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CULTUHAL FEAST
| 3

Cultu al Programme
Organisation: Autism Welfare !
| Foundalion |
| Venue: National Theatre Stage, ‘
' Bangladwl Shilpakala Acadamy |
Tfrne. ﬁprll 28 at 3i55pm |

Hlm Screening

 Title: Russian War Films |
Urgcrrfur Jahangimagar University

* and the Russian Centre of Science and
5 Cultura

| Venue: TSC auditorium, Jahangimagar
l.lnhrarsﬂy

Tlme. Aprll!?—23
I | Scheduls

Aprll 28
; 3 Uﬂmem'_l{ine Romance
[ 5:00pmCome and Sea

|
| [Exhibition I
- Title: Bcidlh‘l '
Atﬂsm: Fmdnusy Priyobhashini; Ra
 Kafol, Tayabuzzaman Topu
- Venure: British Counci, 5, Fuller Road
Time: Aprit 13-30, 10am lo 7pm
Artist: Babul Mahmood
| Menue: Russian Centre of Science and
| Culture, Housa 510, Road 7, Dhanmondi
Time: April 24-30
 Title:Rejsction
Artist: Abdus Salam
Venue: Alliance Francalse, 26, Mirpur |
Road, Dhanmandi |
Time: Agril 22-30,from 9am to12pm,
‘5pm o/ Spm
Artist:Biren Shome
Venue: Shilpangan Gallery, House 25,
_ Road 5, Dhanmondi
Time: Apnl 28-May 12, from 10am
tolpm and Spm to pm

Title: Eiffel Towar

- Photographer: Proshanto Karmakar

Buddna

| Menue: Allance Francaige, 26, erpur

| Road, Dhanmendi ;

i Time: Apiil 15-30, from 8am to 12pm
and 5pm o 8pm -

Artists: Mazarul Isfam Khan, Sudipta

'~ Mallickand Subir Obayed of Charon

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
. 15/A, Dhanmandi
* Time: April 28- May 05, from 10am lo
| Bpm

Illnmllly programme of

; 'Haznll Falishad
omnmr Maznil Sangeet fihilpt

| Parishad i

Date: Apiil 27 at 6100 p.m.
Vanue: Nazrul Instifufe

Play .
Title: KamolaShundad

Group: Natya Tirtha

Venue: Nilima Ibrahim Audi mrtum
Bangladesh Mahila Shamiti, Baily Road
Time: Apil 29, at 7pm

m‘n:Ma!nmurpﬁﬂsis

Group: Centrefor Asian Theaire (CAT)
Venue: Goethe-Insitut, House 10, Road
. 8, Dhanmondi

| Time:Apdl 21,28, June 9, 16, 23,30, at
Cdpm

|
| Handicrafts Fair

SDm'm‘;}g Exhibition

Babul's buoyant world of

whirling images

Fayza HAQ

ABUL Mahmood's buoyant

acrylic, watercolour and

mixed media works are on
display at an exhibition at the
Russian Science and Culture Centre.
He has continued with his acrylic
work, and gone on to do watercol-
our, and more mixed media to
express his unique emotions and
experiences. Apart from earning a
living as an art expert with a local
firm, Babul works by night to best
express himself.

In his mixed media work on Iraq
and the Language Movement, Babul
says, "An artist in Bangladesh, like
myself, cannot take up arms against
any pawerful countrywaging awar. [
can, however, show my protest.
Similarly, I've idealised the martyred

hundreds in 1952, In the watercol-
ours, I've delineated my recent
adventures and experiences at St
Martin's Island, in the south of
Bangladesh. This includes
underwater diving during the full
moon."

Babul has continued with his
theme of nostalgia for his childhood
days in his acrylics as he feels that
childhood in his time, 30 years ago,
was quite different from that of the
present day Dhaka child -- cooped
up in the urban existence of
claustrophobic flats. "Even the
parks and playgrounds of the
schools, where children play, are
limited in number and space or are
non-existent. We've enjoyed large
expanses of the countryside during
my holidays, Today children do have
vacations, but often that time off

Childhood-3

finzal 0z

Childhood-4

from school is crammed into TV
viewing or book reading," he says.
That is why he has repeated the
images of the whirling tops and the
flying, gliding kites, and the spools
of threads. In search of a dramatic
impact, he has gone in for contrast-
ingloud colours.

Babul makes sketches of his
works, and plans them out as he
goes about his routine daytime
profession. As the sun sets he begins
painting. This is not just for the extra
buck. He invests the earning from
his exhibitions to buy more art
equipment. "Urban existence in
Dhaka is such that it is difficult to
survive without an added income,"
Babul comments.

In the mixed media work are
metal nails, wire netting, small
cloth- and -wool dolls, and tiny
wooden houses, These lend a new
angle to Babul's works since his last

flamboyant one at the Indian
Cultural Centre. The swimming fish,
coral, sand and sea representations
in his St. Martin's Island portrayal
capture the snoozing underwater
world -- which local artists and
photographers have diligently and
cleverly covered over the last five

years.

Babul did his Bachelors in Fine
Arts from the Institute of Fine Arts,
before proceeding to the Banaras
University, through an Indian
cuftural exchange scholarship, Here
he had some of the créme de la
créme Indian art teachers. He began
exhibiting his works in Banaras, as a
student. He has, so far, taken part in
more than 25 exhibitions at home
and abroad -- including the displays
at Kolkata, at the national competi-
tions of the Shilpakala Academy, and
those organised by the Institute of
Fine Arts, DU (1985-1995).

