JS body okays bill for
‘blanket WB immunity

Parliament may pass the controversial bill this month

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The parliament is likely to pass this
. month the much-talked-abotit bill
proposing blanket immunity to the
. World Bank (WB) in Bangladesh,
after a parliamentary watchdog
yesterday okayed the bill amid
strong opposition protest.

The representative of the main
opposition Awami League (AL} in
the parliamentary standing com-
mittee on finance ministry gave a
note of dissentand walked outofthe

meeting while the parliamentary
panel was scrutinising the bill,
termingit aviolation of the constitu-
tion and democracy

The committeelater finalised the
bill without bringing major changes
and is to submit a report recom-
mending its passage in the next
parliament session slated for May
12, meeling sources said.

Once passed, the bill will put the
Bretton Woods institution beyond
any legal action, a privilege the
multilateral lending agency enjoys

inno othercountry of operations.

The International Monetary
Fund (IME) and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) were
given legal immunity earlierin 1972
and 1973. The WB was then given
partialimmunity.

Responding to the criticism from
the AL lawmaker, committee
Chairman Mushfiqur Rahman said,
"If the move is against the constitu-
tion, then why did the previous
Awami League government give

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Sit-in Tuesday
if Faizee stays

SC Bar warns CJ
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) yesterday warned of a sit-in

demonstration at the chiefjustice's |

entrance to the Supreme Court on
Tuesday if additional High Cotirt
judge Faisal Mahmud' Faizee is
allowed tositonhis bench Monday.
The SCBA members yesterday
marched around the Supreme Court
premises for the first time ever in a
procession carrying black flags to
demand Faizee's removal,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Mohammad Ali new
Attorney General

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Additional Attorney General AJ
Mohammad Ali has been appointed
the 12th Attorney General of
Bangladesh to replace Hassan Ariff
whoresigned onThursday.
Mohammad Ali will take over the
charge on Monday as President
Iajuddin Ahmed yesterday
appointed him the chief law officer
ofthestate,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Washington
rules out any

shift in ties

with Dhaka

BDNEWS, Dhaka
Washington has ruled out any shift

from its present relations with |

Dhaka regardless of how the bilat-
eral relationship between the USA
and any other country proceeds.
"No departure, No new para-
digm. To the contrary, we have
strong and positive and frendly and
constructive relations with
Bangladesh, in our relations with
Bangladesh, as with our relations
with any country," said State
Department's Deputy Spokesman
Adam Ereli in a press briefing in
Washingtonlastweek.
Ereli said: "The course and
SEE PAGE 15 COL &

KIBRIA KILLING CASE
Court accepts

charge sheet

Rejects bail move of
the accused
STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A Habiganj court yesterday
accepted the charge sheet in the
murder case of Shah AMS Kibriaand
fourothers.

Magistrate Ataur Rahman of the
Habiganj Sadar Cognizance Court-I,
however, rejected the bail petition
and the verbal appeal of the accused
for withdrawal of their confessional

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Eminent jurist
Dr Kamal
Hossain
makes a point
as Awami
League chief
Sheikh Hasina
listens to her
former party
colleague at
the opening
ceremony of
the First
National
Convention of
Peshajibi
Samannay
Parishad at
the Institution
of Engineers
auditorium
yesterday.
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Decision on new pay
scale deferred

Saifur buys time to assess resources, waits for donors' nod

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The secretary-level committee
tasked with evaluating the sixth Pay
Commission's recommendations
and drawing an implementation
proposal yesterday tabled four
alternative pay scales for govemn-
mentstaffs before a cabinetmeeting

to choose from.

Yesterday's cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia discussed the proposal in detail,
but decided to finalise the new pay
scale in its next meeting, sources
said.

A cabinet source said the deci-
sion was deferred, as the finance

ministry needs more time to check
how much money it can arrange to
meet the extra amount needed to

implement anew payscale.
According to another source, the
government is deliberately foot
dragging on setting a new pay struc-
ture for its employees to avoid too
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

2 criminals
killed in
'crossfire’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two criminals including a top cadre
of outlawed Biplabi Communist
Party (BCP) were Killed in ‘crossfire’
between police and their accompli-
ces in Dhakaand Kushtia yesterday.

Ramzan Ali Khan, 32, a listed
criminal, was killed at Garan
Chatbari in Mirpurin the capital.

His family, however, alleged three
police informants helped the law-
enforcers amest and 'kill' Ramzan,
32, following aland dispute.

