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artexhibition, Boichoitri, held
at the British Council recently,
Jjune Rollinson, Director, British
Council, said, "This exhibition is
basically 1o celebrate the Bangla

S PEAKING about the open-air

Exhibited works of Priyobhashni, Ra Kajol and Tayabuzzaman

The cane gateway to the British Council exhibit by Ra Ka}'ol

NewYear. Forus in UK, the New Year
is a good occasion to celebrate. Here
we are combining local skills and
arts. In this exhibition we decided to
go in for driftwood, bamboo and
ceramic. Ra Kajol, the artist behind
the idea of NewYear's celebration in
the form of a sophisticated exhibit,

knew the artisans involved in the
project. Much time and hard work
has gone into the exhibit. Last year
they worked for three weeks. It is
therefore a good exchange between
the artisans, artists and the exhibit
viewers,

"Only the gate has been done last
year. The other bamboo workis new,
including the swirls and the
mermaid. The other shapes are
reminiscent of the Bangladeshi
fishing baskets, seen through new
forms. The reds, yellow and blues of
the nightlight give you the feel of the
different materials.”

Dwelling on why there was a thin
audience at the opening, June said,
"The crowd is what we expected as
there are an awful lot of
programmes going on simulta-
neously elsewhere. People can

come at a time that suits them and

not just at the opening. People will
stream in later, for the next couple
of weeks, as they did last year.
Because the exhibits are natural
products, we have put them in a
natural environment. This is a
temporary exhibition: it's an
opportunity for people to see a mix
of media. If you are in search for
beautyit'shere. I think thisis onpar
with comparative display of art
works overseas. There's a lot of
thought that has gone behind this
exhibition.”

Comparing the last parallel
exhibit with the present one at the
British Council, the brain behind the
project, Ra Kajol, said, "This time,

Boichoitri : A scintillating djsplay
- of local skills and art

myworkis different. The work of the
mermaid done with thin, woven
bamboo strips, for instance, is
realistic and something not
attempted before, 1 believe. I have
six works, which all have new forms,
such as those of insects, done in a
modern way. Tayabuzzaman Topu's
works in ceramics and Perdousy
Priyobhashni's  sculpture in
driftwood has fascinated viewers on
other occasions. Kajoladded thathe
hoped to continue with such
exhibits next year. He said that he
comes to Dhaka every year from
Denmark, and such exhibitions
should, hopefully not be a
prablem.”

SM Faiz, Vice Chancellor, Dhaka
University, speaking on the
opening said that the exhibition
reflected the minds and talents of
the sophisticated artists and the
artisans taken from various
districts of Bangladesh. He added
that the artists should be praised
for trying to reach out to their
cultural roots. He praised the
inclusion of the bamboo stick
dancers and the Baul singers, with
their dhols, khonjonas, flutes,
dotaras and castanel-like musical
instruments, and their flamboyant
robes of saffron, green and white.

Mahmudul Haque, Director
General, National Museum,
summed up the programme with his
pithy comment that the works of Ra
Kajol and the other two participants
wereabold venture,

| _:l "Our main goal is to help
“develop well- rounded

individuals"

4

AA Sayeed, a scholar, litterateur, television
presenter is a jovial personality. One of the
handful of scholars who enjoys starstatus on and
off-screen, he is often seen leading from the front,
in processions for social and humanitarian
causes. Over the last 30 years he has channelled his
energy relentlessly towards literature and creative
communication.

Do you think Nababarsha celebration has
intensified byleapsand boundsin our country?

The English New Year that people observe in our
country has a business essence attached to it, Ironically,
Jor the 15,000 people who observe it, we need to deploy
6000 security personnel to protect them, However, in
Bangla Nababarsha, where lakhs of people celebrate
spontaneously there is little need for security restraints.
Itis so because people are vigilant themselves and guard
against arny unwarranted situation. The spirit of Naba-
barsha is something that people hold close to their heart
and feel a natural protective instinct lo preserve it
against any force.

How do youremember Nababarsha asastudent?

[ can trace it back to the 60s when Nababarsha
celebrations had begun in the capital. Chhayanaut
played the mostimportant role of giving the Bangalees a
day to celebrate and rejoice. This was and remains an
occasion celebrated by people across all religion, caste
andcreed.

What other words such as Tele Joley Bangalee,
Machey Bhatey Bangalee---would co-relate with
"Bangaleepona”™?

