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President urges
entrepreneurs
to gear up for
free market

SME fair ends
- UNB, phaka

President Iajuddin Ahmed yesterday
said the small and medium entrepre-
neurs will have to be conscious about
thequality to face the challenges of the
free marketeconomy.
. "Producers have to bé alert
about the quality, finishing, design-
\ing and packaging of their products
sto compete in the free market econ-
omy and make more publicity at
, home and abroad about the prod-
‘ucts,” he said, speaking as chief
! guest at the concluding ceremony of
- the SME Fair 2005.
| The Federation of Bangladesh
: Chambers and Commerce and
| Industry (FBCCI) organised the fair
| for the second time at the China-
. Bangladesh Friendship centre from
 Aprild.
. President later distributed the
| FBCCI-Standard Chartered SME
Award-2005 among the winners.
The award for this year was given
‘in seven categories to five compa-
nies and two individuals for their
- putstanding contributions in devel-
+ oping SMEsector.
. Textile and Jute Minister
Shajahan Siraj and Advisor to
Commerce Ministry M Barkatullah
Bulu spoke at the function as special
guests. }
President lajuddin praised the
 productsondisplay at the fair.
FBOCE President Abdul Awal
Mintoo, Convener of the SME Fair
12005 Enayet Hossain Chowdhury,
Chairman of the FBCCI standing
! committee on SME Abul Kashem
Ahmed and First Vice President of
FBCCI Kamaluddin Ahmed also
spoke atthe function.

RanksTel signs
2 L H Y o A
interconnectivity -
deal with AKTel

Ranks Telecom Ltd (RanksTel), a
goncern of Rangs Group, has signed
an interconnectivity agreement
with TM International (BD) Ltd, the
owning company of cell phone
hpemtor. AKTel, in Dhaka on
plonday

. Under the deal, RanksTel and
AKTel will terminate calls to each
other's network on revenue sharing
basis.

A Rouf Chowdhury, chairman of
‘Rangs Group, and Nasir Bin
Baharoom, managing director of
AKTel, signed the deal on behalf of
their organisations, says a press
release.

Earlier RanksTel signed similar
agreements with Bangladesh
Telephone and Telegraph Board
(BTTB), GramneenPhone, CityCell
and BanglaLink.

Zakaria Swapan, chief operating
officer, Ashraf Uddin Ahmed, direc-
tor (Finance) of RanksTel, and Fazlur
Rahman, director (Coardination),
Rezaur Rahman, chief coordination
manager of AKTel, among others,
were present.
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Swedish retailer IKEA
to up outsourcing
from Bangladesh

M ABDUR RAHIM

IKEA, the world's largest home
furnishings company, has decided
to increase outsourcing from
Bangladesh and add new products
toits existing purchase inventory.

The Swedish retailer this year will
engage Bangladeshi suppliers to
produce items using the country's
natural fibres, banana fibre, rattan
and bamboo resources to serve
home furnishings needs of its mil-
lions of European and American
customers, says Peter Wisbeck,
deputy regional manager of IKEA's
South Asia office, in an interview
withThe Daily Star.

The Scandinavian company,
which has an unnaoticed purchasing
operations of 20 years in
Bangladesh, will add plastic and
light engineering items to its current
purchase list dominated by home-
made textile products such as quilt
cover, curtain, terry towel, rug and
handloom carpet.

It is a matter of pride for the
country that out of the retailer's
10,000 articles available in its 202
stores in 32 countries, 300 come
from Bangladesh's small and
medium enterprises. The company
imports 1,000 forty equivalent unit
(FEU) containers carrying home
furnishings cargo from Bangladesh

i yedr.

Having started purchasing in
early 19805, the company opened a
liaison office in Dhaka to facilitate
local suppliers' capacity building
standardising quality, IKEA designs
and ensure timely delivery.

With the improvement of prod-
uct gisality, the company continues
to look for new items from
Bangladesh, as Peter Wisbeck said,
*We find interest in Bangladesh's
natural fibres, bamboo and plastic
items. We will increase volume of
terry towel from here. So, we think
the total purchasing will increase by
301050 percent this year."

He said Bangladesh needs more
entrepreneurs to produce quality
products for customers in European
and other developed markets. "The
suppliers need to focus more on
capacity improvement to meet
standard requirement of IKEA," the
official of IKEA's New Delhi office
said.

Europe is IKEA's priority market

‘with 81 percent sales while North

America offers 16 percent and Asia
and Australia three percent
together, Malaysia and Singapore
stores are the nearest IKEA stores for
Bangladesh. The company does not
even havearetailing store inIndia.
Even though the Asian custom-
ers, presumably, are on low priority

of the company, the suppliers
mainly come from Asia. The official
said the company plans to further
increase its purchase volume from
Asia. Presently outsourcing 31
percent of the total products from
Asia, the share will easily top 50
percent in the next five years, he
said. "Bangladesh will be benefited
from the new company policy."

