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BSEF kills one
more, returns
another body

STAR REPORT

Inclian Border Security Force (BSE)
yesterday morning gunned down a
Bangladeshi man in Satkhira district
and then took away the body, hours
before it returned the body of
another Bangladeshi who had
shared the same fate in
Lalmonirhat.

sSources said the persistently
hostile attitude of BSF and its fre-
quent assaults without provocation
on often-innocent Bangladeshi
nationals in the last few days have
been fuelling panic, distrust and
vengefulness at the border between
thetwonext-doorneighbours.
LATESTKILLING
Our Satkhira Correspondent
reports: At around 6:00am yester-
day, BSE shot down a Bangladeshi
farmer at Gazipur Shashan Ghat
near Bhomra Land Port under Sadar
upazilaofthe southwestern district,

The victim, Mostafizur Rahman,
35, son of Syed Ali of Baliadanga
village of the upazila, was going to
his paddy field near subpillars 2and
3 under main border pillar number

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Dhaka-Delhi ties
dip to lowest ebb

Observe JS body memb ers, suggest improvement

SHAKHAWAT LITON

A parliamentary body yesterday
observed the diplomatic relations
withIndiaareat theirlowest ebband
expressed grave concem over the
boiling border tension.

The watchdog of the foreign
ministryatameetingheldin camera
asked the govermnment to strengthen
Bangladesh-India relations through
confidence-building measures and
bilateral discussions.

After deliberating on theissue for
more than three hours, the parlia-
mentary standing committee on
foreign ministry decided to sit again
on May 11 to suggest measiires to
cementrelations with the next-door
neighbour, meeting sources said.

Emerging from the meeting, the
foreign minister, chairman of the

parliamentary body and others
members declined to comment on
the contents of the discussion as the
committee decided not to disclose
them.

But meeling sources said the
committee members from both the
ruling BNP and' main opposition
Awami League were almost similar
in their views on the current state of
Dhaka-Delhi relations and the
escalating bordertension.

"We have started reviewing the
relations' between Bangladesh and
India to find out ways to strengthen
the ties,” Foreign Minister M
Morshed Khan told reporters after
the meeting held at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

Committee Chairman Ziaur
Rahman Khan told reporters that it
was a camera meeting and that he

would not disclose the deliberations
of the meeting. He only told them
that they discussed Bangladesh's
relations with the neighbouring
states.

"I do not want to go further as
discussions will continue,” he said.

Al the beginning of the meeting,
Foreign Secretary Hemayetuddin,
who was the Bangladesh High
Commissioner in New Delhi before
taking up thecurrentjob, briefed the
committee members about the
diplomatic ties with India.

The foreign secrelary, comment-
ing on the Indian attitude towards
Bangladesh, said the Indian govern-
mentmay consider what Bangladesh
is doing nowin contrastto what India
had done during the Libetation War,
meetingsources said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

PHOTC: SKENAMUL HAQ

Homes of many families in the city's Basilahang perllnus ly on the eroding bank of the Buriganga river, as the monsoon rears ts angry head amid unkept

' “goverment promises to check the erosion. The river devoured around 50 Basila homes last year.

SCBA to boycott
CJ's court if
Faizee is not
withdrawn

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) yesterday threatened to
baycott chief justice's court if addi-
‘tional judge Faisal Mahmud Faizee
is not withdrawn from judicial
functions.

It also said if Faizee sits in the
High Court bench on Saturday, the
lawyers will bring out a black-flag
procession on the Supreme Court
premises,

SCBA President Advocate
Mahbubey Alam announced the
programme at the end of a human
chain organised by Sammilita
Ainjibi Samannay Parishad (SASE)
to protest "politicisation ofjudiciary
and conspiracy to destroy the image

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

37 die as train rams
into bus in Lanka

REUTERS, Palgahawela, Sri Lanka,

Thirty-seven bus passengers were
Killed and' dozens injured when a
train rammed into the crowded
vehicle at a level crossing in Sri
Lanka yesterday, crushing it and
settingitablaze, officials said.

None of the passengers and crew
on the train was hurt, a railway
official said, but it was one of the
island'sworst accidentsinyears.

Doctors said the death toll was
likely to rise as many survivors were
in a critical condition, particularly
10 people who had been shifted 10 a
Colombo hospital.

Police and rescue workers had
earlier said that around 50 people
had been feared killed but revised

the figure later to 37, including two
passengers who died in hospital;
The buswas said to have been carry-
ing 70to 100 people,

"The signal was green and the
level crossing gates' were closed,”
train driver H.A. Sirisena told
Reuters at the site of the crash in
central StiLanka.

"Then 1 saw the bus trying to
cross ... and the next thing I knew
was the engine hitting the rear of the
bug,"

"After the first impact, the bus
spun around and hit the train again.
I'have been in this job for 41 years
and this is the first time something
like this has happened,” said the
balding 59-year-old, with tears in his
eyes.

The bus, which was dragged for
about 300 meters (yards) on the
track after the collision, lay in a
mangled heap of metal, with its
middletorn open.

Luggage, glass and children's
clothes were strewn on the track and
on the embankment, a few meters
away froma road running parallel to
the track in Polgahawela town,
about 60 ki (40 miles) northeast of
the capital, Colombo.

Some clothes were also stuck to
the rail engine, the front of which
was badly dented and some parts
twisted.

