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"A large number of the patients are 
suffering from burns and shrapnel 
wounds. Passers by were also 
wounded. We are treating a 10-
year-old child," he said.

Police and firemen inspected the 
damage at the KDP office as pools 
of blood mixed with sewage water 
and flowed over a large area of a 
street.

"I was standing outside. All I 
remember is seeing a huge explo-
sion and seeing many people that 
were injured and killed," said Fareed 
Makhdid, a dazed 28-year-old 
policeman covered in blood.

Arbil, home to the Kurdish 
regional government, also suffered 
heavy losses last year when twin 
suicide bombings hit the offices of 
the two main Kurdish parties, killing 
117 people.

"This is a terrorist act aimed at 
disturbing security in Arbil," 
Nawzaat Haadi, governor of Arbil.

Iraqi leaders fear such large-
scale attacks will lure Kurds and 
Shias into violence that will spill over 
into a major sectarian and ethnic 
conflict.

They often blame the al-Qaeda 
leader in Iraq, elusive Jordanian 
militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, for 
trying to trigger civil war with spec-
tacular suicide bombings.

They hope to ease the violence 
by drawing in Sunni Muslims, whose 
members are leading the insur-
gency, into the political process. 

Shias and Kurds have given 
Sunnis six ministries and one dep-
uty prime minister post in a bid to 
unify the country's leadership. But 
Shias and Kurds dominate most of 
the top posts. 

Prime Minister Ibrahim al-
Jaafari, an Islamist Shia, has yet to 
fill five portfolios, including the key 
defense and oil ministries, under-
scoring the bickering that has pre-
vented politicians from tackling the 
security crisis. 

Iraqi leaders are banking on the 
country's forces improving their 
performance and taking over secu-
rity from 140,000 US troops. 

But Iraqi forces, who have lost 
hundreds of comrades, cannot 
protect themselves against insur-
gents, who have again proven their 
capabilities with a week of carnage. 

Meanwhile, roadside bombs 
have killed two American soldiers in 
Baghdad, the US military said 
yesterday. 

They were killed in separate 
attacks on Tuesday.

The roadside bomb, called an 
IED (improvised explosive device) 
by the military, is one of the leading 
killers of American soldiers in Iraq.

Hidden in everything from cans 
to dead animals, they are difficult to 
detect.

The deaths raised to at least 
1,213 the number of US soldiers 
killed since an American-led inva-
sion toppled Saddam Hussein in 
2003. 

Suicide bomber kills 60 
Mohiuddin
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The letter was written in the name of 
a 'Moulabadi' (fundamentalist), 
trained in Dhaka and sent by 
M o h a m m a d  S h a h a b u d d i n  
(Chowdhury) of Sohrawardy Hall, 
Room-212, Chittagong University. 

Shahabuddin was a student of 
journalism department. He died 
nine months ago, his relatives and 
friends said.

The letter reads, "Mohiuddin, 
you have been mayor for long. Now 
submit your resignation immedi-
ately before any action by us. 
Otherwise, your body will float on 
the river Karnaphuli on May 7/8."

Written in an official pad of forest 
department, the letter also contains 
a slogan for Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia.

Provost of the hall S M Shafiqul 
Islam told The Daily Star that there 
is no student named  Shahabuddin  
in Room-212.

Obaidul Quader, AL joint secre-
tary and a member of the party's 
election monitoring cell,   gave 
photo copies of the letter to journal-
ists. "This is all you see in the letter, 
we know nothing more," he said.

A general diary will be filed with 
the local police station, he added. 

Mir Nasir could not be contacted. 
But Aminul Islam, his political secre-
tary, said, "It is just a stunt by the 
opposition party for electoral 
gagins."
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38, organising secretary of Pabna 
district Jubo Dal, and vice-president 
of Pabna Amin Uddin Law College 
Students' Union, was killed in 
'crossfire' with Rab, reports our 
Kushtia correspondent. 

Rab arrested Rashidul from 
Radhanagar in Pabna town at about 
11:00am on Tuesday and took him 
to the divisional Rab office in 
Rajshahi, a Rab press release said.

During interrogation, Rashidul, 
an accused in 20 cases including 
several for murder, admitted his 
involvement with various criminal 
activities, his possession of arms 
caches at various locations through-
out Pabna and disclosed the names 
of some of his accomplices, includ-
ing three commissioners of the 
Pabna municipality.

A Rab team left for the Joshodal 
village with Rasidul at about 2:30am 
to recover hidden firearms.  

