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Tuning into Baul songs

Baulartistes, (L-R) Ajmal Shah, Abdul Latif Shal, Pagla Bablu, Abdur Rahman Bayati, Alam Rahman and Nayan
perform at the show

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT!

HERE was a time when rural

Bangladesh would resonate

with the beats of the dhol,
the ektara and the mystical songs of
the Bauls, The Bauls were a very
colourful community, known for
their wit, humour, nomadic lifestyle
and mellifluous songs. Through
their songs, the Bauls expressed
theiremotions, feelings, dreams and
‘philosophy and also eamned their
livelihood. Today, this communityis
confronted with competition from
the electronic media and is in
dangeroflosingits charm.

Against this setting what could be
better to bid adieu to the past year
and welcome the new year than a
musical treat from these mystic
singers? Pally Baul Samaj Unnayan

* Sangstha (PBSUS), an organisation

that works hard to preserve and
revive this Baul culture, organised a
two-day long Baul Utshab to
celebrate Chaitra' Sangkranti and

the first day of Bangla year --Pahela
Baishakh.

The first day of the celebration
kicked off on April 13,with a
colourful rally by the Bauls. After the
speech of noted folk researcher Dr
Ashraf Siddique, the celebration
premises at Engineer's Institute
echoed with the mystic tunes of Baul
songs presented by the Bauls from
all over the country. Most of the Baul
Sufis sang of life, love and universal
fraternity, which continued till
midnight.

The second day began with the
celebration to welcome the new year.
The President of PBSUS Ferdoushi
Nazma inaugurated a documenta-
tion CD of Baul songs featuring 50
mystical songs in mp3 format, which
would help preserve these precious
songs, said ahopeful Nazma.

The event featured day-night
programmes including rendition of
various types of Baul songs such as
devotional, Marfati, Murshidi and
Lalon Geeti, discussions on

different aspects of the Baul cult,
and the devotional chants of Bauls
as well as well as fans of Baul songs.
Around 70 Baul singers from
distant places of the country and
mainly from Kushtia's Lalon's
Akhra (den) performed over two
days. Popular names like Pagla
Bablu, Akmal Shai Dayal, Baul
Bimal, Abdul Latif Shai, Khorshed
Alam, Samir Hossain, Ranjit Das,

»Mamatadasi, Baul Rahima, Bilquis

Banu and others enthralled the
music buffs,

Apart from music, an exhibition
of rare Baul musical instruments
featuring khamak, dotara, ektara,
dhol, mandira and others also
attracted the spectataors.

Earlier, because of lack of
sponsors, the enormous expendi-
ture of such big occasion had to be
borne by the poor Bauls themselves.
But this year PBSUS organised an
event and presented clothes and
musical instruments to 50 insolvent
maleand female Baul singers.

ﬁm’mﬁrﬁr

. Chondalika: A treat for
Tagore fans
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On April 18, Chondalika--one of
Rabindranath Tagore's later works--
will be staged at the National Theatre

GG
§Lagu at 7 pm T'he dancc dramn a
fundraiser for Chayyanaut, is
adapted from a Buddhist legend.
The woik touches on the sensitive
issue of caste and untouchability

within the Hindu society .and thie
harmonising role of Guutam
Buddha'steachings.

The other element in the play is 1h|:

relationship between Prokriti, ayoung
girl from the untouchable class and
Buddha'sdiscipleAnondo, After marny
twists and turns, the conclusion sees
thevictoryofTagore'sheroine.

Baishalkhi celebrations

A Baishakhi gala was held on April
14 at the Engineer Institute
premises, says a press release. The
event started off with a tribute to the
victims of the unfortunate collapse
of afactorybuilding in Savar,

Artiste Momtaz commenced
the cultural programme and lured
the audience with some of her
popular songs, such as Banglatey
gaan gai, Bukta faitta jai and
Amay udhashi banaiyya.
Subsequently emerging artiste

Mila Islam performed a few
songs. Comedian and actor
Prince Alamgir entertained
everyone with his jokes, followed
by Alam and his group's dance

recitals. |

Artiste Shandipon performed
Shonabondhu tui amarey korli
dewana along with a few other
songs. Pantho Kanai rendered
some of his popular songs, Orey
neel dariya, Chumbki cholechey eka
pathey, Churi korecho amar monta.

