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Interesting images of the
Eitfel Tower

FAYZAHAQ

which began recently, is certainly worth

viewing. Situated' in the corridor at the
Alliance Francaise, it boasts of a coloured display
of the Eiffel Tower, seen at various angles, such as
it between voluptuous figures of the
adjacentmarbie statues, The other points of shots
presented are also helpful for anyone who hasn't

F I Y HE photo exhibit by Proshanto Karmakar,

viewin

been to the Eiffel Tower,

Since he is known in Dhaka as both aphotogra-
pher and a print maker, asked which genre of art
he preferred, Proshanto said that he liked both
equally, and couldn't live without one or the
other. However, he appeared to be more excited
over his future plans in photography being
flushed with success with his recent trip to Paris,
He spokn of doing an exhibition on the "Pal”
gypsies of Bangladesh -- stressing on the
impbrtance of harking back to our Bangladeshi

tradition.

Dwelling on his motivation for a focus ont the

1

the place,
edge," he explained.

Eiffel Tower, Proshanto said that he wasin Paris, in
the course of a joint exhibit of prints by
Bangladeshi artists. He was studying there too, he
said, but due to domestic pressures he had to
return after completing his course. He went to
Paris thrice last year (staying there for two
months), and found Paris a truly beautiful city
with the Eiffel Tower as its crowning charm. He
spent three days in taking photos of his subject.
"Since the space in the gallery is limited, I've been
able to accommodate only 25 photos, "he said.
Asked if he feared that the viewers might get
blasé with the subject being repeated many times,
without any overwhelming variation, he said that
his aim was to present a tourist type subject. He
added that the footnotes said it all the various
prices of the tickets and the numerous offers of
"My aim is dissemination of knowl-

Talking about why he had not done the exhibit
inblack-and-white to make it more poetic, he said
that he could not develop and print his work on

Eiffel Tower from different angles

thelines of Anwar Hossain. Basically Proshanto is
a painter, and his departure into photography; as
when he did his exhibit on Sufia Kamal, was more
an experiment rather than a passion. "This.is
diversion," hesaid.

His interest in photography grew when his
brother, Kalidas Karmakar, presented him with a
Canon AElwhen he was 28. He said that he
studied photography in Paris, Belgium and
Netherlands. He also studied books on photogra-
phy given to him by family and friends. Talking
about his choice of Bangladeshi photographers,
he says that they range from Anwar Hossain
(based in Paris), to Chandan of MAF to Dr
Shahidul Alam of Drik. Among those from abroad,
headmires the Indian photographer Raghu Rai. "1
also participate in the yearly World Press
Photography competition, with its base in the

Netherlands. Today photography has replaced

concluded.

paintinginsome ways; I believe that photography
is an integral part of fine arts,”

Proshanto

Blackbuster maovies based on comic
book characters are a familiar
phenomenon nowadays, but many
complain that the on screen
adaptations ofien Iw. 1he comic
bobkessknce,

Frank Miller's IlkL-nnmml U"dphll’..
comic books get the literal treatment
in Sin City. Digital genius Robert
Rodriguezshoots the movie using the
graphic novels almost as a frame-by-
frame storyboard. He even goes so far
as to include much of Miller's exact
dialogue in the movie. As a result, Sin
City, the movie plays out as a uber-
violent, highly anime-influenced
progression of visual imagery that is
so highly stylised, it somehowlessens
the impact of the mile-a-minute
blood letting, all the while remaining
true to Miller's dark fictional world.

At times the viewer might even
expectto see the words "Kapow!" Or
"Eeeeek!" appear on the screen in
emphaticblocklettering.

Ordinarily, a film with more than
one director, hints at some kind of
production problems or an internal
studio power struggle. And it usually
culminates in a butchered mess of a
film. Although Sin City lists no fewer
than three directors, the film is a
fresh and innovative treat for movie-
lovers. It's aviolent film by all means
if you consider the victims simply

A striking still from the film

covering their numerous bullet
wounds with bandages and carry on
a5 if nothing had hnppcncd, being
violent. This movie is not for you
either, if blood pouring yel!mv or
whitesickens you.

Shot in black and white with
strategically placed spots of vibrant
. colours like awoman'sstunningred
lips or her penetrating eyes of cyan,
the seedy world of Basin City (Sin
City) is bathed in perpetual
darkness; making it the perfect

atmosphere for co-directors Miller
and Rodriguez to bring their sleazy,
grungy characters to life. Quentin
Tarantino even gets a turn behind
the camera, appearing as guest
director for one of the film's three
episodes.

Basin City is a dark and insidious
place where the simplistically
juvenile imaginations of adolescent
comic book readers can run wild. All
the women are seductive. But
they're also tough as hell and might
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Sin szy anew genre of movies

rare up and beat anyone senseless,
atanymoment. Everyone who walks
the street carries a weapon and no
oneisafraid touseit.