"Criminals led by informant
Nizam grabbed unlawfully
Ramzan's Mirpur house two years
ago and have been threatening us
with death since! then," said his
mother Shahida Khatun.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

AHMADIYYA ISSUE

Munshiganj

bigots now
threaten govt

BDNEWS, Munshiganj

International Khatme Nabuwat
Movement, Bangladesh (IKNMB)
yesterday demanded that the gov-
ernment declare the Ahmadiyya
communitynon-Muslim,

At a press conference of the
Islamist organisation, its General
Secretary Hafez Maulana Monirul
Islamn Ashrafi read out a written
statement that also demanded

SEE PAGE 15 00L 6

'British Columbia School

Enqimh Medium : (Play Group-A' Level) :
- Admission Going On
Academic Session 2005-2006

examinations are held.

= Experienced and Highly qualified teachers are recruited
who are caring, eligible and hard working.

«, Airconditioned Class Room.

=, Regular Health Check-Up of Students by our Pannel of Specialists (Doctors)
Parents and siblings will also get the privilege in this regards.

«. Modern Computer Lab with Internet facilities.

& Transport Available.

Application Forms are Available.
For Further Information Please Contact :
Office Address:

House No. 35, Road No. 6

Dhanmondi R!A
Dhaka-1205.

Mobile: 0152306497, 01915708448,
0191400976 (9.00 am - 10.00 pm)

Office Hours

9.00 am - 3.00 pm

US lists Harkatul

as terrorist group
State dept report dwells on its al-Qaeda
link; hails Dhaka with concern

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Praising Bangladesh's role in the
war against terror, the USA has
named Harakat Ul-Jihad-I-slami,
Bangladesh (HUJI-B) as a "terrorist
group” operating in the country
with links to the al-Qaeda network.
The name of the Bangladeshi

group found its place in the list of
"selected terrorist groups"” in a US

State Department report titled |

"Country Reports on Terrorism for
2004".

It said Bangladesh supports the
global war on terror but its ability to
combat terrorism is undermined by

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

WORKERS! RIGHTS
May Day today

 STARF CORRESPONDENT ¢ 6 /2%

Today marks International
Labour Day, traditionally known
as May Day. This year the day
will be observed across the

. SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

GHORASHAL PLANTS OVERHAULING

PDB accepts junk
from Russia

SHARIER KHAN

Holiday Notice
The offices of The Bty Star will
remain closed today on the
oceasion of May Day. Therefore,
there will be no issue of the
newspaper tomorrow;

The Power Development Board

(PDB) has accepted from a Russian
company 1,400 tonnes of rusty
power plant equipment, imported
arbitrarily back in 2001, forrehabili-
tation of the 35-year-old Ghorashal-
1'and 2 power plants, '

These equipment lack guarantee
oftheirbuilder, sources said.

The PDB will hold' a meeting

tomorrow to discuss making the $
17.7 million contract ‘effective’ with
the poorly performing Russian
company Technopromexport or
TPE. The contract remains sus-
pended since itwas signedin 2000,
Sources said the PDB is now
preparing to pay the TPE several
million dnllars with retrospect effect
from 2001 for import of the equip-
ment.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Islaml Bank Bangladesh llmlmﬂ

Soum-cast Asia

» Al] 0llr acmfmes are ccmducted in mmrdanm mth ls]annc Shanah; undcr thc anmms:m of i
. the Shariah Couneil. :

Islami Eank s the first interest- frec and shanah based mulnnatmnal commema! Bank m thc

Islami Bank is recognised as the best Bank in national and mtcmahcmal levc]

Current Accounts are. opened under Al-Wadeah pnnc:ple and de;mt aecoums of rhifemnt-'
lerms are opened under Al-Mudaraba principle. :

We have introduced Hajj Savings Scheme, Special Savings (pension) Scheme Mﬂmh]y Prof‘ 31
Deposit Scheme, Muhor Savings Scheme, Wagf Cash Deposit Scheme and Foreign Cum:ncy 1
Deposit Scheme on Al-Mudaraba principle, '

Islami Bank i i5 pioneer mlmdncmq Mudaraba Savmgs Bond Scheme in the Banking Sector.

 We invest in ndustry, Commerce, Agriculture, Real Estate and other sectors of economy in addition
n Tiivestments in various welfare t\ﬁe‘ntcd-Scii'emes including Rural Development Scheme.

Islami Bank plays important role in infernationa! trade and handles substanha] volumc of
Wage Earners' remittance,

All Branches of our Bank are cotnputcnsed ATM SWIFT, Lockers and e-mail service are
available in selected Branches. Very soon we are going fo introduce online Banking.

IBBL is engaged in helping the poor and helpless _pcople through its Foundation.

We welcome you to avail our prompt and'cordial services,

b

Islami Bank Bangladesh

Based on Islamic Shariah
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