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Exhibition

Favza HAQ

BIDUS Salam has exhibited his
A symbolicand mind-whirlingprints

attheAllianceFrancaisegallery. The
art connoisseurs present at the show were
replete with praises for the young
printmaker Hisworks were includedin the
fairly recent exhibit at a studio in Paris,
alongwith those of Safiuddinand Moham-
med Kibria. He has also exhibitedin a joint
exhibition at the Goethe Institut, in 2002,
and won much acclaim. He hasworked in
dry-point, which is the most difficult sec-
tioninthe printmedium.

Salam has added variations of his own.
Ie has worked on the metal sheet in
numernusways, continuingwithhislabour
of love for hours at a stretch. His teachers,
such as Mahmudul Haque and Rafiqun
Nabi lauded his dry-point work at the
opening, and were effusive in the detailed
descriptions that they included in their
respective opening speeches at the open-
ing of the show. The artist himsell was
bursting with confidence as he spoke to
The Daily Star about his exhibition, Rejec-
fion. 2

His broken doors and windows are not
seen as simple subjects, said Nabi, The
artist, Nabi pointed out, is trying to break
the forms in his own style, and then recol-
ect the broken forms, giving it a different
look. This time he had added some figura-
tive work alongwith semi-abstract shapes.
‘What then is new? Nabi explained that
Salam had added colours to the dark
image -- when traditionally dry-point is in
black and white. He is now getting an
opportunity to participate in a workshop,
and exhibit in the prestigious Fokuoka
gallery in Japan. "He has been exhibiting

Salam's subtle and
* symbolic images

Rejection—- a piece by Abdus Salam

professionally now for seven years,
searching for his own identity. Later he
found the dry- point to best express him-
self. 1'd say the displayis quite an achieve-
ment but this is not the end of the road.
One expects him to improve with time,"
Nabi explained.

After completing his Commonwealth
fellowship in London, 32-year-old Salam
took part in the La Couriere exhibit, with
19 other print-makers from Bangladesh,
in 2004. He then visited the various gal-
leries in Europe to expand his vision,
Salam said’ that he chose dry-point
because this was a medium that had not
been explored in Bangladesh, He said, "1
always wanted to do something excep-
tional: dy-point was almost a dodo,

locallyi.e., and even worldwide not much
has been explored in this medium. 1
wanted to do something on alarge scale,
The aluminum plates that I've used, are
not just scratched on, but also beaten
with a hammer, and put together in such
amanner that you cannot find the joining
sections. The plates have then been
worked on to give textures, The hamimer
beats follow my emotions."

In his works, Salam symbolised the
mundane existence of urbanlife. He broke
thegeometical sheets Thusthe iconoclast
moved away from the conventional clean
geometrical shapes and edges. The final
impactappeard pessimistic,asif the artist
was overwhelmed by the prevailing socio-
politicalscenario,
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Universal Studio in still shots

"A picture is worth a thousand words,” goes an old adage Photo-
graphs speak through the lens of a camer and the photogmpher

Tribute

FAIZUL KHAN TANIM

i pallofgloomdescendedover the

country lastweek, when on April

20, 2005 at 4:30 am the musical
prodigy Imran Ahmed Chowdhury
Mobinwaskilledinaroadaccidentnear
GComilla [("lmuddﬁg,mm} The accident
occurred while' teniming to Dhaka, in a
micmobus aftgr a concert, along wflh
members ofthe altemative rock band
Black.

Liké most other citizens, musicians
andmusicadmirers, we areshockedand
saddened by the tragic death of Mobin.,
Mobin (36) was regarded by most musi-
ciansas the bestsound engineeras well
asa creative musicinstrument player in
thecountry.

Mobin was bom on January 6, 1969
in Dhaka. He did hisschoolingfrom BAF
Shaheen School, attended Notre Dame
Collegeand DhakaUniversity,

One of his close friends, Thein Han
Maung Titi -- director of Ektaar Music
and managing director of Sound
Maching emotionallydescobed Mobin
as passionate and bohemian, He says,
"Mobin was discovered way back but
officiallyexposedduring 1986/87.

"Aninstinctive musician, he created
wonderswith soundwithoutanyofficial
training whatsoewer, He was not only a
soundengineerbutagroovybassistwho
played bass inWinning s album Ochena
Shohor, Creatingamazingsoundsforhit
albumslike Tajmahal, Dukhini Dukhho
Korona and the first time feat --
unpluggedalbumFerari Morn.

"His greatestsorrow was thatthehard
work of a sound engineer always went
unnoticed by the music fans due to
inadequatecoverage.”

