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Dewans: Musicians linking man
with nature's mysteries

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A HEY are modest men with little demands
in life. They are enlightened with nature's
gifts and they gather knowledge through

the songs they sing all their lives; the songs they
have learnt from their ancestors and songs that
link man with God and the mysteries of nature.
There are many among them, who write their own
songs and sing thematvillage parties.

They are often called the dewahs and the

" sarkars, meaning their gurus were called under

the same titles, Their linguistic abilities bear the
distinct accent of the region they come from. And
the dewans usually cater for the village folks in
long sessions of parties centering a tomb of a
music loving pious man. And centering this tomb
men and women gather in faith. An unknown
force generates a fear, highly superstitious in

nature I.hm:g,h among the rural men and women
and that greatly helps keeping all troubles at bay
during the musical events,

In Kharakandi area, by the river Kaliganga in
Keraniganj, Hafiz Dewan plays his violin while
singing. He has written over 300 songs and
devoted his life to singing. Most of his songs
involve the creator and the creation. The drum
beats, the mancira, the violin, the ektara and the
voice ofHafizDewan entrance the audience.

Hafiz's singing sessions where often men and
women dance till morning, has nothing to dowith
vulgarity or western type free mixing, The listen-
ers converge for the pure love for the creator and
his creations, At times when there are two dewans
attending a single party, they throw puzzling
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questions at each other within the songs and
answer them. Most questions are aboul life and
nature. There are instances where a panel distrib-
utes cash to the winner whose one question has
dumbfounded' the opponent. Sometimes audi-
ences offer money to the dewans or similar tradi-
tional singers.

In every locality 'rhrougho ut the country, there
are dewans or traditional singers and dhulis
(drummers). They make a living out of singing
and are widely respected in the communities.
Alfter the deaths of Razzab Dewan and Razzak
Dewan their tombs have became a place of wor-
ship' for thousands of followers, who come
throughout theyear and sing songs by the tombs,
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Hafiz Dewan (above) and his associates (left) present a wide variety of the traditional mystic songs
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Admirable display of Islamic calligraphy

Bayza Hao

If one wanted to whet one's appetite on Islamic
calligraphy one had only to sail forth to National
Museum's Sufia Kamal section. Here was a grand
display of calligraphy on canvas, cloth and paper
by Bangladeshi (self-taught and BAFA trained)
and Iranian experts. Along with these calligraphy
works was the display of the Quran from 40 differ-
entcountries, published in places like USSR, USA,
Europe, Middle East, the Indian subcontinent
and the Far East. This was indeed a recent, ambi-
u?m plrpi(.p;.rquwm; ghqp.ppwc:ian on ofiaflood,
0Ivisito '

The Ban gladesh] artists spokt, with confidence

Two calligraphy works from the display

and sensitivity, explaining the details of theirwork
== as regards colour, line, content, theme, They
explained the verses, words and images on the
painting without a pause, and with considerable
poise and emotion. Mansoor, who organised the
exhibit, also held forth, ad lib, explaining each
Bangladeshi displaywith meticulous care.

The visitors appeared to take great interest in
the different entries and asked the organisers a
series of relevant questions, which spoke of their
intense interest and curiosity. This was despite
the compelling afternoon heat that gripped the

snusityihismonth: Sure,this exhibit was ot as inters "

esting as the early ones at the Natiortal Muscum,
such as the one by Murtaja Baseer, and the one
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held two years back. Yet, since numerous samples
of the Quran had been included, the number of
visitors far surpassed the turnouts on other occa-
sions of Islamiccalligraphyexhibits in the city, -

The lines were positively lyrical: this was one
of the necessary ingredients of Islamic calligra-
phy, which replaces flora and fauna for many of
original Islamic art. There was a departure in
presenting human hands and figures, in repre-
senting the five pillars of Islam , and the concept
that Islamic faith ruled the world. Words and
Quranic verses were repeated in manifold ways
Biti the Bihgladeshiicanvases/ e coloursused!|
were subtle yet eye-catching and dramatic. The
lines were vertical, horizontal and diagonal,
These were amalgamated with curls, sweeps and
dots. Driven by passionate beliefs and brave in
their skilled worlk, the artists had carried on wn.h
theirworkwith admirable mastery.

The Tranian calligraphy was mbre conven--
tional and done on more minute perspective. The
lines of the lettering and the space of the frames
were much smaller. However, the foreign entry
too was interesting, Itincluded figurative images
and fine calligraphy, arranged in geometrical
syminetry -- specially the one that appeared like
Queen Nefertite's necklace-- with the row of gold
chains with delicate, enamel work, seen from
some distance.

Considerable effort must have gone into
acquiring the differenttypes of Quran -- with their
varied types of lettering, languages, origin, shapes
and sizes, As one examined each, one found that
translations had been given in most of them,
along with the original text in Arabic. What was
mind-boggling were the Hindi , Tamil'and Coptic
tomes. Many were illustrated around the borders
and eye-rests had been provided too.