When they reached the village, 
Rashidul's accomplices attacked 
Rab members, prompting them to 
retaliate.

Trying to jump from Rab's 
microbus during the hour-long 
gunfight, Rasidul got caught in the 
'crossfire' and received injuries, a 
Rab press release said, adding that 
doctors at Pabna General Hospital 
declared Rashidul dead after he 
was taken there.

Rab seized a rifle from the spot. 
Claiming Rashidul to be inno-

cent, his wife Amina Ismlam Chaya 
said cases against her husband 
were on political grounds. She 
demanded an immediate investiga-
tion of the killing and justice. 
KERANIGANJ 
Ashraful Islam, 25, was killed during 
a shootout between his associates 
and police at Nazirerbagh of 
Keraniganj at about 2:30am yester-
day, police said.

Police said Ashraful was the 
ringleader of a gang of robbers of 
the area.

Keraniganj police arrested 
Ashraful and nine others from 
different places of the capital and 
Keraniganj upazila, suspecting their 
involvement in a robbery at a 
Nazirerbagh house on Monday 

in which Tk 80,000 and 90 tolas 
of gold ornaments were looted, 
police said, adding that they recov-
ered Tk 12,000 and a gold chain 
from the possession of the 
arrestees. 

"Our team took Ashraful to 
Nazirerbagh area after he told 
police that his associates were 
waiting there with the looted goods 
and firearms," said the duty officer of 
Keraniganj Police Station.

As the police team reached the 
area, Ashraful's cohorts opened fire 
on police, prompting the law enforc-
ers to fire back. During the shootout, 
Ashraful received bullets and died 
on the spot, the duty officer added.

Jubo Dal leader
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number of army personnel to be 
deployed during the polls, the 
meeting decided to take video 
footage of the polling agents on the 
polls day. The meeting also decided 
to open a control room at the gym-
nasium of local stadium.

The returning officer, Additional 
Divisional Commissioner (Reve-
nue) Humayun Kabir, Deputy 
E lec t ion  Commiss ioner  fo r  
Chittagong Division Biswas Lutfur 
Rahman, Deputy Commissioner 
Nesar Ahmed Rumi, Deputy 
Inspector General of Police Majedul 
Haq, CMP Commissioner Amjad 
Hossain, Col Arefin, Col Khaleque, 
sector commander of Bangladeshi 
Rifles and chief metropolitan magis-
trate attended the meeting.  

The meeting decided that six 
platoons of army troops would be 
deployed two days ahead of the 
election. But EC officials said it is the 
jurisdiction of the returning officer to 
decide about army deployment and 
take necessary measures related to 
law and order.  

"The return ing off icer  is  

authorised by the election commis-
sion to do everything to ensure free 
and fair election. The divisional 
commissioner will cooperate him in 
this regard," an election commis-
sioner told the meeting.

"Legal complexities may arise if 
the divisional commissioner contin-
ues doing such activities which is 
beyond his jurisdiction," he 
observed. 

The EC discussed opposition-
backed mayoral candidate ABM 
Mohiuddin Chowdhury's allegation 
that 20 percent extra ballot papers 
are being printed for the CCC elec-
tion. Electoral rules do not allow 
printing of extra ballot papers.

The EC also discussed the 
newspaper reports on incidents of 
violation of electoral code of con-
duct. A report published yesterday 
says the ruling alliance mayoral 
candidate has launched campaign 
with CNG autorickshaws and mike 
while the opposition-backed candi-
date set up election camps on the 
streets.

The EC directed the returning 
officer to probe the incidents.

Ctg div commissioner

Blair sniffs 
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driving seat," he said on GMTV 
breakfast television, in the first of a 
full slate of interviews and Labour 
Party rallies aimed at wooing 
legions of uncommitted voters. 

Meanwhile, the leaders of the 
opposition Conservatives and 
Liberal Democrats were making 
their own last campaign calls, urging 
voters to punish Blair over the 
unpopular Iraq war and other 
issues. 

Despite a frantic and sometimes 
bitter few weeks of campaigning, 
both pundits and opinion polls have 
remained constant throughout: 
Blair's Labour Party is likely to be re-
elected, albeit most likely with a 
smaller parliamentary majority. 

No new opinion polls were pub-
lished in Wednesday's British 
newspapers, but the tone of the 
coverage suggested clearly that the 
election outcome was beginning to 
look a foregone conclusion. 