However, there are no retail plans
yetfor theregion.

With the vision 'to create a better
everyday life for many people’, IKEA
stores stock everything under roof
including sofas, beds, tables, chairs,
textiles, kitchen utensils, floorings,
rugs, fittings for kitchen and bath-
room, lamps and bedroom plants.
The rapidly expanding company
witnessed a 13 percent furnover
growth last year and targeted over a
20 percent growthin2005.

IKEA sales totalled 515.5 billion
in financial year 2004. It employs
about 84,000 co-workers in 44 coun-
tries and maintains around 1,500
suppliers in 55 countries. IKEA
stares welcomed around 365 million
visitorsin 2004.

“The name IKEA comes from the
initials of the founder Ingvar
Kamprad, the farm Elmtaryd, and
the village Agunnaryd, where the
Swedish entrepreneur grewup.

SA Telecom gets
licence for
landphone
operation

SA Telecom System Ltd, a concern of
SA Group of Industries, has recently
obtained the government licence to
offer telecommunication services in
the country through public
switched telephone network
(PSTN).

Managing Directorof SATelecom
Md Shahabuddin Alam received the
licence at a function held at
Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Council (BTRC) office in
Dhaka recently, says apressrelease.

BTRC Commissioner Abdus
Salam, Director AKM
Shahiduzzaman, SA Group
Corporate General Manager
Forman Uddin Chowdhury and SA
Telecom's Project Coordination
Officer Ali Azam, among others,
were present at the function.

ASA to set up
35 new branches

in four districts
Assaciation for Social Advancement
(ASA), a micro finance institution,
will set up 35 new branches in four
districts-- Mymensingh, Sherpur,
Jamalpur and Netrakona.

This was announced at a work-
shop on 'Loan Management and
Assessment of Progress’ held in
Mymensingh recently.

About 200 branch managers and
16 district level officials of ASA from
the four districts attended the work-
shop, says a pressrelease.

Md Shafiqual Haque Choudhury,
founder and president of ASA, inau-
gurated the workshop.

UNB, Dhaka

Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman renewed his call to
developed countries and donor
agencies for increased aid to help
poor countries such as Bangladesh
achieve theMDGs.

"Provide us more resources if we
have to achieve the targets,” he told
a high-level intemational confer-
ence on MDGsin Stockholm.

The minister was talking to
reporters at Zia International
Airport Thursday on his retumn
home from the two-day roundtable
titled "Reducing Poverty and

Provide more aidto
achieve MDGs

Saifur tells int’l conference in Stockholm

Achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs):
Investing in Reproductive Health
and Rights." -

Bangladesh has alreatly achieved
some of the targets, much before the
terminal year of 2015, by taking
proper measures and was expand-
ing the programmes in line with the
ability of the poorcountry, hesaid.

But, he said, the country needs
'sufficient funds' if it has to achieve
the reproductive health and other
human development targets.

On his return from an aid meet-
ing in Paris early last month, the
minister had pointed out that the

developed countries failed to fulfill
their commitment of providing
resources,

Asper the United Nation's mone-
tary convention, the rich countries
are committed to providing 0.7
percent of their total GDP (o the
poor countries to help achieve the
targets.

The 2005 Global Monitoring
Report, the second annual publica-
tion of the WB and IMF released
Monday; stressed the need for dou-
bling the amount of official develop-
ment assistance (ODA) reaching the
poorest countries to achieve the
MDGs. !

PHOTO: RANKSTEL

Nasir Bin Baharoom (3-L), managing director of AKTel, and A Rouf Chowdhury (3-R), presidentand CEO of RanksTel,
shake hands after signing an interconnectivity deal on behalf of their organisations. Other senior officials from both
the companies were also presantatthe slgning ceremany.

Profit first, people come last
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The fifty-year old BTTB isyet to have
one million subscribers, while the
eight-year old GrameenPhone has
three million customers.
Bangladesh remains the only coun-
try in South Asia having less than
one telephone per 100 people. The
present government has failed to
provide any telephone since assum-
ing power in October 2001.

Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board provides limited
connections from the telephone
exchanges that were procured by the
previous government. People are
religiously harassed to get new lines
and they are further harassed to
keep the phones alive. Neither the
government nor the regulator is
bothered aboutit.
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The fast-growing mobile market has become five times larger than BTTB's clientele
although more than 80 percent of the mobile users don't have access to BTTB's
network. Such "mobile-to-mobile™ users have been the growth engine of the thriving
mobile market. Average monthly talk-time per user is 300 minutes, highest in this
region. Average revenue per user is US$15, one of the highest in the world.
Considering such financial obesity, the private operators can easily trim quite a bit of
their fat followed by leading a healthy life. Reliance in India charges only 0.40 rupee
per minute to call within its network and our operators charges sixteen-times for

similar service. Itis imperative to have tariff reduction within our mobile networks too.