Avccording to Tagore,

ToiloDhala Snighdho Tonu(Body dippedin ail)

NidraRosheyBhora(smug in adeepslumber)

Mathaye Khato Boharey Boro(Short in height but
broadinwidth)

Bangalec Shontaan{The Bangalee)

How does your institution Biswa Sahittya Kendra
(BSK) observethe Nababarsha?

Bangla and Bangla related celebrations are observed

--Abdullah Abu Sayeed

here through out the year. "ﬂrrs isoneday ufithwe takea
breakand relax.

How does BSK carry out ilsworklo crr.-atealenmed
society - a Utopia ifyoulike?

Our main goal is to help deuc."op m?H rounded
individuals, We want to see a continitity of our country s
strong set of values flow though the generations. So, we
iry to nurture moral values, and all the positive qualities
in the young minds. After our initial success in the
capital, we plan to go national. As one of the many
innovative initiatives BSK has extended its library of
over 10 lakh books through "mobile libraries” - that
travel to certain locations and opens its doors for the
eagerminds.

Anydreamcome true?

Dreams are never realised. Otherwise it wouldn lbea
dream. The more you try to reach your goal the more
elusive it becomes. That's what drives people to reach out
Jfor maore, try more and ultimately achieve what at first
seems unachievable,

Awardsreceived :

Awards areaplenty, but to me an awardyis the laststep
to one's achievement, After that there is nothing more to
attain. Awards are a way of killing off any. futire
aspiration. For me, the sparkle in the eye of an audience,
the instantancous applause after achieving something,
isanawardI treasureaboveall, -

Whatdon'tyour fans knowaboutyou?

One thing people don't know about me is that Iam by

- nature very shy, sensitive and reclusive. The more L want

Lo avoid people and work in isolation the more I get
involved, So you can say for me reality and desire are
mirror-opposites.
Threeunfulfilled wishes
Toomany-lamstillcounting.
Ifyouwere re-bornwhowonld you wantto be?
Earlier in my TV interviews I had always said that 1
would love to be re-born as a beautiful lady, Now, I guess
Twant tobe born asno one but myself.

- Tyents

BU Cultural
Evening 2005

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

BRAC University organised the :
annual programme of its cultural :
club at the National Museum :
Auditorium recently. This is the :

fourth such programme by the club.

The programme began with a :
welcome speech, by chief guest :
Professor Jamilur Reza Choudhury, .
Vice Chancellor of BRAC University. :
This was followed by a chorus :
Hridaoye gobhirey amar. After the
group performance, students -

presented modern and folk songs.

Beside the annual shows, the club ¢
also organises various musical :
soirees at different times. These
programmes called Jalse, include :

popular and promising Tagore,

Students and teachers of Mastermind School celebrated Pahela Baishakh at the

e } oy AR ARG derats eoTbiBon wes inaugurated
renowned artist Shishir Bhatacharjee at the ERA Intérnatic
School, recently. About 320 exhibited artworks by *chﬂd[eeh, '