The right-wing Daily Mail pub-
lished a three-page guide to parlia-
mentary seats in which so-called 
"tactical voting" could remove 
Labour Party lawmakers, thus 
helping "give Mr. Blair a bloody 
nose". 

This appeared the best feasible 
outcome, the Blair-detesting news-
paper admitted in an editorial col-
umn. 

"If we're being honest, our sup-
port for a Conservative victory -- 
which we concede is unlikely -- is 
superseded by an even greater 
imperative: to diminish the power of 
the overweeningly arrogant Mr. Blair 
and restore a healthy democracy to 
this country," it said. 

The sense of inevitability led 
some papers to leave the election 
off their front pages, focusing 
instead on news such as Tuesday 
n igh t ' s  a l l -Eng l i sh  foo tba l l  
Champions League semi-final. 
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pro-people economic growth and 
social development, he said.

He noted that Bangladesh holds 
a unique position in the international 
community as a moderate Islamic 
country with a democratic govern-
ment. Many countries hope for its 
success, but to unlock its growth 
potential, Bangladesh needs to 
improve its governance.

"What I think is most needed is 
Bangladesh's strong political will 
and commitment and concrete 
actions to improve the law and order 
situation, eradicate corruption and 
enhance its implementation capac-
ity," Horiguchi added.

Replying to a question on reform-
ing the caretaker government 
system, the Japanese ambassador 
said, "The matter should be settled 
by the people and the government 
of Bangladesh and we hope that the 
next election will be held in a free 
and fair way. Bangladesh should be 
proud of its last three elections."

Horiguchi observed the law and 
order situation has greatly improved 
after the introduction of the Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) and admitted 
that there is criticism about the 
many extra-judicial killings by Rab.

"The dependence on Rab to 
ensure security can be attributed to 
the malfunction of the police and 
judicial systems. Improvement of 
these systems is a crucial challenge 
for Bangladesh," he quipped, add-
ing that Bangladesh has sought 
Japanese assistance for reforming 
the police.

He assured that the Japanese 
government will make effective 
contributions in this regard, includ-
ing equipment, and training for the 
police and that Japan may help set 
up a forensic research institute in 
Bangladesh.

The Japanese envoy noted that 
the Bangladesh government has 
taken several steps to ensure 
stability, such as banning the 
extremist Islamic organisations and 

arresting their leaders, arresting the 
suspects of Kibria assassination 
case and the arms smuggling case 
in Chittagong. But the real picture 
behind these crimes is yet to 
emerge.

"I request the government to 
continue investigations into the 
unsolved cases and bring the sus-
pects to trial under a due process," 
he added.

The ambassador observed that 
in the context of the expiry of the 
MFA (Multi-Fibre Agreement), 
Bangladesh is faced with the chal-
lenge of enhancing its competitive-
ness in the global market and diver-
sifying its exports.

"Promoting investment, includ-
ing the FDI would be the most 
effective solution. However, infra-
structure development…has shown 
little progress. For example, few 
tenders and contracts for power 
plant construction have been suc-
cessful in recent years, which would 
lead to serious power shortage in 
the near future," he said.

In recent months, Japan has 
committed $107 million for con-
struction of roads in Chittagong and 
Sylhet, $50 million for overhauling 
some units of the Ashuganj power 
plant, and $78 million for the 
Rupsha bridge besides cooperating 
in conducting the feasibility study of 
the Padma bridge.

The Japanese envoy noted that 
since 1994, Bangladesh has sup-
ported Japan's interest in becoming 
a permanent member of the UN 
Security Council.

Being the biggest bilateral donor, 
Japan provides support in 12 priority 
s e c t o r s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h - -
infrastructure development, trans-
portation, bridges, rural develop-
ment, education, health, water, 
private sector development among 
them. Bangladeshi exports to Japan 
stand at around $400 million and 
imports from that country at around 
$100 million.

Fix law and order
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among lawyers and litigants on the 
court premises.

M e t r o p o l i t a n  M a g i s t r a t e  
Rokanuddoula in his order said 
there was no development in the 
interrogation of the arrestees and 
that the charges brought against 
them are bailable.

The accused are immigration 
cops Sub-inspector (SI) Mokbul 
Ahmed, Assistant SI Ashraful Alam, 
constable Motiur Rahman, Caab 
(Civ i l  Av ia t ion Author i ty  o f  
Bangladesh) Security Officer 
Amzad Hossain, brokers Mokhlesur 
Rahman, Fazlul Karim and Mokbul 
Ahmed, and fortune seekers Kaptan 
Mia, Abul Kalam, Mohammad Kabir 
and Mohammad Ishaq.