Band artiste Hassan sings a catchy number

Ariste Pathik Nabi also performed
afewoflhissongs.

A major attraction at the event
was a fashion show. The show
featured attires macde with locally
woven fabrics. The clothes were

The event came to end with the
band-artiste Hassan's rendition of
Ekaaki, Megh nai brishti nai, Lal
bondhu and Ashey pashey may-
murubbi.

The event was prcscﬁtcd by

Popular singer Momtaz performing at the event

provided by Palli Check,
Katushaili and Karigar Boutique.

Sanowara Group and coordinated
by Universal Media.

Exhibition

Scintillating rickshaw art

* Fayza HAQ

The superb exhibition on rickshaw. painting,
that opened at the Alliance Francaise recently,
drew large crowds of viewers. The display
combined the work of 10 rickshaw painters and
11 contemporary artists, who had participated
in a workshop that had been arranged by Britto
Arts Trust at the Alliance Francaise, Dhaka. What
was amazing about the feat was that within a
very short time excellent work had been
organised and presented. Of course, the attempt
had culled some of the cream of talent from the
Fine Arts DU products and the rickshaw painters
that The Daily Star had earlier displayed on this
page. The experiment was undoubtedly a fresh
presentation of what can be achieved ifwork can
be done coollyand collectively,

Moinuddin Khaléd, a noted critic, explained
the wonder of the achicvement, He went into
various details of the magnificent display, Khaled
5'11(] "Here the 20 artists have com! bined
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from the Fine Arts Dept, DU. Both types of art
present perspectives, combine compositions,
and present wondrous works."” The rickshaw
paintings are flamboyant, whereas the works of
the Fine Arts painters tend to be more muted.
“They use icons,” he said “like film actresses, or
the Taj Mahal, combining it with various types of
flora and fauna, presented inloud colours. These
colours naturally attract the people when the
rickshaw comes onto the road. The academic
painters, on the other hand, present 4 ‘language’
as their teachers have used before them. It is
normally realisticand representational.

“They do not combine the subject with
various other ones in the manner that the
rickshaw painters do. The proportions of the
subjects are naturally more sophisticated and
presented in a more subtle way. They will never
present hunting scenes in the manner that the
rickshaw artists do. They never use the 'pseudo
perspective’ which ennbles the rickshaw
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The Rebirth of Venus

Boticelli's Venus arising from the ocean has anew
dimension in the exhibit.

"Thus the unique language of the rickshaw
painters in Bangladesh, which differs from that
of those found elsewhere in the subcontinent
and the Far East -- which has a connection with

w { As, There is a subtle difference ot T
3 miniature painting -- has been amalgamated
"Hﬂ'-!’mﬁ"r' WZ? Dhanmon | Dot d‘:‘; B“fhdh’f’" g2 ank with the talent of established Dhaka artists, such
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the triumph of Buddha's teachings,
In the latter, it is Prokriti's eternal
love which gives her the courage to
turn aside the monk, bewitched by
her beauty--through her mother's
witcheraft.

A talented team will stage
Chondalika. There's Sharmila
Bandyopadhyay as dance director,
Rezwana Chowdhury Bonnya as
music director, while the play is
produced by Shadhona,

Tickets are available at Jatra
(Banani), Dolce Vita (Mirpur), Sagar
Publishers (Bailey' Road) and at
Papyrus (Shahbagh).
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Visitors at the exhibition
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Tayeba Begum Lipi. The paintings have been
done together, the 20 artists applying the
brushstrokes in unison on to the space before
them. They had decided between themselves as
who would do what before the workshup on
rickshaw artists began.”

Alinoor, Tapan Das, DC Das and the other
rickshaw painters spoke at length about the
problems they faced while working on thisproject
and their individual lives in general. Of the 11

contemporary artists -- which mdndgd Tanin
Ghose, Nisar Hosssain, Atia Islami Anne, Shishir
Bhattacharya, Sulekha Chowdury, Tayaba Begum:
Lipi and Mahbubur Rahman - Lipi and Mahbub
of the Britto Arts Trust-- expressed their sense of
sanshcuonmththeircummpwjec!. '
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