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Hot spell to
run until
April 23

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The heat wave is likely to continue
until a nor'wester along with rainfall
sweeps through the country
between April 23 and 26, meteorol-
ogydepartment officials said yester-
day,

* The heat wave, combined with
persistent load-shedding, has para-
lysed normal life in the city and
businesses in the northern districts.
People across the country, espe-
cially in the cities, are struggling to
cope with the scorching heat in
absence ofmonsoon rain,

_ "The weather trend this year
sumﬂs that a nor'wester might hit
during this course of time,” Sujit
Kumar Dev Sharma, the assistant
director ‘of the meteorological
;inparunent said.

A weslerly system now exists
nhove Meghalaya, Arunachal and
; SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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People pay Tk 6,7 960r
in bribes a year

TIB survey finds the sum goes to 25
service sector entities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People pay corrupt officials and
employees of 25 service sector
institutions an estimated Tk 6,796
crore a year in bribes, according to
Transparency International
Bangladesh, a chapter of the Berlin-
based anti-corruption watchdog.

The amount accounts for
roughly 2 percent of Bangladesh's
GDE

Onan average, every citizen pays
Tk 485 in bribes to these sectors, the
anti-graft watchdog said in a survey
released yesterday.

TheTIB identified land and land-

related departments, police stations
and lower courtsas the most corrup-
tion-prone sectors. The other areas
are health, education, power, the tax
department, arbitration and relief of
local governmentand pensions.

It suggested stronger political
will of the policymakers, steps to
make the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) an effective
organisation, transparency and
accountability, introduction of
exemplary punishment, appoint-
ment of several ombudsman, and
administrative reforms to fight
againstcorruption.

The TIB also emphasised an

active and conscious role of the civil
society, research, and active mass
media as well as the inclusion of
morality-boosting and an honesty-
based curriculum in textbooks to
raise awareness against the all-
pervading evil.

The TIB conducted 'Corruption
in Bangladesh: A household survey!
to find 'out the nature of corruption,
the broad spectrum, depth and
losses made by corruption between
September 10 and October 24, 2004
in approximately 3,000 households
of 65 districts -- 2,100 households'in
villages and 800intowns.
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' Diarrhoea patients cram the ICDDR,B in Mohakhali as the disease is seeing a sudden surge in the scorching summer heat. At least 350 patients were

admitled to the hospital yesterday.

Hospitals filled with

diarrhoea patients

| STAEF CORRESPONDENT

' The spread of diarrhoea in the city
- and other parts of the country has
sharply increased in the last weak,
‘triggering a sudden influx of
ipatientsinto city hospitals.
o Durlng the last week, more than
500 patients have been admitted
v ay to the International Centre
for Diarthoeal Disease Research,
‘Bangladesh (ICDDR,B), popularly
known as the cholera hospital, in
- Mohakhali. |
©  The ICDDR,B, admitted 522
patients on Sunday, 500 patients on
Mondayand 514 onTuesday.
"I came here (ICDDR,B) yester-
*day (Tuesday) with my six-year-old
-~ child. Initially we gave him primary
treatment at home through oral
saline, but as his situation deterio-
rated we brought him to the hospi-

tal," said AmenaAkhter, aresident of
city's Basabo.

She predicted that her child
might have contacted diarrhoea
through drinking water supplied by
the Wasa at his school or by taking
roadside foods.

An official of the Health director-
ate said countrywide figures for
diarrhoeal attacks in 15 districts
stood at about 1,000 as of Tuesday.
Dinajpur, Natore, Jhenaidah and
Feni are the most affected by diar-
rhoea, said the health directorate
sources, who forecast a further
increase in the comingdays.

The Health Directorate also
estimated that about 96,000 people
were affected by diarrhoea in 22
districts since last January, adding
that only between 20 and 22 districts
regularly inform them about

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

KiBRIA KILLING

US congressman
told of sincere
govt probe

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Ambassador to
Washington Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury briefed Congressman
Barney Frank on Tuesday on the
progress made in' investigating the
killing of SAMS Kibria and reaf-
firmed the government's sincerityin
bringing the perpetrators tojustice.