Many will, Jike Stn  City; some.
won't., IU's, as beautiful_as it is
gmesorne and as mean-spirited as it
is affectionate. The stylistic
approach it takes towards its subject
maiter seems a bit gimmicky at first
and takes some getting used to. It
will call for the viewer to suspend
many of the properties of reality to
the point ol near ridiculousness, but
as the movie progresses, its
innovative storytelling skills and its
stunning visuals will be enough to
win over even the most skeptical of
viewers,

Can't say enough about Mickey
Rourke's take on Marv, Elijah Wood
as Kevin--perfect, Jessica Alba as the
stripper Nancy Callahan is fragile
and ravishing as a porcelain doll,
Rosario Dawson as Gail is vicious yet
exquisite and' Bruce Willis as
Hartigan is raw, without much facial
expression and foreeful -- just what
the film requires.

So, just sit back, prepare yourself
for a gorgeously gory thrill-ride into
21steentury film-noir.
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Up-close with Purbo-Poshchim

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT |

Judging by the sea of faces, and thf_-i
rapt attention with which the
audience welcomed Purbo-
Poshchim, the recent band music
session at the Alliance Francaise
gallery was a sure success. One will
not compare it with bands from
averseas: that have played here in
Dhaka as that would be totally
unfair; The young ones, who
organised and played in the band,
weresomewhatoffmood, dueto the
recent car accident in Chittagong ,
which involved many of their co-
players and friends. The lyrics were

" ‘mot original, but then one couldn't

quite expect that from a group
whichhad gottogetherin 1992.

Just before the performance,
Zubair Malik, the coordinator and

leader of the band, in his trendy

maroon shirt and his wide smile,
spoke to The Daily Star with
confidence and conviction, He
talked on behalf of his band, and
rounded up its experience and
ability in a fewwords. He said thatin
2002, his co-players took partin the
Benson and' Hedges competition;
they wanted something purely
instrumental. He said, "We felt that

PHOTC: STAR

Band leader Zubair Malik on the flute

local instrument players were being
neglected. We began with five
members and now we are six, along
with guest players.

"The original band consists of
Tony Gomes on drums, Ridwan bin
Khalid is the acoustic guitarist,
Atiqur Rahman plays the electric
guitar, whileI'm the flautist, The rest

Purbo-Poshchim performing at the band music session

comprise of the guest members of
fusion music, Aarzoo and Tanzim,
on the tablaand ek-tara." Speaking
of why the band went in for fusion
music rather than anything else,
Zubair said that he had learnt
classical music from Bari Siddiqui of
BIVand Eunaa visiting pianist from
Russia. Thus he was into both
eastern and western music, He said,
"We've played in Dhaka, Rajshahi
and Chittagong. So far we've given
20 performances. We call our band
Purbo-Poshchim as it indicates the
fusion of eastern and western notes.
We're struggling, 1 admit, in the
process of our experimentation, we
are matching and mixing the
differentnotes.”

Tracing his passion for fusion
music, Zubair said that he had been
inspired by a visiting British flautist,
Michael MoGoldrick, who had come
to Dhaka with his band.” I'd played
duo with him at the Osmany
Memorial Hall in 2003, It's from him
thatIlearntthe basic fusionsetup,”

Purbo-Poshchim has performed
in Osmany Memorial Hall, the
National Museum, the Fine Aris
Institute, DU, the Indian Cultural
Centre and Goethe Institut.

Chawnel Click

Anwar Robinson's Idol aspirations
werekilled by disco fever,

Despitefaving! beori thailod by
Patila Abdul'as "technitally the best
singer” in the competition,
Robinson's performance of Earth,
Wind and Fire's September on last
week's American Idol failed' to
impress Simon Cowell, who
commented he "didn't think it was a
winning performance,”

The dedicated speed’ dialers of
America apparently agreed,
throwing the least number of votes
cast Robinson's way and sending
the 25-year-old middle school
teacher back to his Elizabeth, New
Jersey, classroom.

Meanwhile, fans of the showhave
overrun message boards this season
with commentary on Paula Abdul's
seeminglywacky antics on the show.

"I'm wondering if Fox is going to
address Paula's very obvious drug
and/or alcohol problems,” one
idolonfox.com message board user
posted. "It's getting harder to explain
tomy kids why sheis acting sosloppy
andslurring and incoherent.”

In fact, so many users flooded the
boards commenting on Abdul's
apparent state of intoxication that

Anwar idled, Paula diagnosed

B N e T A T ST

Anwar Robinson

moderators banned the use of the

words "drunk” and "drugs.”
Afterlearning of the speculations,

Abdul elected to address the tumors

in an interview with People |

magazine. In the article, she denied
suffering from an addiction and
claims to have been diagnosed with
a rare neurological disorder called
Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy that
causes chronic pain.

Abdul, 42, said the pain began
after she suffered a disc injury in a
cheerleading accident at age 17 that

Paula Abdul

was exacerbated by a couple of car
accidents in the 1980s and a plane
crash in 1992. Following the crash,
she said she suffered from seizures,
eatingdisorders and depression.

"If people only knew what I've
gone through with pain and pills. I'm
dancing for joy at the fact that not
even ayear ago I'was in so much pain
Icould barely getup, " she told People.

Abdulsaid she had planned tokeep
the disordersecret, butfeltshe needed
toexplain thetruthtoher fans.
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