Airport police yesterday took all 
the accused except the fortune 
seekers to the court on completion 
of their one-day remand.

Investigation officer Mohammad 
Harun-or-Rashid in his forwarding 
report said they received important 
information from the arrestees, who 
need to be confined until the investi-

gation ends.
General Recording Officer 

(GRO) SI Sairul Islam opposed the 
bail petitions, saying the charges 
were primarily proved.

He said the fake passport hold-
ers in their confessional statements 
to a magistrate also revealed the 
names of other arrestees involved in 
the incident.

The defence lawyers submitted 
separate bail petitions, saying their 
clients were falsely implicated in the 
case as part of a conspiracy.

Senior Advocate Mahabubul 
Haque told The Daily Star he won-
ders how a magistrate grants bail to 
the accused within such a short 
time. Even if the charges are bail-
able, they should not be bailed 
considering their offences, which 
have tarnished the country's image, 
he added.

Police in separate drives on April 
29 and May 1 arrested the cops, 
security officer, brokers and the 
fortune seekers.

3 immigration cops

Indian strike 
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e n t r y  o f  t h e i r  t r u c k s  i n t o  
Bangladesh. But the customs 
officials stood firm on new rules that 
required separate invoice, packing 
list and identification of goods 
carried by every truck.

NBR Chairman Khairuzzaman 
Chowdhury visiting Benapole told 
the Ind ian por t  users  and 
Bangladeshi importers to abide by 
the new rules. 

Refusing to yield to their 
demands ,  Chowdhury  sa id  
Bangladesh will not be affected 
much if the strike continued for an 
indefinite period. 

Another report from Satkhira said 
the Indian users of Bhomra land port 
continued their strike yesterday.

They went on the strike on 
Tuesday protesting the killing of an 
Indian woman by the BSF on their 
border, thinking her a Bangladesh 
national.

A BSF man gunned down the 
woman along the barbed wire 
fencing inside the Indian territory at 
Ghojadanga opposite to Bhomra 
land port in the afternoon.

Angry villagers set ablaze two 
BSF jeeps, ransacked the BSF 
outpost and demanded punishment 
to the killer. Indian port users, who 
were also subjected to BSF harass-
ment, joined the villagers and went 
on a strike.

Rafiqul Islam, immigration 
official at Bhomra land port said 
about 1,000 goods-laden trucks 
remained stranded on both sides of 
the port.
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frustration in the business com-
munity, they reported to the pre-
mier. 

They said the International 
Monetary Fund and perhaps also 
the Bangladesh Bank mistakenly 
consider that private sector credit 
has grown at an excessive rate, 
which might aggravate the infla-
tionary situation. But, according 
to a central bank analysis, the 
credit growth has not been exces-
sive at all, they pointed out.

UNB adds: The 14-member 
MCCI delegation included its 
Vice-President AKM Rafiqul 
Islam, Secretary General CK 
Hyder and members M Shamsul 
Alam, M Anis Ud Dowla, Steve 
Banner, M Nurul Islam, Obaidur 
Rahman Khan, Syed Nasim 
Manzur and Rokia A Rahman.

Former presidents of the cham-
ber Syed Manzur Elahi, Samson 
H Chowdhury, Latifur Rahman 
and Laila Rahman Kabir were 
also present.

As the chamber leaders dis-
cussed a number of business 
issues, the prime minister reaf-
firmed to the delegation that hers 
is a business-friendly government 
and, at the same time, is aware of 
the importance of ensuring the 
welfare of workers and employ-
ees.

She urged the industrialists to 
upgrade safety and security 
measures and the working condi-
tion in their mills and factories. In 
this context, she requested the 
authorities to ensure due com-
pensation for the victims of the 
garment factory building col-

lapse at Savar.
She also asked some industri-

alists to pay their arrears with bill 
payments for utility services like 
power, gas and telephone as well 
as the value-added tax (Vat) so 
that the government can reinvest 
more for expanding the utilities.

MCCI leaders termed the 
recent launching of a world-class 
hospital in the city by foreign 
investors a success of the govern-
ment's policy to attract foreign 
investment.

They also lauded the govern-
ment measures that have led to 
an improved law and order and 
posted a positive impact on indus-
trial growth.

