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HAKAITES residingin the

northern areas of the city,

such as Gulshan, Banani,
Baridhara, Badda, Jowar Shahara,
rarely get a chance to have festi-
vals to celebrate the Bangla New
Year. When Bengal Foundation
decided to organise a three-day-
long Baishakhi celebration at the
GulshanYouth Club field, notonly
the outer Dhaka residents but
Dhakaites from all over the city
crowded the venue.

The festival was inaugurated
on April 13 and on the first day,
Chaitra Shangkranti--the tradi-
tional farewell to the spring sea-
son--was celebrated. A popular
custom'in the Old Dhaka is flying
kites on the occasion of
Baishakhi. This trend was
observed at the festival.

Another attraction was the
fanush, a large balloon made of
light paper with stretched bolts at

Artistes play dhol at the Barsho Bandana, a welcome note for the New Year

proper places with flat open
‘mouth’ at its bottom. Cotton or ¢
rags are wrapped around the main
bolt and it flies free when fuelled
by fire lit in a wrapper. Fanush is
said to be the predecessor of
flying balloons. Beautiful
fanushes in different shapes
mesmerised everyone as they
made theirway to infinity, illumi-
nating the nightsky.

The cultural programme on
April 13 included Gazi Abdul
Hakim's flute recital, dance per-
formance by Nrittyadhara and
Farida Parveen's rendition of
Lalonsongs.

On April 14, the first day of the
Bangla New Year, the event started
in the morning with greeting the
new year with songs, The festival
soon began to draw the crowds.
Komola Ranir Shagor Dighee, an
intriguing play, charmed the
audience. Mystic songs per-
formed by folk artistes also
received applause.

. An interesting feature of the
festival was the presence of
renowned artists Aminul Islam,
Hashem Khan, Abdus Shakoor,

Muhammad Eunus, Rokeya Sul-
tana, Jamal Ahmed and Ranjit Das
painting on different aspects of
the Baishakhi' festival and the
season of summer, The fair-goers
had a rare chance to see paint-
ings-in-the-making.

In the evening, the' cultural
event started with classical
music performed by the students
of Parampara, a music school
operated by Bengal Foundation.
Solo performances by Mita
Haque, Aditi Mohsin, Laisa
Ahmed Lisa, Sharmin Shathi
Islam, Shama Rahman, Sumon
Chowdhury, Bulbul Islam and
Yaqub Ali Khan followed. The
event ended with a dance presen-
tation--Chitrangada, presented
by Dhrupad Kalakendra and
Geetanjali.

Besides the cultural
programme, the stalls at the
festival, featuring handicrafts,
painting, books, woven fabrics
and clothes made out of local
malterials attracted people.
Designer stores like Jatra, Aarong,
Banglar. Mela alongside small
boutique shops participated at
the fair,

1t was a perfect occasion for the
peaple of Dhaka to disregard last
year's disappointments and
welcome another year with new
hopes and new dreams.

Rokeya Sultana work ona painling at the event

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Padatik Nattya Sangsad organised a
special cultural programme on the
occasion of Chaitra Shankranti, on
the eve of the Bangla New Year at
the Rabindra Sarovar Amphi-
theatre by the Dhanmondi Lake on
April 13.

Artist Hashem Khan inaugu-
rated the programme by flying
colourful kites and balloons. He
urged the audience to uphold the
prevailing secular culture of our
country. Bauls and Boyatis played
traditional tunes such as Thakitey
pari na ghoretey, accompanied
with local instruments--dhak,
dhol, flute, kartal, mandira and
others.

Artistes of Nrityam performed a
dance piece with the song Amar
Bangladesher ektarer shur under
Tamanna Rahman's direction.
Dressed in traditional attire, the
performers were playing ektara,

Performers of Nrityam present a dance piece at the celebration

dotaraand mandira.

