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Spectacular Chinese acrobats in town

SADYAAFREEN MALLICK

. 1 the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of the founding
of diplomatic relations be-

tween the People's Republic of
China and Bangladesh, a two-day
4. performance comprising 40 artistes
(i from China presented various bril-
. liant feats of acrobatics that had the
12 audiencespellbound,
A full house before the scheduled
start of the programme was a good
“Yindicator of the level of expectancy
surmundmg the performance of
The Chinal Arts Troupe at the
. ShilpakalaAuditorium, on April 16.
. As the performance rolled on,
'I‘heChmmns'I‘mupe treated the au-
1 dience to a medley that lasted for an
" hour. The audience was warm in its
“response to the diversity in the
" “‘dances from the Cute Actress to the
‘Aerial Baller, the Waist Dancing of
 ChuStyles, followed by the jovial jug-
giing act, and the agility of the acro-
ats in the Foot Pagoda of Bowls and
. muchmore,
< The dance numbers were based
on traditional forms dating back
from2000BC to the modem era. The
acoustics accompanied the dancers

inrich costumes of brocade and taf-
feta in hot pink and emerald green.
The overall performance was noth-
ing short of dynamism, energy and
youthfulness. The acrobatic feats
represented balance and wonderful
group synchronisation even in ex-
hausting moves.

Over the years, Chinese cultural
performances have traditionally at-
tracted an interested crowd and this
WS N0 exception.

1 have wibrant memories of
watching the Chinese acrobatic
teams performing at the National
Stadiumin Dhaka as a child. We had
been a part of the captivated audi-
ence, among the thousands, who
thronged to watch the spectacular
shows. The jugglers, the plates bal-
anced on sticks, the circus team, bal-
ance on cycles and ‘many more acts
are stll etched in the memory of
INALy.

On April 16, many waited eagerly
to enter the hall at the Shilpakala
Academy, holding placards saying,
"Please give us a ticket." Phenome-
nal shows like these should be held
at a more spacious venue as this
wouldatiractawider audience.
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' m‘re Wafsf Dancing of Chu Style
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Rolling Cups and Foot Pagoda of Bowls by China National Acrobatic Troupe
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' PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

When two greats of Hollywood and Bollywood
come together, the final productis potentially as-
tounding.

Hollywood ' filmmaker Barrie Osborne, who
shot into intemnational limelight with multi-
Oscar winning epic Lord of the Rings, blockbust-
eis Matrix and Face Off is set to make his
Bollywood debut by teaming up with acclaimed
producer-director Shekhar Kapur to make
Paani, a movie about a world where water is a
scarce and precious commodity,

"I'm working on this film with Kapur and I
hope I will get the needed assistance from
Bollywood," said Osborne who just wrapped up
a tour of Indian cities - Mumbai, Chennai,
Hyderabad and Bangalore, apparently looking
forlocales for the shooting of Paani.,

The film will be made in English and Hindi
and its soundtrack will be composed by AR
Rahman. Although the cast of Paani is yet to
be finalised, there are rumours that
Bollywood superstar Vivek Oberoi might be
one ofthe actors.

Paani is set in an imaginary land 25 years in
the future where water supplydries up. Thereis a
romanticspin to the story asaboy froma class of
society that owns the water, falls in love with a
girl from a class that does not and there breaks
outaconflict.

The story of the proposed film revolves
around howwaterisusedlike currency.

Osborne said’ new animation technology
would be employed inthe making ofthe filmand
plans were also afoot to introduce computer
graphics as this is going to be a very contempo-
rary film.
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Paani: lrmglng Hollywood
and Bollywood together

He is also reported to be planning a film on
South African national liberation movement
icon Nelson Mandela and anothermovie on Bud-
dha.
~ Kapur's Hindi' film Masoeom, starring
Naseeruddin Shah and Shabana Azmi, had
earned critical acclaim in the early 19905, The
Hollywood filmmaker said he also watched
some films by Kapur, including his Bandit Oueen
made on Indian Member of Parliament Phoolan
Devi.

"The way Lord of the Rings has become a cata-
lyst for cinema in New Zealand can be repeated
inthe case ofIndian cinematoo,” he added.

