DHAKA TUESDAY MAY 3, 2005

Exhibition

Artist: Biren Shome

Venue: Shilpangan Gallery, House
25, Road 5, Dhanmondi

Time: April 28-May 12, from 10am
tolpm and 5pm to 8pm

Title: Charon

Artists: Mazarul Islam Khan,
Sudipta Mallick and Subir Obayed
Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58,
Road 15/A, Dhanmondi

Time: April 26- May 05, from
10am to 8pm

Musical Soiree

Organiser: Parapar

Venue: British Council, 5 Fuller
Road

Time: May 2-3, at 7pm

Baishakhi Mela
1412

Organiser: Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Industry Corporation
Venue: the regular venue of
International Trade Fair at Sher-e-
Banglanagar

Time: April 28-May 05, from 10am
to 8pm everyday

Satyajit Ray Film
Festival 2005

Organiser: High Commission of
India

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre
Auditorium, Road 96, House 25,
Gulshan 2

Time: May 02-14, at 6pm everyday
Schedule:

May 03 Jana Aranya
May 04 Nayak

May 05 Sonar Kella
May 06 Seemabaddha
May 08 Teen Kanya
May 09 Charulata
May 12 Ghare Baire
May 13 Chokher Bali
May 14 Atithi
Play

Occasion: May Day
Title: Jalbalika

Group: Padatik Natya Shangshad
Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Time: MayO4, at 7:15pm

Title: Metamorphosis

Group: Centre for Asian Theatre
(CAT)

Venue: Goethe-Insitut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Time: June 9, 16, 23, 30, at 7pm

Exhibition

Occasion: 60th anniversary of
Victory over Fascism

Venue: Russian Cultural Centre,
House 510, Road 7, Dhanmondi
Time: May 04-10, from 10am to
8pm

Artist: Muhammad Mohsin

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, Shegun Bagicha

Time: April 30-May 09, from 11am
to 7pm

Concert
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Parapar comes to town

KAVITA CHARANJI

FTER taking Kolkata by storm, London-

based music group Parapar is here in

Dhaka. Between yesterday and today,
the group is performing at the British Council
auditorium. The team of four, Moushumi
Bhowmik (vocal), Oliver Weeks (guitar), Rosalind
Acton (cello) and Ben Hillyard (bass) seek to
create music that stresses continuity between
diverse musical traditions -- kirtan, Bhatiyali,
adhunik, the blues and both Indian and Western
classical music. Audience response is evident in
the brisk ticket sales.

"Two thirds of the material that we are perform-
ing are Moushumi's own compositions. These
works fuse Bangla folk music: palagan, Bhatiyali,
Jhumur among others. Moushumi's songs will
remain intact and we will find a way to shape and
complement her. She is the focal point of our
music," maintains Oliver. He has gathered knowl-
edge about the music of Bengal, having carried
out fieldwork in 1999 on Baul gaan in the Birbhum

ing Bangla language texts and musical styles
within a western classical framework.

Moushumi Bhowmik, the central performer, is
a singer, lyricist and a music researcher. She is
not new to the country; visiting Dhaka over the
last 10 years, she has staged performances, met
friends, and undertaken research. She has co-
edited a book, titled Zenana Mehfil, with Shaheen
Akhter of Ain o Salish Kendra. This work covers
Bangalee Muslim women's writing over the first
40 vyears since they began publishing. In
Moushumi's words, "l had to come here to do
research for the project and also get to know
more and more people, make friends, perform
and collect songs."

Among the milestones in her musical career
are two projects with the renowned filmmaker
Tareque Masud. She wrote the song for Muktir
Kotha and composed the background music for
Matir Moina. In her words, "Tareque and

Catherine are very close and long time friends. It
is alearning experience for me to share ideas and
inspiration with them." Talking about her experi-

Moushumi Bhowmik

URE

Event

The Daily Star

Karmoijibi Nari celebrates May Day

ERSHAD KAMOL

"Song of May Day

Sailing in the blue sky,

Triumphant song of labourers
Listentoit--

(You will hear) rhythm of Henry's
hammer.

Hohohoho

Rhythm of Henry's hammer."

(Last verses of Naam Tar Chhilo
John Henry)

The choir of the cultural front of
Karmojibi Nari rendered the aware-
ness generating revolutionary
songs on May Day.