During the meeting, Khaleda 
wanted to know about the prog-
ress of work on the BGMEA hospi-
tal, the foundation stone of which 
she had laid earlier.

The MCCI leaders invited the 
prime minister to a function they 
will organise to celebrate the 
hundred years of the chamber this 
year.

MCCI rallies against
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this parliament now that 60 to 70 
percent of the parliamentarians are 
either black money holders or 
godfathers of criminals?" Jalil 
asked. 

Asked if they will join the next 
parliament session, he said the AL 
always wants to go back to the 
parliament but the government's 
unfriendly attitude forces it to stay 
away from the House.

Jalil referred to a meeting BNP 
Secretary General Abdul Mannan 
Bhuiyan and he attended last year 
and said, " In that meeting we both 
agreed not to harbour those who 
own black money and godfathers of 
criminals in the party, but since then 
we have not got any positive 
response from the BNP on the 
issue."

Turning to the reforms, Jalil said, 
"It is typical of (Prime Minister) 
Khaleda Zia to oppose any sorts of 
reforms although she finally give in 
to the pressure created by the 
opposition parties." 

Asked about the BNP secretary 
general's refusal to discuss care-
taker government reforms and 
appointment of new chief election 
commissioner (CEC), Jalil said, 
"What Mannan Bhuiyan has said 
bears no significance. What 
Khaleda Zia says matters."

The AL general secretary said 
appointment of a new CEC has 
nothing to do with the reform pro-
posal being drafted by the opposi-
tion regarding caretaker govern-
ment system and the EC.

Asked if the AL would launch a 
street agitation if the government 
arbitrarily appoints the new CEC, he 
replied, "Let the time come and you 
will see it in future."

On Chittagong City Corporation 
election scheduled for May 9, Jalil 
said the AL-backed candidates 
would secure 60-70 percent of the 
ballots at stake if the election were 

free and fair. He warned however 
that if the elections were rigged, the 
opposition parties would launch a 
movement from Chittagong to bring 
down the government.

On the recent border skirmishes, 
the AL leader said the government 
let those happen to fan anti-Indian 
sentiments ahead of the national 
election to reap political benefits.

Jalil again rules out polls 
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"when the government will publish 
advertisements seeking investors," 
said a source.  

The finance ministry, which 
designed the PIM, in a proposal also 
laid down the prerequisites for 
private sector investors, besides 
opening the doors for foreign invest-
ment, in the bank.

The proposal suggests amend-
ments to the Bank Company Act to 
attract and facilitate foreign invest-
ment in the bank by lifting certain 
restrictions like the limit on expatri-
ate management staff. 

The ministry also recommends a 
radical change in the human 
resources policy of the nationalised 
commercial bank that employs 
some 5,300 people and runs 491 
branches across the country.

According to the PIM, 79 percent 
staff of Rupali Bank are aged over 
40, 19.4 percent from 31 to 40 and 
only 1.3 percent below 30. In 2004, 
the bank earned a Tk 1.68 billion 
operating income and a Tk 200 
million profit before tax.

As per a condition of the IMF 
against its $80-million fourth 
tranche of the Poverty Reduction 
Growth Facility (PRGF), the PIM 
was scheduled to be finalised in 
December last. But the government 
could not do that as it had differ-
ences of opinion with the IMF over 
how the bank should be privatised. 
Consequently, the IMF has kept the 
PRGF loan suspended since 
January.

S o u r c e s  s a i d  t h e  n e w  
privatisation drive would help 
Bangladesh get the PRGF again.

According to the PIM, Rupali 
Bank needs to get back the huge 
amount of loans defaulted by state-
owned enterprises. To repay these 
loans, the government will issue 
bonds and raise money from the 
public.

The PIM requires the strategic 
investor to inject new capital propor-
tionate to its shareholding to push 
up Rupali Bank's capital adequacy 
ratio under the Bangladesh Bank 
guidelines to 9 percent. The govern-
ment will participate in this capital 
injection in proportion to its remain-
ing shares.

The investor may be a banking, 
non-banking or bank investment 
company. It should have at least five 
years of business record and, in 
case of a foreign investor, it should 
have no objections for the invest-
ment from its home banking regula-
tory authorities. 

The investor will also be required 
to provide information on the 
sources of funding for the acquisi-
tion along with a clear indication of 
the level of capital investment over 
the next five years.

Rupali privatisation

BDR, BSF
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on the border.
Sources said the BDR chief went 

to the capital of the Indian state of 
Tripura through Akhaura immigra-
tion check post and exchanged 
greetings with the BSF DIG and 
other battalion commanders.