Congressman Barney Frank was
one of the three US lawmakers who
recently. wrote a letter to the
Bangladesh government expressing
their concerns over the killing of
Kibria, an Awami'League lawmaker
and former finance minister.

The envoy informed Frank that
the US embassy in Dhaka had
expressed "full satisfaction at the
government'scooperationwith the
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Goﬁ friendless
for wrong

foreign policy

Say AL leaders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League
(AL) yesterday said the present
government has become friendless
in the international arena due to its
wrong ful foreign policies.

It asked the government to take
confidence-building measures to
improve deterioratingrelations with
other counties, especially its South
Asianneighbours.

Bangladesh as a country is not
friendless, but the present govern-
ment is losing friends due to its
wrongful policies, said AL leaders at
apress briefing,

"The government has seriously

damaged Bangladesh's image as a

progressive, liberal and secular
state,” AL Advisory Council Member
and former diplomat Faroog

| “Chowdhury said, reading out a

writtenstatement.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

HABIGAN] ATTACK CASE
Quaiyum, nine
other BNP
leaders charged
BDNEWS, Habiganj
The police yesterday submitted a
chargesheet under the Explosives
Actaccusing 10 leaders of the ruling
BNP of the January 27 grenade
attack in Habiganj that killed former
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria.
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Sadar
Police Station, who isalso the investiga-

tion officer (10) of the case, submitted
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Pak bank GM,
others charged
with locker
embezzlement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A client of National Bank of Pakistan
yesterday charged the bank's gen-
cral manager (GM)p and other offi-
cials with embezzling around Tk
46.5 lakh from a locker he rented

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Satkhlra Ahmadlyyas

under renewed threat

Zealots ask SP to re-hang removed
signboard within a week

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Ahmadiyyas of Jyotindranagar in
Satkhira, still smarting from the
shock of Sunday's attack, came

under renewed threat yesterday.

when religious zealots asked the
Satkhira superintendent of police
(SP) to re-hang within a week the
signboard removed from the wall of
thesect's complex.

"Otherwise, we ourselves will
hang the signboard, if necessary, by
sacrificing ourlives,” threatened

International Khatme Nabuwat
Movement, Bangladesh (IKNMB),
believed to be run by leaders of key
ruling coalition partner Jamaat-e-
Islami, in a statement circulated in

Jyotindranagarlastnight.

IKNMB Satkhira Amir Maulana
Ehsanur Rahman, Nayeb-e-Amir
Maulana Abdul Khaleq, Secretary
Maulana Mahmudul Hasan and
Publicity Secretary Sheikh Mizanur
Rahman made the threats in the
statement.

The threats followed a meeting
where people fromall hues vowed to
keep peaceinthe area.

The IKNMB leaders also threat-
ened local journalists with dire
consequencesfor running aseries of
reports on their organisation and
termed those false and baseless.

They asked the journalists 'not to
support theAhmadiyyas', saying:

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Border tension simmers
down after talks

India withdraws extra border force but
decides to speed up fencing

STAR REPORT

The border tension brewing since
Saturday's Akhaura skirmishes has
simmered down following discus-
sions between Dhaka and New Delhi
at diplomatic and other planes, said
Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
yesterday.

India has already pulled away the
extrawar muscleitbuiltup alongthe
border after the April 16 BDR-BSE
shootout that killed a Bangladeshi
girl and a BSF company com-
mander, a top official at the home
ministry told The Daily Star yester-
day.

India, however, has decided to

speed up fencing along its border
with Bangladesh to complete it as
early as possible, reports our New
Delhi correspondent.

Meanwhile, export of Indian
goods to Bangladesh through the
BenapaoleLand Port resumed yester-
dayafternoon afteratwoanda-half-
day suspension, our Jessore corre-
spondentwrites.

PEACETALKS

Talking to the press yesterday after-
noon, Foreign Minister Morshed
Khan termed the Akhaura incident
unfortunate and regrettable, and
said, "I believe the tension is now
defused and hope it will not escalate

again.”