One came away from the veritable treasire
trove of Islamic art, surfeit with gain in knowl-
edge.
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with his maiden
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Tomay ]ante/"Chai
Litu Sakhawat draws attention

album

Ineverthoughtofreleasinga CD."

tuned by the singer himself.

ourone.

styleis also different.

LituSakhawat is not a very known face in Dhaka'smusic
scene. But after the recent release of his maiden album
TomayJante Chai, named afterits title song, heis ga:nmg
ground graduallyamong the music aficionados,

Music comes to Litw, also an active theatre artiste,
naturally. As he says, "I can't recall how and when songs
were created at many of our friendly addas, but of course

The 11 tracks of the youth's debut album present
variety of tunes and most of the songs are written and

The title song Tomay jante chai is of course the best
song--the lyric is romantic and sweetly tuned. And Litu
Tenders the song nicely. Being the first track of the
album, it essentially adds to the over-all impression of
the listencr: Tomay jante chai.../fomar bhitor bahir
moner gothon/ Shob-ijante chai willundoubtedly enam-

The tracks Nodi, Konnya and Nayon jivaley are also
good creations with catchy folk flavour fused with con-
temporary music, The song Swayambora is a musical
rendition of a poem by famous poet Nirmolendu Goon
and has a little faster tune than the others. The singing

The track Chanedey chandey bela jaayre gives a very
traditional folk essence with a nice lyric while Jatobar
Iurni testifies to the influence of Sumon Chattapadhyay
{(now Kabir Sumon) in both the lyric and tune. Interest-
ingly, the song Hey bondhy has the typical flavour of

film-songs.
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The coverjacket of the album

The last song Pahela Baishakh, written and tuned by

Diljit Shajal, has some experimentation, but however
doesnot have the appeal of the previous tracks.

Ali Akbar Rupu, Salahuddin Shantonu and Diljit
Shajal worked as the music directors of the album. Surer
Melareleased the CDand cassettes.
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The High Commission of India will
screen the popular films of Satyajit
Ray and two other films based on
stories of Rabindranath Tagore by
contemporary directors next month.

Sonar Kella

' Charulata

Films to celebrate birth anniversary of
Satyajit Ray and Rabindranath Tagore

Starting from May 2, the Satyajit
Ray Film Festival marks the birth
anniversary of the legendary person-
alities--filmmaker Satyajit Ray and
Nobel laureate poet Rabindranath
Tagore.

The showcase mcludc:; Satyajit

Ghare Baire

Ray's famous "moviesi such as
Kanchenjunga, Jana Aranya, Nayak,
Sonar Kella and Charulata, while it
also has Ritupamo Ghosh's Ghokher:
Bali, Tapan Sinha's vAtithi--both
based on' stories of HabmdranaLh
Tagore.

BILLBOARD, New York

Hynde, Preston sit in on new Ringo Starr album

"It takes a band--even more than it takes avillage--to

|sought alittle help fromhigfriends.

AR

In crafting his, latest album, Ringo Starr pnce, again

On Choose Love; the former Beatles dmmmcr (i
the talents of the Pretenders’ Chrissie Hynde, Robert
Randolph, Billy Preston and the loose-knit collective the
Roundheads, which has assisted on a few of his recent
projects. The albumis due June 7 via Koch Records.
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where we'te going."

(Koch).

together."

madeit better.”
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make music like this,"
ducer/multi-instrumentalist Mark Hudson, puitarist,

Starr says of working with pro-

gulibapisk: GampsBurrr camdif

ist/arranger Jim Cox--the Roundheads.: "By”
now, we ft:el like we know each other's mmds we knnw

Hudson has been with Starr since playing on 1992 5
Time Takes Time (Private Music), while the rest of the
Roundheads have been built through the making of
1998's Vertical Man (Mercury), the following year's [
Want 1o Be Santa Claus (Mercury) and 2003's Ringorama

"This has been ajoy in mylife working with the guys,”
Starr says. "You can have fun and you can even have that
bad day with each otherand it's not held against you. So
you have the freedom to be who you are and still be

The All-Starr Band leader frequently has peppered his
full- lcngth recordings with guests, and Choose Laveis no
L'XCL]’JHUII Of her work on Don't Hang Up, Start says
Hynde "made her part her own. She changed it and

Meanwhile, Family Band leader Randolph appuars on
Fading In, Fading Out and Oh My Lord, the latter of
which also features Preston, "When I wrote Photograph
and Back off Boogaloo | had George [Harrison] to pro-
duce me, and George was always trying to getinto them
the words 'God' and "Krishna' and 1 fought it," Start says
of that song. "And now just with the growth within
myself, I have no problem with that now. George, blcss
him, hashis 'Sweet Lord'--thisis mine."
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Let's Move Amader Joto Kotha
On Channel i at 7:50pm On ATN Bangla at 5:10pm
Magazine Programme Talk Show

| Hosted by Farzana Brownla Today's Guest: Sara Zaker
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