Comilla Sector Commander Colonel 
Jahangir Alam and Commanding Officer 
of BDR-7 Rifles Battalion Lt Colonel Syed 
Kamruzzaman accompanied their chief.

Later, Gen Jahangir visited the 
Fakirmura border outpost and gave 
necessary directives to his force to 
ensure full time border patrol and 
curb cross-border crimes, an official 
handout said.   

He also exchanged views with 
the officials of the paramilitary force 
and asked them to face any situa-
tion with patience and wisdom.

Our B'baria correspondent 
reported that the BDR chief also 
visited the border village, Hirapur, in 
Akhaura and talked to the people 
affected during the BDR-BSF con-
frontation on April16. 

He told the villagers that the BDR 
men would help them harvest crops 
in their fields near the frontier.

The BDR DG also visited the 
family of the 10-year-old Nahid 
Akhter who was killed in BSF firing 
on April 16. 

Talking to newsmen, the BDR 
chief said the probe report on the 
Akhaura incident found no offence 
on the part of his force.

Pro-govt 
lawyers 
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of the SC' on the court premises.
At the meting, SCBA leaders 

reiterated their demand to the chief 
justice to withdraw Faizee from 
judicial function.

Former SCBA presidents Abdul 
Baset Majumder and Ozair Farooq, 
former law, justice and parliamen-
tary affairs minister Advocate Abdul 
Matin Khasru, SCBA Secretary 
Enayetur Rahim, Mamtajuddin 
Mehedi and BA Rashid, among 
others, addressed the meet.

Bangladeshi 
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Embassy in Jordan of the matter but 
to no effect." 

Kabir said 121 Bangladeshi 
workers went to Jordan through 
'Golden View', a Bangladeshi travel 
agency, in November-December 
last year. 

"The 121 workers had to huddle 
in four small rooms and the Al 
Shahed authorities used to give us 
inadequate food and water. They 
put us under lock and key in our 
rooms and factory so that we could 
not contact with others," he added. 

"As I, along with five other work-
ers, protested the inhuman torture, 
the authorities forcibly sent us 
back," he said. 

Kabir alleged that Ohiduzzaman 
Razu, owner of Golden View 
ignored them when they informed 
him of the matter after returning 
home. 

He demanded compensation 
from the travel agency and urged 
the government to take action in this 
regard.

Fisherman 
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Family sources said Abu Taleb was 

seriously injured in the head, hands, 

chest and back. He was immedi-

ately taken to Shyamnagar upazila 

health complex and was later 

shifted to Satkhira sadar Hospital as 

his condition deteriorated.
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report. He also urged him to take 
action against the chief justice in 
accordance with the constitution 
and appealed for justice.

The Supreme Judicial Council 
consists of the chief justice and two 
next senior judges. If there is any 
allegation against any of the three, 
the judge next in seniority will be 
made a member.

Mamun made the appeal with the 
president after the High Court on 
April 17 rejected his April 9 plea to 
issue a rule upon the chief justice 'to 
show cause under what authority he 
was holding the office of the chief 
justice of Bangladesh and why it 
shall not be declared that the office 
of the chief justice of Bangladesh 
has become vacant upon his dis-
qualification'.

The HC Division Bench of 
Justice Shah Abu Nayeem Mominur 
Rahman and Justice Moyeenul 
Islam Chowdhury said in its obser-
vation that the president is the 
authority to remove a sitting judge. 
The president has to initiate pro-
ceedings against a judge for the 
removal and act on the information 
received from the (Supreme 
Judicial) Council or from any other 
source that include any petition or 
representation, it said.

Yesterday, Mamun went to the 
President's office in Bangabhaban 
around 10:00am and submitted his 
eight-page application. He also 
attached a copy of his writ petition, 
the High Court judgement on it and 
some other documents.

Asked whether he submitted his 
application to the President, Mamun 
told The Daily Star: "I received the 
High Court order on my writ petition 
yesterday (Tuesday). Since there is 
no alternative following the High 
Court verdict, I submitted my appli-
cation to the president today, 
informing him about my griev-
ances."

President Iajuddin Ahmed 
appointed Mamun along with 10 
others as additional judge on July 
29, 2002 for a two-year term, but 
services of all except Mamun were 
confirmed on July 28, 2004. Mamun 
had his job extended for further six 
months the same day, but he was 
not confirmed on expiry of the 
period.