Hundreds of female workers, with
red flags and festoons and red
head- bands, gathered at the Cen-
tral Shaheed Minar Premises to
celebrate the International Labour
Day.

The choir sang Purbo Digante
Shujo Uthechhe, Dhono Dhanye
Pushpe Bhora and other patriotic
songs, which were a clarion call to
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A scene from the street play Adhikarer Proshne Amra

Interspersed with the songs were
speeches by the president of the
organisation, Shirin Akhtar and the
mothers of the victims of the col-
lapse at Spectrum Sweater Factory
at Savar. Rokeya Rafiq Baby, the

Adhikarer Proshne Amra by Preetim
Kumar Bal was staged.

Preetim's play depicts the strug-
gle of the women workers in the
current social milieu. Garments
workers in our society often face

district of West Bengal. He has also written a
number of works which experiment with develop-
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Rosalind Acton

Ben Hillyard

ence in the course of shooting Matir Moina, she
says, "This was the first time | was doing the

babhir kori.

Oliver Weeks

music for a feature film. It was a challenge."
Moushumi also has to her credit three albums
of songs, written, composed and sung by her:
There's Tumio cheel hao (HMV 1994), Ekhono
galpo lekho (Times Music 2000) and Ami ghar

What is her usual theme? In Moushumi's
words, "There is a certain political consciousness
woven into the songs."

Another member of the group, Ben Hillyard, is
visiting Dhaka for the first time. "It will be interest-
ing to see how the audience reacts to our perfor-
mance," he says. His credentials are good: heis a
London-based composer, musician and teaching
artiste, specialising in electric and acoustic bass.

Rosalind Acton is also positive about the group
and its performance. "I am classically trained.
Usually we just read music and interpret it rather
than actively create. Here all of us are creating,"
says Rosalind.

garment workers to be aware of
their rights.

Artistes performing at the event

executive director of Karmojibi Nari,
was the host of the programme.
After the songs, a street drama,

injustice. There are times when they
do not get help even from the law
enforcing agents.

Preetim's play delivered various
messages relating to the rights of
women workers. To give the work a
realistic flavour, the playwright has
used many popular songs like Bukta
faitta jay and others sung by the
slum dwellers.

In the awareness generating
street drama, director Kamaluddin
Nilu has followed the drama trend
introduced by German drama
legend Bertolt Brecht.

Sabina Sultana, as the leader of
the women workers, delivered a
moving speech in the final scene,
calling for mass participation in the
fight for workers' rights. All the
performers of Centre for Asian
Theatre (CAT) performed enthusi-

PHOTO: STAR astically in the street play.

Unilever launches the biggest
talent hunt in Bangladesh

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To bring forth the gifted singers in the
country, Unilever has launched a
grand talent hunt in Bangladesh:
Close Up 1 Tomakeyee Khujchey
Bangladesh at the Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel on May 2. The
event was launched by Sanjiv
Mehta, the Chairman and MD of
Unilever Bangladesh Ltd. Mehta
said that with the talent hunt,
Unilever is embarking upon a jour-
ney to fulfill the dreams of the young
artistes of Bangladesh. Unilever
hopes that Close Up 1 will success-
fully embrace music, talent and
confidence to help the talented
musicians establish themselves.

The nationwide competition will be
telecast on ntv (starting from May 4),
the media partner for the event.
Enayetur Rahman, the managing
director of ntv and Aly Zaker the
Chairman of Asiatic Marketing Com-
munications Ltd, the creative partner
for this competition, also spoke on the
occasion.

The concept of a youth contest
was first attempted in 2003. In its first
year, Close Up 1focused on creative
writing and fashion designing. The
next year it was poetry and T-shirt
designing. However, it was evident

that music was an integral part of the
lives of the youth. With this insight,
this year a bigger, better and brighter
Close Up 1 Tomakeyee Khujchey
Bangladesh -- was conceived.

Bangladeshi citizens, aged
between 16-30 would be eligible to
participate in the programme by
registering at a Call Center by dialing
011 121123, or by logging on to the
website, www.closeup1.com.

The preliminary screening will be
held at 11 different locations across
the country. Eminent music person-
alities like Ahmed Imtiaz Bulbul,
Kumar Bishwajeet, and Shakila
Zafar, have agreed to be part of the
jury. In addition to the judges, the
viewers will also participate in the
joint selection process by casting
their votes through SMS. CityCell is
assisting the event with their call
centres and other major telecom
companies are willing to help as
well.