Khan said the state ministers for
home affairs and the chiefs of border
guards of Bangladesh and India had
fruitful talks by telephone and both
sides have agreed to take steps to
remove tension and maintain peace
andharmonyalongthe border.

He said, "I personally held a
meeting with our state minister for
home, the director general of
Bangladesh Rifles and chiefs of
intelligence agencies and advisedall
to show maximum restraint tr.u
borderissues.”

"We have handled it wrywe‘ll
he noted, adding, Bangladesh apd
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ACC finally adopts.

: to make ACC

dratt organogram
1,369 staff, 70 offices proposed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) has finally succeeded in draft-
ing an organogram' overcoming a
prolonged stagnation duetointernal
conflicts and legal loopholes since its
inception five months ago.

Earlier, the ACC worked on three
sets of organogram but did not accept
any as its chairman and commission-
emshelddifferingviews.

Against this backdrop, the ACC
last month decided to forward all
three sets of organogram to the
Cabinet Division so that the govern-
ment could pick one. The ACC did
not, however, act on its decision as
this would expose its internal con-
flicts.

In its first meeting without any
disagreements, the ACC yesterday
decided on a 1,369-staff draft
organogram, which will be sent soon
totheCabinet Division.

The proposed organogram com-
prises a secretary, five executive
directors, six directors, 14 joint direc-
tors, 21 public prosecutors, 39 deputy

.

directors, 10/senior assistant public :
prosecutors, 131 assistant directors, &
11 assistant public prosecutors, 170
deputy assistant directors, 13 class :
two officers and 945 class three and ' ;

class fourstaff.

It proposed six divisional offices,
19 regional offices and 45 district
officesofthe ACC,

The now-defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (Bac) had 1,273 staff.

ADB urges govt

effective soon

UNB, Diaka %

f
! A visiting top ADB (Asian
- Development Bank) official yester-

day requested the government to
make the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) effective as soon
as possible, as the donor agenc}'
tookitasapositivestep:

Finance Minister Saifur Ra,hmm
sald the ACC body will be finalised
within this month to make it effec-

: tive, overcoming some teething
: problems.

"We could not send up our :
organogram so far due to difference .
. lems will be resolved within this
Chairman justice Sultan Hossain :
Khan said. " Today (Wednesday) we :
approved an organogram on the :
: Senga, athissecretariatoffice,

"This is our most successful :
meeting in thelast fivemonthswhere
- this region as the director general of
: thebank.

The ACCalso approved draftrules :
on recruitment and service, and :
: the ACC but requested to make the

The guidelinesinclude reviewing :
the service records and personal :

of opinion among ourselves,” ACC

basis of consensus.”

we did not have any disagreements,”
Sultannoted.

guidelines to screen the ex-Bacstaff.

files of the staff.

"The newly established body
went through some teething prob-
lems at the initial stage, The prob-

month," he told reporters after a
meeting with the ADB Director
General for South Asia region, Kunio

This is Kunio's first visit to
Bangladesh after taking charge of

The ADB official was very happy
to know about the establishment of

body. effective as soon as possible,
Saifursaid.
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FREE CORPORATE
INSTALLATIONS

S STREAM™

WIRELESS BROADBAND INTERNET

INSTANT CONNECTIVITY
GAZIPUR to NARAYANGANI

UNINTERRUPTED SERVICE

99.9% UPTIME - ASK OUR' CUSTOMERS

Non-Line-Of-Sight

No Towers

G AccessTEL
g THE BROADBAND COMPANY

CALL 9335607-10 EMAIL: SALES@ACCESSTEL.NET

No Cables

BANGLA
Medis Partner

: & showers for men & women
ur own swim wear, towels & extra clothes
# Lockers available on rental basis

Ababil via Mogbazar— Ashql@}‘lamf via

-ff "Hjheer. £ mg

Super Bus via Gulistan- Farmgate dlrectiy to: Nandan.Park

Beat +he Heat

at the largest amusement venue - Nandan Park

Nandan Park is just good "clean” fun for everyone — from
'young to old! Nandan Water World - the only water park in
/ Bangladesh is the.most _ splashtacular pla for the whole
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