"I was sitting at the very back of
the bus. 1 saw flames coming from
the front. There was little time to do

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Saarc future

depends on
political will

Says Morshed, calls
for early summit
UNB, bhaka

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
has called for early convening of the
twice postponed 13th Saarc (South
Asian’ Association for Regional
Cooperation) summit on an accept-
abledateand said the forum's future
depends on political will and com-

mitmentofthe member states,
"Building South Asia's future will
require an atmosphere of good will,
mutual trust, respect and under-
standing, Such an atmosphere
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

7 killed, 50 hurt
in highway
crash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Seven people died and 35 others
were injured, 12 of them critically; in
a head-on collision between two
buses on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at Fakirhat near Sitakunda
upazila headquarters yesterday
morming.

Police and witnesses said the
accidentoceurred at around 7:30am
when a Dhaka-bound bus from
Chittagong collided with a
Chittagong-bound bus from
Basurhat of Feni, killing five people
onthespotandinjuring 87 others.

Police with the help of local
people rescued the injured and sent
them to Chittagong Medical College
and Hospital (CMCH) and
Sitakunda Upazila Health Complex.
Of them, a child and'a man aged

~about 42 succumbed to their
(5 . SEE PAGE 15 COL &

JATRA BOMBING
Charges pressed
against Galib, 5
others

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibarnidha

Gaibandha police pressed charges
yesterday against five cadres of
Islamist outfivJamaat-ul-Mujaheedin
and their leader Ashadulla Al Galib for
their involvement in a bomb blast at
the Takier bazar jatra show under
I’a]a.s.hbanupazda

The activists confessed their
involvement in the bomb blast
incident, and also declared Galib the
chief of Jamaat-ul-Mujaheedin.

Accordingly, Galib was shown as the |

main aceusedin the case.

The other five activists on the
charge sheet are Harun-ur-Rashid,
alias Mottaleb, Rownakul Islam
Khushi, ATM Taibur Rahman, Raju
Sarder and Habibur Rahman, alias
Jabayer, )
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Bandits loot
Tk 10 lakh
goods from
bus in city

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Bandits looted goods estimated at
Tk 10 lakh at gunpoint from passen-
gers of a Narayanganj-bound bus at
Shyampurinthe capital yesterday.

A group of six to seven bandits
got on Borak Paribahan at about
3:00pm when' it stopped at the
Shyampur ticket counter near Ujala
Match Factory. They took the pas-
sengers hostage and robbed them of
gold, cash and other valuables
before fleeing away, Mohammed
Harun, a passenger, said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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IDEMARCATION OF CONSTITUENCIES

EC still sits idle,
violates rules

SHAKHAWAT LiTON

The Election Commission (EC) is
violating the demarcation rules by
not taking any step to demarcate the
parliamentary constituencies for
the coming general elections.
Demarcation has to be made
after every census but the EC has
been sittingidle since thelastcensus
conducted in 2001 before the eighth
parliamentaryelection.

Sources said demarcation is
necessary to balance the constitu-
encies in terms of number of voters
thatvaries from one constituency to
another.

"The commission does not have
any plan at this moment to demar-
cate the parliamentary constituen-
cies. We do not initiate such steps. If
anybody raises the demand, then we
considerit,” Election Commissioner
MMunsefAli told The Daily Star.

However, the Delimitation of
Constituencies Ordinance 1976 says
delimitation of territorial constitu-
encies has to be made upon comple-
tion of each census for the purpose
of general elections to be held after
the census,

It is unlikely that the EC would
take any initiative to demarcate the
constituencies before the ninth
general elections scheduled for

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Samad Azad passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh's first foreign minis-
ter, veteran politician and Awami
League presidium member Abdus
Samad Azad, MP, died yesterday at
BIRDEM Hospital in Dhaka aged
79.

Doctors declared him dead at
5:55pm after all medical treatment
had been exhausted. Azad was
suffering from stomach cancer
and' had' been on an artificial
respiratorysystem since yesterday
MOoming,

With his death, curtain fellona
chequered political career span-

ning over more than six decades
that saw many upheavals in
national life. Azad 'was one of the
independence leaders of
Bangladesh and a close associate
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahiman in the long-drawn strug-
gle for the country's independ-
encein1971.

A pall of gloom descended on
the political arena as hundreds of
moumers including long-time
party associates, politicians ire-
spective of party affiliations,
admirers, relatives and general
members of the public flocked to

SEE PAGE 15COL 1
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Prime Bank announces the

Opening...

ofits 37" branch at Panthapath
Firoz Tower, 152/3-B, Green Road, Dhoka

Another initiative to bring banking at your doorstep

e

Heod Offce: 119-120 Mofeel, Dhaka1000. T 9567265, Fx - 880:2:9567230. el nfo@prime bonk co IR QAL QUL L

Prime Bank Limited :
a bank with a difference

Ex-N epal PM held

on graf

REUTERS, Kathmandu

Former Nepal Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba was arrested yester-
day for refusing to appear before an
anti-graft panel to answer charges of
corruption, police said.

The arrest came just four days
before the scheduled end of emer-

gency rule imposed by King

Gyanendra after he sacked Deuba's
government on February 1 for fail-
ing to quell a nine-year-old Maoist
rebellion which has left over 11,000
people dead.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

charges

Sher Bahadur Deuba

BALU, BELAL KILLINGS
Khulna journos

reject both
chargesheets

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khitlna

Khulna journalists have rejected the
chargesheets in the cases for the
murder of journalists Humayun
Kabir Balu and Shaikh Belaluddin,
saying they do not contain the
names of the masterminds and
financiers of the killings.

In a joint statement yesterday,
the presidents and general secretar-
ies of Khulna Union of Journalists
(KUJ) and Khulna Press Glub alleged
that police pregsed charges against
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