The champion will sign a Taka five
lakh contract for an album, a four-
day trip abroad for two and other
attractive prizes. In addition, the
Close Up 1 winner will be part of
major concerts at home and abroad
along with major artistes of Bangla-
desh.

Nrityanchal's dance performance

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The annual
Nrityanchal Performing Arts Academy
was held at the Shishu Academy
auditorium on Saturday last.

The programme started with a
Bharatnatyam dance piece, Shlokam,
performed by the children of the acad-
emy. Media personality Muhammad
Jahangir delivered his welcome
speech. The chief guest of the show,
the Chairman of International Theatre
Institute, Bangladesh, Ramendu
Majumder said, " Due to lack of expo-
sure to innovative dances in Bangla-
desh, dance as an art form has not
been able to reach the status of thea-
tre or literature. In this context,
Nrityanchal's effort to attractively
present dance with a blend of the
contemporary and traditional style is
commendable."

Shamim Ara Neepa, one of the

dance evening of

directors of Nrityanchal, said, "This
show features the students of
Nrityanchal from all age groups."

The young participants charmed
the spectators throughout the show.
With the popular rhyme Aay chelera
aay meyera, a group of children,
portrayed the joy of childhood.

The peacock dance, Mayur Nache
Eka, realistically depicted effects of
lightening and thunder. A well-
coordinated presentation consisting of
40 children, under the age of 10,
performed Ta Ta Thoi Thoi.

The perfectly orchestrated mudras
and attractive features of the Kathak
piece Tarana, was followed by the
dance drama Satya Rajar Deshey.
The amusing gestures of the
potbellied king Habuchandra and his
sycophant minister entertained the
audience. The next piece Jibontori
was a blend of folk and ethnic dance
styles.

A cultural presentation by Autism
Welfare Foundation

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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Dancers performing a Peacock Dance
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"Dhano dhanney pushpey
bhora," sang 55 children at a
recent two-hour cultural function
held by the Autism Welfare
Foundation (AWF) at Shilpakala
Academy. This was not just any
ordinary programme. The partic-
ipants were autistic children
who--thanks to AWF-- had a
chance to show the world that it
is possible to have a life after
impairment.

"People were delighted to see
the children sing and dance,"
says Dr Rownak Hafiz, chairper-
son of AWF. "Some parents were

so moved that they wept." There f ? e

B

were other positive features.
"The programme revealed that
even if some of the children
cannot talk they can communicate through music and
dance."

After the opening song, a select group of children
sang and danced with Projapati, Prajapati kothai pele
bhai emon rangeen pakha. Then came the children's
song Amader deshta shapna puri. Another song and
dance presented the distinctive features of
Bangladeshi culture. Next was a song with a dance,
called Nongor tolo tolo shomoi jey holo holo.

The music was followed by a fashion show of
students who portrayed characters such as brides,
bridegrooms, matchmakers, students of schools,
universities and fishermen, among others. Finally, the
curtains went down with the National Anthem.

Hard work went into putting up the show, recall
AWF teachers. For the last two months, the students
had gone through regular rehearsals. Even other-
wise, they say, songs, dances, art, plays and physical

Children put their best foot forward

exercise are an important part of the curriculum. The
art forms go along with a self-help scheme where the
students are taught how to look after themselves.

Autism is a brain-based developmental disorder.
The degree or characteristics differ from one person
another, however, those affected have impairment in
social interaction, social communication and imagi-
nation.

Where to from here? Rownak and AWF visualise a
larger complex of their own, which will enable them to
increase student capacity from the current figure of
55 children. The other scheme is to enhance training
of teachers through overseas trainers. The training
will extend to teachers of other schools for the
impaired and parents. "Our main ideology is to make
the children as independent as possible. Children
love music, dance and other art forms. Besides these
art forms help socialisation of the children," says
Rownak.

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm.
4:00 pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00
pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm.
10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and
English) 11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am.
9:00am, 2:00pm, 7:15 pm,
9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00
am.10:00am. 2:00 pm. 7:00 pm.
10:00 pm, 11pm. News (English)
8:20am,7:00pm

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00
a.m,10:00 am, 11:00
am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00
am. 12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30
pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm.
5:00 pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

News Headlines (Bangla) at 5:30 pm.
7:30pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm.
11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at
9:30 pm.
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