Osborne said he was confident that with the
development of film-making technology in In-
dia, there would be more progress in content
andvisual effects in this country.
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A Kaleidoscopic Iourney

Fakruzzaman's solo art exhibition

ERSHAD KAMUL

angladesh-born British artist
ohammed Fakruzzaman portrays
vilisation from archaeologists'
iewpoints. Each and every work of
Fakruzzaman, beit an oil painting,
etching, mixed media, and two
other mediums rather unusual in
Bangladesh--collagraph print and
viscosity method--displaying at the
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, depicts
the human civilisation.

British High Commissioner in
Bangladesh Anwar Chowdhury,
inaugurated thesolo exhibition.

.Mohammed Fakruzzaman has
got a few prestigious awards such as
the UK National Award at theWinsor
& Newton Worldwide Millennium
Painting Competition held in 2000,

Professor Anisuzzaman said, "l
have never seen Fakruzzaman's
work before, as he has built up his
career in the UK. But, his works in
the exhibition have impressed me."

Of the 56 works on display, 28 are
in actylic, 23 are in collagraph print,
four in yiscosity method and one in

, etching.

Each of Fakruzzaman's paintings
is done from a bird's eye view with
economical use of colour. Not more
than four shades of different calours
are prominent in each of the can-
vases, Through the different shades
of yellow, red, blue and black,
abstractionist Fakruzzaman has
portrayed ' different civilisations
with harmonious flavour.

Through the images of a stream,
river or desert beside a metro, he has
created his civilisation. Sometimes
Fakrmuzzaman builds his works on

the edge of darkness in a way that
demonstrates how precarious they
are. His paintings also shift between
surface and dimensionality and
between plan and elevation, All of
his paintings have the same title
"unnamed" and the most interest-
ing parts of his paintings are using of

that art is the inherent quality of
human beings. Each and every
person draws in the childhood days,
and through the institutional educa-
tion an artist learns to polish those
lines. That is why I 1ise mgmg child-
like lines in my paintings.”

Other attraction of the exhibitior

An art work by Mohammed Fakruzzaman

"s'graffito technique” with the
simplest diagrams of dwellings,
pathways and railings. The marks
are clear, childlike in their care and
spontaneity and yet enigmatic too.
Through theselineshe connectsone
civilisation with others,
Fakruzzaman says, "l use thoselines
intentionally to remind the viewers

i5 the display of "collagraph print”,
Fakruzzaman says, "Collagraph
print is similar to etehing, however,
no acid is used in collagraph to
create texture, Etchingis a mechani-
cal process, but collagraph print is
more artistic and creative work!
Each of his collagraph prints depicts
the circle oflife,

Kazi Nazrul Islam made his debut as a film actor and director with the
movie Dhrubo. He was perhaps the first Bangalee Muslim filin director.
Nazrul portrayed the Hindu mythological character, Narad. However, he
faced some harsh criticism for his portrayal of the role. The filin was

released onjanuary 1, 1934,

The very first Indian movie distributor in the subcontinent was Heeralal
Sen, who was originally from Dhaka. He was also the first to make docu-
mentaries and ad films in India. On April 4, 1898, Heeralal's The Royal
Biscope Company organised its first film screening. Later, he opened
some movie theatres. Among his documentaries, Thansportation and
People on Chitpur Road and King George the 5th in Delhireceived appreci-
ation. Heeralal made some feature films as well, such as Seetaram, Dol
Leela, Buddha, Alibabaand Bhramar,

The first Bangalee Muslim actress to grace the silver screen was Rokeya
Khatun, She was possibly the first Muslim actress in Indian cinema as
well. However, because of religious and social stigma associated with
being an actress in those days, she could not wutk inBengal. Sheha-_d 10 go
to Lahore to become #n dictress and her redl mame-dnd background were.
concealed, asher father was a barrister. Rokeya's still pictures wite pub—
lished inmonthly Sawgaarin 1937,

Jago Hua Savera (Dayshalldawn), anUrdumoviemade inthe EI}sonthe
lives of the hard working, common folks of the rural east Bengal, wis
based on the renowned literary work Padma Nadeer Maﬂ:i byMan]k
Bandyapaddhay. The moviewas made by Al Kardaar, R
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Shimahin Shimanay
On ATNBanglaat&:30pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Indrani Haldar, Abul Hayat, Shahed Sharif Khan

Identity
OnHBO at12o' clocknight

Genre: Horror/Mystery [ Thriller/Drama
Cast: John Cusack, Ray Liofta, Amanda Peet
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