Members of Padatik Sangeet
Sangsad rendered Bashantey ki
kebal phota phuler mela, Ora

ondhokarey, Orey bakul polash shal
and' other songs, while Bhaswar
Bondyopadhyay recited some
poems welcoming the Bangla New
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Padatik celebrates Chaitra Shankranti

Year. Artistes of cultural groups
Geetanjali, Kranti and Nibedon also
presented various songs.

Popular Rabindra Sangeet
singers Fahim Hossain
Chowdhury, Naima Ali, Salma
Akbar, Sajed Akbar and Nargis
Chowdhury also performed dif-
ferent numbers. Folk singers
Biswajit Roy, Biman Chandra
Biswas and others enthralled the
audience with their Baul and
spiritual songs,

Dance group Nrityanandan
performed a spectacular piece
choreographed by Sharmila
Bandyopadhyay with the song Esho
HeyBaishakh.

Padatik Natya Sangsad staged
their latest production Jalbalika,

Baul singers from Kushtia presented |

a Baul evening organised by Palli
Baul Shamaj Shangstha at the end of
the show, which continued till mid-"
night. A sizeable audiences enjoyed *
thcupen—airshmvnt1lmlakcsitlc‘ :

Swaderhi Poshak Utrhab 1412
Ablend of tradition and modermty

Models presenta carnic anecdote [leﬂ) anda modal cladina magmﬁcent Jamdani saree (righf) walks the ramp at the

fashlonshow
NOVERA DEEPITA

There have been many additional |

attractions to the celebration of
Pahela Baishakh this year. Apart
from the traditional joyous music
and spectacular dance pieces or
attending Baishakhi Melas or even
eating panta bhat (fermented rice)
with green chillics and hilsa fish,
there have been some welcome
innovations. Such one event on this
year's Pahela Baishakh was a fash-
ion show titled Swadeshi Poshak
Utshab 1412, Organised by fashion
house Neelanjana Palli, the show
was held at the Winter Garden of
Hotel Sheraton.

Neelanjana Palliis the brain-child
of Farzana Yasmeen Neela. Having
started its journeyin 1997, the aim of
the organisation is to popularise
traditional handloom apparel in the
local as well as the international
markets. Neelabegan her careerasa
designer by developing designs of

the indigcnc-us group Rakhain in
Barisal

Neela's urge to conserve and
promote the local tradition was in
evidence in the materials and even
the choreography of the fashion
show. Models walked the ramp with
traditional musical instruments like
mandira and dhol at the beginning
of the parade. Young and enthusias-
tic models Dola, Apurbo, Shubhro,
Laj, Shorna, Mithila, Mim, Iti, Nisho,
Brishti, Rayna and others presented
the gorgeous traditional clothes to
thedelightofthe audience,

Jamdani sarece and salwar-
kameez collections with magnifi-
cent colour, texture and combina-
tion charmed everyone. Cotton
collections which included fatua,
panjabee and children's wear also
attracted attention. The ramp
turned kaleidoscopic with a medley
of popular Bangla songs, varying
from Rabindra Sangeet to folk and
modern to Baul: Esho amar gharey

esho, Orey sampanwala, Proma
tomay amay kothay rakho, Jhingey
phul and Shohag chand bodoni
dhont,

Another delightful perfonmnce
was by a group of children wearing
rose-red sarees dancing to the song
Lal jhuti kakatua. In another part of

the show, young models presenteda’,

humorous tale with the song Tui
kene kadadili,

Celebrated Indian singer Arati
Mukhopadhyay presented three of
her most popular numbeérs--Ek
Baishakhey dekha holo dujonar, Ei
mom jochhonay and Tokkon tomar
ekush bochhor, while popular
Bangladeshi singers Sanjeeb
Chowdhury and Mahmuduzzaman
Babu rendered their hit numbers
Ami Banglar gaan gai, Bioscope and
Ei nashto shahorey. However, live
performances instead of lip-
synching with the recorded versions

of the songs would have been more

enjoyable.
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