The private sector was expected
to salvage the people from BTTB's
historical nuisance. The mobile
operators have been, however, also
taking the consumers for a ride
through different routes.

The government had issued
nationwide operatinglicense to four
mobile operators. Each operator
has, however, split the country
according to their wish and over-
charging in the name of inter-zonal
calls. Neither the government nor
the regulatoris bothered aboutic

Initially the mobile operators

o]

BiRAL

BRAC, ane of the largest non-
governmental  development
organisations has been
praducing a number of
produclts for the rural
community. The main products
are iodized salt, seeds,
| ehicks, poultry feed and health
commaodities. These products
{| are distributed to the
farmers/customers in the rural
| areas. The objective is (o
produce high quality products
to improve the living standard
of rural people and (o
increase their income, which
will ultimately reduce the
" poverty of the country and
fulfill BRAC's goal of poverty
alleviation.
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Please ahply with detailed curriculum vitae and two recent passport size photographs to BRAC-
_ HRD, BRAC Centre, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka 1212 before 28 April, 2005.

BRAC invites applications from suitable candidates for the position
of Manager for BRAC Enterprise.

Joh Description:

« Planning designing, budgeting and managing all agro
and related enterprises including health i
« Maintain the quality of products and services to the

international standards.
« Keeping abreast of

developments in the relevant sectors,
« Developing the capacity of the staff through training.
« Coordinating & Communicating with various national

and international agencies.

« Tracking progress and analysing performance and

budgets.
Requirments:

» MBA from any recognized university with no thired
class/division in academic career.

+ Minimum 2 years experience
multinational enterprise development.

+ Proficiency in sopken & written English.

Salary and other benefits will be negotiable.

Please Mention the position of the top of the envelop.

BRAC IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

. CAREER OPPORTUNITY

the latest tecnological

in national or

i

allured the market by exempting
incoming calls from the BTTB's
fixed telephones. Suddenly they
punished the customers with
incoming charges. Neither the
government nor the regulator is
bothered aboutit.

The mobile operators boast of
covering the remote places and
connecting the millions. There is,
however, no customer service centre
in any upazila and more than 90
percent of the districts. Neither the
government nor the regulator is
bothered aboutit.

More than 60 percent mobile
users are in Dhaka. There the opera-
tors have provisioned only couple of
service centres. Overcrowded cus-
tomers' discontentis visible at these
places but "Customers service"
remains as invisible as the mobile
signal. Neither the government nor
the regulatoris bothered aboutit.

The mabile operators have been
doing nothing to improve the quality
of respective network. They don't
provide seamless coverage in the
major national highways. They have
also failed to properly cover even
Dhaka city. Neither the government

northeregulatoris botheredaboutit.

Dhaka has been witnessing the
proliferation of high-rise buildings.
There is either no signal at all or the
coverage is ermatic in the upper
floors of such tall installations. The
operators have not deployed pico-
cells to solve such elementary prob-
[em. Neither the government nor the
regulatoris bothered aboutit.

Poor network coverage causes
frequent dropped calls, which
compels the users redialling and
forces paying more bills unneces-
sarily. It fattens the operators' book
while flattens the consumers' wallet.
Neither the government nor the
regulatoris bothered aboutit.

One doesn't need to be a rocket
scientist to understand that the
mobile operators have been over-
charging in Bangladesh. The deplor-
able discriminatory interconnection
regime of BTTB is no longerasellable
excuse tojustifysuch penalties.

The fast-growing mobile market
has become five times larger than
BTTB's clientele although more than
80 percent of the mobile users don't
have access to BTTB's network. Such
"mobile-to-mobile” users have been

the ‘growth engine of the thriving
mobile market. Avérage mbnthly talk-
fime per user is 300.minutes, highest
in this region. Average revenue per
useris US$15, one of the highestin the
world.

Considering such financial obe-
sity, the private operators can easily
trimquite abit of their fat followed by
leading a healthy life. Reliance in
India charges only 0.40 rupee per
minute to call within its network and
our operators charges sixteen-times
for similar service. It is imperative to
have tariff reduction within our
mobilenetworkstoo.

Our telecoms industry has been
exploiting the nonexistent regulator
in the market. Subscribers' agony in
our entire telecoms market is attrib-
uted to dysfunctional regulatory

| regime. If we ever have a government
and opposition with sense and sensi-
bility, couple of simple regulatory
steps will revolutionise our mobile
market.