ALLEGATIONS
Mamun alleged that the chief 

justice did not process his case for 
his appointment as a permanent 
judge 'out of ill will and malafide 

intention' even though there was no 
allegation of incompetence or 
inefficiency against his functioning 
as a judge. 

"..Thus the learned Chief Justice 
disqualified himself to continue as 
judge of Bangladesh, inasmuch as 
he has violated his oath, to do the 
right without ill will."

Mamun said while serving as 
additional judge, he had applied for 
an old official car only to be refused. 
After some days, the chief justice 
allotted the car for Justice Syed 
Dastagir Hossain. Mamun was told 
then the car was allotted on the 
basis of seniority. 

That Justice Syed Dastagir 
Hossain is a first cousin of the chief 
justice is not the grievance of the 
petitioner (Mamun), but the griev-
ance is that the chief justice has 
deliberately violated his own stan-
dard in the instance of allotting 
residential accommodation, Mamun 
said in his petition.

When house No. 12 in the 
Judges' Complex, Dhaka became 
vacant due to the shifting of Justice 
Syed JR Mudassir Husain to the 
official residence of the chief justice, 
Mamun was likely to get it on the 
basis of seniority. But the chief 
justice allotted it to Justice Zinat Ara 
in breach of his own standard and 
utter violation of the constitution 'in 
an act of favour and affection', 
Mamun further alleged.

While Mamun protested the 
allotment of the house to his junior, 
he pointed it out to the chief justice 
that gender discrimination is prohib-
ited in the constitution and that an 
additional judge of the High Court 'is 
not a distress woman'. 

In another allegation, Mamun 
said the chief justice has awarded 
former registrar of the Supreme 
Court Kamrul Islam Siddiquee office 
of additional judge of the Supreme 
Court 'for his participation in carry-
ing out illegal orders'.

He also alleged that Advisor to 
the Prime Minister on Parliamentary 
A f f a i r s  S a l a u d d i n  Q a d e r  
Chowdhury had informed him that 
the chief justice tried to persuade 
him over the telephone to ensure 
appointment of Kamrul Islam 
Siddiquee as additional judge 
'which tarnished the impartiality and 
image of the chief justice's office'.

Former judge goes 

Ataur Rahman 
joins ACC
as secretary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Additional Secretary M Ataur 
Rahman yesterday joined as secre-
tary  of  the Ant i -Corrupt ion 
Commission (ACC).

Before joining the position, he 
was working at the Prime Minister's 
Office as director of a housing 
project.

The government on Tuesday 
appointed him as ACC secretary on 
deputation following an ACC pro-
posal.

The ACC had disagreement with 
the government over the appoint-
ment of a secretary since its forma-
tion on November 21 last year. The 
appointment of Ataur put an end to 
the over five-month dispute.

Saddam's 
nephew 
held
AP, Baghdad

Iraqi security forces captured a son 
of one of    Saddam Hussein's half 
brothers, who allegedly financed the 
insurgency, in a raid on suspected 
militants near the ousted dictator's 
hometown, the government said 
yesterday. 

The operation took place earlier 
this month near Tikrit, Saddam's 
hometown, 80 miles north of 
Baghdad. Several other suspected 
militants were arrested in the raid, 
which netted authorities a cache of 
explosives, the statement said.

Ayman Sabawi is the son of 
Sabawi Ibrahim al-Hassan, a half 
brother of Saddam's, who served as 
a presidential adviser before the 
U.S.-led invasion. Al-Hassan was 
captured Feb. 26 this year.

Ayman Sabawi "played a particu-
larly active role in sustaining the 
terrorism by providing financial 
support, weapons and explosives to 
terrorist groups," the statement 
said.

Saddam, who has three half 
brothers, was captured by U.S. 
forces in December 2003 and 
remains in custody. He is charged 
with war crimes, but no date has 
been set for his trial.

Swiss arrest 
Russian 
ex-minister  
BBC ONLINE  

A former Russian atomic energy 
minister has been arrested in 
Switzerland at the request of the 
United States, where he is wanted 
for money laundering. 

Yevgeny Adamov, a nuclear 
physicist, was detained while on a 
visit to Bern, the Swiss justice 
ministry has said. 

He is accused of diverting up to 
$9m (£4.7m) the US gave to Russia 
to improve security at its nuclear 
facilities, the Swiss added. 

A lawyer for Mr Adamov has 
been quoted as saying the charge is 
"baseless". 

