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KARIM WAHEED

XTENSIVE queues at the
Sultana Kamal Women's
Complex, Dhanmondi were
ample indicators that people were
eager to be a part of the Dfusion
Jhakanaka concert held on April 18.
The major attractions of the
programme were two emerging
artistes who shot to fame with
Indian Idol -- Amit Sana dnd Rahul
Saxena. Besides them, local bands
Black, Miles -- and Indian band Silk
Route entranced the audience with
their music.
Although there were complaints
that the venue was not spacious

enough for the number of people

that showed up, the sound system.

was not satisfactory and the stage
was not high enough for the artistes
to be visible; most agreed that the
performances of the artisies were
topnotch.

The show began with Black's
rendering of popular numbers, such
as Obhiman, Amar Prithibi,
Miththa, Parahito, Blues and Roud.
It was around 4:45 in the aftermoon
but the musiclovers did not seem to
be bothered by the scorching
summer sun. They swayed and
rocked with the music.

Indian Idol finalist Rahul Saxena
took the stage and received a warm

Rahul entertaining the crowd
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Sana performing at the concert

welcome from the audience. Rahul
performed popular Hindi songs like
KalHoNa Ho, ChandaVe Ghar Aaja,
Zindagi Hain Chaar Din and Jogiyva.
Rahul seemed ecstatic with the
response he received from the
audience and exclaimed, "You guys
areawesome".

The next artiste to take the stage
was the runner up Indian Idol, Amit
Sana. Dressed in a leather jacket in
the unbearable heat, Sana seemed
very composed and confident. He
rendered the Indian Idol song

. Mohabbatein Lutaaunga and the
crowd went wild. Sana received
rounds of applause as he performed
Yamma Yamma, Ishg Kabhi Kariyo

Dfusion Jhakanaka: A treat for
the youngsters

Na. An interesting incident: when
Sana began singing Suno Suno
Duniyawalo...Sabse Aage Hongey
Hum Hindustani and the crowd
didn't react positively to the song.
Sanaquickly changed the lyric of the
song to Sabse Aage Hongey Hum
Bangladeshi and the crowd sang
along cheerfully.

Miles captivated the crowd with
their immensely popular songs
Chaand Tara Shurjo, Neela, Dhiki
Dhiki and Silk Route performed
their ‘claimtofame’ Dooba Dooba,

The concert marked the launch of
Grameen Phone's new package,
‘djuice’ and was coordinated hy
Kolpodroom.
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Shameem Akhtar: Filmmaking
is her forte

KAVITA CHARANJI

"When making films, my twin
obsessions are women and the
Liberation War," says Shameem
Akhtar, who is also an advisor in the
fortnightly Anannya magazine. A

director, scriptwriterand journalist,

twa of her feature films based on
these sensitive issues are Ifihas
Konya (The Daughters of History)
and Shila Lipi (The inscription). In
her words, "Women's issues are
related to the War--when you talk
about a liberated country you talk
about a country where there are
women. When youlook at the status
of women, you have to take history
intoaccount.”

She has won recognition for

excellence in filmmaking. She was
the recipient of the Anannya Award
in 2000 forItihas Konya.
. Shameem hit the film world in
1991 with the short feature film Shey,
as co-director with Tareque Masud.
She also did the scriptwriting for the
film. The storyline: A single mother
brings up her child as her husband
has gone abroad. There has been no
news of him forsevenlong years and
his wife has almost given up the
hope of seeing him. In the mean-
time, she lives with an elderly uncle
andtends to himaswell.

Subsequently the husband
returns home. The whole film deals
with what happens next. Though
Shey is a joint production, in a
lighter vein, Shameem says,
"Tareque fathered, the film much
betterthanImotheredit."

In 1994 Shameem made a

Shameem Akhtar

documentary film, The Eclipse, on.  she cites the examples of the digital

the fanwas that were being hurled  camera, which hasrevolutionised film

against women. The other people shooting. 1\

who worked on the film were
Shaheen Akhtar from the Ain o
Shalish Kendra and Makbool
Chowdhury.

The audience’s response to her
works has been fairly good, says
Shameem, "These are films which
deal with reality. They have been
admired, " she says. Among her
favourites in the filmworld are
Ritwik Ghatak, Satyajit Ray, Aparna
Sen and Shabana Azmi.

There have been several techno-
logical changes in the filmmaking
process, believes Shameem. For one,

Explaining why women's issues,

hold her interest, she says, "Itis not
just emancipation, it is much more

than that. It is also liberation--my'

freedom of choice, freedom of
expression, everything all
combined. A man is bomn to be free
butwomenaren't--."

And what's in store for Shameem
in the near future? More feature
films, she says uneguivocally and
maybe documentaries. The theme,
as always, will be about women and
theirsocio-cultural aspirations.

Daniel Craig: The new
James Bond

Bana,

AFP

The producers of the hugely
successful James Bond film
franchise have chosen British
actor Daniel Craig to take over
the role of the suave super-spy.

offered a three-film deal by
Bond producer Barbara
Broccoli and is expected to sign
up formally soon, The Sun
newspaperreports.

Craig, a tough-looking
character actor who has mixed
up appearances in many art-
house titles with roles in
blockbusters such as Lara Crofi:
Tomb Raider, just beat fellow
Briton -- Clive Owen for the
role,

Craig would be the sixth
= Bond in the official series of
films based on the novels bylan

Fleming, following Sean Connery, GGeorge Lazenby, Roger Moore, Timothy
Dalton and most recent incumbent Pierce Brosnan.

While Craig remains relatively unknown outside Britain, he is well
respected as an actor and also has the necessary reputation for being
- something of a Bond-esque ladies man, having recently dated supermodel
. KateMoss,

: Brosnan's last film as Bond was Die Another Day in 2002, Since then a
string of possible replacements has been mooted, including Britons Jude
Law and Ewan MecGregor and Australian actors Hugh Jackman and Eric

The 37-year-old: haspbeeri’

A team of cultural representatives, flanked by the State Minister for Cultural
Affairs, Salima Rahman (C) left for Indonesia recently. The team included
artistes SD Rubel, Shahnaz Baily, Marufa Akhtar Mimi and others

Magsood O' Dhaka recently performed a two-day show at alocal restaurant,
broadcast live on line, arranged by Bangladeshi musical web-portal and
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