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Satyajit Ray's 84th Birth Anniversary

Remembering the magician behind

@The Daily Star

Exhibition
Culling of colourful cartoons

the camera

AFSAR AHMED
ATYAJIT Ray, the legendary
filmmaker, is known for his unique
approach to cinema. Though he
made his films in Bangla, his works are of
universal interest and reveal a remarkable
humanism, elaborate observation and subtle
handling of characters and situations. On the
occasion of this master story teller's 84th
birth anniversary, the Department of Theatre
and Music, Dhaka University in association
with Bangladesh-Bharat Sampriti Parishad,
Association of Bangladeshis who studied in
India (ABSI) and the High Commission of
India organised a programme on May 2 at
Natmandal.
The programme started with eminent
professor Dr Anisuzzaman placing wreaths on
Satyajit's portrait. Remembering this great

director, Anisuzzaman said, "The cinema of
Satyaijit Ray is a rare blend of intellect and
emotions. He is controlled, precise,
meticulous, and yet, evokes a deep emotional
response from the audience." He added that,
"In addition to filmmaking, Ray was a
composer, a writer and a graphic designer. He
even designed a new typeface."

Dr Rajeev Humayun, president of ABSI
said, "There was a time when we used to talk
for hours on Ray's films during the 1960s and
1970s. The four generations of the Ray family,
from Upendra to today's Sandeep, are

dedicated to enriching Bangla literature and
culture."

A nostalgic children littérateur, Ali Imam
reminisced on his 10-minute encounter with
Satyaijit in 1986 and said, "Satyaijit utilised
every second of his life. Apart from writing and
making films he has earned a niche in

typography and graphics art. His commend-
able touch is visible in his portrayal of children
and old people in his cinema and his detailed
sketches of costume, set design and planning
of screenplays.”

Dr Shoumitra Shekhor presented a keynote
address on "Satyajit Ray's literature for
children" and said, "Besides the family
tradition of writing, Satyajit has his unique
style which generates pure entertainment. His
tremendously intelligent detective Feluda or
the genius scientist Professor Shanku and
many other characters are precious
contributions to Bangla literature. In 1961, he
revived and continued to publish the Bangla
children's magazine Sandesh, which was
funded by his grandfather Upendrakishore
Ray."

Deputy High Commissioner of India in
Bangladesh Sharbajit Chakravarty, poet Sabir
Ahmed Chowdhury, Dr Neem Chandra
Bhoumik also spoke at the programme while
Dr Mridul Kanti Chakravarty, Acting Chairman
of Department of Theatre and Music, Dhaka
University presided over the programme.

The second part of the programme
exemplified the music sense of this great
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The spontaneous putting together of cartoons by artists
of Unmad, and other well-known cartoonists, is well
worth visiting and examining. The exhibit is at the
Alliance Francaise and brings together experts such as
Rafiqun Nabi and Shishir Bhattacharya, and remarkable
newcomers in this genre of arts. The focus is more on
the lesser-known artists, as the more famous ones didn't
wish to be in the limelight. This celebrates the silver
jubilee of Unmad but has included cartoonists from
other magazines and successful newspapers too.

The exhibit which began recently has been put on
walls, in a straight line, so that if one examines them,
even at one go, they are easy to comprehend and are
undoubtedly witty. The cartoons have been put on the
floor too, in a neat geometrical design so that the exhibit
appears like some nouveau installation. They are not
only satires on the socio-political situation but also on
the economy -- without fear or favour. A few critics felt
that there could have been more eye-rest, but who can
expect a curator in a local project of upcoming
entrepreneurs? Mostly in black and white, touched with
pastel and muted shades, the cartoons combine pen-
and-ink sketches with poster and water-colour washes.

Cartoons began with black and white sketches
during the late 19th century in France and England. In
Bangladesh the Liberation War brought in experts like
Rafigun Nabi, who lampooned the life around him and

worldwide. The vision of the young cartoonists was also
mind-boggling. The message is instantaneous; no stone
is left unturned in the search for subjects to delineate.
The cartoons make one smile, if not hold one's sides

A 3D cartoon at the exhibition

effort and vibrant imagination, a prize-giving ceremony
was included at the opening on May 2.

The exhibit includes cartoons by Asiful Huda (Amar
Desh/ Jai Jai Din), Ahsan Habib editor (Unmad), Tariqul
Islam (Unmad), Nazrul (freelancer/ Bela), Shahriyar
(freelancer), Rezaun Nabi (Proshika), Ahmed Kabir
(Amar Desh), Munir Hassan, Tariq Saifulllah (Aajker
Kagoj), Rocky (Naya Digonto/Unmad), Zahid Hassan
(Inquilab), Obaidur Rahman (Observer), Manik and
Ratan (Alpin).

Mehdi Huqg (Unmad), said, "The editorial cartoons
are a direct political attack whereas in Unmad one finds
an evaluation of the prevailing socio-economic
scenario. They are there to tickle your sides and no
more. During the post-Liberation time the preoccupation
was overtly political."

Ahsan Habib (Unmad), added that today there is
more of light humour. Suppose there is a TV serial or
there is the inevitable price hike, he said, there are then
the slanted attacks on that -- rather than an important
character. Earlier on, there were no such thing as
recognised cartoonists: painters like Rafiqun Nabi and
Shishir Bhattacharya filled the need.

Cher: "This truly is it"

The diva wraps up farewell tour

Belly dancers, a dancing elephant and a
video montage of her lengthy career
marked the end of Cher's three-year
farewell tour.