Mobile Number Portability
(MNP)is onesuch option. Itallows an
aggrieved customer migrating to
another operator and activating new
connection with the old number.
Therefore, that subscriber doesn't
need to inform the friends, relatives
and colleagues any new number
while using new connection. This is
how MNP eliminates the mobile
operators' cartel and they literally
worship the customers to retain
them.

Pakistani mobile users will enjoy
such paradigm shift driven by MNP
from next month. The Indians are
also having it soon. Therefore, the
believers of Teletalk being the anti-
dote of private sector cartel in
Bangladesh are certainly the inhabit-
antsoffool's paradise.

The operators are still calling the
shots in this eight-year old mobile
market. Neither the government nor
the regulator is bothered about it.
They have, however, alot tado.

THE WRITER IS A TELECOMS ANALYST

Oil resumes heavy falls

AFP, London

World oil prices resumed their

downward march on Friday aftera. .

brief rally, pétered put amid easing '
worries over possible supply short-_
ages.

New York's main contract, light
sweet crude for delivery in May, fell
B0 cents to50.33 dollars per barrel in
electronicdeals.

In London, the price of Brent
North Sea crude oil for delivery in
June dropped 67 cents to 51.62

dollars perbarrel.

The May contract expired on
Thursday, priced at50.91 dollars.

“The marketisgoing (o testagain
50 dollars, that's'a big psychalogical
number," said Graham Sharp; divec-.
toroftradingat Trafigura.

"The downward move i§ just a
reflection of the reality of the physi-
cal market, which seems well sup-
plied and doesn't really justify the
recent (high) prices in the marker,"
headded.

Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited!
Pativa Branch

SHIFTING|

Patiya Branch of Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited will be
shifted to the new premises for rendering better services
to the clients and patrons from Saturday,16-04-2008.

QOld Address

Patiya,Chittagong.

/ New Address \\
Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited
Patiya Branch
Alam Plaza(1st Floor), Front Side{
Shaheed Abdus Sabur Road|

Patiya, Chittagong
Schedule

R.S. Khatian No.-1067,1074{ |
R.S. Dag No-3319/3317
Mouja- Gobinderkhil

\\ Patiya, Chittagong

J

&) Islami

Clients,Patrons & Well wishers are requested (o contact &
do their banking transaction at the new premises from now

Pioneer in welfare Banking

Bank Bangladesh Limited

Based on Islamic Shariah

LEGAL NOTICE

In the §

In the Matter of:

Area, Dhaka Bangladesh.

Notice is hereby given

payment of prescribed fees.

S.KSIKDERA

Court of Bangladesh
igh Court Division
(Statutory Original Jurisdiction)
Matter No32 of 2005

An application under section]2 read m::dwcﬁun 13 of the companies Act, 1994,

ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL LIMITED represented by its Managing Director
MOHAMMAD FARUQUE son of Mohammed Tsmail 71, Nays Paltan, Dhaka,Bagladeab.

-Versus-

The Registrar,joint stock Compani¢s and Firms,24-25,Dilkusha Commercial

that upon an application filed by the petitioner under
section 12 read with section 13 of the Companies Act, 1994 for obtaiming
permission/conformation of alteration of the object clause of Memorandum of
Association of ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL LIMITED, the Company Bench
of the Honble High coust Division of the Supreme Court of Banglgdesh
presided over by Mr.Justice MD.IMMAN ALI was pleased to admit the same on
30,03.2005 and his Lordships has fixed the matter for hearing on 02.05.2005.

If any one is interested to oppose the said application he may do so an Advocate
or in person. Copy of the same may be obtained from the i
SK.YEAD ALL A&vocau.suﬁrune Court of Bangladesh

Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Roaom #201,2nd Floor,28, Dilkusha C/A Dhaka. Phone:9559971,7169318
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on Programnring courses

ntavalhbie o‘n OHardware & Networking
: OMultimedia courses

Nurayanganj Center,
Pubna Center, Annanda Gabindi P

Rangpur Center, Mazada complex, Oppasite to libon bima g i
[fllnr!l Center, I\:iu:nt plaam -'upth flnar). Sector # 7. Uttarn , Dhaka. Tel : 8919019, 0171 HIRTES

Harisul Center, Palice line road, Bansal. Tel : 62372, Mob 01 TLA26736
Chandpur Center, Chandpur, Tel - 63333,

ChittagongCenter, T87,CDA Avenue, Nasimbad, Chittagoni Tel - GI0O3T2, 621814
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uhlie libeary (Gred flaoe), Abdul Famid Road, Pabun !I'hﬂlh‘ 65T 51584
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