Adamov, who was minister from 
1998 until 2001, is due to appear 
before a Swiss court to say whether 
he agrees to be extradited. 

He reportedly travelled to Bern to 
discuss with Swiss authorities the 
freezing of some of his daughter's 
bank accounts. 

Adamov currently jointly owns a 
consu l tancy  f i rm based  in  
Pennsylvania. 

Before serving as minister, he 
headed Moscow's NIKIET nuclear 
research institute, which developed 
nuclear weapons. 

He has been criticised by a 
Russian parliamentary committee 
for illegally setting up companies 
inside Russia and abroad. 

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, 
the US has helped Russia recover 
nuclear material from outdated 
warheads and improve safety at its 
nuclear reactors. 

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Lightning killed eight people and 
injured 15 others in Panchagarh, 
Nilphamari, Rangpur, Cox's Bazar 
and Chandpur districts yesterday. 

In Panchagarh, two separate 
incidents of lightning left three 
people killed and three others 
injured. The first incident took place 
at Dalupara village under Tentulia 
upazila of the district and the second 
at Kaleswarpara village under 
Sadar upazila. 

Genda Napit, 65, and his family 
members were struck by lightning 
while they were asleep at their 
house at Dulapara village in Tentulia 
upazila. Genda died on the spot and 
his grandson Naibul Islam, 16, 
succumbed to his injuries on the 
way to hospital. 

Nazma, 20 of Kaleswarpara 
village in Panchagarh Sadar upazila 
was killed by lightning. Fazar Ali, 
Nazmul Haque and an unidentified 
woman of the same village were 

injured and admitted to Panchagarh 
Modern Hospital. 

In Rangpur, Sufia, 45, wife of 
Hafizuddin of Char Ishwarkul village 
in Gangachara upazila, and her 
daughter Arjina, 10, died when a 
thunderbolt hit them. Police recov-
ered the bodies. 

Fatiha Akter, 18, was killed and 
her husband and a child were 
i n j u r e d  b y  l i g h t n i n g  i n  
Kalarmarchhara area under 
Moheshkhali upazila of Cox's Bazar. 

In Nilphamari, Kaltu Mahmud, 
35, son of Osman Ali, was killed at 
Chaoradangi village in Jaldhaka 
upazila of the district. He was struck 
by lightning while working in his 
paddy field in the morning. 

Lightning killed Delu Mollah at 
Damadi village in Sadar upazilla of 
Chadpur district when he was 
working in the paddy field near the 
river Meghna. Housewife Fatema 
Begum, 40, and Razia Akhter, 12, of 
the village received burn injury in the 
incident.

Lightning kills 8
in 5 districts

Twelve new 
moons for 
Saturn  
BBC ONLINE

Astronomers have discovered 12 
new moons orbiting Saturn, bringing 
its number of natural satellites to 46. 

The moons are small, irregular 
bodies - probably only about 3-7km 
in size - that are far from Saturn and 
take about two years to complete 
one orbit. 

All but one circles Saturn in the 
opposite direction to its larger 
moons - a characteristic of captured 
bodies. 

Jupiter is the planet with the most 
moons, 63 at the last count. Saturn 
now has 46. Uranus has 27 and 
Neptune 13. 

The latest ones were found last 
year using the Subaru telescope in 
Hawaii. Confirmation observations 
were made last month using the 
Gemini North telescope also situ-
ated in Hawaii. 

Dave Jewitt of the University of 
Hawaii, co-discoverer of the 
objects, told the BBC News website 
that they were found as part of a 
detailed survey of the outer planets 
in order to better understand their 
origin. 

The newly-found satellites were 
probably formed in the main aster-
oid belt between Mars and Jupiter, 
and scattered out of it by the tug of 
Jupiter's gravity. 

"The key question is how they 
became captured by Saturn. The 
current models devised to explain 
how such bodies are captured are 
unable to explain why they reach the 
orbits they do," said Dr Jewitt. 

"The new discoveries should 
improve our knowledge of satellite 
systems in general and should, 
eventually, lead to an understanding 
of how such small, irregular bodies 
are captured by the gravity of giant 
planets". 

"Having more satellites to study 
will give us more data to plug into 
our computer simulations that may 
tell us what happened", he added. 

Astronomers have found that all 
four giant planets - Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune - possess 
about the same number of small 
irregular satellites irrespective of the 
mass of the planet, the orbit of the 
satellites, or if they were captured or 
formed in orbit. This observation 
remains unexplained. 
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