Cher, 58, played to a sold-out crowd last
Saturday at the Hollywood Bowl and
insisted this final concert on her 325-stop
tour really was the end.

"I'm approaching 80," she joked to the
crowd, "There are two reasons people
come back. Because, like the Stones,
they're broke. Again. Or they're old divas
who can't wait to be out among their adoring
fans. Butthis, this truly is it."

Video clips broadcast on four giant
screens showed the Sonny Bono years,
shots from her solo career and clips of Cher
with Carol Burnett, Ray Charles, Elton
John, David Bowie and the Muppets.

Her final show was vintage Cher, who
made her entrance from above, decked out
in a silver coat and hood. She kicked off the

with laughter. Each time one pauses to drink deep of the
treasure trove of fun and banter. The wit and humour
range from the caustic to the mild. One laughed and one
felt that the world laughed with one. As a mark of
appreciation of the promising cartoonists' unmitigated

director in his films and the rendition of songs by
the student of the Department of Theatre and
Music.

"In the beginning of his career, Ray worked
with some of the greatest music maestros of
Indian classical music; Pandit Ravi Shankar for
the Apu Trilogy and Parash Pathar (1958),
Ustad Vilayat Khan for Jalsaghar (1958) and Ali
Akbar Khan for Devi (1960). Since Teen Kanya
(1961), he began composing the music for his
films," said Mridul Kanti.

Mridul continued, "He would start working
onmusicin the very early stages of a production
- sometimes as early as in the script stage. He
would keep notes of the music ideas as they
evolved. He meticulously wrote the scores in
folk, raga and western notation depending on
musicians and the screenplay.”

Beginning with the song Aha ki anondo
akashey batashey from the movie Gupi Gain
Bagha Bain the singers also performed the

Poetry in any other language...

Exhibition

Title: Charon

Artists: Mazarul Islam Khan,
Sudipta Mallick and Subir Obayed
Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58,
Road 15/A, Dhanmondi

Time: April 26- May 05, from
10am to 8pm

Ray in different phases of his life

songs Maharaja tomarey selam(Gupi Gain
Bagha Bain) and Paye pori bagh mama (Hirok
Rajar Deshey) to the delight of the audience.
The two Tagore songs from the movie
Charulata, Ami chinigo chini tomarey by the
students and Phuley phuley dholey dholey by
Lilly Islam were entertaining. The last
performance of the programme was by the
guest artiste from India, Sharathi Chatterjee
with Prasun Chatterjee on tabla performing
raga Puria Dhanesri.

Artistes performing at the show

A spectator at the event

Benegal in trouble

The depiction of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's
marriage in a new film on the legendary figure of
undivided India, has landed its director Shyam
Benegal in controversy.

Five researchers on Bose in West Bengal plan to
take Benegal's, Bose - The Forgotten Hero to court for
showing Netaji married in the film. They claim they
have proof that Netaji never married Austrian Emilie
Schenkl, as shown in the movie.

According to researchers, Netaji's application for a
visa to visit China on November 23, 1939, mentioned
his marital status as 'single.' Netaji's family says he
married Schenkl secretly in 1937.

Researchers also urged Benegal to desist from
showing that Netaji died in the 1945 air crash.

KARIM WAHEED translated in German by renowned
Austrian poet Manfred Chobot in 2003.
Last year, Rahman's love poems were
translated in Japanese. His confidant,
Japanese poet, Kazuko Shiraishi,
edited the poems and they were
translated in Japanese by Yusuke
Keida. The same year, at a Malaysian
poetry festival, Hazi Hamdan Yahiya,
ex-director of a literary organisation
Dewan Bahasa Don, translated
Rahman's poetry in Malay. Further-
more, his poem, Bhashkorjo has been
translated in English, German,
Russian, Chinese, Arabic, Spanish,
Malay, Japanese and Urdu this year.

Rahman believes his Bangla poetry
does not lose much of its essence
when translated in other languages
because he has direct contacts with
the poets and literary personalities
who have translated and edited his
poems.

In recognition of his talent, Rahman

"What's in a name? That which we call
a rose by any other word would smell
as sweet," said Romeo in Shake-
speare's Romeo and Juliet. Poetry
invigorates us just like that although
some elements maybe lost in
translation. However, the essence is
captured altogether.

Poet Aminur Rahman is well aware
of this phenomenon, since his Bangla
poems have been translated in
several languages and well received
among poetry buffs.

Aminur Rahman embarked into the
arena of poetry way backin 1980. His first
book, Bishashikorotole, was published in
1989 and the readers seemed to be
smitten with his penmanship. Hridoypure
Dubshatar, published in 1991, was one
ofthe bestsellers in the Ekushey book fair
thatyear.

Rahman believes in 'romanticism' and

Artists: Md Akhtaruzzaman Shamol,
Syed Mohammad Shamim, Shyamal
Roy Chowdhury, Salina Haque Lina,
Uttam Kumar Roy, Abul Khayer

Venue: Zainul Gallery-2, Institute of fine
Arts, University of Dhaka

Time: May 01-07, from 11am to 8pm
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Aminur Rahman

request, he (Rahman) would
repeatedly read his poems out aloud in
Bangla while | took copious notes,
notations on syllabics, cadence,
rhyme and structure. The goal was to
make the English versions as rich and

Source: Internet

Satyajit Ray Film
Festival 2005

Organiser: High Commission of
India

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre
Auditorium, Road 96, House 25,
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