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EU gears for action on China

textiles despite warnings

AEP, Brussels

The European Union executive
commission was ready to decide on
Thursday the launch of a probe into

mrg:ngﬂﬂnese clothing imports, in

Asian economicgiant.

An investigation -- which would
mark the first step towards formal
limits on some Chinese clothing
imports -- comes amid mounting
pressure for action from some EU

In the face of pressure from

imports.
"We are to close at 1700 (1500

France and Italy in particular, the
commission was poised to start its
way down the path to limits on
Chinese textile

GMT) today the written procedures

allowing the European Commission

states but also growing warnings

about the fallout from a potential

trade war.
Y

to launch investigations into nine
categories of textile products
imported from China," commission
spokeswoman for trade issues
ClaudeVeron Reville told AFP.

The decision would then be

made official on Priday.

EU textile producers are worried

that thousands of jobs could be lost
if urgent action is not taken to hold
back aflood of Chinese clothing that
was unleashed by the end of a 31-
year-old global textiles quota system

onJanuary 1.

Chinese textile imports into the
EU have soared by as much as 534
percent for some garments since the
end of the quota system, which s far
beyond limits the commission

considers tolerable,

Veron-Reville dismissed, how-
ever, earlier comments by Italian
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
who said in Rome that "in the com-

ing hours,

the European
Commission will adopt, on an
Italian initiative, the first defensive
measures to protect 20 categories of
textile products from the abnormal

invasion of Chineselabels”.

solution.

"No document mentions 20
categories or products,” the com-
mission spokeswoman said.

Normally, launching an investi-
gation would open a 60-day period
during which informal consulta-
tions are to be held between
Brussels and Beijing to try to find a

Signing Ceremao:y of Agreement

‘Thai shrimp
exporters to
benefit under

new EU deal’

AFP, Bangl-ol

PHOTO; DUTCH-BANGLA BANK
Md Omar Farugue Bhuiyan, executive vice-president and head (Card Division) of Dutch-Bangla Bank Ltd, and NKA
| Mobin, director (Finante) of GrameenPhone Ltd, shake hands after signing a bill collection agreement on behalf of
,;;4!‘9" nrganlsaﬂnns_mhaka on Sunday. Other seniorofficials from both the sides were also present.
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Thai businesses, including shrimp
exporters, will benefit from the
European Union's new generalised
system of trade preferences (GSP)
once they are introduced, EU trade
commissioner Peter Mandelson
said Thursday.

After a day of meetings with Thai
ministers and leaders from Thai and
European companies, Mandelson
said he wanted to sce the new pref-
erences put in place as early as

"The Thai shrimp industry will
gnificantly benefit from the intro-
duction ofthe GSF, and thereforeit's
in the interests of Thailand that we
do this as Speedily as possible, and
that'swhatIwanttosce happen,” he
told reporters.
Tariffs on Thai shrimp will fall to
4.2 percent from 12 percenl under
the new system, which was due to
take effect this July 1 but has been
fast-tracked dueto the tsunami.
Thailand is one of the world's
largest exporters of shrimp.
In 2002 Thailand suffered a 57
percent plunge in exports of shrimp
to Europe after the EU imposed
systematic checks due to traces of
Lcancer-linked chemicals found fn
| Thaishrimp.
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Chittagong Port
Berthing position and performance of vessals as on 26/4/2005
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