaka

= E e

: Awami League leaders caught an :|
. intelligence official in the early : {5
: hours today while he was supplying !

SEE PAGE 15COL 3 !

W, lheﬂm Iystar rn-t

Mottincc heads 0

Results declaration resumes after thousands of his supporters
ice; Circuit House attacked

THIRD EDITION

PHILIPS

CEC terms it fair, top
rivals claim rigging

E STAFE CORRESPONDENT

. Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
: MA Syed yesterday said that
- Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
: polls were fair while both the oppo-
. sition and ruling alliance camps
: complained of electoral irregulari-
+ Hes,

After the polling ended, the

. opposition-backed Nagorik
. Committee brought allegations of
* vole rigging in at least 84 polling
. centres while BNP-led four-party
. alliance's mayoral candidate in 71
. centres. The EC however expressed

4 | catisfactionwith the overall polling.

mayor hopeful for a third term,

theirvotes.

PHOTO: STARFOCUSBANGLA

"Voting was not suspended at

« any of the centres and it proves that
+ the polls were held peacefully,” the
. GEC told journalists after comple-
. tion of the polling yesterday after-

noon.
Election Commissioner AK

{ Mohammad Ali described the elec-
- tipnsasacceptable.

"Experienced election observers

i * were there and so far they have not
. filed any complaint,” he told report-
: ersathisoffice.

Leaders of the mainstream oppo-

: sition parties met the CEC at noon
: andlodged complaints of irregulari-
. tiesatdifferent polling stations,

The Nagorik Committee-backed

mayoral candidate ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury by fax lodged com-
plaints of electoral irregularities
with the EC at noon. He alleged that
the ruling alliance men captured 36
polling centres shortly after the
voting had kicked off.

Gono Forum President Dr Kamal
Hossain and Awami League (AL)
General Secretary Abdul Jalil in the
meeting with MA Syed complained
that ruling alliance men seized a
number of polling centres across the
portcity and castfake voles,

Local police administration did
not discharge their duties, and thus
failed to contain imregularities dur-
ing the polls. Minority voters were
intimidated while alarge number of
outsiders cast fake votes in favour of
the ruling alliance candidate, they
added.

Dr Kamal at the meeting
demanded the EC immediately
redress those complaints of imegu-
larities,

Prior to meeting the CEC, AL
General Secretary Abdul Jalil told
reporters that ministers positioned
at different polling centres were
using walkie-talkies to co-ordinate
the 'vote rigging'. "Such activities
could casily change the polling
results,” heobserved.”

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

The city that did

not sleep

: RAFIQ HASAN and
- SHAMEEM MAHMUD, Crg

: As soon as the news of suspension of
: the announcement of election
+ results spread in the port city at
: around 10:00 last night, thousands
: of people laid a siege to the Tetum-
. ing officer's (RO) temporary, office
: housedin the Gymnasium Complex

Hundreds, fop, take to the'street in & O -A/zizStadium.

front of the Chittagona New Market - humanity immediately s thou-

celebrating the apparent victory of :
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury;, the :

The entire area turned into a sea

sands more joined the gathering
from far and wide of the cityin small

- processions and shouted slogans in
middle, share moments of joy on :
declaration of results in 100 centres; -
and Mir Mohammad NasirUddinand :

his family flash V-signs after casting Y

favour of mayoral aspirant ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhuiry.

They also took avow to resist any
attempt to manipulate the election

Mohiuddin, who was leading in

+ the race for coveted mayor's office,

addressed the people and warned of
dire consequences if ruling coali-
tion-backed candidate Mir
Mohammad' Nasir Uddin snatched
victory from through 2 bchmd the-
scenes conspiracy. | 0

Frontline nppnaﬁjon Awami
Leagueleaders, present in the city to
canvass for Mohinddin andmonitor
the ‘high-profile polls, also joined
the gathering and’ threatened to
launch a movement to bring down
the government if the election
results were manipulated.

"I came herebecause I heard that
the government officials were not
declaring the election resulls
though Mohiuddin was leading by
over two lakh votes,” said Lr,maﬂ
Hossain, an elderly citizen of city's
Noor Ahmed Ruad. near Kazir
Dewry. i .

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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