i

Nazrul, folk and modern singers. RAQWA Club were on display.
- A R e TR e B W:wamwxﬂwwww&mwwm rﬁ‘ﬂﬁ“‘?l\" wwmw&mvwmmmmmwmﬁ* R
: CHA“"EL i ._“:50 Shimysmﬂy : r.nwr i IR L TR R AT BB R IRy ] b i 3t 1550 WDWW Arca's 530 Animal X Weslam czjth‘-a
15 0840 | Drama Serial- 4 PICK OF THE DAY Big Five Mystary
Eeen VN RERTRG " Sporsher Bairey i 1:30 ' AnimalFace Off (The | 620 Monkey Bisiness 2:90
09:45  Tritio Matra 08550 Nupur. . Series ) (Wh) Wolt Vs, 6:30 | The Planet's Funniest 4:30
S LR e SR R DR T 09:40  Drama Serial | Cougar . nimals 500
'8 - News Bullefin. iGNt Ookne: . Shacola I 230 SavonWonders offhe | 7:00 - Amazing Animal Videos | 5:30
; . | 11:JI} Aa{m.rcnhabr 14:25 . ' Dindarpan, | : i ; Industrial Woﬂd 7:30 - From cradle To Grave B:00
| BTV ALV LASOHT G g | ATN BANGLA g 330" Supsrstructures of the Dolphins, Dancers OF | giap
News Headlings (Bangia) at 8:55 | 1230 . AgjDuplrey Lol Fa A it " Word - The Da s
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 |+ 01:00° - Ebong Cinomar Gasn | 10:30° © Talk Stiow. ! 4 1 4:30 | FBI Fiies, The Dark 8:30  The Proteciors Cel
: pm. 7:00 pm. 01:25  Public Reaction LcAnmodfshli e ! I Woods : : Dogs James River 44
| « News (Bangla) 21 6:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 . 01:35 Spacial Programme 11:05 Dmma seﬂﬂh mﬂ& j 5:30 Splat 4 Splal. {v) 8130 The Proteciors Animal 830
. pmﬂ:llﬂpﬂ!. . 03:50 °  Banglar Gaan 11:35 Business This Week L 8:00 - Healwl.iwng Lets Gat Procinct )
4. News (English)al 3:00 pm: 10:00 pm. 0420 Spocial Programme 1245 Amar Complﬂﬁf ; _ o R : : 1030111 Deﬂp.ll'llb tho Wid 10:30
| lis:"msor:;g“m Nows (Bangla and English) 04:45  SaRaGaMa 12:50 . Shustho Thakun i -sth_ et ke lisa fil ;:11.1:!0
| cuanneL etah Qs g ' SecrelLife of Formuld | 41:00/ | Wadand Dangerous - | 220
i ~1 06:00°  Music Pips 02:30 Dmma SBI'I#I iy ) i m”m]Lm ] he . Shark Seas i ESP" il
e (Bangla) el 7:15 am. B:0%am, - | 40630188 HiSpaed S Ghunpdka 730 WidDiscovery | 11:30)0 wig Emounmr\pé a0l gl
 Foaem, Ti00 pm, 8:90pm. 1030, 1 07:50,  Drama Seral; Porvar | 0345 | Drama Seril: OAmar | | (83 FareSombenOn | Huntew g
ST ... OExtiCompany | Chokkhu Nl ! AV e e i DS s
B e Omds 0| gg2e  DamasateEr | 0380 Dranaseraiiprova | | NUPUI LEBORYE Fo e THATIONAL: ) Pela Vel
: d Akasher Tara ' Raja Shannyashi * Onntvat8:50 p.m. On STAR Movies at07:00 p.m. ; lN bia; The F tls GEOGRAP“IC j Ry SR 5
_ ATN BANGLA : R : ] : . Nobie; The Forgotten | GEQ _ | 1200 WinkerXGames
i NG00 Aot . 08:35  Drama Serial: 04:25 . Shnmbshamnyﬂ: : Genre: Dance Programme Genre: Drama/Romance/Comedy (more) s -}{ingdom NEy e ivag L i e o :
: z;:"pﬁa;’fﬂ :m. :m:u;r:'m‘ 'm; . Chalchho Chalby. | 0530 Musical Programme | | Host: Shiblee Mohammed and Shamim Ara Nipa Cast: Kate Hudson, Jean—l'o'l arie Lhomme, Naomi Watts [10:30 Holywood _Supars!a;rs' 530 Ng'Specl L 082 :riathim agg:"’_ :
| News (Engiish) 8:20am,7:00pm (00T DAMA Seoashakn] IR e S s R R meed ] CracoPeckHiSOWN | 4100 Dogs With Jobs 200 Srilanka TourOfNew |
;9}"?:' :1'1:3.73: Nows (Bangla and : B i) ?Eﬁﬁl {IE U Drmgon 45 AgentRed (Aka !¢ 1230 H‘rlFﬁmeh Hit Sangout- Sreas h&dtﬁdnald ' Man 10| A0 Backyard Science < Zaaiand: New Zealand s |
S AN L : ntv e 4145 Camivale 05; Batly_ l-. Caplured} 20 MAAIL S 7:00  Disney's The 41:30  Prosecutors, Thefike | 445 DocEureka Vs &1 Lanka 90d Toatt
