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' Rejoicing with rhythm

Natzonal Dance Festwal 05 ends

KARIM WAHEED

I that started on April 23, ended on April 29

at the Jatiyo Nattyashala (National Thea-
tre Stage), Shilpakala Academny. Celebrations were
held countrywide, each day at a different city,
such as Sylhet, Chittagong, Mymensingh,
Rajshahi, Bogra, Barisal, Faridpur and Khulna.

The chiefguest at the event of thelast day of the
Pestival, Abdul Moyeen Khan -- Minister for Sci-
ence and Information Technology, conveyed his
delectationat the celebrationheld atsuch a grand
scale this year. Special guest, Amanullah
Chowdhuy -~ the secretary of Bulbul Lalit Kala .
Academy reminisced how there was a time when
the presence of the dance artistes in' our cultural
arena was not strongly felt and now the whole
countryis commemorating dance asan art form.

Other cultural personalities present at the
event were, Rahiza Khanam Jhuni -- president of
Bangladesh Dancers' Association's central sec-
tion and Shaju Ahmed -- the general secretary of
the association,
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HE weeklong National Dance Festival '05

{ Artistes parfomsing traditional dance numbers at the festival

The show started with a dance presentation
with the song Anjali loho mor, by Chayyanaut.
The presentation was directed by Sharmila
Bandyapadhdhaya. A folk dance with a Bhawaiya
song, Gorur gadir dui chaka directed by Nazmul
Hug Lenin and performed by artistes from
Mymensingh, followed. The light-hearted and
fast paced number was chegred on by the audi-
ence.

A graceful Kathak dance directed by Shaju
Ahmed and performed by artistes from Bogra, re-
ceived a round of applause from the audience.
Dancers from Chittagong performed a
Bharatnatyam presentation. Child artistes from
Nawabganj Sangeet Academy amazed everyone
with theirwell co-ordinated performance ofa folk
dance with the song, Moinacholat cholat choley.

Jhankar Lalit Kala Academy dancers’ per-
formed a joyous presentation with Amar
Bangladesherektararshur kotoi bhalobashi. Anin-
teresting incident: while performing a Jhumur.

ceived.
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dance, the artistes from Sylhet were so focused
with their performance that their khadus (anklet)
came off, but the performance was not hindered.
In fact, one artiste's ghungroo (anklet with bells )
became loose and was getting in her way while
dancing. She gracefully took the loose ghungroo
off and carried on as if nothing had happened.
Needless to say, the presentation was well re-

Other institutions such as, Benuka Lalit Kala
Kendra, Shukannya Nrittyangan, Kathakoli
Sangeet Viddyalay, Kathak Nrittya Shampraday,
Sharara Dal,
Natraj, Hindol Sangeet Academy and Meghshurjo
also participated at the event.

Since the dawn of human civilisation, dance
has been a form of communication and self-
expression. Henee, it is the true universal lan-
guage. This notion was reflected and became
prominentat the National Dance Festival '05,

Shurangama Sangeet Academy,

Theatre

Natya Teertha presents
Kamola Shundori

‘ERsHAD KaMOL

Mymenshingho Geetikaisanintegral part of our rich folk
culture, Nowadays many directors are depicting their
versions of such folklore for the:imodermn audience, On
April 29, Natya Teertha, a newly formed theatre troupe,
staged their first production Kamala Shundori, a story
from Mymenshingho Geetika, at Mahila SamityStage.
The stories of Mymenshingho Geetika deal with love,
passion, desire, hypocrisy, conspiracy and other human
emotions. Like the other stories of the Geetika, the story
of Kamola Shundori has a non-complex plot --

by the beauty of a maiden named

Karkun hatches an evil plan. Influenced by Karkun's
mockery, the king imprisons Kamola's father. After an
arduous struggle Kamola is reunited with her beloved, |

the prince.

Abdul Halim Aziz has dramatised ﬁ.rzmolu Shundar,
maintaining the authenticityof the original story,

DirectorTapan Hafiz has a narrative approach. He has
unfolded the story through a gayen (bard). However, the
choreographyofthe playneeds improvement,

All the performers played on the open proscenium
stage -~ the way indigenous artistes traditionally
perf{;rm on aashon. [‘.xt,upt forKazi Parisas a gayﬂ: arid

smitten
Kamola, wicked

A scene from the play

Karishma Binte Tofael as Kamolea, the rest of the artistes
didnotlive up tothe expectations and the playreceived a
hukewarm 1ut;purasl’ fromtheaudience.

Theatre's drama voyage -2: Discussion

on King Lear

As part of the discussion of the
remarkable productions by Theatre
(Baily Road), the troupe has been
arranging discussion sessions on its
popular productions every Friday
sincelast March

Theatre arranged a discussion on
their production of King Lear on
April 29 atits office.

After reading excerpts of the play,
the theatre members started the
discussion. Kazi Shahed Ahmed, the
Editor of Aajker Kagoj, was the chief

guest of the programme. Among
others, Dr Kazi Anis Ahmed and
‘Professor Syed Manzorool Islam
participated at the discussion.

Kazi Anis Ahmed gave an overall
view on Shakespearean drama and
his mastery of characterisation. He
said, "Shakespeare was the first to
portray modem human beings in
his plays, and this depiction has
universal appeal. He ‘was also a
connoisseur when it comes to
writing dialogues.”

inhisspeech, thetranslatorofthe
play, Professor Syed Manzorool
Islam, basically focused on the
challenges of tHe translation process
as well as fhe reasons behind
translating the play. The chief guest
of the programme, Kazi Shahed
Ahmed said, "We can rélate to the,
characters created by Shakespeare
evento thisday."