Mobin's professional life was neatly
described by Isha khan Duray--colleague
at the Sound Garden recording studio, "He
was my: Guru, He was my driving force
behind what litde I am now. The studio
flourished ever since he joined Sound
Garden. His popularity captured both the
Underground and the Mainstream music
genres which included names like Miles,
Feedback, LRB, James, Aurthohin, Cryptic
Fate and more, He mixed the | Charpotro
album, which is still marked as the making
of new rock bands in Bangladesh. Screi
Driver and Capsule were great albums

)

Untlmely demise of Vbbin -- a
musician at his pnme

Mobin focused at work at Sound Garden

mixed by this promising musician Mobin.
To my honest recollection, Prometheus's
latest album was his last work”, says
Duray,

Another nostalgic musician
Magsoodul Hug of Magsood O Dhaka
says "' knew him as a young boy. In
1993, at the Chittagong M A Aziz sta-
dium, he mixed sound for a milestone
open air concert. | could feel he was an
instinctive musician, And it was amaz-
ing how we shared the same favourite
sound engineer, Bob Clearmountain
We both leamt about creative sound
mixing from international concert
audioand videos He was a perfection-
ist. Mobin's entrance in to our musical
arena was like adding talent to the
existing list of sound engineers who
were badlyneededaround1993.

"He mixed quite a few of my albums,
The very controversial album Nishidhiio,
as well as albums like Bawliana, Deho
Ghoriwere mixed by him. I remember the
first production Khuji Tomakey Khugi of
Magsood 'o Dhaka was mixed by Mobin,
That was the song, which brought the
bandtolimelight.

"Mobin was also a great trouble-
shooter, I found very fewpeople in our
music scene who could locate and
troubleshoot problems related to

soundand musical instruments.

"A wvery unfortunate phase in
Mobin's career was from December
1997 till the end of 1998, when he was
cornered in our music scene. e was
not allowedin any concerts or musical
pmductiun due to the steaming poli-
tics in the music scene. That phase
particularly was painful for this rather
shymusician”.

One of the role models from the
Underground, Sumon of Aurthohin,
and bassist of the band also explained
his work with Mobin as a privilege. "1
could be sure that the work would be
professional when working with him.
His talents and experience will be
greatly missed, I was once blown away
by one of his picces of studio work.
What an amazing slap (4 bass guitar
playing technique) 1 thought and went
to congratulate him. And to my sur-
pris¢ he said that whole portion was
done by a guitar pick. Only a talented
musician can do something like that”,
says Sumon.

Someoneonce said, "Deathis not the
greatest loss in life. The greatest loss is
the talent which dies with the soul”.
Imran Ahmed Chowdhury Mobin's
deathis indeeda greatloss toour music
industryforycarsto come

displays his heartfelt emotions through his woiks, Hence, a bril-
liant photograph becomesa silent story, beautifullynarrated by,
him. Hemayet Uddin Ahmedis a photogmpher who is quite capa-
bleofdoingjustthat,
A senior cameraman of BTV and an executive committee
- member of Bangladesh Photographic Society, Hemayet Uddin
has been workinig in the photography field for the last 25 years.
During his recent visit to USA, Hemayet had taken some photo-
graphs at the Universal Studio, Hollywood. Centre for
Developing Management Excellence has organised a photogra-
phy exhibition comprising the photos at Drik Gallery, from April
22
Universal Studio at Hollywood -- the only movie thrill park

North Korean dictator Kim Jong [l is
obsessed with movies, To fuel his passion, he
maintains an enormous studio on the out-
skirts of Pyongyang and hasmade quite a few
films. The titles of Kim's "revolutionary”
blockbusters are  Sea of Blood and The
Immortal Soldier. Kim 18 also said to own a
collection of over 20,000 movies, and is
especially fond of James Bond films and
horror flickslike Friday the 13th. However, he
had his propaganda machine lodge protests
against Die Another Day, because the film's
villains were North Koreans.

Born as Keanu Charles Reeves in Beirut,
Lebanon, in September of 1964 and
Canadian by nationality -~ the future
actor was a world traveller by the age of
two, thanks to his father's career as a
geologist. His first name means "cool
breeze over the mountains' in the
'|' Hawaiian language. Before he started
pursuing acting as a career, Reeves was an
ice-hotkey player. His formidable pres-
encein front of the goal eventually earned
Reevesthe nickname "The Wall",
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Action at the set of Terminator 2

in the world, needs no introduction. It'sa world of modern and
futuristic wonders, as well as replicas of ancient marvels. At
the Studio you can hear the cameras rolling, get an inside look
at the sets and uncoyer the behind-the-scenes secrets of leg-
endary films. Special Effects Stages let you jump into the
action of creating the special effects of movie's most amazing
illusions.

All these and more came alive on Hemayet Uddin's photo-
graphs.

Among the pictures, the ones taken at the sets of Terminator 2:
3D, Water World are awe-inspiring. The pictures of wax statues of
filmiconsat theWax Museumn, Halloween Day Parade, landscape of
Los Angeles created raves among the visitors, both young and

.adults. Other photographs at the exhibition feature the beautiful

| landscapes of Indiana, some aerial shots of Los Ang{:les and sky-
- linesof Chicago.

The exhibition ends today.
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A former backup singer for Michael
Jackson -- Sheryl Crow now enjoys
her celebrity status as one of the
most original female rockers. Dur-
ing her struggling days, Crow
penned some songs for established
artistes like Celine Dion and
Wynnona Judd. Two of her front
teeth are fake, she had them
knocked out when'she tripped on
thestage carlierin her career,
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The set of Water World
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the support she needs to carry on her
effort.
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