Latest News (Bangla) al9:00 a.m,10:00 v Apa.rfmﬁnf £ bl By i s ) T { ( X : . Son 5:00 Saolat I : Ty LT Y
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm. 08:30  Agjer Shakal 08130 - Drars Senal B iiLon.. 'STAR GOLD 100 Kasautn Zindagii Kay * Weekenders - TR ! us: Jungle Day 5 Highlights(R)~
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pr. 09:05  Drarma Seriai: A B 1245 Carrival 06 Pfd*ﬂ | 1040 SherEingisen 1:30°  Kumkum - Pyara Sa 730 Kumkum-PyaaSa | ANIMAL PLANET 530 11 NgExplorer 3:30..  FaClassicMalches . |
ntv ity i 09:00 | Drana Serial: iy N | %25 Kuch W Kuch shydich v e, 1000 Amazing Animal Videos | oy, ¢ Seconds From Disaster 1 giay  Englh Premier League
Ty 09:30 Crime Walch A ‘s 5 £ 1:3" B!OOMISE 3 8 fa s ol e s 2:00 Bhabhi s:nn Heflo Dofie F i 7:30 Insects From Hall Highlights
News Headiinas (Bangia) at 10:00 am. - ShukherLagiya s il LIS Sunerhit : L : ; : 11:30  Animal Plangt 800 Totalty Wid g '
 12:00am. 6:15 pm. 8:20 pm. 14:00  Chhobir Gaan i . ubspecies b ; 2300 Kesar 8:30 . Dekho Magar Pyaar Se Showcase Ratim Of 3. Jhi 6:30 - Football Foaus™ (L)
x 08:30 _EHDHI TE_B!?_ § 11'“ Doodh Ka Karz 800 - Kasauli Zindagi Ka ! ) 530 Destan! Into Hell
r News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00 | 44:30 Khabor Deshey 1685 Lo Basid STAR MOVIES s vk 300 Saamhi : ; ey The Cheetah g : 7:30 Foolball Up Close’
. pm.7:30pm.10:30 pm. Deshay - s e D el 330 KyunkiSaas BhiKabhi | 9:300  Mileo 1230 1 Briad Al Abodt it 8;30 .- . Across The Line Toyota Foothal Up
Telotast of BTV, News (Bangla and : ; Progtamme 3 eminator 2: - e AIARTLAE Bhuhi 10:00  Kkavyanjali < e 10:00/  From The Hearl X :
Engiish) al11:30 pm. 12:02  Drama Serial - HBO : i Judgment Day. = Jayange : d_ Hs 1'0.30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii Ffe"d‘m 10:30 Interpol Investigates Close " (R) i -
02:30.  Drama Serial! Jhut Yk 1125  Rushmore. | . : '?D’mD‘fw 4:00/  Kahiin To.Hoga e A : s 1:00 K810 5 Drug Dags, £ 3 x B:00 Usta Champlons ' !
TARA BANGLA ] ; : 1 : _ L : ey | = y 11:00 ' Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi b : 14:30 | National Geographic's Bt
riL R, : Jhiamala §:30 Tempa | 1:00 Cape Feat | STAR PLUS 4:30 K.Street Pali Hill BhuThi ‘Beach Bum, Boal Dog L) Bt League Magazing 1 |
; ;‘[:‘:m oo | 0345 Tifner Fankey 10:45 - Papér Soldiers. 845 Moorightiie: -+ | - AAR, FLES SO0 Tedhe MedheSapney. | o o0 et 4330 EmergenoyNets : Shows,. (R sttt ts
Tam News Bangladésh {g-;h}'m :;n 03:40°  Drama Seriali 12:00° | Panic room 540 Nully Prolzssm I Thn | 10:30 " Maal Hai To Teal Hai 530 HitFilmein Hit Sanges!- 12189 K Street P ‘ﬁ{am ' ‘Knockeil Senselass STAR SPORTS 8:30  Sportscenler., :
2 pn. . Anyorokom 215, punch-dunk Love : Klumps ol 1100 Meri Sahelfi ; 20N : 3 : 2:00 Wid Rescuss S| 8:300 1 Fim World Moloreycle Sportsoentar ndia s (L)1
" BBCWORLD 04:25  Hoi Hulor 415 Uoasahouse | 700 LeDivorce: | 4425 Fim Topper 555 TawaHils DISCOVERY 230 CellDogs James Rives Championship 900 Crickel Gold - (R)
Ed e Rt 05:45  fibashonEi Diney. 645 . BadBoys - o0 - Nex&Emma |l 41:30 o Maan 6:00" - Masl Haj To Taal Hal 14330 FBI Files, Fbi Flles, The ' || 3:30-  Animal Precing - 12:30 . English Premier 11:30  Sporiscenterindia (R);
0620 Stiubhio Shondhya 930 Lﬂgeﬂﬂ of!ImRn-d 1035 Saving Jnssicai.wch | 42:00° " Shant 6:30 Adventures Of Mickey | Initiation, The 420+ Pel Star Football League Birmin. | 42:00 SportscenterAsia. (S)