Prafessor Momotaziiddin Ahmed
was thehostofthe discussion.

Nrityadhara celebrates
Intemational Dance Day

is a traditional ritual for the dancers of the subcontinent,
Dancer Minu Haque briefly discussed Nrityadhara's
On the occasion of the International Dance Day, dance regular programines,
school Nrityadhara organised a special programme at the This year the school awarded two prominent dancers of
Nat Mandal auditorium of Dhaka University on Friday the countrywiththe special Nrityadhara Honourary Award,
last. | 2005: Veteran dancer Laila Hasan and Ojha Mohan Singha
1« The programimg ‘SIWthh Mndanga Badgm, wl]mh «0f the Manipuri md:p'(.nuus grotip. Thedtre Acfrivist Ataur’
: . Bahman hapded pvér the crest and Uttario 1o By Mohafi!
-Singha's younger brothés Télénjao'Singlta) 16 He'could not
attend theshowbecauseofold agecomplications.

Born in 1948 in the Manipuri society, Ojha Mohan
Singha started to play Mridanga or Pung -- an essential
partofthe Manipuri culture atan carly age. He received the
award for the best instrumentalist in the East Pakistan
Musicand Dance Competitionin 1969.

Sangeeta Imam received the award on behalf of her
mother, Laila Hasan from NasituddinYusuff Bachhu, Laila
Hasan took her basic dance lessons from Manibardhan
MaHashay in Brahmanhbaria. Later, she tooklessons under
Ajit Sannyal, Babu Ram Singh, GA Mannan and Shamar
Bhattacharya of Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA).
Among her choreographed dance pieces Chitrangada,
Shyama, Shapmochion, Chandalika, Ranar, Moder Gorob
Moder Asha were well received. She has been honoured
with BACHSHASH Award 2001 and Kazi Mahbub Ullah
Begurn Zebunnessa Trust Award 2001 for her contribution
todance. ;

In the latter session of the programme popular dancers
performed Manipuri, Kathak, modern and folk numbers.
The first piece was choreographed by Anisul Islam Hero,
featuring the song Anjali Loho Mor. Bidban Chandra
Singha performed a fascinating Manipuri piece, taught by
his guru Ojha Mohan Singha. Munmun Ahmed and
‘Tabassurn Ahmed performed Kathak. Tamanna Rahman,

Chandni , Anlsul islam Hero and Sabrina Shafi presenting Jayanti Samantha, Kunjari Mukharjee, Farhana Ahmed
adance piece, and others of Nrityadharaalso performed at the show,
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Banglalink launches Habib's
3rd album Moina Go

Asthousands of fans cheered, Moina

Go, a new music album by Habib,
was launched yesterday at a special
function at Bashundhara City
‘Shopping Mall. The album has been
exclusively recorded for Banglalink,
which marks the first ever tie-up of
this kind in the country, says a press
release.

Moina Go is Habib's third album,
following on the heels of his
immensely successful two eatlier
productions: Krishna and Maya.
Habib's new album features 10 new
tracks, including two songs sung by
the artist himself and the hit
Banglalinktheme music.

Speaking at the occasion, Omer
Rashid, Director Marketing ,
Banglalink, said, "Moina Go is an
exclusive Banglalink music CD and
will only be available with

Banglalink pre-paid connections.”
As he explained, "Starting from this
week, a CD copy of the new album
will be provided free with the pur-
chase of any pre-paid connection
(M2M and Standard) from all
Banglalink special outlets." The new
subscribers would further have the
chance to win exclusive music
videos of Moina Go and other excit-
ing gifts by sending an SMS vote to
500 to select their favourite ‘tracks
fromthe CD."

After the launching ceremony,
the remix whiz Habib performed
two tracks from his new album and
captivated the audience. Habib's
father, another popular singer
Perdous Wahid, also performed the
song Ami Ek Paharadar , which is
one of the remixed songs of the
album.

Bengal Bikash -- talent hunt
by Bengal Foundation

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Over the years, Bengal Foundation
has worked effortlessly to uphold
traditional Bangalee music. Ben-
gal's latest attempt to bring forth
authentic talenis in the country is
Bengal Bikash, atalenthunt.

:u.alhu@mhmrmmjwmmdul-r&lluhm

! hifldsstepaimicbhe s brine0ik BT ionatl;

zones andiratialh) thefartistis wotlde
have to mail in audio tapes comptis-
ing five songs. Electronic music
instruments cannot be used.
Although' the usage of tanpura,
harmonium, tabla, do-tara and

acoustic guitar are allowed, singing
without anyinstrument is preferred. -
The age of the contestants should
rangefrom 18to35.

The tapes have to be mailedin by
July 15 along with two passporl gize
photographs and personal informa-
tion of the participant to Bengal

foundation, House No, 8B, Road 71,
Gulshan2, Dhaka 1212.

Bengal Foundation will
announce the n‘Irncs ofthe S\‘.lected
n;ﬁ'i';{ L'rmx 1y ‘-‘H pf ‘miber 30,

five- d.n} Slong f't‘ml ‘raund; W G a ;
take place in Dhaka, where the
contestants would have Lo prove
their skills, performing songs by
Tagore, Nazrul, Arul Prasad, DL Roy
and Rajnikant.

The winners would be awarded
and Bengal Foundation would also
release music albums by the win-
ners,
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Spectra TV Show
On Channeliat8:30pm
Special Programme on May Day
Hosted by Mozaffar Hossain Khan

The Truman Show
OnHBO at8:30pm
Genre: Comedy/Dramal/Sci-Fi

Cast: Jim Carrey, Laura Linney, Noah Emmerich

News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.
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