Review

Page 3: The bold and the beautiful -

Page3has nowbecome renowned as
the newspaper pagewhich bringsto
thecommon person the world of the
tich and famous glitterati and their
exclusive hangouts. Indeed there is
vicarious pleasure in poring over the
exploits and events of those who live
in the fastlane.

The film charts the story of a
tabloid journalist Madhavi
(Konkona Sen Sharma) who
hobnobs with the Page 3lot--with all
the parties, events and soirees that
gowithmingling with the who'swio
of Mumbai, including fashion
designers, models, aspiring actors,
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she comes to terms with the hard
realities oflife.

The filmis also an ace for director
Madhur Bhandarkar (Chandni Bar,
Sarta) who has told a compelling
story minus frills. Among the issues
that have been dealt with in the film
are dysfunctional families, infidelity,
paedophilia, drug culture and wife-
swapping.

Page 3 differs from the typical
Bollywood fare. It does not offer the
viewer the song and dance routine,
melodrama and action of the
average Hindi film. Says a review on
the Internet: "Part social commen-

Chanel Click

Abdul Hadi: Tracing the
history of Bangla songs

CurLTuRE DESK

Syed Abdul Hadi, arenownedsinger,
hosts a programme titled Kichu
Kotha Kichu Gaan on ntv. The
programme is currently running its
73rd episode.

"The programme has been
planned to chronologically present
500 years of Bangla songs -- from
Vaishnava Padavali to contempo-
rary songs. There aren't many songs
on the Vaishnav Padavali and I had
presented a song taught by
renowned music director Abdul
Ahad years ago. [n the programme
we have presented songs from
Nidhu Babu's tappa, kirtan, popular
yesteryears songs and the contem-
porarysongs,” says Hadi.

"Bangla classics such as songs by
masters of the 19505 like Hemanta,
Satinath Mukherjee, Shyamol Mitra,
Manna De and Shandhya
Mukherjee are the treasure troves of
our music world," adds Hadi.

"Similarly, during the 1970s,
Bangladeshi songs developed to
great heights and, as such, became
immensely popular even in West
Bengal. Music directors Sattya Saha,
Khondokar Nurul Alam, Anwar
Pervez, Shubol Das, Alam Khan,
Alauddin Ali and others dominated
the music scene with their creativity.
The young generation should be
proud of ourheritage," says Hadi.

The programme encourages the
contemporary lyricists and

\

Hadi pwsenﬁng a song in Kichu Kotha Kichu Gaan

upcoming singers also. Every weeka
duo performs solos and duets and
there is a brief discussion on the
history of the songs in a lighter vein
toattractthe viewers,

At a time when few singers give

live performances, the programme
presents assorted songs and has a
popularviewership,

Today Shabnam Mushtari and SD
Rubel will perform songs of various
genres at8.50pm.

Musical evenings
with Parapar

Good tidings for music lovers in the
city. On May 2 and May 3, Parapar, a
London-based group, is to stage a
performance at the British Council,
says a press release. The group, built
around the voice of singer-lyricist
Moushumi Bhowmik, draws its
napertnim from her own composi-
tions and the rich folk hcritage of
Bengal.

Onginaﬂng thn.-.e years agu in a
collaboration: between Moushumi
and composer/guitarist Oliver
Weeks, the ensemble has since
expanded to include cellist Rosalind

Acton andbassist Ben Hillyard.
Though Parapar works on several
different cultural levels, they aim to
create a subtle, organic music that
stresses continuity between diverse
musical traditions--kirtan,
bhatiyali, modern, the blues and
both Indian and western classical

music--aiming to avoid the
supetimpdsitons Sndawkwardness

of much'fusion music’. The aimis to
foster mutual understanding and
cross-cultural integration through
music.

Rambo director
dies at 64

Director George P Cosmatos, best
known for box-office hits Rambo
and Tombstone, died lastweek.

Cosmatos had recently been
diagnosed withlungcancer.

"George was just a wonderful,
bigger-than-life character,” Donner
said. "You never forgot his entrance
and hoped there would never be an
exit.”

Known for an ability to fix
troubled projects and create
blockbuster films, he delivered what

‘| many. corsider ihig finest aghieve-

ment in 1993 <~ Tombstone, the film_
about legendary American lawman
Wyatt Earp, starring Val Kilmer and
Kurt Russell.

Saource: AP

Interpreter heads US film chart

Political thriller The Interpreter has topped the
North American box office on its opening
weekend. The film, directed by Sydney Pollack and
starring Nicole Kidman, drew $22.8m (£11.9m) in
ticket sales.

It knocked haunted house remake The
Amityville Horror from first place after just one
weekatthe top.

Adventure movie Sahara, starring Penelope
Cruz and Matthew McConaughey, dropped to
third place with takings of $9m (£4.7m).

industrialists and socialites. tary, part dynamic satire, The success of The Interpreter has been
| Organiser: Autism Welfars Foundation | Huwc-trer, it's a tightrope -:mlk for Bhandarkar's tale is unrelenting and attributed to its appeal to D]: ;r audiences, ;uuh
' Venue: House 428, Road 02, Baytul N{adha\jl to keep up with the onana San essays the role of a journalist mlhjess. yet thoroughly entertain- the over-355 comprising percent of its
Amin HmslngSudnly Shyamoly | glitterati. She begins to recoil from : ing. audience. - % -
| 'l"fma *"'Pdl 29 frorn 10amo m . thejet setters when she realises that been living is fake, where friend- based onconvenience andeveryone . ;,ﬁ_e
| theglamour world in which shehas  ships are capricious, relationships  seemingly leading dual lives, Slowly  Compiledby Cultural Correspandent Kidman plays a UN employee whose life is endangered Source: BBC s
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